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Betting on Nags 


Now a Major National Industry 


- Chicago, Aug. 3. 
‘In a few short years horse racing 
and betting on the nags, has zoomed 
up into distinct national promi- 
nence. Formerly a somewhat shady 
and not quite proper field, despite 
its time-honored nomenclature as the 
sport of kings, it has now become 
a major. industry. 

It is no longer shady. It is no 
longer restricted to a few men in 
checkered coats and diamond stick- 
pins, who were known as ‘gamblers.’ 
An average of One out of every 10 
people today bet on the nags, ac- 
cording to estimates by tracks and 
handbooks around this town. Where 
betting on ponies used to be restrict- 
ed to the big money gamblers, the 
frandbooks in Chicago today play to 
hundreds of office workers, house- 
wives and run-of-the-mill people 


who wager two-bits and four-bits on | 


the horses of their hopes. 

Where folks used to sneak in to 

make a bet_in former days, at pres- 
ent they have no qualms about pick- 
ing up the phone to place a buck 
with a bookmaker. 
‘+This change in national feeling 
towards horses and horse wagering 
has been brought about by several 
influences and factors, First, there is 
the opening of race tracks through- 
out the country as the states looked 
around for new sources of revenue. 
Where the race track used to be re- 
stricted to a few territories, such as 
Illinois, Kentucky, New York, Mary- 
land and Louisiana, there are courses 
today in over 20 states and more are 
on their way. 

Much of the money play used to 
be centered around races held in 
Havana, Agua Caliente and Tia 
Juana. Today, there is no need for 
the boys to bet on races held in 


(Continued on page 14) 


CHI CHORINE FAMINE 
STYMIES PRODUCERS 


Chicago, Aug. 3. 
Everybody in this town would do 








almost anything for a chorus girl | 


{except pay her more. than $25 a 
week), and everybody would like to 
have a whole string of ’em. 
there aren’t any. And _ because 
they’re not here, the biggest vaude 
unit producing season Chicago has 


seen in years may be curtailed to a 


fizzle. 


Situation has reached the point 
where, if a chorine drops out of a 
house line, the whole theatre staff is 
thrown into an uproar. Individual 
line producers are having a tough 
time holding girls together, and unit 
producers are taking extra doses of 
aspirin daily, with little hope of any 
real relief. It’s especially tough on 


these uuit producers, because the | 


few girls who do bob up refuse to 
leave town. 

Nobody has any idea on the short- 
age, but believe it due to the many 
dancing schools Zo'gt out of busi- 
ness. 


+> 


But | 





Heavy Production On 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

With around 60 pictures in pro- 
duction at the majors and indies, and 
nearly 100 others in various stages 
of preparation, studios ran into a 
scarcity of makeup artists, hair 
stylists, carpenters and other skilled 
workers last week. 

All such technicians on 
worked double shifts. 


Balinese Tired Of 
H’wood’s Balthooey 
Payoffs, Want $ Now 


Samoa, Aug. 3. 

South Sea Islands are off magic. 
| They prefer to collect at union rates 
with time and a half for overtime. 
Copy of the agreement between the 
Screen Actors Guild and the pro- 
ducers has floated in and set every- 
body thinking. 

Calling Bali, ‘Bali the Beautiful,’ 
henceforth will be’ just so much 
Balihooey to the Balinese beach- 
combers unless an adequate paycheck 
precedes the praises. They know 
all about how the lights and shadows 
play on the iice “elds and the deso- 
late slopes of the volcano Batoer. 
| But they don’t want tc hear it as 
a payoff from producers who make 
millions out of manufacturing ro- 
mance aided by some medium shots 
of the human mammary gland. 

Like more prosaic places, island 
natives throughout the South Seas 
see more romance in a troupe of 
Hollywood actors making up to look 
like beachcombers than they see in 
beachcombers, and they like the 
idea of being paid in money for 
looking like guys who have none at 
all. 

But they don’t like being paid in 
‘cheerios,’ ‘well done, my good and 
faithful servant,’ and ‘alohas. They 
|ean’t, they say, buy canned pine- 
| apple with alohas, and they take to 
canned pineapple like a dairyman 
'takes to canned milk, or an actor to 
canned entertainment. 


ONLY CROSBY NOT IN 
SHOW BIZ GETS YEN 


Spokane, Aug. 3. 

Elaine Mundahl, singer with Mann 
Bros. orchestra at Davenport hotel, 
has left for Hollywood for film try- 
out under auspices of the Crosby 
clan. Ted Crosby, one of Bing’s 
brothers, and Marian Boyle had 
Elaine record some of their songs 
here. Ted sent these to brothers 
Larry and Everett in Hollywood. 


hand 

















| Former phoned Elaine to report in| 


Hollywood for a tryout. 

| Ted Crosby, only brother of Bing 
| not in Hollywood, is press agent for 
‘power company here. 


EMME SHILLS 
HN, AAKEOE 


Revival of Take-’em Tech- 
nique in Times Square— 
Summer Doldrums One 
Cause—Too Many Thirst- 
quencheries and Not 


Enough Biz to Go ’Round 


BIWAY CLIP AND GYP BACK 








‘CREEP JOINTS’ 


Clip joints, relic of the prohibition 
era and generally thought to have 
gone out with repeal, are back again. 
The racket has gained new impetus 
in the Times Square area due to bad 
summer biz but mainly. through an 
overabundance of thirstquencheries 
and not enough trade to go around, 
In addition to poker flats, fixed crap 
games and other schemes employed 
to separate the chumps from their 
coin, the  clip-and-take-’em-over- 
quick joints have mushroomed to a 
great extent in the more open areas. 

The out-and-out clip joints, 
where once they get you in they 
make you like it, unless one has 
pugilistic prowess to bowl over 
plug-ugly persuaders, are given 
plenty of police attention through 
squawks, but it’s the little joints, 
with systems of lawful larceny, 
femme cappers and non-skid adding 
machines that are a blight to the 
unwary stags looking for feminine 
companionship. They get it but pay 

(Continued on page 48) 


N. Y. BURLESK 
MISLAYS THE 
SAPOLIO 





Burlesque houses in New York 
have seemingly mislaid the sapolio 
and are gradually easing back to 
their former status, after three weeks 
of unsuccessful and unprofitable re- 
turns via the noble experiment, as 
prescribed by the censors. 

With three out of five of New 
York’s burley houses having given 
up the ghost after a week or two of 
notably bad biz, the Apollo. and 
Eltinge, the duo of survivors, are 
hypoing b.o. by giving em what they 
want this week. 

Apollo turnabout is a shade the 
milder, but nevertheless burlesque. 
Eltinge goes at it more completely. 
with burlesque principals, subjugated 
cootchers and all that could be 
desired in the way of double en- 
tendre. 

Although nothing official has been 
given out anent possible ease-up on 
the strict censorship of shows. it 

(Continued on page 63) 











Strawhats a Dud So Far, H wood 
Scouts Aver; No Likely Pix Talent 





Billy (‘Sylph’) Watson 


Billy ‘Beef Trust’ Watson, veteran 
burlesque comic and producer, has 
signed to traverse the Independent 
Burlesque circuit wheel in the forth- 
coming season with his own show. 

Watson’s new one will be a re- 
verse from the former through side- 
tracking of the hefty, wide-hipped 
chorines and he will recaption it 
Billy Watson’s ‘Chicken Trust.’ New 
cantata will also have a fresh ver- 
sion of ‘Krausmeyer’s Alley.’ 

Watson is convinced that times 
have changed and they don’t want 
fat lassies any more. 


Gershwin Will Be SRO 
At Lewisohn, Just as 
He Was B.0. Tops Alive 


George Gershwin memorial con- 
cert next Monday (9) night at the 
Lewisohn Stadium -~by the Philhar- 
monic Symphony Society orchestra 
is expected to equal all previous at- 











tendance and box office records for | 


the Stadium concerts. Figured about 


17,000 will squirm into the field for | 


an estimated gate of as high as 
$15,000. 

Hardly thought likely that the rec- 
ord will actually be broken, as when 
the previous high was set by Gersh- 
win on his guest appearance with the 
Philharmonic several seasons ago, no 
more people could be admitted and 





| by discussions 


several thousand were turned away. 
That affair drew 17,000, or about 
4,000 more than capacity. Dead, as 
well as alive, George Gershwin is 
the Stadium’s biggest b. o. draw. 
Program, to consist entirely of 
Gershwin compositions, will have the 
following guests: Alexander Small- 
ens and Ferde Grofe’as conductors, 
with a possibility that Paul White- 


| man may be on hand to baton ‘Rhap- 


sody in Blue,’ plus Harry Kaufman 
featured pianist. 
play the composer's Piano Concerto. 
Other guests will include Ethel Mer- 
man, Todd Duncan, Anne Brown, 
(Continued on page 62) 


LONDON’S NOT KIDDING 
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Latter will also | 


Picture talent scouts in ‘the east 
are crying the blues after a fruitless 
search thus far among the barnyard 
troupers for likely Hollywood talent. 
If there are any new faces among 
the strawhat stocks, then few have 
been in the five weeks 
since the side-road season got under 
way July 1, 

From most of the talent Daniel 
Boones, the answer is the same. The 
new faces aren’t being given much 
of a chance in the strawhats; sea- 
soned Broadway legit players and 
| several Hollywoodians seeking legit 
|schooling have grabbed up the 
| choicer roles, leaving only bits and 
| walk-ons for the newcomers. What 
| little new talent has been found is 
| not being made known by the scouts, 
| latter waiting for the kiddies to re- 

turn to N. Y. for tests before divulg- 


discovered 





ing names and tipping competitors. 

| The strawhats, as in past seasons, 
, are a summer haven for the Broad- 
way players, hence the lack of oppor- 
| tunity for the new faces to be seen. 
| It’s only natural for the summer 
| showmen, in most instances display- 
ing new plays, to use the established 
performers, 

According to one pic scout, the 
| situation is such in the majority of 
_the hideaways that a blink of the 
_eyes sometimes means missing a new 
|face he had traveled miles to see; 
simply because the performer merely 
has a walk-on, or only a couple of 
|lines. The talent situation in the 
current crop of rural troupes aver- 
ages 90% established players and 
only 10% new faces, with the latter 
not getting much chance to be seen. 


‘WILL ROGERS’ SHRINE 
DEDICATION SEPT. 6 


Colorado Springs, Aug. 3. 
| As the culmination of a three-day 
| Will Rogers rodeo on the grounds of 
, the Broadmoor hotel here, the Will 
Rogers Shrine of the Sun on 
Cheyenne mountain will be dedi- 
cated Sept. 6 (Labor Day), Spencer 
| Penrose, millionaire owner of the 
| Broadmoor, and longtime friend of 
| Rogers, is financing the shrine. 

A cowboy ball will be held in the 








ABOUT WAR; PREPARING Broadmoor riding academy, Sept. 4. 





London, Aug. 3. 

That war scare is pretty live 
around here these days, as instanced 
between Oscar 
Deutsch and Home Office officials, 
resulting from which employees at 
all Odeon Theatres will be drilled 
for duty in the event of air raids. 
Splinter-proof shelters are to be 
fitted as an integral part of all the- 
atres on the circuit, but proposals 
to make the buildings bomb-proof 


were dropped, on the insistence that , 


the Government’s policy is to en- 





courage people to scatter if and 


‘when air attacks should oecur. 


Preceding the dedication a proces- 
sion led by a saddled but riderless 
horse will go up the mountain to the 
shrine, and music such as ‘Empty 
Saddles’ and ‘Last Roundup’ will be 
played. 

Chimes are now being installed in 
the tower, with a vibraharp an _ full 
equipment to present and amplify 
any sort of program. 

Members of the Rogers family are 
expected to attend the dedication. 
Mrs. Lasea Luckett, niece of Will 
Rogers, is hostess at the shrine. 

Services were held at the shrine 
| during the recent national Elks con- 

vention in Denver. Thousands made 
| the trip to the shrine here. 
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Billy Brandt of Bway Sees H'wood 
For First Time; Amazed the Pic Biz 


Permits Some 


By JOHN C. FLINN 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 


Billy Brandt of Broadway is get- 
ting his first look at Hollywood. An 
exhibitor for 30 years in New York, 
where he heads up the independent 
theatre owners, he decided several 
weeks ago when that hot wave was 
approaching that he would pack up 
the family and see for himself if 
what they say about Hollywood is 
true. 

Brandt says the reports which 
have seeped back east don’t half tell 
the story. He is amazed, astounded 
and flabbergasted. Breathlessly, he 


states: | 


‘Do you realize there never was 
anything like this in the world? All 
show business is out here, actors, 
writers, executives. Did you ever 
see anything like the sets in the big 
studios? Have you seen that repro- 
duction of Chicago at 20th-Fox? And 


they are going to burn it all right | 
to the ground. Say, I saw a film in | 


the projection room at one of the 
studios yesterday and the cast alone 
cost a quarter of a million dollars. 


‘Duals, Free Dishes’ 


‘Did you know it’s all cockeyed? | 


I mean the setup in this business, 
the expenditures and the character 
of the films which are coming out 
of Hollywood and the system of 
merchandising them to the public. 
Imagine, double bills and _ free 
dishes. Where is it ending? I'll tell 
you. Right in the ash can, unless 
this business gets together and the 
picture makers and exhibitors sit 
down and figure it out along some 
sensible line.’ 


Brandt has been on the jump ever 
since he arrived here. Has taken in 
the various major lots, eaten lunch 
in the private dining rooms, been 
taxied around in studio limousines 
and made to feel right at home. 
None of this has impressed him, he 
says, with the idea that everything 
is all right in the picture biz. Branct 
is a realist. He can’t lose sight cf 
the fact that the only oil that «<eeps 
the Hollywood machinery in motion 
is supplied by film rentals. 


‘It doesn’t make sense,’ says he. 
“Anyone with two eyes in his head 


can see that the making of pictures | 


is a full size, hard job. There is no 
time for foolin’ around. Everyone is 
working at full speed all the iime 
and a big picture is the result of 
great organized effort on the pait 
of hundreds of people, backed up 
with plenty of money, 


‘It Can't Last’ 


‘And what happens in the exhibi- 
tion field when the films are sent 
out te the public? Every big =fiii- 
iated circuit in the country is 
double-billing features, selling at a 
quarter, and less, entertainment 
which costs in the hundreds oi 
thousands, So what? So the subse- 
quent run independent theatres play 
the pictures the same way—-isamed 
up, offering jewels for dimes, and 
tossing in bank nights and prem- 
iums. It can’t last. Time for all the 
picture brains we hear s» 
about to quit kidding and 
to brass tacks, 

‘Do you realize there isin‘! one 
theatre man in a hundred wno has 
any conception of how it fs ak don- 
in Hollywood? And this is the 
foundation of his investment! He 
can’t change the system of exhibi- 
tion single handed. The fault ‘sn't 
his. It’s the major circuits which 
are murdering the industry with 
their double bills. And the major 


set down 


circuits are owned and operated by | 


the same group which controls prv- 
duction, Is it possible there is such 
stupidity? I wouldn't believe it. mut 
there’s the truth, and the very men 
who are screaming loudest about 
double bills and the evils of give- 
aways at the theatres are the ver 
same men who alone are responsible. 

‘Here they have millions invesied 
in studios, in film, exchanges and in 
theatres. The greatest business in 
America. A cash business which 
squares up every Saturday night. 
You’d think that someone would be 
putting some thought into how to 
protect it and keep it good. Nothing 
doing. Look at what the picture in- 
dustry has let the radio industry do 
to it. 

Sunday Nite Lament 


‘Why, Sunday nights used te be 
great in film theatres. It was the 


much | 


of Those B.0. Evils 


Newsreel Record? 


> 








London, July 27. 

Movietone is claiming a 
world’s record for prints issued 
on one news event, declaring 
2,328 copies of the Coronation 
pictures were distributed by it 
throughout the globe. Total 
was made up of 1,826 black- 
and-whites and 502 technicolor 
prints. 

Copies were shown in 41 
countries, distributed from 
London; New York, Paris, Ber- 
lin, Sydney, Buenos Aires and 
Tokyo. 


GOEBEL, FREED, 
~ PLANS PROD. 
AGAIN 




















Oito Goebel, former president of 


'Sono Art, a film producing-distrib- 
luting unit of the old Diversified 
|Corp., was discharged a few. weeks 
ago from the Federal penitentiary at 
Lewisburg, Pa., and has gone to the 
Coast where it is reported he plans 
reentering the business as an indie 
producer, 

| Together with others of lesser im- 
portance, Goebel was sentenced to 
five years in Federal prison and fined 
$40,000 after being convicted of de- 
frauding, stockholders in his com- 
| panies. It was Sono Art which pro- 
|duced two Eddie Dowling pictures, 
‘The Rainbow Man, which was a 
'big grosser, and ‘Blaze of Glory.’ 


| 
MICHAEL BALCON SAILS 
TO START MG-ENG. PROD. 


Michael Balcon sails tomorrow 
(Wednesday) to take charge of 
Metro’s productive activities in Eng- 
land. Balcon is carrying two com- 
pieted scripis, ‘Yank at Oxford,’ and 
a Royal Air Force picture, latter 
scripted by Comm. Frank Wead and 
Richard Schayer. 


Jack Conway, who will direct 
‘Yank,’ leaves Hollywood in about 
three weeks. 


Rowland at Republic 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Richard Rowland is now ensconced 
| in a new berth at Republic, that of 
production assistant to M. J. Siegel, 
|studio head. His executive chores 
| preclude actual production. 
| Rowland recently left Grand Na- 


tional, where he had been a pro- 
ducer. 
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Lawrence Beilinson. 
Harry Lang. 
Robert Marko. 
Robert Taplinger. 
Simone Simon. 
Kenneth Thomson. 








| payoff session, when exhibitors, rain 
| or shine, could count on some profit. 
| Sunday receipts e:ways were three- 
| tenths of the whole week or better. 
Are they now? You ask me. Sun- 
| days are lousy, and just because the 
| picture stars are appearing on the 
| big Sunday night broadcasts, giving 
| their stuff away right in the front 
| parlor. Why should the public pay 
to see them in the theatres? The 
answer is that the public has stopped 


paying to see them. Radio is mur- | 


dering the picture business. 

| ‘I've told them so out here. 
made speeches about it, 
anyone care? Not a darn. 
its good advertising for 
stars. They say it’s the way to make 
new personalities. For radio, yes: 
!but net for pictures. 

i ‘Ne. It all doesn’t 


but does 
They say 
the film 


make sense. 


Pix Wrecked Jane Webb’s 
Marriage, Hubby Charges 


Milwaukee, Aug. 3. 

A career in films went to the head 
of Jane Webb of the English films, 
stage and radio, according to her 
husband, William Leissring, Jr., an 
insurance adjuster of this city, who 
filed suit for divorce against her in 
the circuit court here. 

In June, 1936, Leissring said in his 
complaint, his wife went to England 
for a two-month visit, but did not 
return until April, 1937. In the mean- 
time Leissring took care of their 
2-year-old boy. 

While Mrs. Leissring, or Jane 
Webb, was in England she played 
roles in three English flickers; per- 
formed in pantomimes at the historic 
Collins music hall in London; had 





I've | 


important arts in more than 50 
| British radio-dramatic productions 
jand sang for three phonographic 
recordings, all unbeknownest to her 
husband. 


Soon after her return to Milwau- 
kee his wife said she was sorry she 
left England. She said she disliked 
American people generally (she was 
born in St. Louis) and Milwaukee 
people especially. 

So, one day when Leissring re- 
turned from work he found in his 
newly furnished apartment only bare 
walls and no furniture. He later 


ture stored under consignment to her 
mother and left nobody knows where 
with the child and family auto- 
mobile. 





Hence, the divorce action. 


| 
‘METRO’S 2D LONDON 
SHOWCASE, PALACE 


London, Aug. 3. 

Metro is negotiating to lease the 
Palace theatre for 10 years at a 
weekly rental of $2,000. Understood 
that Charles B. Cochran, one of the 
Palace directors, instigated the deal 
in Hollywood during a visit there a 
week ago. Two of the other direc- 
tors, it is understood, turned the bid 
down, but negotiations are not 
closed. 

Metro’s idea is to have another 
West End house for super pics on 
long-run base instead of continuous, 
as at the Empire currently. Also 
Metro would like to use the house 
for shows, in between pictures, as 
}a test base for shows to be made 
into films, either here or in Holly- 
wood. 











U’S BAND SONGSTRESS 


San Antonio, Aug. 3. 
Connie Moore, 17, warbler with the 
Ken Moyer combo now at the 
Gunter hotel, signed up for a three- 
month tryout with Universal, 
She left the musical outfit last 
week for her initial screen work. 


SAILINGS 


Aug. 11 (London to New York) 
‘Jacob Wilk (Normandie). 

Aug. 7 ‘(New York to London) 
Roland Young (Queen Mary). 

Aug. 4 (London to New York) 
Hyde and Burrill, George and Jack 
Dormonde, Maurice and Cordoba, 
Albertina Rasch Girls, Reggie Baker 
(Champlain). 

Aug. 4 (London to New York) D. 
E. Griffiths, Clifford Fischer and 
Folies Bergere Co. (Queen Mary). 

Aug. 4 «New York to London) Dr. 
A. H. Giannini, Michael Balcon, 
Rouben Mamoulian, King Vidor, 
Herbert Wiicox, Viadimir Goldman, 
David Sarnoff, Hugh S. Brennan, 
Lloyd A. Briggs, Abe Schecter, How- 
ard Clancy, James A. Fitzpatrick, J. 
S. Hummel, Jacques Thery, Owen 
Sister (Normandie). 

July 30 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
Shirley Temple and parents ¢Malolo). 
| July 30 (London to New York) Mr. 
and Mrs. Max Berman (Duchess of 
York). 











L. A. to N. Y. 


Michael Balcon. 
Stephen Brooks. 
Maurice Conn. 

J. Cheever Cowdein. 
Whitford Drake. 
James F. Fitzpatrick. 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Fonda. 
A. H. Giannini. 
Daniel F. Greenhouse. 
Jack Marta. 

Frank McCracken. 
Walter Meyers. 
Llewelyn Miller. 
Raymond Paige. 

Tom Revere. 

King Vidor. 

Marco Wolf. 





learned that his wife had the furni- | 


Wednesday, August 4, 1937 





rooms 
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HAPPY DAYS IN DIXIE 
FOR H’WOOD COWHANDS 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

With Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘Adven- 
tures of Marco Polo’ in full swing, 
not only the entire contingent of film 
cowboys but all the choice outdoor 
locations as well have been grabbed 
for the picture, resulting in a lot 
lof crowding for favored spots. 

Harry Sherman’s ‘Hopalong Cas- 
sidy’ crew, Bob Steele, Fred Scott, 
Tom Keene and Monogram units 
were falling over one another in 
Placerita canyon behind Newhall. 
Air was full of pistol smoke, vitriol 
and cusswords. 

Choice spots, including the Iver- 
son rancho, Vasquez Rocks and other 
picturesque locations had been tied 
up for Goldwyn’s use for several 
days. 


YANKEE NAMES 
IN ITALIAN PIX 


Rome, July 17. 
talent will be 
sented by three women and one 
man in the casts of the first group 
of films that the new Roman Holly- 
wood is producing. 

American actor is John Lodge, 
who will play the lead in ‘Stasera 
alle undici’ (At 11 O°Clock To- 
night’). Lodge is the first American 
actor to go in for international ex- 
periences. Besides being featured 
in Hollywood productions = and 
starred in British pix, he has played 
in France and is now here. His 
part in ‘Stasera’ is that of a re- 
porter who pretends to be a gang- 
ster in order to win the admiration 
of his girl, she being a detective 
story addict. 


Part of the girl is played by John 
Lodge’s wife, Francesca Braggiotti, 
who has worked in Hollywood, and 
who will be starred in the part of 
the Cartheginian Queen Sofonisba 
in another Italian film, ‘Scipio, the 
African.’ ‘Stasera’ will be the first 
film in which the Lodges appear 
together. It is to be produced by 
SECTET and Oreste Biancoli will 
direct. 


Maria Gambarelli is another 
American in Italian films. She will 
be starred in the part of Miss Lucy 
in the Mander Film production of 
‘il Dottor Antonio’ (‘Doctor An- 
tonio’), based on Ruffini’s novel. 
Miss Gambarelli was signed by Di- 
rector Musso, of the Italian Cinema- 
tographic Industry, who hopes io 
make a pix in Italy which will be 
Suitable for the American market. 
Enrico Guazzoni will direct Gamby’s 
first Italian film. 

Fourth representative of America 
will be Barbara Fairbanks, who will 
play the part of a society girl in 
a comedy, ‘Last Days of Pompeii.’ 
Daughter of Americans who have 
lived in Rome for many years, Miss 
Fairbanks is a novice in films. Capi- 
tani Film and Consorzio Icar are 
the producers. 











American repre- 








Vidor Goes Abroad 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
King Vidor has left for New York 
on the first leg of an European va- 
cash. 
He'll attend the opening of ‘Stella 
Dallas,” which he directed for Sam- 
vel Goldwyn. 





Fox-WC and UA Pix Buy Looks Cold, 


: Other Film Dickers 


+ crass 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Fox-West Coast film buyers have 
said no to United Artists percentage 
demands for the coming season’s 
products with probable result that 
UA will peddle its pictures in the 
open market in teritory covered by 
the circuit. 


Breach developed last year be- 
tween F-WC and Samuel Goldwyn 
with the result that no UA product 
was exhibited in F-Wc houses, 
Goldwyn’s demands are declared by 
circuit buyers to be out of reason, 
Bulk of F-WC first runs played War. 
ner pictures locally in the current 
season, while Warner houses are 
;expected to show the Goldwyn 
features next year same as this, 


Grad Sears, Warner general sales 
manager, among big distribution ex- 
; ecutives who are personally making 
| long trips to close up deals, is due 
back in New York today (Wednes- 
day) from a hurried week’s trip to 
the Coast on sales negotiations with 
Fox-West Coast and other leading 
buyers both in Los Angeles and San 
Francisco. 


Prior to leaving he signed up the 
Saenger chain after personally 





ine 

cepting negotiations at New Or- 
leans Saenger is a 100% buy. 

Product negotiations between 


Paramount and Loew's to place the 
entire Pa: program in Greater New 
York circuit of 60 Loew theatres 
has Loew's putting up a reporiedly 
stiff fight because of Par demands 
for much higher rentals than Loew 
paid under the old 10-year deal. The 
rentals to Par under that term frane- 
chise averaged only 15%, concededly 
| very low. 

That deal was somewhat in the 
‘nature of a compromise since Loew's 
put up a big holier over plans of 
Paramount to build a number of 
houses in the Greater New York 
area, among which were.a few that 
went through to completion but 
under a truce were turned over by 
Par to Loew’s. These included the 
Paradise in the Bronx, Valencia in 
Jamaica and the Kings, Brooklyn. 

While it is assumed that a deal 
will be satisfactorily concluded be- 
tween Par and Loew’s, it is reported 
Par is going to hold out for stiffer 
terms. 

Expectation is that Universal will 
continue booking its ace product 
into the Roxy, N. Y., when it goes 
to 20th-Fox management. Under- 
stood that even with spotting its own 
deluxe product into the Roxy, 20th- 
|Fox will have to find pictures for 
janother 20 to 26 weeks each year. 
This will have to be filled by Uni- 
| versal, Columbia and G-B, since the 
‘other companies won't have any- 
thing to spare for their front-line 
assortment after taking care of af- 
filiated theatres. Of the three, U 
probably will get the best deal. 

B. & K. Great Lakes Circuit was 
signatured to a product deal last 
week by Universal. Jimmy Grainger 
went to Chicago to complete deal 
| while Jules J. Rubens acted for the 
icircuit which has 60 theatres in and 
j about Chicago. 
| Sparks and Starr circuits, also 
Wolfson-Meyer chain of Florida. has 

‘closed for Grand National's 1937-38 
| program. 
Monogram’s first eight films have 
| been booked into F-WC’s Salt Lake 
| spots, making almost a 100¢, cover- 
lage of the Skouras houses in that 
sector. First of Mono’s to be booked 
is ‘Hoosier Schoolboy.’ 














ARRIVALS 


Lona Massey (Ilona Hajmassy), 
Elizabeth Del Adami, 40 International 
|Casino Dancers, Gaston Thierry, 


| Simone Simon, Lili Damita, Gladys 


Hight, Mr. and Mrs. Vic Oliver, Carl 
| Laemmle, Sr., Mr. and Mrs. J. Robert 
| Rubin, Mr. and Mrs, Morton Spring. 
(Sam H. Grisman, Kimberly #nd 
i Paige. 
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HOW HWOOD TOPS NATURE 








Selznick’s Future Brings Up 


Talk of L. B. Mayer's Own Prod. 


Unit at M-G 


+ 





That Louis B. Mayer might con- 
sider establishing his own production 
ynit with Metro in addition to con- 
ducting the over-all operation of the 
Metro lot, under a new deal, and 
thus include his son-in-law, David 
O. Selznick, in such an arrangement, 
is the latest thought heard in the 
trade. 

Mayer is presently in Europe and 
there is considerable speculation, not 
only regarding his future plans, but 
additionally those of Selznick and his 
Selznick-International firm, in which 
John Hay Whitney and several of 
the latter’s friends and relatives are 
interested financially. 

Lehman Bros. banking house is 
also in on S-I, but what the down- 
town firm’s attitude is upon this 
situation has not been ascertained. 

Speculation regarding the possible 
future connection of Dave Selznick 
is persistent in the trade, although 
the S-I firm cannot possibly complete 
its obligations under its present U.A. 
releasing contract for at least one 
year. 

Meantime the S-I people have been 
around talking. 

The hitherto Paramount possibility 
on S-I looks to be cold and in so far 
as inquiry reveals, didn’t get really 
under way in any definite manner. 


JOE HOWARD'S $15,000 
WINDFALL FROM METRO 


Ft. Worth, Aug. 3. 

Joe E. Howard, greying composer 
of ‘I Wonder Who’s Kissing Her 
Now,’ today had a $15,000 check for 
consolation. 

Howard, who is playing and sing- 
ing his famous old tearjerker in Billy 
Rose’s ‘Melody Lane’ at the Frontier 
Fiesta, received the check from 
Metro for pix rights to ‘Stubborn 
Cinderella,’ musical in which John 
Barrymore and Sally Fisher teamed 
on Broadway in 1920. Howard wrote 
the score and later bought the book 
from the authors. Studio deal had 
been hanging fire two years. 

Howard waltzed out and bought a 
new eight-cylinder jallopy. 


Bill Fields’ Star Spot 


In Par’s 38 ‘Broadcast’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 


Top role in Paramount's ‘Big 
Broadcast of 1938’ has been handed 
to W. C. Fields, whose health has 
been completely restored. William | 
LeBaron has okayed the completed 
script. 

Other principals include George 
Burns and Gracie Allen, Martha 
Raye, Ben Blue, Rufe Davis, Shirley 
Ross and Bob Hope. Production gets 
the go signal in September with 
Mitchell Leisen directing and Har- 
lan Thompson producer. Leisen also 
will direct the next Fields opus, 
‘Lock Who’s Here.’ 


Purdue U’s College Pic 


Indianapolis, Aug. 3. 

‘Kornered in Klondike,’ a Purdue 
University production, had its world 
premiere at Lafayette Thursday 
(29), at a publie songfest. R. Kenn | 
Carmichael, Purdue playhouse di-| 
rector and member of the speech | 
faculty, megged; camera by Prof. | 
Justus Rising, of the School of Me- | 
chanical Engineering; sound by | 
John Ditamore, P. U. electrical en- | 
Bineering grad. Roles were taken. 
by studes. | 
This is the first campus produc- 
tion and local cricks who journeyed 
to the college city for a peek at the 
film were encouraging. Film course! 
will be part of college curriculum. | 























With David 0. in It 


Vexatious 








Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Harry Fischbeck, Paramount 
lenser, has received a check 
for 30c from Uncle Sam for 
helping to fignt a forest fire at 
Big Bear Lake. 

Now he’s wondering whether 
fire-fighting comes under the 
head of outside work since 
Studio contract specifies he 
can’t do any. 


RKO Sets Berle for 
Two Weeks at $6,500; 
Leaves Air Aug. 29 


On the strength of his radio rep. 
and one picture for RKO, ‘New 
Faces,’ Milton Berle gets a $2,000 
weekly jump in vaude salary from 
RKO on a two-week deal. He opens 
in Boston Sept. 23, then plays the 
Palace, Chicago, Oct. 1. 

Berle’s salary from RKO will be 
$6,500, plus a split over certain gross 
figures. 














His last vaude salary, from 
Loew’s at the State on Broadway six 
months ago, was $4,500, plus a split. 
Irving Mills office set the RKO deal. 
Berle goes off the air Aug. 29, after 
nearly a year under the sponsorship 
of Gillette over CBS. He has sev- 
eral other air deals pending, but 
leaves directly from Chicago to start 
on his picture termer with RKO. 


Rubin Back But Not 





Very Communicative 





Metre’s production plans in Lon- 
don are being pushed on but so far 
there is no definite indication how 
many films the company may make 
abroad. This was gathered by way 
of J. Robert Rubin’s return this 
week from Europe, where the 
Metro v.p. and general counsel has 
been for several weeks on business 
and pleasure. . 

There was no comment to make 
regarding his business activities 
while’ in Europe. His slant on the 
G-B situation or the new British 
quota regulations were also not 
mentioned. 





So. Cal. Pigskin Rivals 

Kick Over Pic Practice 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Rivals of the University of South- 
ern California and the University of 
California at Los Angeles on the 
gridiron are riled up “because foot- 
ball players from the squads of these 


institutions are getting in plenty 


valuable practice time while work- | 


ing in the various grid films being 
ground on this summer. 

Other schools claim it’s unfair and 
report is around that eastern inter- 
sectional foes of the local teams also 
may file protests. 





J. K. McGuinness Ill 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
James K. McGuinness 
relieved of his producer status at 
Metro because of illness and has 
gone on an indefinite sick leave. He 
was producing ‘Madame X.’ 
E. J. Mannix will reapportion his 
future assignments. 


vr 





has been | 


| 
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INSIDE STUFF ON 
FIRE. FLOOD, ETC, 


Typhoons That Are More | 


Dramatic Than the Real 
Thing, in Goldwyn’s ‘The 
Hurricane’ — Super-Chi- 
cago Fires and Colossal 


Frisco Quakes All Via 


Hollywood’s Abracadabra | 





STUDIO MAGICIANS 





By DENIS MORRISON 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 


Nature is a showman, but Holly- | 


wood is a super-showman. 


Nature does pretty well, consider- | 


ing everything, but Hollywood can 
make her look like an amateur—and 
does. 

Nature busted open some water 
and gas mains in San Francisco in 
1906 and started a fire. 


Hollywood 
heard about it and sniffed. Holly- 
wood tore the whole darn town 


apart, ripped chasms in the earth 
wide enough to drop the fieet into. 
True, certain San Franciscans who'd 
seen nature’s show didn’t like 
Metro’s earthquake sequence in the 
film, ‘San Francisco.’ But the box 
office liked it to the tune of tre- 
mendous grosses. 

This season Hollywood is putting 
on some more super-colossals with 
the general idea of showing nature 
some tricks. 

One of them is 20th-Fox’s Chi- 
cago fire. It’s costing $500,000— 
largest sum ever plunked into a sin- 
gle picture for spectacle. Another 
is Samuel Godlwyn’s South Seas 
hurricane in the film, ‘The Hurri- 
cane,’ and this one set the Goldwyn 
bankroll back around $400,000. These 
two, while doubtless the standout 
spectacles on this season’s 
wood program, aren’t by any means 
the only ones. Special effects biz 
in filmtown has climbed into the 
realm of important money and in the 
course of a normal year’s produc- 
tion the bill for imitating nature 
one way and another is estimated to 
run to around $5,000,000. 

One item film biz and nature own 
in common—secrecy. Nature, grand 
old dame, has more secrets than a 


(Continued on page 27) 


Trailer Sample 
To Whet Gravet 





Fans’ Appetite 





Fernand Gravet’s click in ‘The 
King and the Chorus Girl’ early this 
year caught Warner Bros. short on 
the follow-up because the French 
star decided to return to Paris and 
not resume in Hollywood until Sep- 
tember. Rather than start from 
scratch therefore in building him up 
anew, Mervyn LeRoy figures on 
making a one-reel featurette with 
Gravet, as soon as he returns to 
America, and circularize that as a 
trailer to maintain public interest in 
his new find. 

Gravet is wealthily married in 
France and his U. S. film activities 
are secondary to his private life, 


| hence the studio’s regulation of pro- 


| 
| 
| 
} 
} 


duction is subject to individual ar- 
rangement with Gravet. 

No. 2 film for him will be a co- 
starrer with Carole Lombard, in 
Technicolor. 





PAR RENEWS ESTABROOK 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Paramount has extended Howard 


| Estabrook’s associate producer con- 
| tract another year. 


Estabrook 
‘Wells Fargo.’ 


is now working on 


Holly- | 


+ 











B’way Pals 
Pals of Bill Pine, executive 
assistant to Cecil De Mille, have 
|} been sending him bees and 
wasps by parcel post since 
learning that the sting of a 
giant wasp was blamed for an 
|} auto accident down south. 

The usual comment, ‘I don’t 
| know you were collecting ‘em.’ 


Hecht and MacArthur 
Must Be Exam. Before 


Trial in Bennett Suit 











| Constanee Bennett is entitled to 


| have Ben Hecht and Charles Mac- 
| Arthur, writers, quizzed before trial 
|of her breach of agreement suit, 
|N. Y. Supreme Court Justice Aaron 
| Steuer decided Saturday (31). The 
| court directed the authors to appear 
in N. Y. on Sept. 20 to be questioned. 

Miss Bennett alleges she entered 
agreement with Hecht and Mac- 
Arthur in December, 1935, under 
which they were to write a scenario 
|for her. She avers she advanced 


| them $2,500 with the understanding | 


| that the picture was to be completed 

by June 1, 1936. She claims they 
| failed to write the story or carry out 
the agreement. As a result she lost 
}an additional $60,000 because of 
| turning down a contract to do a pic- 
|ture. She wants the authors to pay 
| her back the $2,500 plus the $60,000. 
| Defendants deny existence of such 


agreement with Miss Bennett and | 


|further contend that the actress 


| knew they were under exclusive con- | 


tract with Paramount and such an 
agreement would have been illegal. 





Spitz, Lehman Conferees 


East After Reorg. Talk 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

President Leo Spitz of RKO-Radio 
and Paul Mazur and Fred Ehrman 
of Lehman Bros. have returned to 
New York following a series of con- 
ferences on the reorganizing of the 
corporation to take it out of the 
77B bankruptcy class by the end of 
the year. 

A. R. McCausland, representative 
of Irving Trust Co., the receiver, Ed 
Newton, Irving Trust attorney, 
Floyd Odlum of Atlas, and Ed Weis], 
Odlum’s counsel, also participated in 
the parleys and have gone back. 
S. J. Briskin was given a renewed 
pact as studio head. 











Doc Giannini’s Huddles 
_ InN. Y. Before Sailing 


Simultaneously with Dr. A. H. Gi- 
annini’s arrival from the Coast, Da- 
| vid Rose, who has been abroad on 
the Goldwyn-Korda options for con- 
| trol of UA, arrived from London. Dr. 
Giannini sails for Europe today 
(Wednesday ). 

Giannini and Rose, a v.p. of UA, 
huddled for a considerable part of 
yesterday (Tuesday). 





Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
| Directors of the United Artists 


| Distributing Corp. met last week in | 


the offices of Dr. A. H. Giannini, 
prez, with Mary Pickford, Douglas 


Fairbanks, Charles Chaplin present | 


|besides Dr. Giannini and George 
Cohen, counsel for Samuel 
wyn and Alexander Korda. 

Routine business only was trans- 
acted. 


Goldwyn OK Again 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Samuel Goldwyn fractured a wrist 
in a fall at his home. 
Hé spent a night at a hospital after 
having the break set, but is now out 
and about again. 


Gold- || 


Goldwyn-UA Merger Talk With RKO 


Continues; Many Exec Powwows 
On Coast; Cite Its Advantages 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 


Possibility of Samuel Goldwyn- 
United Artists in a merger with 
RKO was disclosed Sunday (1), 
when information reached here that 
tentative discussions between the 


two. groups, which were held early 


last week by representatives of 
various factors interested in the 
RKO-Radio setup, had been ap- 


proved by New York principals. 

In the projected plan is seen the 
eventual upward turn in production 
and distribution divisions of RKO, 
coincident with the probable emer- 
gence of the company out of the 77b 
| bankruptcy class sometime late this 
year, 

On the s'de of Radio the conferees 
| were Leo Spitz, president of the 
company; Paul Mazur and Fred Ehr- 
|}man, of Lehman & Co.;: A. H. Me- 
| Causland, representing the receiver, 
|Irving Trust Co., and Carl Newton, 
attorney for the latter, and Fioyd 
|B. Odlum and Ed Weisl, his attor- 
ney. All of them have returned 
| east, Odlum and Weisl having pulled 
| out last Friday. 

Goldwyn occupies a unique trad- 
ing position in the major moves of 
the industry at the present time by 
virtue of his joint holding with 
Alexander Korda of options to pur- 
chase the stock interests in United 
| Artists held snce the organization 
of the company by Mary Pickford, 
Douglas Fairbanks and Charles 
Chaplin. Goldwyn also is owner of 
the United Artisis studio, where his 
own pictures and the Walter Wanger 
product are produced for UA re- 
lease. David Selznick, the third 
major contributor of product, ope- 
|rates his own plant in Culver City. 
| Lehman’s Like It 


| Lehman Bros., who are the major 
| bankers in the RKO situation are 
said to look with particular favor 
on pressing the possib:lity of a Gold- 
(Continued on page 10) 
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Bercy and Pendleton Want Equity 
Reinstatement Now; 7 Already OK'd 


In addition to seven former legit 
players on the Coast who were re- 
instated by Equity, contingent upon 
their payment of fines, and that they 
join the Screen Actors Guild, Wal- 
lace Beery and Nat Pendleton have 
applied to have their suspensions 
lifted. They, like most of the others, 
were in bad standing for refusal to 
join SAG. Whether they contem- 
plate stage appearances is not indi- 
cated. 

Despite its agreement with the 
Hollywood studios, the SAG is not 
yet in a position to force holdouts 
into the organization. Arrangement 
is for a 10-year ‘Guild shop,’ but for 
five years the studios may engage a 
percentage of non-Guilders. There- 
after ail players must be members, 

‘Guild shop’ is patterned along the 
lines of ‘Equity shop’ which orig- 
inally permitted the engaging of 
20% of non-Equityites as against 
80% of members. ‘Equity shop’ was 
fought by Broadway managers who 
contended it was closed shop. Play- 
ers exempted in that arrangement 
were of the virtually defunct Actors 





Edgar Bergen’s U Starrer 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Deal has been signatured between 
Charles R. Rogers and the Music 
Corp. of America under which Ed- 
gar Bergen and his ventriloquist 
dummy, Charlie McCarthy, will be 
starred by Universal. 

Story is reported to be auto- 
biographical in character. John M. 
Stahl will direct and writers soon 
will be assigned to the script. 


WARNERS GRABS TRIO 











After having signed Johnny Davis, 
Fred Waring’s comedian, to an ex- 
clusive contract, Warner Bros. is set 
to take Rosemary and Priscilla Lane, 
also of the Waring’s Pennsylvanians 
organization. Girls are younger sis- 
ters of Lola and Leota Lane. 

Davis WB deal is at $650 a week. 





Fidelity League who, however, were | 


stock. 
tions, stage players must belong to 
Equity or its chorus branch. 

Although Actors Equity Associa- | 
tion is supposed to have a working | 
agreement with the Screen Actors’ 
Guild, a number of “lm players ac- 
tive in Hollywood are still under 
Equity suspension and are so posted 
at AEA headquarters in New York. 
List includes Elizabeth Allen, Lionel 
Barrymore, Alice Brady, Tom Brown, 
Ricardo Cortez, Douglas Dumbrille, 
Eric Linden and Wini Shaw. Under- 
stood all are blacklisted for refusing 
te join SAG. Under the Equity-SAG 
agreement, no member under sus- 
pension in one group is eligible for 
membership in the other. 

Players on the above suspension 
list, it is pointed out, will ultimately 
have to obtain reinstatement if they 
are to remain in pictures. Under 
the SAG pact with the studios, the 
film industry is working on a 95% 
Guild shop. Margin of 5% is for ‘es- 
tablished players who are conscien- 
tiously opposed to joining any organ- 
ization.’ SAG-producer contract, how- 
ever, decrees a 100% Guild Shop | 
bv 1942 and it is pointed out that 
players refusing to join the SAG 
ranks now might be automatically 
barred when asking to have new 
contracts approved. 

In a warning to the suspended 
players printed in Equity magazine 
some months ago, it was stated that 
the suspension was a serious matter 
and that the offending players would 
find difficulty in obtaining rein- 
statement if and when they apply. 
Those on the suspencgi list, while 
able to continue in pix until 1942, 
are meanwhile barred from return- 
in* to legit. 

Fquity suspensions against Lloyd 
N-'en, Harvey Clarke, Lucien Little- 

c'l. Frederic Santley, Jack Oakie 
and Tully Marshall were recently 
set aside, some with penalties at- 
teched, some without. All the sus- 
p-nsions had been for refusing to 
jo'n the SAG. 

One of the matters certain to come 
uv for revision and clarification in 
the realignment of the Four A’s is 
th? question of transfer cards and 
h-norable withdrawals. Also not un- 
lf-cly that the present Equity-SAG 
@~--oment, under the terms of which 
tho latter has to pay the Equity dues 
of its members who are also AEA 
m-nbers, will be either ended or 
e-'-nsively modified. Some question 
whether that particular clause is 
eonstitutional under the AAAA by- 
laws. 


‘Dead End’ Juve Given 
7-Yr. Pact by Goldwyn 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Immediately after a preview of 
*Dead End,’ Samuel Goldwyn tagged 
Leo B. Gorcey, brought out from 
New York for one of the juve rolls, 
to a seven-year contract. 
Plays the part of Spit in the film. 














PHYLLIS BROOKS’ PIC 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Phyllis Brooks is set as the femme 
tonver in ‘Great Diamond Robbery’ 
at 20th-Fox, replacing Claire Trevor, 
ili. 
Mal St. Clair directs. 


Waring-WB film, ‘Varsity Show,’ 


With but a very few excep- | the basic $150,000 for the band plus 


FROM WARING’S BAND 


MISSOURI SHOWS ’EM 





H’weed B.O. If Their S.A. Is O.K. 





St. Louis, Aug. 3. 

Peggy Ann Schenigman, 5-year- 
old prodigy, whose LQ. ratio is rec- 
orded at 140 (genius class), is being 
groomed as a potential addition to 
list of Hollywood’s baby motion pix 
stars. Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
James L. Schenigman, St. 





her intellect last week in lobby of 
Fox theatre under guidance of Alice 
Jones Wientge, who conducts a 
school of dramatic expression. 





Child spelled such words as en- | 
cyclopaedia, pusillanimous, idiosyn- | 
|erasy, prestidigitator with ease, re- | 


| cited the preamble of the Constitu- 
| tion, rattled off the names of every 
|American President and named 
| many large cities in the world and 
'their population without batting an 
eve. 

In addition to her remarkable 
memory, Peggy Ann acts, sings and 
| dances and is expected to click if 
| she weathers screen tests. She fol- 
‘lows Mary Christine Dunn, 2% 
| mental marvel, Bonne Terre, Mo., 
| to Hollywood. 


| 
| 
| 





MG Shorts Idea 


overage, film having exceeded run- | 


ning time by three or four weeks. 
An option for a second Waring fil- 
musical starts at $200,000 flat and 
WB must exercise it within six 
weeks after the first film’s release. 





E. J. O’Brien Heads MG 


Story Dept. in England 





Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Metro has appointed Edward J. 
O’Brien, editor of the annual Best 
Short Stories volume, as head of its 
story department in England, where 
O’Brien makes his home. 

Job will be supervised by Edwin 
Knopf, studio story editor. Don 
Cameron goes from the Culver City 
reading department to work with 
O’Brien. 





Shuberts’ $10,000 Suit 


| Over WB’s ‘Ready, Willing’ 


Select Theatres Corp., controlled 
by the Shuberts, has filed a piracy 
suit in the N. Y. Supreme court 
against Warner Bros. over the pic- 
ture ‘Ready, Willing and Able,’ 
claiming it is a steal on its story, 
‘The Audition,’ which the Shuberts 
bought in 1925. Plaintiff corp. wants 
$10,000 damages. 

Although no complaint has been 
filed, a summons only having been 
served, the action became known 
Monday (2) through the filing of a 
motion by Warners to have the case 
transferred to the Federal court. 
Judge Poletti reserved decision on 
the request. 


INDIAN LAUDATION 


Par Pic Deals With Tribesmen Prior 
to Civil War Period 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

‘The Lost Nation,’ original by Di- 
rector James Hogan, will be pro- 
duced by Paramount’s Lucien Hub- 
bard unit. Story deals with Ameri- 
can Indian tribes in the period just 
before the Civil War. 

Picture will be placed on the late 
fall schedule. 


Judy Garland’s Buildup 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Judy Garland’s performance in 
Metro’s ‘Broadway Melody of 1938’ 
has brought her added recognition 
at the studio and she is to be heavily 
featured in her next two films, 
‘Swing Fever’ and ‘Thoroughbreds 
Don’t Cry.’ 

Edwin L. Marin will direct the 
first and Alfred E. Green replaces 











J. Walter Ruben as megger on 
‘Thoroughbreds.’ Harry Rapf pro- 
duces both. 





S-I MOPPET UNDER KNIFE 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Ann Gillis, 10-year-old player who 
is Becky Thatcher in Selznick Inter- 
national’s ‘Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer,’ is in Hollywood hospital 
recovering from an emergency ap- 
pendectomy. 

Director Norman Taurog will shoot 
around the moppet until she re- 
covers. 
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And Windsors 


David Miller, Metro shorts’ direc- | 


| tor, is in Europe sub rosa trying to 
| line up foreign bigwigs to serve as 
subjects for M-G one-reelers. 

| Idea is to get each of the three big 
| dictators to permit a camera to fol- 
low ’em as they go through their 
daily chores. Each single-reel would 
be labeled as ‘A Day With Mussolini,’ 
etc. 

Abroad on a roving assignment for 
one year, Miller took no camera 
crew along, but expects to pick one 
up when needed. Other unusual 
items of topical or political interest 
stumbled over will also be lensed as 
shorts material. 

While as far as can be ascertained 
no overtures have been made to the 
Duke and Duchess of Windsor, it is 
assumed as certain that Metro will 
make an effort to get the couple to 
do a short. Much more diplomatic 
than waving money will be Metro’s 
offer. The couple will be asked if 
they’d like to show Americans via a 
short how happy is their life and 
thus possibly tempt the Duke with 
the chance to again justify his abdi- 
cation. 


_—v 





MacMurray in Hues 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Fred MacMurray cops the mascu- 
line topspot in Paramount’s ‘Men 
With Wings,’ first film to be pro- 
duced by Jeff Lazarus under his new 
setup. Randolph Scott also in it. 
William A. Wellman directs and 
film will be made in technicolor. 


Walsh Handles ‘Cage’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Raoul Walsh has been tagged to 
direct ‘A Girl in a Cage,’ which 
Jesse Lasky will produce at Radio. 
Lily Pons and Jack Oakie head 
the cast. 











Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
George Archainbaud will direct 
the Fanchon production, ‘Summer 
Romance,’ at Paramount. 
Picture is slated for the cameras 
this week. 





Warners’ Twinitis 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Mauch twins, Billy and Bobby, 
will be cast in ‘Penrod and His Twin 
Brother’ at Warners. 
William McGann will direct and 
Pr-van Foy is slated to produce. 





DiMaggio’s Pic Chore 

Billy K. Wells has been signatured 
by Republic Pictures to write a 
couple of comedy sequences for Joe 
DiMaggio, Yankee baseball player, 
and Henry Armetta, which will be 
filmed in New York and go into the 
studio’s ‘Manhattan Merry - Go - 
Round.’ Wells is in N. Y. 

Deal was set by the Lou Irwin of- 
fice. 





Louis | 
County, Peggy gave an exhibition of | 


Archainbaud’s ‘Romance’ | 
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Buck Jones Goes Historical 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Coronet Pictures has taken space 
jat Grand National studios for the 
| first Buck Jones western to be made 
junder the new setup. 

Film is titled ‘West of Hollywood’ 
and will be the initial attempt on 
the part of Jones to break away from 
ithe traditional six-gun  thud-and- 
thunder type, with heavier stress on 
|historical background and _ interest. 
|Starting date has been set for Aug. 
15. 


FILMLAND’S ANTI-NAZIS 
"— SHINDIG ON 1ST ANNI 


First anniversary dinner dance 
and floor show of the Hollywood 
Anti-Nazi League will be held next 
Thursday (5) at the Ambassador 





hotel. 
Entertainers include Phil Baker, 
Ray Bolger, George Jessel, Fanny 


Brice, George Burns and Gracie Al- 
len, Charles Butterworth, Eddie 
| Cantor, Sigmund Romberg, Bert 
| Wheeler, Edgar Bergen and Charlie 
| McCarthy, Bing Crosby, Gordon and 
| Revel, Johnny Green and orchesira, 
| Dorothy Lamour, Frances Langford, 
| Fred MacMurray and the Ritz Bros. 





‘DeMille Sets Hudson’s 
| Bay Co. Yarn as Next 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

C. B. DeMille’s next picture for 
Paramount will be ‘The . Long 
| Traverse,’ story based on the history 
|of the Hudson’s Bay Co. 

Jeanie Macpherson is working on 
the script of the yarn, which was 
developed by Jeff Lazarus while 
head of Paramount’s story depart- 
ment, and will follow De Mille’s 
|current picture, ‘The Buccaneer.’ 





Par Takes ‘Linger Letty’ 
As Martha Raye Starrer 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Paramount has purchased screen 
rights to the stage comedy, ‘Linger 
Longer, Letty,’ from Anne Nichols 
and Edward E. Rose and will pro- 
duce it as a starrer for Martha Raye 
following her co-featured film with 
Bob Burns, ‘Ensenada.’ 

‘Linger Longer, Letty’ was first 
produced on Broadway in 1920. 





Ex-Vauders on Film 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
| ‘The Girl of the Boardwalk,’ orig- 
|inal by Ben Hecht and Charles 
| Lederer, has been placed on the 
production sked by Samuel Gold- 
wyn. Yarn is built around a group 
of ex-vaude actors trying to adjust 
themselves to living in Atlantic 
City. 

Merle Oberon and Sigrid 
have been cast. 


Gurie 





Coxe, Rogers Dualing 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

George Harmon Coxe and Howard 
Emmett Rogers, Metro scripters, are 
doing a dual writing job on the 
screenplays of ‘I Love You Again’ 
and ‘Rage of Paris.’ 

Lawrence Weingarten is set to 
produce the first on his return from 
Europe. 





Mitchell-Durant Split 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Frank Mitchell and Jack Durant, 
teamed 10 years, will go their sepa- 
rate ways and have signed individual 
contracts at RKO. 
Both will be seen and heard in 
‘Love in a Basement.’ 





Dot Lamour’s Trio 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Paramount has handed Dorothy 
Lamour the femme lead in a trio of 
forthcoming productions starting off 
with ‘The Big Broadcast of 1938.’ 
She will appear with George Raft 
|in ‘Argentine Love,’ and will play 
lalso in ‘Jungle Love.’ 





be 


. 
ing — But Sometimes | 


Fools Everybody 
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Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Hollywood’s way of deli, ering in. 
vitations to press previews and pre. 
mieres is getting to be an infallible 
tipoff as to what the studios think of 
their pictures. These invitations are 
graded, both as to invitees and man. 

ner of presenting the invitations. 
Metro has three-way delivery. Top 
is the embossed invitations 


V 
numbered seats. These preves — 
usually set for Grauman’s Chinese 
or the Carthay Circle. The invita. 
tions are delivered by messenger 
boys in green automobiles. 

Next is the telegram invitation, 
presentation of the telegram at the 
! door being the ticket. These are de- 


livered long enough in advance of 
the preview to have been covered 
just as well by mail, but the wire 
service is believed more likely to 
strike reviewers as an imperial com- 
mand. 

Third is the telephone call. saying 
that Such-and-Such a picture will be 
previewed tomorrow night at the 
So-and-So theatre and tickets in the 
critic's name can be had from the 
doorman. This sort of preview is 
usually held 20 miles from any- 
where and critics often pay off some 
friend living in the neighborhood by 
letting him cover it for them. 

Par’s cocktail party directly before 
preview of ‘High, Wide and Hand- 
some’ recently was the first time at- 
tempted .at an afternoon showing 
and oddly in Westwood, a college 
town, which allows no bars near the 
| university buildings. 

While new to Hollywood, cocktail 
premieres are old stuff in New York 
and London, but in those towns it’s 
a night routine and usually reserved 
for pictures figured by distribbers as 
turkeroos. 

The London Idea 

In London formal previews often 
serve not only drinks before show- 
ings but buffet suppers and dances 
afterward—all on the cuff of the re- 
leasing company. Idea is that even 
a regiment of Nathans and Swaffs 
couldn’t pan on a full stomach. 

Universal on eve of premiere of 
‘The Road Back’ sent all the Holly- 
wood critics a special edition of Eric 
| Remarque’s novel, delivering each 
copy with March Lachmann’s comps 
by special messenger. 

While undoubtedly creating good 
will for the pic, the book also opened 
the door betwen the pic and the 
novel a little wider by letting crix 
make comparisons without even 
going to the library to look it up. 

Often, of course, the studios idea 
of what it has isn’t the public's idea 
at all—and a super colossal opening 
following several sneakviews will 
turn out to be something that kept 
everybody up till midnight for no 
good reason. 

On the other hand the program- 
mer reduced to telephonic invita- 
tions and a preview in the sticks 
may turn out to be the picture of the 
year. 

Which is why other people beside 
Sid Skolsky like Hollywood. 


Betty Bronson _— A 
Come Back in Indie Pic 


Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 3. 

Betty Bronson, who in private life 
is Mrs. Ludwig Lauerhass, of Ashe- 
ville, will play the lead in “The Yo- 
deling Kid from Pine Ridge,’ to be 
produced in Hollywood independent- 
ly. Miss Bronson is perhaps best 
known for her ‘Peter Pan.’ She re- 
sides in North Carolina now. 

Tennessee Ramblers, Charlovte 
hillbilly outfit, will also be in the 
picture. 











Berke Joins Conn 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

William Berke has moved over 
from Monogram where he held @ 
producer spot to Maurice Conn, who 
has assigned him as_ executive 
producer on all films he makes. 

Last chore with Mono was on 
‘Atlantic Flight.’ 





GRANT MITCHELL’S RESCUE 


Laguna Beach, Cal., Aug. 3. 

Grant Mitchell, veteran picture 
character actor, was rescued from 
drowning by lifeguards July 2. 
Actor was caught by a riptide and 
carried seaward. 

His physician ordered him to bed 
to recuperate. 
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Adjot journ Philly Paramount Strike 
Injunction Until Next Wed. (11) 





Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 

Temporary injunction to stem off 
the indie date and buying strike 
against it, was obtained by Para- 
mount in a surprise action in Federal 
court here last Friday (30), Re- 
strainer, which was originally effec- 
tive until yesterday (Monday) morn- 
ing, was continued at that time by 
District Judge Oliver B. Dickinson. 
Final hearing date is tentatively set 
for next Wednesday (11). Attorneys 
will meet tomorrow, however, in the 


Judge’s chambers to agree on modi- 
fications which the court indicated 
it would grant on the injunction. 


Despite desire of attorneys for 
both sides to go ahead with the argu- 
ment at once, Judge Dickinson or- 
dered the continuance because short 
notice didn’t give U. S. marshals 
sufficient time to serve all the de- 
fendants named in the bill of com- 
plaint. They include United Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of Eastern 
Pennsylvania, Southern New Jersey 
and Delaware, 10 of its officers, 13 
other individuals, and 15 operating 
corporations who have been active in 
the strike. 

Paramount was represented at 
yesterday's hearing by former Attor- 
ney General William A. Schnader 
and Morgan S. Kaufman, of Philly, 
and Austin C. Keough and Louis 
Philips, of the firm’s New York coun- 
sel. UMPTO’s attorneys were Ben- 
jamin Golder and Otto Krause, Jr. 
Golder, former congressman, three 
times has defeated five major pro- 
ducers, including Paramount, iri Fed- 
eral Court actions growing out of 
their refusal to allow double-featur- 
ing. 

Plans had been made by UMPTO 
to hold a mass-meeting starting the 
date strike at 11 a. m. yesterday, 
exactly the same time the hearing on 
the injunction was set. Meeting was 
held anyway, with about 125 exhibs 
present. While awaiting word from 
the court, many of those attending 
agreed to double their previous sub- 
Scriptions to carry on the fight. Many 
others, not users of Par, also chipped 
in, which sends the war chest near 
the $10,000 mark. 

Par ‘Afraid’? 


The group was addressed by Golder 
following adjournment of the court. 
‘This situation is unique,’ he said. 
‘You are to be congratulated on it. 
It is the first time in the history of 
the film industry that a producer has 
ever had to go into court against an 
independent exhibitor and yell for 
help. It’s an admission that Par is 
being hurt. Stick to it.’ 

Golder warned that Par has started 
this suit and may start others to 
coerce exhibs into signing for next 
Season, telling them they'll drop the 
suit if they ink the line. ‘But you 
have nothing to fear if you stick to- 
8ether,’ he declared. ‘They can’t sue 
5,000 exhibitors.’ 

He said he was willing to let the 
company start suit for breach of con- 
tract against any member not ac- 
cepting August dates, for he was sure 
he could prove the contract void, 
as Par had already broken it by fail- 
ing to deliver the six promised pix. 


Golder further explained to the 
exhibs the favorable spot they are 
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Goldwyn ‘Hurricane’ Sets 
Burned; $7,500 Damage 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 


Sets of Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘The 
Hurricane’ were damaged to the ex- 
tent of $7,500 when special-effects- 


powder blew up the studio arsenal, 
apparently from spontaneous com- 
bustion due to heat. 

City fire-fighting apparatus was 
rushed to United Artists studio and 
prevented spread of the blaze to the 
‘Adventures of Marco Polo’ sets. 


PRESNELL ANKLES U; 
PIX DISPLEASE HIM 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Robert Presnell resigned from his 
producer post at Universal last Sat- 
urday (31) after being on the lot 
since January, 1936, during which 
period he was at the production helm 
of 10 pictures. 

t is understood he was displeased 
with the class of films handed to 
him. Previous to resigning he said 
he had formed a connection with 








another studio which he will an- 
nounce on his return from a two 
months’ vacation trip. 





Gabe Yorke Joins Hays 
On Coast as Newsherder 





Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
has joined the Will 
Hays office as assistant to Tom 
Pettey with specific assignment to 
take care of horde of visiting mag- 
azine scribblers, radio and news 
commentators. 

Yorke formerly was publicity head 
at 20th-Fex. 

Yorke will also be the Hays of- 
fice’s advertising advisory council 
administrator on the Coast. The 
council is composed of advertising 
and publicity executives of major 
companies headed in New York by 
Lester Thompson. 


Gabe Yorke 





John Barrymore Joining 
Irene Dunne’s RKO Pic 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
John Barrymore steps into the cast 
of Radio’s ‘The Joy of Loving,’ Irene 
Dunne starrer, in a featured char- 
acter role with the romantic lead 


| still to be assigned. 


Story. musical score and lyrics will 
be another trio job by Jerome Kern 
and Dorothy and Herbert Fields, and 
final script will be handed to Edward 
Chodorov, who just moved over 
from Metro, for polishing. 





DIAPER REVUE 


Metro Plans Juve ‘Broadway Melody’ 
Poking Fund at Its Elder 








Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Metro has assigned John W. Con- 
sidine, Jr.. to produce ‘Baby Broad- 
way Melody of 1938’ as an all-juve- 
nile musical designed to poke some 
fun at regular musicals. 
Florence Ryerson and Edgar Allan 





now in because of refusal to sign 
new contracts at this time of the 
year. He said Par had to have sigs 
On the line to take to the bank for 
money for next season's production. 
A wide, concerted move by indies 
to refuse to sign, he said, would tie 
up the producer. 


In spite of a statement by Schnader 
that he would consider holding of 


the mass-meeting to be contempt of | 


said it was not. He. | 
| will not 


court, Golder 
however, advised exhibs to give up 
other plans of action. These included 
picketing by sound truck of the Par 


exchange and houses using Par 
films: an 


reading. ‘ 
Pictures’; distribution of half million 
handbills: free a. m. shows for kids 
at the nearest competing house on 
(Continued on page 23) 


|came east for 


Woolf are scripting. 


MILT HODENFIELD EAST 


While Will Hays i on the Coast 
on his annual summer visit and va- 
cation, Milton Hodenfield, personal 
secretary to the president of Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors, 
a respite, arriving in 
N. Y. this week. 

Present indications are that Hays 
return to New 
some time next month. 








AL GREEN’ Ss ‘THOROUGHBREDS’ 
airplane with a trailer | 
Don't patronize Paramount | 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 


York until | 
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NOT FORGING PIA 


‘Absent Treatment’ Charged 
to Exchanges in Retalia- 
tion for % Pix Demands 
—Distribs Deny Any 
Freezeout Methods 


EXHIBS NOW ANXIOUS 


Minneapolis, Aug. 3. 
Members of Northwest Allied 
States, who are on record as refus- 
ing to buy percentage pictures, 


claim they’re being given the ‘absent 
treatment’ even by major companies 
who are selling deals flat. They 
charge an ‘unwritten agreement’ 
among virtually all the major dis- 
tributors here to ‘punish’ and whip | 
them into line. With the new sea- 
son fast approaching and many of 
the leading independent exhibitors 

sans product some of the boys are 
said to be getting panicky. 

However, exchange managers deny 
there’s any agreement to give the 
percentage picture fighters the go- 
by. They declare they’ve been ‘con- 
centrating on the smaller  out-of- 
town accounts’ and eventually will | 
get around to soliciting the Twin 


City independents and larger out- 
of-town exhibitors. Frank Mantzke, 
Universal branch manager, says his 


salesmen will start contacting Twin 
City accounts within a fortnight. 
But some of the local independent 
exhibitors feel that maybe the fight 
against percentage deals has proved 
a boomerang and that the com-/| 
panies have banded _ together— 
secretly, of course—for a ‘strike’ of } 
their own against the exhibitors. 
They point out they’ll need pictures 


to keep their theatres open and | 
they aren’t being sold any. No} 
salesmen call and exchange heads | 


don’t even keep appointments. | 

Inside dope is that, under any cir- | 
cumstances, the percentage picture 
ban is to be lifted as far as Metro is 
concerned and that there'll be an 
‘unofficial understanding’ 
Northwest Allied members that 
they’ll be free to make deals with 
that company. 
action, they Say, is ‘fewer grievances | 
against MGM’ and the fact that ex- 


| 


Justification for this | 


there’s danger that they may be 
hard-pressed for pictures 
tinue in operation, 


to con- 


pictures flat that the company is 
more entitled to some percentage 
deals than any of the other 
distributors. 





Exhibitors who are presently per- 
spiring over failure of Paramount to 
deliver six pictures sold this season 
(1936-37), threatening boycotts, buyer 
strikes, etc., may be surprised to find 
that a precedent is likely to be set 
by 20th-Fox whose sales chief, John 
D, Clark, can see no reason for kid- 
ding anyone. 

In view of the fact that 
some possibility 20th-Fox 
be able to deliver ‘Stanley and Liv- 
ingston,’ the picture Mrs. Martin 
Johnson will make, during the 1957- 
38 season, Clark is reported figuring 
it would be smart to just let the 
20th-Fox accounts know they prob- 
ably will have to wait until the fol- 
lowing year for the film. Then 20th 
would be keeping faith and there 
could be no complaint. 

Were this done at this particular 


there is 
may not 





Metro has assigned Alfred E. 

Green to direct ‘Thoroughbreds | 
Don’t Cry’ in place of J. Walter 
Ruben, who authored the script. 


Harry Rapf produces 


time when selling is under way 
| throughout the country, it would 


establish a precedent that may be of 


far-reaching importance. 


CLAIM qicTains Allied’s A. F. Myers in D. C. Airs 


His Views on Par’s Holdout Pix; 
Urges a Federal Investigation 





65% of So. Calif. Indie 


locally against Paramount Pictures 
| for alleged failure to live up to con- 
tractual obligztions, 
of 165 
| California and Arizona, as 
lined up 
organization by 
dates, or 


| cameras at RKO this week. 


| tion, 
| sought, 
| Next Joe Penner pic, 


| wood Bandwagon’ 
| kin, RKO production head, asserts 
among the | commitments on the home lot will 
| keep her busy until the first of the | 
| year. 


jing on ‘Vivacious Lady,’ 


hibitors must have some new-season | the illness of James Stewart some | 
product under contract, especially of 


They feel that | | ‘Irene,’ 


MGM delivers so many box-office | | have solo starring spot. 


John Clark Mulls Idea of Telling 
Exhibs Just What 20th Can't Deliver 


+ 
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Houses Back Par Curb 
Los Angeles, Aug. 3 

Mass exhibitor committee, which 

is conducting the embargo fight 


published a list 
indie houses in Southern 
solidly 
against the distributing 
withdrawing play- 
refusing to enter into con- 





tract negotiations for the new sea- 
son. 

Number of houses listed is ap- 
| proximately 65% of the total indie 


theatres in the territory, 


RADIO SETS TRIO TO HIT | 
_ CAMERAS, 1ST THIS WK. | 


Hollywood, Aug. 3 
‘Love In a Basement,’ directed by 
Lew Landers, is expected to hit the 








‘Seeing | 
under Richard Bosson’s direc- 
for which Lee Tracy is being 
is the next on the slate. | 
‘An Apple a 
Day,’ is tentatively set as the third | 
on the sked, 

‘Apple’ has been delayed through 


Eye,’ 


| the illness of P. J. Wolfson, who was | 


Washington, Aug. 3 

Federal action against any distrib- 
utors which withhold promised pic- 
tures has been sought by independ- 
ent theatre owners now boycotting 
Paramount for failure to deliver on 
1936-37 contracts. 

Formal complaint, charging unfair 
competition in violation of Federal 
statutes, was sought from the Federal 


Trade Commission last week by 
Abram F. Myers, general counsel 
of Allied States Association, which 


is the 
paign. 


anti-Par cam- 
Hinted that practices of other 
major distribs may be subject of later 
squawks in specifically asking for 


nucleus of the 


{Government help in punishing Par. 


Besides charging dishonesty, Myers 
declared the Par failure to release 
six flickers ballyhooed as part of the 


| current season’s program constitutes 


| 


unfair competition with rival studios, 
| thus affording legal excuse for Gov- 
ernment action. Free advertising for 


| 20th Century-Fox was given in the 


| 


; aware 


to have produced. Likely it will be | 


| given another producer inasmuch as 
| Wolfson probably will not be able 


to take charge. 





‘Ginger Rogers Loanout 





Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Deal for Warners to borrow 
Ginger Rogers from RKO for ‘Holly- 
is off. S. J. Bris- 


Currently in ‘Stage Door,’ Miss 
Rogers still has three weeks’ shoot- 
halted by 


time ago. Untitled Technicolor Fred 


Astaire-Rogers musical will go after | 


‘Lady’ washup, to be followed by 
in which Miss Rogers will | 


Marion Ainslee and Guy Endore | 
|are scripting the untitled first color 
major | 


| 





| that 


| released 40 of its 65 pictures; 


letter, PTS. 
would 
product if 
not expect to 
the withheld 


when Myers told the 
probably many indies 
signed for their 
that Par did 
through with 


have 


come 
block, 

Misrepresentation charge was 
backed up by numerous exhibits 
showing Paramount's original intent 
to release the six, which include 
Gary Cooper and Marlene Dietrich 
vehicles. Myers gave the Governe- 
ment unit copies of Par lease, an- 
nouncement book, trade paper ad- 
vertisemecnts, and report on deliveries 
this season. 

‘Please note that Paramount had 
that 
all of the higher (A and B) cate- 
gories had-been utilized; that 15 of 


| the 24 C pictures had been delivered, 


To WB N.G.; Too Busy 


and that only 13 of the 29 low-price 
pictures had been delivered,’ Myers 
said. ‘Admittedly the allocation of 
pictures has little, if any, relation to 
cost; pictures are valued mainly ac- 


| cording to their box office potential- 


| 


picture designed for Astaire-Rogers. | 


Irving Berlin will do the music. 








‘Booloo’ Crew in Japan 
Tokyo, July 15. 


Clyde Elliott, director; Carl Burger, 
cameraman, and Colin Tapley, actor, 


on their way to the Malay Peninsula | 


to make ‘Booloo’ (temporary title) 
for Paramount, are in Japan for a 
few days. 
be shown through Shochiku’s Ofuna 


| suit 


| 


| 


| 


| 


Bette Davis’ Month’s Rest 


While here the party will | 


studio and, before leaving, will spend | 


a day at Kyoto, 
plants there. 

Balance of the ‘Booloo’ company 
is expected to pass through in about 
a month, 


inspecting the film 





STEN’S 1ST AT GN 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

‘At Your Service’ will be the ini- 
tial Anna Sten picture to be pro- 
duced at Grand National by Dr. Eu- 
gene Frenke, her husband. 

Hans Kraly and Albert Cohen are 
scripting. 


ities, In the case of Paramount, the 
sole object is to get in the big money 
early in the season and to leave a 
deficiency in the lower brackets. 
‘This is made clear by the further 
practice of Paramount of withhold- 
ing from release, during the last two 


(Continued on page 10) 





Scout Sues Agency On 
Deanna Durbin Coprtract 





Los Angeles, Aug. 3. 

Rita Stanwood Warner has filed 
against Sherrill-Falkin agency 
seeking an accounting on coin earned 
by the outfit on their cortract with 
Deanna Durbin. She also asks court 
judgment equal to 25% of agents’ 
percentage on moppet’s pact. 

Alleges that as a scout for the 
agency she recommended the singer, 
then known as Edna May Durbin, 
and that she was signed Nov. 2. 
1935. Asserts that actress’ contract 
at Universal calls for $1,500 to $2,000 
weekly. 








Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Physicians have 
month 
effects of sunstroke suffered 


Calif. 


Player must remain in a darkened 


room 


WB’S SCOUT BOONEING CHI 
Chicago, Aug. 3. 
talent 


| Joe Ribinctein, 
| Warner Bros., 
looking over some possibilities. 

Off on a six-week tour of the 
west spots, and due 
in September. 
ticularly keen on 
singles around here. 


seeker 


back in 
early 
radio acts 
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Bad Pictures; Also Has a No. 2 Gable 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
Coolacres, Cal., Aug. 3. 





Dear Joe: 

Got hold of a great little hoofer by the name of Vic Guinness, who 
passed through here and was thumbing his way back east. It seems he was 
in Hollywood for two months and his patience and bankroll gave out wait- 
ing for a break; also he got tired of eating rice with 40 different kinds of 
sauces, He figured he was another Fred Astaire with the same steps but 
with more hair. He didn’t get a tumble; he was practically a stand-in for 
an extra that .ever worked. He has a great personality and I kinda took 
a likin’ to him right away. Aggie said I was buying myself plenty of 
aspirin tablets hiring the kid, but you know Aggie, she always looks on 
the cool side of things. 

Anyway I put the kid right to work in our dancing school. He tried to 
make a touch for a pound note but I gave him five minutes of fast talk 
end made him head instructor and, besides all that, he gets 10% of the 
net from the dancing school, starting after our big show. Well, he was 
tickled to death. Aggie fixed up the spare room and he pecks and pads 
with us. And does he peck—he has the biggest appetie I ever saw. He is 
one of those icebox burglars. You know, he takes a chair at night and 
sits in the ice box and eats his way out. He just barely leaves the design 
on the plates, Aggie is trying to find out the things he didn’t like, but so 
far she hasn’t. 

He’s a swell-looking kid but dumb. He is so dumb you'd imagine he 
was a vice-president of something. He wasn’t in town 24 hours when his 
address book looked like the telephone directory. Two of our pupils’ 
mothers took one look at him and asked what the rates were for him to 
ieach ‘em how to rhumba. He is strictly on the make and carries a comb— 
you know the kind, does a step,’ and has his hair fall all over his face—- 
then takes the comb out and combs his hair back. And do the dames go 
nuts! I think I got another Clark Gable if he’s handled right. I got to 
hold him down a little because you gotta be careful in these small towns. 
He’s just at that age he’d even go out with the tide. 

He has a couple of swell routines that it will take our pupils at least 
i4wo months to learn, Aggie and me can do them, but it makes us puff. 
Anyway we like the old-fashioned stuff; give me Primrose soft-shoe and 
a sand dance, and they can keep all these newfangled stuff. I figure on 
using the kid to relieve Aggie in the boxoffice, but I wanna see first if the 
kid has any larceny in him. Not that he could get away with much. We 
bank our dough at the end of the day in a kid’s dime bank. 

Business at the theatre is just so-so, although we are now getting a 
better grade of bad pictures. We opened last Monday without any change 
in the till and the first dame came to the window with a sawbuck note. 
Well, Aggie gave me the sign, and I strolled over and said, ‘Ain’t the boy 
back from the bank with the change yet?’ So I took the sawbuck and 
went over to the bank to change it. Everybody seemed to have big bills 
that day and it had me troting in and out of the bank all day. One guy 
saw me going in and out a dozen times, said ‘Gee, you certainly must be 
worried about your balance.’ Some of these natives have a small streak 
of humor in ’em. 

Read where vaudeville didn’t do so good in the burly houses. Aggie 
sez they ought to try a joke-strip number...you know strip the jokes until 
they get to a new one. Aggie has some swell ideas sometimes. Give my 
best to the gang and tell ’em me and Aggie hopes they're not adding any 
more holes to their belts, SEZ 


Your Pal, 


LEFTY. 
P.S.—The kid just called Aggie ‘mom.’ I don’t think he’s gonna last long. 


2OTH’S NET FOR 26 {RCA Net $1,927,240 
WEEKS, $4,584,514 Above Last Year’s 


Twentieth Century-Fox earnings Net profit of Radio Corp. of 
nt the midyear mark were running pe ga sg age i aneliee 
at the rate of $3:50 per common eee een Sey Sees ies ad 

y . 7 an increase of $1,927,240 over the 
share or slightly higher, according same period in 1936. Statement of 
io the consolidated profit and Joss 











income issued Monday (2) showed 
statement issued by the company | an even greater gain for the first 


half of the year, the net income for 
the six months ended June 30 being 
$4,647,385 as compared with $1,763,- 
779 in the first half of the preceding 
year. 


The net profits of the corporation, 
after paying all preferred dividends, 
amounted to more than 2lc per 
share on the 13,880,684 common 


shares outstanding. 
} 


last week, This report showed the 
corporation and wholly-owned sub- 
sidiaries having a net operating 
profit, before deductions and taxes, 
of $4,584,514 for the 26 weeks ended 
June 26, which was about in line 
with expectations in Wall Street. 
With deductions for all charges in- 


cluding federal income taxes but not 


for surtax on undistributed profits, 
20th-Fox net: profit was $3,755,483 
for the same period against only 
$2,769,190 for the first half of last 
year. Company deducted $243,431 
for interest expense, amortization of 
diseount and expenses on funded 
debt and depreciation of fixed as- 
sets. and: $585,600 for federal income 
laxes. 


In the quarter ended June 26, nei 


profit after deductions, was $1,687,- | 


885 as against $1,529,430 in similar 
quarter 1936. 

The net profit, after all deduc- 
tions, in the first half of 1937 was 
equal 
Afier allowing for payment of 75c 


for half a year on the preference is- | 


sue, profit was equivalent to $1.76 
per share, 

Because no dividends were received 
from National Theatres Corp, in this 
period, no amount from this com- 
pany in which 20th-Fox holds 42% 
interest was included in the profit- 
loss statement. 

Gross income from sales and 
rentals of films and literature to- 
talled $27,565,123 for the 26 weeks. 
Oiher income brought the amount to 
$28,156,594. Amortization of pro- 
duction costs, listed as $13,261,243. 
was the largest expense item. The 
company figured as a deductible ex- 
pense ‘item, $3,225,438 for participa- 
dien in- film rentals. 


to $3.88 on the preferred. | 








Gross income from operations rose 
| more than $6,000,000 to $27,864,589 


in the June quarter as compared. 


| with the same three-month period in 

1936. Gross income for the six 
| months this year totalled $52,795,700 
against $43,942,526. Company had 
$3,030,291 remaining at the end of 
| the six months in profit after mak- 
|/ing all dividend distributions as 
compared with only $146,685 in the 
same period last year. 


PATHE EARNING OVER 
$209,000 PER ANNUM 


Pathe Films’ earnings currently 
are running at the rate of more than 
$209.000 per year, statement of profit 
for six months issued last week re- 
vealed. Actually the corporation will 
show considerably more than twice 
this amount because it will receive 





35% of dividends declared by Du 
Pont Mfg. Pathe Films already is 
credited. with $70,056 in dividends 


received. ‘this being its portion of 
undistributed earnings of Du Pont. 

Pathe showed net profit of $104,549 
for the six months ended June 30, 
after all deductions. Also was re- 
ported that Du Pont Film had net 
profit in same period of $725,000 
against $596.000 in comonarable 
period last year. , 


B. F. Keith, K-A-O Nearly 
Double ’36 6-Mo. Earnings 


Both B. F. Keith and Keith-Albee- 
Orpheum Corp. showed net profits 
of nearly double the 1936 amounts 
for the first 26 weeks ended July 3 
as compared with same period last 
year. Keith net was $513,727 against 
$351,586 in the comparable 26 weeks 
of 1936 while K-A-O showed a net 
profit of. $687,190 for the first 26 
weeks against $424,573 in the pre- 
ceding year. 

Keith-Albee-Orpheum reported a 
net profit of $1,563,357 for the 53 
weeks ending on July 3, which is 
equal to $24.31 per share on the 64,- 
304 shares of convertible preferred 
stock outstanding. The company’s 
earnings this year up to the July 
date amounted to $10.69 per pre- 
ferred share against only $6.60 for 
the corresponding period 1936. 
Keith net for the 53 weeks totalled 
$1,249,523. 


Capitol, N.Y., Held 
Liable on ‘Letty 
Lynton Profits 


Owners of theatres in which mo- 
tion pictures held by the courts to 
have been plagiarized are exhibited 
are held equally liable to damages, 
as are the producers of the picture, 
Federal Judge Robert P. Patterson, 
N. Y., ruled Friday (30). He de- 
cided that the Moredall Realty Corp., 
owners and operators of the Capitol 
theatre, N. Y., must recompense 
Edward Sheldon and Mrs. Margaret 
Ayer Barnes for permitting the 
showing of Metro’s picture, ‘Letty 
Lynton,’ and to turn over to the 
authors all profits made by the pic- 
ture during its long run at that the- 
atre. The court decision will have 
an enormous effect on the owners of 
theatres throughout the country. A 
permanent injunction has technically 
stopped further showing of the pic- 
ture, although practically the films’ 
commercial longevity has long since 
lapsed. 

Sheldon and Mrs. Barnes originally 
sued Metro on the claim that the pic- 
ture, ‘Letty Lynton,’ had been.theft- 
ed from their play, . ‘Dishonored 
Lady,’ which was written in 1930. 
The picture was produced in 1932. 
The authors won a sweeping verdict, 
the court directing that Metro pay 
damages and all ‘profits made on the 
picture. A special master has since 
been checking up on the amount due 
the plaintiffs from Metro. ‘The same 
decision.was given Friday by Judge 
Patterson in ‘the : separate’ suit 
brought against the Moredall Corp. 
as owners of the Capitol. Technical- 
ly the ruling applies: to the ‘owner 
of every theatre in the country who 
exhibited the picture. . However, it 
is not, likely the, plaintiffs will go 
to the extreme of starting such a vast 
number of actions. It is more than 
likely some sort.of settlement will be 
reached regarding ‘this angle. 

Kenneth E. Walser, an attorney, 
has been named. special master by 
Judge Patterson to determine the 
amount of damages Moredall should 
pay and also the profits made on 
the picture during the Capitol run. 

In deciding against Moredall Corp. 
Judge Patterson held in part: 

‘The defendant has infringed on 
the exclusive copyright of the com- 
plainants by aiding and abetting in 
the giving of public performances 
for profit of ‘the dramatic composi- 
tion of ‘Dishonored Lady’ in the pre- 
sensation of the motion picture 
‘Letty Lynton’ at the Capitol theatre, 
which theatre is owned and operated 
by the defendant corporation. It is 
ordered that the complainants re- 
cover all damages and costs sus- 
tained by them and all gains and 
profits made by the defendant in the 
giving of public performances of the 
said picture.” 





‘Cullman Out; F&M, Lesser 


Partington Stay at Roxy 

Present’ plans of 20th-Fox on go- 
ing into the Roxy, N. Y., are to drop 
Howard S. Cullman, receiver, but 
retain the Fanchon & Marco oper- 
ating group, including Jack Parting- 
ton on the stage shows and Irving 


Lesser as managing director of the 
theatre. Cullman’s. future plans are 
unknown. 


Twentieth-Fox goes into the house 
within 30 days afier Cullman. has 
cleared the decks so far as his duties 





are concerned in the theatre. 


} 
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By Radie Harris 
Hollywood, Aug. 3, 


Burgess Meredith returns to Broadway to play the role of ‘Geor 


U 
in the Sam H. Harris production, ‘Of Mice and Men’,..Jean Arthur, a ; 
cationing at Carmel, may remain off the screen indefinitely unless she can 
get together with Columbia on suitable vehicles to» fulfill her current | 
contract...Darryl Zanuck has snared the Raymond Scott Quintet for . 


featured spot in ‘Ali Baba,’ and Eddie Cantor has annexed their exclusive 
services for his Texaco programs...Cantor will also introduce a new 
protege in his fall series a four-year-old from Alabama, this time. 

Raoul Walsh may move his megaphone over to the Jesse Lasky unit 
at RKO...Charles Cochran, who is importing ‘Nymph Errant’ to Broad. 
way this fall, has lured Wendy Barrie from Hollywood to play the role 
created. in London by Gertrude Lawrence...Mrs. Eric Blore is planning 
to open an exclusive restaurant on the site of the new Columbia Broad. 
casting building...and the Cock and Bull, the snootiest eating place in 
town, is going even snootier with a private club upstairs for the English 
colony only. 

The high spot of the party that Gregory La Cava threw for the cast | 
and crew of ‘Stage Door’ was a play-back record that he dialoged himself 
razzing everyone from Pan Berman down to the prop boy. Very funny! 

Roland Young will spend a few days at Belleport, Long Island, before 
sailing on the Queen Mary (7)...‘In Old Chicago,’ working on a budget | 
of more than a million, will be a roadshow production, when released this | 
winter.... : | 

Henry King is going slightly berserk trying to arrange his schedule | 
to fit in with the weekly broadcasting hours of Alice Faye, Don Ameche 
(on their regular programs), and Tyrone Power, who is paged for guest- 
shots every other week..:Heigh-ho, it won't be long now before pictures 
will be made through the courtesy of radio! 

Spencer Tracy and Luise Rainer are proving such an effective team in 
‘Big City’ that they will be reunited again in ‘Sea of Grass,’ adapted from 
the Cosmopolitan mag story...Phyllis Clare, who hasn’t made a picture 
since “The Last of Mrs. Cheyney, went to a fortune teller the other day 
who told her that she could see nothing but ‘C’ in her cards. ..Next week, 
Miss Clare leaves for Canada, where she will work for Cohn and Columbia. 

When Rosalind Russell starts her new radio series this fall (International : 
Silver), she’ll inaugurate a new system of no one in the cast reading from 
script...Georgie Jessel, who has been compiling memos for his autobiog 
for the past year, thought up such an original title that he couldn’t even 
remember it himself...After hunting it up in his private files, he still 
thinks it’s good—‘25 Cents Till Two O'Clock.’ 

When Margo Grahame asked Reggie Gardiner when he was starting to 
shoot, he retorted, ‘Myself, any minute now!’...After seeing Anne Shirley’s 
performance in ‘Stella Deilas, Pan Berman has canceled all ‘B’ pictures 
scheduled for. her, with the story department starting an elaborate search 
for starring vehicles...Another player headed for Big Things since her 
vivid characterization in ‘Dead End’ is Claire Trevor.... 

Ray Noble, who turns actor in ‘Damsel in Distress,’ has been invited 
to follow Rudy Vallee into the Coconut Grove, but he is refusing the offer 
to concentrate on his composing...He'll score a show for Broadway and 
a picture for RKO...and according to his advance screen tests, he is liable 
to compete with Bernie, Kostelanetz, Stokowski and all the other musical 
maestros in the picture parade. 

Scenes in a Day 

Raymond Scott (Mark Warnow’s brother) and his five-piece orchestra 
clicked sensationally at their Troc “audition”’...Customers at the Piping 
Rock at Saratoga are in for a rare treat when Sophie Tucker checks in 
Aug. 10...she has three new numbers, ‘A Gentleman Wanted My Auto- 
graph,’ ‘I’m the Healthiest Gal in Town’ and ‘A Man of My Own,’ lyriced 
by Dan Dougherty, that hit the high spot for ‘Red Hot Mama’ specialties... 
The Mervyn Leroys’ housewarming gift to the Darryl Zanucks was a floral 
designs of three aces and a pair of tens, with the inscription, “May you 
always have a full house.’ 

Paulette Goddard, Mrs. Jock Whitney. Robert Riskin, Moss Hart, Abe 
Lyman, Don Ameche, Bruce Cabot, Fannie Brice, Block and Sully, Felix 
Ferry, the Charles Rogers, Dorothy Fields, Jack and Ann Warner, Rebecca 
Silton, Ira Uhr, Joe Penner, Dorothy Mackaill, Paul Sloane, Elsworth 
Vines, Soph Tucker, Woody Van Dycke, the Harry Rapfs, Charles Boyer, 
Virginia Field, Danny Dare, Ann Shirley, Benny Rubin, Burns and ‘Allen, 
the Ritz Bros., Pat Patterson,‘ the Archie Mayos and Norman Krasna 
among the capacity crowd turning out for Joe Lewis’ return engagement 
at the Trocadero...Melvyn Douglas, Betty Furness, Frank Ross, Ben 
Kaye, Inez Courtney, Sam Marx, Marian Marsh, Johnny Green and Lillian 
Bond being athletic at the West Side Tennis Club.’..Elizabeth Patterson, 
Stuart Walker, Marie Boicourt, Madge Evans, Una Merkel, Harry Jacobe 








son, Marguerite Churchill and Lawrence Reilly applauding Helen Chan- 
dler, Bramwell Fletcher and Mary Astor in the Noel Coward repertoire 
at the Lobero theatre in Santa Barbara. 

‘Sam Goldwyn, Norma Shearer, Miriam Hopkins, Grace Moore, the Gary 
Coopers, Dolores Del Rio, Mary Pickford,, Buddy Rogers, Madge Evans, 
Joel McCrea, Frances Dee, Carl Laemmle, Jr.; the Doug Fairbanks, Le- 
land Hayward, Humphrey Bogart, Binnie Barnes, William Wyler, Brian 
Aherne, the Jack Haleys, Randolph Scott, the Fred Astaires, Paulette 
Goddard, Lillian Hellman, Carmel Myers, and the Charles Boyers making 
the preview of ‘Dead End’ look like a gala Hollywood premiere. . . Eddie 
Goulding hosting Fannie Brice, Billy Rose, Dorothy di Frasso, Norma Tal- 
madge, Georgie Jessel, the Abe Lastfogels, and Ted Healy at the Cock 
and Bull after the preview of ‘That Certain Woman’,..Joan Crawford se- 
lecting with Adrian the 29 changes she has for ‘Mannequin’ before dashing 
off to Lake Arrowhead for a two-week vacation. ..Basil Rathbone refusing 
to allow a dummy to stand-in for him for the big ‘fight until death’ scene 
in ‘Marco Polo’...Perry Charles. who used to publicize Rita Johnson when 
she was the ‘Girl Interne’ on WHN, reminiscing together in the MGM 
commissary...Ginger Rogers, flirting with the idea of going to Bermuda 
for a much needed rest...the Charles Rogers, the Harry Warners, and 
the Edward Blackburns making their New Year's Eve reservations at 
Yosemite already! 
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TO LIST 3 PIX STOX' ‘Spain in Flames’ Tabu 











certificates for 7,667 
par common and the same unissued 


Washington. Aug. 3. 

Permission for unlisted trading in 
three picture stocks has been sought 
by the Los Angeles stock exchange. 
Hearing on plea is scheduled before 
the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission here Sept. 2. 

Papers, all listed on big: board in 
New York, are: Columbia Pict''es, 
no-par common; Paramount Pic- 
tures, $1 par common; and 20th 
Century-Fox, no-par common. 

Registration of additional Colum- 
bia Pictures securities was proposed 
last week in application to the Se- 
curities & Exchange Commission. 
Harry Cohn, prez, and other voiing 
trustees, requested listing on the 
New York exchange of voting trust 
shares .of no- 


Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 

Pennsy censor board’s order to 
climinate parts of dialog in pr, 
‘Spain in Flames,’ was appealed last 
week in common pleas court here by 
Jesse H. Holmes, Swarthmore Col- 
lese prof, and Anne M. W. Penpy- 
packer, daughter of late Pennsy £0 
ernor. Both are noted for radical 
Icanings. . 

Complainants asked court for 8 
rule on Mrs. A. Mitchell Palmer, Pat 
rick A. Duffy and Hester N. Fryé 
who comprise the board, to show 
cause why the order for deletion 
should not be set aside. Date for 4 


hearing will be fixed. 
a 


urderlying securit’es. In addition. 
corporation proposed rezistration y" 
the N. Y. Curb of 10,342 shares © 





common, 
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Drives on Show 


Biz; Rentals Up, 


They May Have to Tilt Admish 


Intrusion of the vertical type of 
which the Committee for In- 


union, 
dustrial Organization has brought 
out, into the picture business via 


film exchanges and elsewhere in 
seattered spots is a big headache 
to the industry. Angle that annoys 
film company Officials is that the 
CIO idea may spread and result in 
unsettlement where the IATSE and 
other American Federation of Labor 
units already prevail. Recent in- 
stances of this was in several Phila- 
delphia film exchanges, where the 
white collar workers were CIO and 
others in the branches were repre- 
sented by the A. F. of L. 

Coupled with this invasion by the 
CIO into the field formerly domi- 
nated by the A. F. of L. for years, 
picture executives are plainly wor- 
ried over interpretation of the Wag- 
mer Act, under which the CIO has 
blossomed, lack of such interpreta- 
tion Or what the law really means. 
They are looking for more definite 
jnterpretation or application because 
they want to know how the CIO is 
going to fit into the scheme of things. 

At the present time, the picture 
industry is comparatively widely or- 
ganized on a craft basis under the 
A. F. of L.. This horizontal style of 
union has been dealt with for many 
years by the picture companies in 
all skilled professions, which takes 
jn the entire studio and producing 
setup. Just how far the CIO verti- 
cal unionization is to carry, whether 
it can be extended successfully to 
home office workers and other divi- 
sions as well as exchanges, and 
whether this would give CIO locals 
membership sufficient to dominate 


the business are other worrisone 
questions. 
Some picture executives admit 


they don’t know where it will all 
lead to, but they foresee the public 
footing the bill, just the same as in 
other industries. Such a move al- 
ready is under way in requests for 
higher rentals from exhibitors be- 
cause producers find the 10% hike 
granted this spring to studio crafts- 
men and other rising costs make 
each production cost more. 

This is going to make for higher 
admissions, whether gradual and 
seemingly scattered at first. Exhibi- 
tor naturally is resisting any trend 
towards higher scales for fear of 
encountering resistance to a tilt. But 
high rental fees, with future boosts 
in the offing, is expected to force 





the issue. 
Rochester’s 99% 
Rochester, N. Y., Aug. 3. 
Theatre service workers union 


claims 99% membership in down- 
town area. Fred Boekhout, of the 
film operators union, and Mike 
Mungovan, of the stagehands, named 
to negotiate with theatre manage- 
ments. Actual demands will await 
business pickup of fall season late 
this month and expected tilt in box- 
Office scales. 





Seattle, Aug. 3. 
New theatre employes union, 
which includes doormen, cashiers 
and ushers, has presented its hour- 
pay labor agreement to theater own- 
ers. Committee of latter is being 
named to go into a huddle thereon. 





Mary Nolan’s 25G Libel 
Suit Vs Harlem Newspaper 


Mary Nolan, ex-picture actress, re- 
cently appearing at New York 
niteries, claims she was maliciously 
libelled and her rep damaged to the 
extent of $25,000 through an article 
Which appeared last May in the 
N. Y. Amsterdam News, Harlem 
Sepia sheet, which referred to her as 
the former wite of Dr. Eugene Nel- 
80n, Hollywood negro physician. 

Miss Nolan has instituted suit in 

Y. supreme court against the 
Powell-Savory Corp., owners of the 
Sheet, 





Chas. McCulloch Resigns 


From Par Directorate 
Charles McCulloch finally has re- 
signed from the Paramount di- 
rectorate. He has 1 ng desired so to 
do. McCulloch, one of Chicago's 


situation through the John D. Hertz- 
H. A. Fortington interests in the 
early days of Par’s reorganization. 
McCulloch might have succeeded 
Fortington to the executive commit- 


the post went to Stanton Griffis. Mc- 
Culloch is another of several resig- 
nations from the board 


hold. No indication so far as to his 
successor. 


Griffis, Newton in Par, 
Londoners in U, Among 
Active Pix Co. Traders 


Washington, Aug. 3. 

Continued debenture 
by Stanton Griffis, director of Para- 
mount, during June and: huge Brit- 
ish interests in Universal were re- 
vealed Monday (2) in semi-monthly 
Securities & Exchange Commission 
report on insiders’ stock operations. 

The Griffis-Hemphill, Noyes & 
Co. in-and-out maneuvers in the 
market swelled their holdings of 
Paramount debentures, which the 
brokerage firm has been buying and 
selling in big gobs for _ several 
months. Fourteen June operations 
resulted in a net gain of $30,000 
worth of bonds, raising the account 
to $88,000 at month-end. Outfit ac- 
quired 51,000 in 10 lots, biggest a 
$13,000 order on June 1 and dumped 
$21,000 in four sales, biggest $10,000 
on June 16. 

Another Par director-broker, Mau- 
rice Newton, resumed speculation in 
the company’s paper in June. Via 
Hallgarten & Co., of which he is a 
partner, Newton picked up and sold 
on the same day 950 pieces of Para- 
mount common. 

Strong position in Universal Corp., 
holding company for reorganized 
Universal flicker concern, is: held by 
General Cinema Finance Corp. of 
London, the S. E. C. review showed. 
Britishers were pictured as benefi- 
cial holders of more than 10% of 
two types of securities. Portfolio 
holds 134,375 Universal Corp., voting 
trust certificates and $1,000,000 
worth of debenture bonds. 

More liquidation of Chase Na- 
tional Bank’s holdings of 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, and sales of same com- 
pany’s paper by Sidney R. Kent, 
prez, came to light. The bank un- 
loaded 600 common held’ under 
escrow, cutting its bundle to 346,391, 
and 1,200 of the $1.50 preferred, 
keeping 692,982. Kent peddled 3,000 
common tickets which were turned 
over to him by his personal hold- 
ing corporation, Berkshire Finance 
Co., which kept 3.355 shares. 

Other film transactions revealed 
were: 

Bruno Weyers. New York, officer- 
director, sold 300 warrants for Edu- 
cational Pictures common, retaining 
1,240. 

Loew’s, Inc., picked up 148 shares 
of Loew’s Boston Theatres common 
in four bunches, raising its holdings 
to 97,077. 


DISNEY’S N. Y. OFFICE 
Walt Disney has opened an eastern 
business office in the RKO building, 
N. Y., with Hal Sloan in charge. 

Will have staff of three or four. 











veleasing through RKO instead of 
United Artists, but merely that he’s 
never had an oflice in New York and 
figures he needs one. Publicity will 
continue to be handled- from 
studio. 





financial bigwigs, came into the Par | 


tee chairmanship at one time had he | 
been disposed to accept, but instead | two major companies on the Coast 


speculation | 
|among other things serving as a| 





| 
i 
' 


| 


| 
| 
\ 
| 





since the | 
new administration in Par has taken | 





Explainedit has nothing to do with | 
sthe fact the cartoon producer is now | 





the | 


Exhibs in the Middle of CIO-AFL — ‘B FILMSTIKENED 


TO MINOR LEAGUE 


Baseball Analogy in Film 
Biz—Big Leagues Foster 
Minor Leagues for New 


a 


| DOUBLE-HEADERS VS. DUALS 





- 


' 
' 
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Material — Double-Head- | 


ers, on Best Days of Week 
(Sat. and Sun.) Encour- 
ages Bargain Desires 





B’S OVER SHORTS 


Admission by 


in recent weeks that ‘B’ pictures 
have a place in the sun was hailed 
by independent producers and dis- 
tributors and certain major chief- 
tains this week as a victory for 
double features.. They predicted a 
more liberal attitude towards dual- 
ers. Some even were inclined to see 
in this new development a more def- 
inite swing towards double bills or 
at least the stalling of any attempt 
to revert to single features for an- 
other year or two. Paramount and 


| 


| 


representatives of | 


Metro producers of secondary fea- | 


tures were quoted as saying that ‘B’ 
features furnished means of setting 
new faces into productions and 


means of obtaining audience reaction 
—seeing how newcomers behaved 
‘under fire.’ 


Elimination of many of these sec- 
ondary features or minor produc- 
tions cripples the chance of develop- 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


AFM’s Re-employment Drive Next 








Money’s Worth 


St. Paul, Aug. 3. 

Footpad last week followed a 
patron in the Tower, local loop 
double-feature. house, into the 
washroom, robbed him of coat, 
tie, watch and $25. 

Next night the freebooter re- 
turned to the Tower, was 
promptly recognized by the 
doorman, and hauled off to the 
jug. To the coppers he con- 
fessed the stickup and explained 
that he: had come back to see 
the part of the picture he had 
missed while he was busy in 
the washroom. 











Overhead Noises 
Stymie New Par 
Studio Locations 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Excessive interference from over- 
head planes and radio stations has 
blocked plans of Paramount to buy 
up properties on which to erect a 
new studio, and executives find them- 
selves temporarily stymied in their 
search for a site. Airplane roars 
spoil the most desirable site, the 
150 acres fronting on Pico and West- 
wood boulevards including the pres- 


ing new material, according to one | ent site of the Drive-In Theatre in 
independent spokesman. It trims the | Los Angeles. Same trouble applies 


opportunity of testing out new 


people on their real merit, he said,| ting on 


to the Rindge estate property. abut- 
National and Robertson 


He indicated that a return to single | boulevards. 


features entirely would remove this | 


Rancho Golf Club property can’t 


proving ground, the source of young | be acquired because of legal diffi- 
| culties and Hillcrest club site costs 


blood to the industry. It would be 
fine for the few name stars current, 


| but would stifle the opportunity of 


new folks from getting ahead. He 
listed 15 companies, including ma- 
jors, indies and _ individual state 
rights producers, who now are mak- 
ing features, giving actors, producers, 
directors and writers a chance to 
develop and a chance of livlihood. 
Double features mean that instead 
of 350 pictures, each year about 550 
are réleased. 


Baseball magnates have indicated 
no desire to eliminate the minor 
leagues as a source of material, the 
indie speaker explained. Instead, 
they are inclined to encourage the 
ball leagues outside of the majors 
by means of developing a farm sys- 
tem where they can look for new 
athletes. In like way, this indie 
official, explained, the minor pro- 
ductions, whether made by majors 
or independent companies, bring to 
light new potentialties for the screen 
and in every phase of production. 

Another indie distributor tabbed 


too much. Ventura boulevard possi- 
bilities lack certain essentials. 

Ken Fitzpatrick, Par’s realty ex- 
pert, is getting frantic because he 
has to report to Barney Balaban 
and Stanton Griffis by the end of 
this week. 


‘Zola’ Roadshow Talked 
For L. A. Carthay Circle 


Los Angeles, Aug. 3. 

Gradwell Sears, who arrived by 
plane from New York last week, is 
talking a deal with Charles P. 
Skouras and other Fox-West Coast 
execs regarding a possible roadshow 
engagement for ‘The Life of Emile 
Zola’ at the, Carthay Circle. 

Warner sales chief expects to fly 
back latter part of this week , 








MG’S ‘TEST PILOT’ 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Screenplay of ‘Test Pilot,’ Metro, 
jhas been assigned to Waldemar 





the bally regarding the length of ,Young and Vincent Lawrence. 


(Continued on page 62) 


Louis D. Lighton will produce. 





SAG Drive on Eastern Studios | 





Set This Week, Then Onto Detroit 


Screen Actors’ Guild drive to or- 
ganize the eastern studios, held up 
last week while Kenneth Thomson 
and the other heads here settled the 
reorganization of the Associated 
Actors and Artists of America, and 
the formation of the new American 
Federation of Radio Artists, is ex- 


That schedule depends, however, on 
completion of the producer pacts. 
When the deals here are set, Flor- 
ence Marston will go to Detroit to 
set contracts with Jam Handy and 





Wilding studios (commercial pix) 
there. 
Principal studios in this area 


pected to be completed today. Thom-| which are involved in the SAG drive 
son and Florence Marston, eastern} are Biograph, West Coast, Caravel, 
SAG head, have been working Mon- | Castle, Mentone, Warner, Paramount, 


day (2) and yesterday (Tuesday) to 
complete negotiations and contracts 
with producers in and around New 
York. 

Lawrence Beilinson, another SAG 
exec, planed to the Coast last Sat- 
urday (31) after concluding the 
AAAA huddles. 


fly out after him, leaving 


Thomson plans to} no 
today. | scale, 


Educational and March of Time. 

_ SAG notified all the studios last 
Thursday (29) that the same wage 
| scale would apply here as is in force 
on the Coast. That was decided after 
the producers, in a series of huddles 
with the SAG heads here, could offer 
‘reasonable’ basis for a lower 








Focusing Attention on Hollywood: 
~ To Curb Repeated Music Dubbing 


the next 
Federa- 


will be 
American 


Picture studios 
objective in the 
tion of Labor's current campaign 
against recorded music. Following 
completion of the present negotia- 
tions with the networks and record- 
ing and transcription makers to 
limit the making and use of canned 
music, the AFM plans to seek re- 
vision of its contracts with films. 

Idea, according to AFM heads, is 
to end the alleged abuses being 
practiced by the studios in dubbing 
recorded music. Idea is that stu- 
dios, once they obtain a recording 
made by an orchestra or instru- 
mentalist, frequently dub it into a 
number of different pictures, thus 
using it time after time while the 
musicians or musician who made it 
is deprived of the employment in- 
volved. 

There are no ways of controlling 
or even keeping tabs on the practice 
under the current agreement, ac- 
cording to AFM officials, but that 
and other ‘evils’ are on the schedule 


for early attention. Film business 
was not included in last week’s 
huddles by AFM execs and the 
broadcasters and _ recording and 
transcription men, nor were any 


picture reps present as observers. 
AFM’s relations with Hollywood are 
now under terms of contracts which 
have existed for several years. 


‘Souls’ N. Y. Preem 
Twice Postponed; 
New Sound Tracking 





Understood that delays on ‘Souls 
at Sea,’ causing postponement of the 
opening date at the Globe, N. Y. 
twice have been costly to Para- 
mount, with Harry Brandt, owner of 
Globe, collecting from the company 
because it wasn’t ready to come into 
his house July 28, as originally 
planned. The second date was Aug. 
4. Picture opens Aug. 9 now. 

Par took the house from Brandt 
for four weeks, but may extend it 
to six. 

Second postponement on ‘Souls® 
was necessary because the entire 
sound track on the rowboat sequence 
had to be replaced, with dialog, 
music underscoring, recording, dub- 
bing, etc. 


L. A. LABOR BOARD OFF 
PIX KICKS TILL SEPT. 1 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

National Labor Relations Board 
will not take any action on studio 
labor disputes until after the hearing 
Sept. 1 on the petition of the Screen 
Writers’ Guild to be designated as 
the exclusive bargaining represenia- 
tive for all film writers. 

Dr. Towne Nylander, regional di- 
rector, said SWG case would be used 
as a test to determine whether NLRB 
has jurisdiction in film industry la- 
bor matters. Screen Playwrights, 
Inc., is expected to contend industry 
is not engaged in interstate business. 

Since decision is certain te be ap- 
pealed to the Federal court, it may 
be several months before a final 
ruling is handed down. 











Loew’s Meeting Today (4) 
May Declare Extra Diyvy 


Meeting of Loew’s, Inc., directors 
today (Wednesday) is expected to 
act on both the regular and probably 
an extra dividend on the common. 
Loew earnings and general prospects 
justify both the regular and a special 
melon cutting. Company declared 
$1.50 extra the last time it acted. 

With Loew common making two 
new highs last week, general opinion 
in Wall Street is that another sube 
stantial extra melon will be sliced. 


Pages ea tage ETT 


whew te RIK BE BE retin tc 








= sinafaa ‘ ” 


din eee geen So stems 








8 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 











‘Earth’ $32,500, High Along With 


L. A. Temp.; San 


Quentin’ $18,000, 





Exclusive -Peabody Good 18,00 


Los Angeles, Aug. 3. | 

Metro's ‘The Good Earth,’ shown | 
first time locally at pop-prices, is| 
piling up a combined take of around | 
$32,500 at the day-date State and | 
Chinese theatres, leading the town. 
Despite stifling days and_ stuffy 
nights that are driving many regu-| 
lar theatre patrons to beaches and | 
mountains, trade at most of the first | 


runs locally’ is_ profitable. Biz | 
picked up considerably over the} 
weekend. 

Paramount js holding firm with 
Par’s ‘Exclusive’ on screen and} 


Eddie Peabody and his KFWB radio | 
show on stage. while moveover of | 
‘Saratoga’ (MG) for continued first | 
run at the Wilshire and United Art- 
ists, heads $16,000, which, on top of | 
$40,000 in the first runs a week ago, 
is nifty all around. 

Only holdover in town is U's 
‘Road Back,’ sticking at both Pan-| 
tages and RKO for fair returns. 

Estimates for This Week 


Chinese (Grauman) (2,028: 30-40- 
55-75)—The Good Earth’ (MG) and 
‘The Lady Escapes’ (20th), dual. 
Surprisingly strong draw consider- 
ing recent long run at $2 top of | 
‘Earth’ at the Carthay Circle, and| 
looks like sweet $14.200. Last week | 
‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Born Reckless’ | 
(20th), strong $17,600. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-40-55- 
65)—San Quentin’ (FN) and ‘Marry | 
the Girl’ (WB) dual. Looks like | 
best biz here since ‘Kid Gallahad’ | 
few weeks ago, with take heading 
for around $9,500, plenty good. Last 
week, second stanza of ‘Ever Since 
Eve’ (FN) and ‘Case of Stuttering | 
Bishop’ (FN), about $7,000, as ex-| 
pected. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 30-40-55)— 
‘Love From a Stranger’ (UA). Best 
draw this nabe solo spot has had 
since resuming regular policy, and | 
oke at $3,900. Last week (four days} 
of 2d wk), ‘Under the Red Robe’ 
(Fox), pretty brutal at $700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- | 
65)—San Quentin’ (FN) and ‘Marry 
The Girl’ (WB), dual. Looks like 
fair $8,500 for this brace. Last week, 
“Ever Since Eve’ (FN) and ‘Stutter- 
ing Bishop’ (WB) tholdover), topped 
$7,000, oke. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 30-40-55)— 
“Road Back’ (U) and ‘Love in a 
Bungalow’ (U), dual (2d week). 
Couple of previews should bolster 
second week of run for final take 
of $5,000, oke. First week finished 
with satisfactory $9,500. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Exclusive’ (Par) and stage 
show. Considerable of $18,000 draw 
in nine days must be credited to Ed- 
die Peabody, heading stage show, 
and a house favorite. Last week, 
‘Easy Living’ (Par), on final four 
days, satisfactory $7,500. 

RKO (2,950; 30-40-55) — ‘Road 
Back’ (U) and ‘Love in Bungalow’ 
(U), dual (2d week). Off about 50% 
on holdover week, but with a pre- 
view thrown in to bolster, should 
wind up with satisfactory $5,000. 
First week very good $10,600. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40-55- 
75)—Good Earth’ (MG> and ‘The 
Lady Escapes’ (20th), dual. Heavy 
interest in this pair, due to success 
of two-a-day run at Carthay Circle 
for ‘Earth’ and looks like neat 
$18,300. Last week, ‘Saratoga’ (MG) 
and ‘Born Reckless (20th), smash 
$22,700. 

United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100: 
30-40-55) — ‘Saratoga’ (MG) and 
‘Born Reckless’ (20th), dual. Move- 
over of last Jean Harlow opus head- 
ing house for terrific $7,300. Last 
week, ‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) 
and ‘Hospital Mystery’ (20th), coke 
$4,100. 


| 





Wilshire (Fox) (2,296; 30-40-55-65) | 


—‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Born Reck- 
less’ (20th), dual. Wilshire district 
going strong for the final Harlow 
pic; $9,000 will be plenty profitable. 
Last week, ‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG) and ‘Great Hospital Mystery,’ 
(20th) on moveover, good $6,800. 


‘Races’ Fast $3,600 in Slow | ‘wee 
Lincoln Field; Ads Hiked at $4,000. Last week, ‘Knight With- | 


Lincoln, Aug. 3. 

Best bet this week ‘Day at 
Races.’ Gate at the Stuart 
around $3,600, which is neat. 
Rest of the town is very dull—and 
the theatre newspaper fight keeps | 


will be | 


the | 


| 
‘Gave Him Gun’ (MG). Fair $2,000. | 
Last week, ‘Good As Married’ (U),! 
split with ‘Honolulu’ (U), slim'! 
$1,900. 


Orpheum (LTC) 1,350; 10-15-20)— | 
‘Great Gambini’ (Par) and ‘Can’t | 


Beat Love’ (RKQ) split with ‘King | 


|of Gamblers’ (Par) and ‘Hotel Hay- 


wire’ (Par), poor $1,100. Last week, 
‘Border Cafe’ (RKO) and ‘Fly Away, 
Baby’ (WB), split with ‘Love in a} 


Bungalow’ (U) and ‘Big Business’ | 
(20th), dull $1,100. 
Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— | 


‘Races’ (MG). Laugh fest is catching | 
on and wiil near $3,600, okay. Last | 
week, ‘Saratoga’ (MG), big $4,300. | 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15)— | 
‘Man in Mirror’ (GN) plus ‘Theodora’ | 
(Col). So-so $900. Last week, ‘Pen- | 
nies from Heaven’ (Col) plus ‘Fight 
to the Finish’ (Col), fair $1,000. 





“KNIGHT WEAK 
$3,700 IN DET. 





Detroit, Aug. 3. 

Cooler _ breezes, plus occasional 
rains, giving town respite from sum- 
mer heat and affecting b.o.’s ac- 
cordingly. 

‘Saratoga’ continues as best bet, 
following near-record session at UA 
last week in midst of doldrums al- 
most everywhere. Michigan, with 
‘Exclusive’ and revue on stage, is do- 
ing nicely. 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Can’t Last Forever’ (Col) plus ‘Talk 
of Devil’ (GB), dual. Normal $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Elephant Boy’ (UA) and 
‘Westbound Limited’ (U), good 
$5,800. 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65 )—‘Girl 
Said No’ (GN) and stage show. Fair 
$17,000. Last week, ‘Under Red Robe’ 
(20th) and Three Stooges topping 
vaude n.g. $16,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) 
30-40-65)—‘Knight Without 
(UA). 
probably won’t get more than low 
$3,700. Last week, ‘Captains Cour- 
ageous’ (MG) (3d week), moved here 


(2,000; 
Armor’ 


$4,000. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65) — ‘Exclusive’ (Par) plus 


revue topped by Carl Freed’s har- 
monica band. Opened strong and 
should $22,000, fair. Last week, 
‘Between Two Women’ (MG) with 
‘Popeye’ and ‘Betty Boop’ on stage 


drawing the matinee trade, good 
$25,000. 
Palms-State (United Detroit) 


(3,000; 25-40)—‘My Girl’ (RKO) and 
‘Great Gambini’ (Par), dual. Clipping 
off good $6,000. Last week, ‘Ever 
Since Eve’ (WB) (2d week) and 
‘Last Train from Madrid’ (Par), 
former opus moved here from 
Michigan, nice $8,500. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-65) — ‘Saratoga’ (MG) 
(2d week). After garnering wow 
$19,500, near house record, last 
session, Jean Harlow opus figures to 
stay in the $15,000 bracket currently, 
which is plenty good in view of sea- 
son. May hold two more weeks. 


‘ROAD BACK’ FAIR 
$7,000 IN DENVER 


Denver, Aug. 3. 
H. O. of ‘Saratoga’ for three days 
at Orpheum, with Fred Waring’s 
band and ‘Behind the Headlines’ 
coming in for three subsequent days 
at upped admish, is doing the besi 
biz in town currently. 

Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 
Willie Winkie’ (20th), 
ing a week at the Denver. Big here 











follow- 


}out Armor’ (UA), good enough in 
second week at $4,000 to warrant 
taking it to the Broadway for a 
third week. 

Broadway 
‘Knight 


(Fox) 


Without Armor’ (UA), 


up. Ad rate has been jumped from| lowing two weeks at the Aladdin. 


$3.70 to $3.80 an inch, with promise | Fair | Bi 
of a hop to $4 shortly unless volume! Harum’ (20th) (revival), fair $2,500. | exploitation for good $5,500. 


increases. 
Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)— 


‘Smoke Tree Range’ (U) plus ‘Meet | 


the Boy Friend’ (Rep), split with 
‘Desire’ (Par) plus ‘Dangerous Holi- 
day’ (Rep). So-so $900. 
‘Cover the War’ (U) and ‘Anything 
Goes’ (Par) split with ‘Draegerman 
Courage’ (WB) and ‘Rootin, Tootin 
Rhythm’ (Rep), $900, so-so. ; 
Lincoln (LTC) (1.600; 10-20-25)— 


Last week | 


$2,500. Last week, ‘David 
| Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
| 40)—Exclusive’ (Par). Good enough 
| $4,500. Last week, ‘Easy Living’ 
(Par), good $4,000 jn second week. 

| Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)— 
|‘Road Back’ (U) and stage band. 
| Fair $7,000. Last week, ‘Wee Willie 
| Winkie’ (20th), fine at $12,500 and 
| went to the Aladdin. 

| Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Married Be- 








Started off under normal and | 


after two good sessions at UA, fair | 


25-40)— | 


(1,500; 25-40)— | 
fol- | 





First Rans on B’way 


Week of Aug. 5 





Astor — ‘High, Wide and 
Handsome’ (Par) ($2) (3d 
week ). 

Capite) — ‘Captains Cou- 
rageous’ (MG). 

Central — ‘The Frame Up’ 
Col). 

Criterion — ‘Blofide Trouble’ 
(Par). 

(Reviewed in this issue) 


Music Hall — ‘Stella Dallas’ 
(UA). 
(Reviewed in VAriEety last week) 


Paramount — ‘Artists and 
Models’ (Par). 

(Reviewed in this issue) 

Rialto—Between Two Wo- 
men” (MG). 

Rivoli — ‘You Can’t Have 


Everything’ (20th). 
(Reviewed in Variety last week) 
Roxy—Wee Willie Winkie’ 
(20th) (3d week). 
Strand — ‘San Quentin’ (WB) 
(Reviewed in Variety last week) 
Week of Aug. 12 


Astor — ‘High, Wide and 
Handsome’ (Par) (4th week). 

Capitol — ‘Captains Coura- 
geous’ (MG). (2d week). 

Glebe—‘Souls at Sea’ (Par) 
($2) (9). 

Hollywood — ‘Emile Zola’ 


(WB) ($2) (11). 
(Reviewed in Variety June 30) 


Music Hall — ‘Stella Dallas’ 
(UA) (2d wk). 
Paramount — ‘Artists and 


Models’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Roxy — ‘The Road Back’ (U) 
(Reviewed in VARIETY June 23) 
Strand—‘San Quentin’ (WB) 
(2d wk). 











fore Breakfast’ (MG), three-day 
holdover: and ‘Behind the Head- 
lines’ (RKO) and Fred Waring’s 
Pennsylvanians, three days, 30-40-55. 
Split-week and upped admish last 
| three days drawing big $15,000. Last 
| week, ‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Married 


| Before Breakfast’ (MG), got big 
| $14,000. warranting the three-day 
| holdover. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,000; 25-35-40) 
—Sing and Be Happy’ (20th) and 
|‘Men in Exile’ (FN). Fair $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Melody for Two’ (WB) 
and ‘Draegermen Courage’ (FN), 
fair $2,500. 
| OK PIX, BIZ IN B’KLYN 


| 











‘Won’t Ferget’ Dual Fine $17,500; 
‘Knight’ Goed 15G 


Brooklyn, Aug. 3. 


Screen fare in downtown area is 
above average and all houses are 
doing satisfactory biz. Outdoor at- 
|tractions hereabout not strong 
‘enough to keep folks away from boro 
hall emporiums. 


Deluxers are getting competish 
j}from Werba’s Brooklyn, formerly 
Minsky’s, where ‘Damaged Lives’ is 
playing. 

Estimates for This Week 


Albee (2,500; 25-35-55) — ‘Super 
Sleuth’ (RKO) and ‘Born Reckless’ 
(20th) plus ‘March of Time.’ Will 
get nice $14,000. Last week ‘Slave 
Ship’? (20th )and ‘Sing Be Happy’ 
(20th) got $14,000, good. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-55) —"They Won't 
Forget’ (WB) and ‘Wild Money’ 
(Par). Good $17,500 anticipated. 
Last week ‘King of Gamblers’ (Par) 
and ‘Island Captives’ (Falcon) $13,- 
500, mildish. 

Met (2,400; 25-35-55) — ‘Knight 
Without Armor’ (UA) and ‘Married 
Before Breakfast’ (MG). Will get 
good $15,000. Last week ‘Emperor's 
Candlesticks’ (MG) and ‘Pick a Star’ 
(MG) $13,000, satisfactory. 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-55 )—‘Easy 
Living’ (Par) and ‘Hoosier School- 
boy’ (Par) dualers. Fair $15,500. 
Last week ‘Singing Marine’ (WB) 
and ‘Midnight Madonna’ (Par) (2d 
i week) $10,500, poor. 
| Strand (2,000; 25-35-55)—‘Two Who 
| Dared’ (GN) and,‘Could Happen to 
, You’ (Rep) okay, $6,000. Last week 
‘Legionnaires’ (Gen) and (‘Island 
Captives’ (Falcon) $5,000, mild. 


| 








© °’ . 
‘Eve’ and ‘Bishop’ Nice 
| Combo in Pert., $5,500 
Portland, Ore., Aug. 3. 
‘Saratoga is the biggest wow here 
since ‘Birth of a Nation.’ With most 
houses suffering from summer 
weather, dog races, etc., ‘Saratoga’ 
\is still knocking ’em for a loop in 
| its second week at Parker’s UA. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-55) 
—‘Ever Since Eve’ (FN) and ‘Stut- 
tering Bishop’ (FN). Answering to 





Last 
| wee k, ‘Emperor's Candlesticks’ 
| (MG) and ‘Wings Over Honolulu’ 
'«U), second week, swell $4,000. 


| First, big $7.600. 
| Mayfair ‘Parker-Evergreen) (1.- 
| 400: 30-55)—‘Slave Ship’ (20th) and 
|’There Goes My Girl’ (RKO) (3d 
week). Okay $2,500. Second, $2,800. 


Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (2,000; 30-55)—‘New Faces’ «RKO) 
and ‘Midnight Madonna’ (Par). 
'Good enough $5,500. Last week, 
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Teauple Big 216; bat Topper 
$11,000 in Frisco; H.0.’s Have B.0. 
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‘Singing Marine’ 
Reckless’ (20th), 
at $3,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-55}—‘Exclusive’ (Par) and 
‘Sing and Be Happy’ (20th). Average 
fare for an average $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Easy Living’ (Par) and ‘Fly 
Away Baby’ (WB), not so strong at 
$4,500. 

Rivoli (Indie) (1,200: 25-35)— 
‘Racing Lady’ (RKO) and wvaude. 
Fairish $2,500. Last week, ‘You're in 


(WB) and ‘Born 
fair second week 


the Army Now’ (GB) and vaude, 
average $2,800. 
United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 


30-55) ‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Men in 
Exile’ (FN) (2d week). Piling up 
big second week at $6,500. First 
week, terrific $9,500. 


DAWN IN KC. 
JUST FAIR 66 





Kansas City, Aug. 3. 

Tower and Uptown are day-and- 
dating ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ to sock- 
eroo return. ‘Saratoga’ held after 
smash initial week at Midland and 
is garnering comfortable returns. 

Estimates for This Week 
Downtown (Fox) (800: 25c)—High 


iechool Girl’ (Foy) and ‘West Bound 


Limited’ (U). This grind house occa- 
sionally slips in a sex film, former 
pic in this case, and usually does 
okay. Using all the old selling saws 
to get the job done. Looks fine at 
$5,000. 


Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200: 25-40)— 
‘Another Dawn’ (WB) will get five 
days before Fred Waring band opens 
Wednesday (4), but not better than 
fair $6,000. Last week, ‘Easy Living’ 
(Par), so-so $6,500. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000: 25-40)— 
‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Thunder in 
City’ (Col) (2d wk). Soared to ter- 
rific $21,000 in first and should have 
little difficulty in maintaining a 
$11,000 pace for the h.o. Fact that 
K.C. was the late star’s home town 
a big factor at the b.o. 

Music Hall (2,400; $1.10 top)— 
‘Damaged Goods’ (GN). Marked 
the Muny aud’s initial go as a pic 
exhib lasted 12 days and got a total 
$10,000. Pic went to pieces on the 
h.o. Tremendous amount of bally 
was put back of this and merchan- 
dising department is estimated to 
have spent in neighborhood of $3,500. 

Tower (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)—‘Win- 
kie’ (20th) and vaude. Augurs sweet 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Armored Car’ 
(U) and vaude headlined by Gene 
Austin, fine $9,800. 

Uptewn(Fox) (2,020; 25-40)—‘Win- 
kie’ (20th). Looks like another fine 
day-and-date engagement. House 


should pull swell $5,500. Last week, 
‘Road Back’ (U) (2d run), $2,500, 
very poor. 





Indpls. Okay in Aug.; 
Bennett Dual $7,200 


Indianapolis, Aug. 3. 

Weather moderate and biz good. 
Downtown first runs are moving 
nicely as they go into August. which 
always has been the best month of 
the summer season locally. 

‘Saratoga’ continues to do strong 
business in its holdover session at 
Loew's, while the vaudfilm Lyric 
prospers with ‘San Quentin’ and a 
stage show featuring Noble Sissle’s 
orch. ‘Topper,’ on a dual with “You 
Can't Beat Love,’ is stepping right 
along at the Circle. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apolle (Fourth Ave.) (1,100: 25-40) 
—‘Road Back’ ‘U). Comfortably on 
the right side at $4,800. Last week, 
‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th), in second 
stanza, okay $3,200. 

Cirele (Monarch) (2,800; 25-40) — 





‘Topper’ (MG) dualed with ‘Can't 
Beat Love’ (RKO). Former given 
national ad help and rave notices. 


Take is very good at pace indicating 
$7,200. Last week, dual of ‘Exclu- 
sive’ (Par) and ‘Super Sleuth’ (Par), 
okay $5.500. 


Loew’s ‘(Loew’s) (2.400: 25-40) — 
‘Saratoga’ (MG) and _ ‘Frightened 
Men’ ‘(Col) (2d wk.). Doing very 


well, pointing to $7,000. Last week, 
same pix did terrific $13.500, one of 


three or four best weeks house has 
ever had. 
Lyrie (Olson) (2.000: 25-30-40) — 


‘San Quentin’ (WB) and Noble Sis- 
sle band on stage. Latter is local 
fave and aiding gross to dandy $9,500. 
Last week, ‘Talent Scout’ (WB) and 
vaude, slow $7,100. - 


JOHN WEXLEY AT WB 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
John Wexley has joined Warners 
as a writer on the Bryan Foy unit. 
He authored “The Last Mile.’ 








+ —_— 


San Francisco. Aug. 3, 

Shirley Temple in ‘Wee Willie 
Winkie’ is doing the biggest biz the 
20th-Fox starlet has yet done in this 
town. Fox has been getting a heavy 
patronage from the kids, although 
this Temple picture seems to be 
pleasing the adults more than 


any 
of her other productions. . 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55)—‘Wee 
Willie Winkie’ (20th) and ‘Hot 
Money’ (Par). Fox making a big 
play for the adults as well as the 
kids. Edward Horton pic also a 


good come-on for the moppet trade, 
Should do a colossal $21.000 on the 
week. Last week, ‘Exclusive’ (Par) 
and ‘Lady Escapes’ (20th). ns.g. at 
$12,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850, 35-55) 
—‘Hideaway’ (RKO), Peggy O'Neill 
Sisters’ kiddy revue and Major 
Bowes unit on stage. Pointing 
towards good $18,000. Last week, 
‘Can’t Beat Love’ (RKO) and Fred 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians on stage, 
big $25,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2.440: 35-55)— 
‘Road Back’ (U) and ‘Small Town 
Boy’ (GN) (3d week). Managing to 
stretch the run of this combo to three 
weeks, but will call it quits to fair 


$6,000. Last week, second, good 
$8,200. 
Paramount (F-WC) (2,740: 35)— 


‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Big Business’ 
(20th) (2d week). Biz still big; exe 
pect very good $15,000 on the hold- 
over after a terrific $25,000 for the 
initial stanza. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 35-55)— 
‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) and 
‘Crime Nobody Saw’ (Par) (3d 
week). ‘Winkie’ at Fox and ‘Coura- 
geous’ here gives Market street two 
Kipling pictures. ‘Courageous’ looks 
to do okay $6,000 in third frame after 
doing good $8,500 in second week. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200: 35- 
55)—‘Make Way for Tomorrow’ 
(Par) and .Disney Revue. Pic has 
been lying around the exchange for 
some time waiting for a Market 
street showing. Shortage of product 


j at the United Artists is the reason 


this house got it. Should do in the 
nabe of $7,500, fair. Last week, 
‘Silent Barriers’ (GB) and ‘Looking 
for Trouble’ (UA), poor $4,500. 


Warfield (F-WC) (2,680: 35-55)—~ 
‘Topper’ (MG) and ‘Midnight Mae 


donna’ (Par). Won't do over $11,000, 
which is n.s.g. Last week. ‘Between 
Two Women’ (MG) and ‘Public Wed« 
ding’ (WB), $11,000, poor. 


ROAD BACK’ IN L’VILLE 
WELL PAVED, $5,600 


Louisville, Aug. 3. 

Business is holding at an even-keel 
currently and takings will be about 
normal, and in some instances a little 
better. ‘Road Back,’ heavily exploit- 
ed weeks in advance, should lift the 
Strand into the upper brackets. ‘Top- 
per’ and ‘Men Are Not Gods’ at 
Loew’s State will pull nice biz. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave. - Loew's) 
(1,500; 15-25-40)—‘Saratoga’ ‘«MG) 
and ‘Promise to Pay’ (Col), dual. 
After satisfactory first week at 
Loew’s State looks set to follow 
through with fine $3,400 here. Last 
week, ‘Easy Living’ (RKO) and 
‘Wild Money’ (Par), dual, on move- 
over from Rialto, light $2,300. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Shall We Dance’ (RKO) and ‘Let's 
Get Married’ (Col), dual. Drawing 
heavily and extended to full seven- 
day stanza, Usual policy is a mid- 
week split. Headed for §2.400, good. 
Last week, ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and 
‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th), dual, split 





with ‘Turn Off the Moon’ (Par) and 
‘Midnight Taxi’ (20th), dual, okay 
$2,200. 

Loew’s State (3,000: 15-25-40)— 


‘Topper’ (MG) and ‘Men Net Gods’ 
(Col), dual. Former nicture getting 
all the attention and has indications 
of leading the field at $7.000, oke. 
Last week, ‘Saratoga’ (MG) and 
‘Promise to Pay’ (Col), dual, big 
$11,000 and moved over to Brown 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-25-40)—‘Marry Girl’ (WB). Hav- 
ing trouble getting by as a single: 
so-so $3,100. Last week, ‘Ever Since 
Eve’ (FN), poor $2,500. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15)—Freshman 
Love’ (WB) and ‘Banjo’ (20th), dual, 
split with ‘Snowed Under’ «FN? and 
‘15 Maiden Lane’ (20th), dual. Weak 
$1.200. Last week, ‘One in Million 
(20th) and ‘Love at 20’ (WB). dual, 
split with ‘Stars Over Broadw ay) 
(WB) and ‘Laughing at Trouble 
(20th), dual, light $1,300. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15-25- 


40)—‘Exclusive’ (Par) and ‘Love 
Bungalow’ (U), dual. Newspaper 
varn ideal hot weather fare and 


keeping wickets fairly busy. point- 
ing to satisfactory $5.500. Last week, 
‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th) and ‘Coro- 
nation’ (20th) in color. big $8,500. 
Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15-25- 
40)—‘Road Back’ (U). First time in 
weeks that house has deviated from 
dual policy. Cricks kind to the pic- 
ture and smart exploitation will If 





i|Said No’ 


take to fine $5.600. Last week, “Girl 
(GN) and ‘On Again 


(RKO), dual, light $3.100. 
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Mercury No Opposish to Chi Pix 
Raye- Eve Smash 556, ‘Road 
Plus Duke, 226, Temple Sock 186 


oO 





Chicago, Aug. 3. 

The Chicago, despite the heat, has 
‘em lined for blocks waiting for a 
glimpse at Martha Raye on the stage 
and ‘Ever Since Eve’ on the screen. 
The United Artists has had a line in 
front of the house so long that 
they're wearing a path in the side- 
waik concrete. ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ 
again is proving to the Roosevelt 
that its 1,500 seats aren’t enough to 
take care of the demand, State-Lake 
continues to pile up profits. 

Business is excellent at practically 
every house, with the Garrick and 
Apollo currently stepping out with 
holdovers, both of which are doing 
well. Only the Oriental seems lost 
n a fog. Things haven’t been so 
a there recently, and the house 
seems at a loss to know what to do 
about the situation, Has become 
suddenly price conscious, and is 
boasting of its 25c-to-one-o’clock ad- 
mish, but rest of the scale is ap- 
parently too steep for the customers, 
who would rather add a nickel or a 
dime to the top at the Oriental and 
go to the Chicago or Palace. Around | 
fhe corner the State-Lake is consist- 
ently lower scaled than the Oriental 
with the same grade of shows. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) | 
—Day at Races’ (MG). In here for 
h.o. following smash stay at the 
United Artists. Heading to around 
$7,000, neat take. Last week, ‘Slave 
Ship’ (20th) touched nice $6,400. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Ever Since Eve’ (WB) and stage 
show. Martha Raye in person doing 
the trade, without question. Worry 
currently is how to handle the 
crowds which are blocking side- 
walks. Skyrocketing the take up 
into the biggest figures in weeks and 
months at nearly $55,000 from 
opening indications. Last week, ‘Ex- 
clusive’ (Par) caught on sharply and 
zipped the gross to excellent $44,600. 





Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65)— 
‘Exclusive’ (Par). Doing fine on h.o. 
and will snare satisfactory $6,000. 


Last week, ‘Forbidden Adventure’ 
(Reade) completed big money fort- 
night to $6,500. 


| (3,106; 








Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-45- 
§5-65)—‘Wild Money’ (Par) and | 
vaude. Also Disney Academy Award 


five-cartoon reels. Business not so 
hot and will land a probable $12,500 
N.s.g. Last week, ‘Slim’ (WB), 
n.s.h. $15,000, 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—'Road Back’ (U) and Duke Elling- 
ton orchestra on stage. Gross build- 
ing currently to around $22,000, up 
considerably from last couple of 
weeks. Last week, flabby at $15,600 
for ‘Super Sleuth’ (RKO), 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Willie Winkie’ (20th). Real 
coin winner; big $18,000 for first 
week. Last week, ‘Candlesticks’ 
(MG) finished fortnight to $8,200, 
weakish. 

‘State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55)—Armored Car’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Another money session in 
Sight at $15,000. Last week, ‘Roar- 
ing Timber’ (Col) and vaude touched 
a good enough mark at $13,700. 

United Artists. (B&K-UA) (1,700: 
35-55-75 )—Saratoga’ (MG) (2d wk). 
Still holding to remarkable pace. 
Turnover excellent on short show 
and will touch better than $20,000 


for a smashing second stanza, follow- | 


ing a hotcha gallop to $29,900 last 
week. 


‘Exclusive,’ 66, ‘Road’ 
$8,500, Nice in Seattle 


Seattle, Aug. 3. 
here are putting out 
strong front with good bookings and 
exploitation to combat usual sum- 
mer slump. 

Palomar 





Theatres 


this week puts reverse 
English on general trend of 
higher prices for commodities, by 
ne admish from 37e top to 27c 
op. 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 16-27) — ‘Behind Headlines’ 
‘RKO) and ‘White Bondage’ (WB). 
dual. Anticipated good $2,500. Last 
week, “Secret Valley’ (20th) and 
Man in Blue’ (U), dual, nice $2,300. 


Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
1.900; 21-32)—‘Gave Him Gun’ 
og and ‘Nobody’s Baby’ (MG), 
ual, 


Headed for okay $3,200. Last 
week, ‘Cafe Metropole’ (20th) and 
heey of City’ (MG), dual, $2,900, 
lid. 
Colonial 
‘Cherokee 
Alarm’ 


30-30, 


(Sterling) (850; 10-21)— 
Strip’ (FN) and ‘Bank 
‘GN}, dual. Expect $2,000, 
Last week, ‘10th Man’ (GB) 


| ‘Big Shot’ 





i*‘Love in Bungalow’ (U), dual. 
|/a smash preview and continuing to 


| 
| 
| 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 3 














and ‘Oh Susannah’ (Rep) dual, fair- 
ish $2,100. 

Fifth Avenue (2,400; 32-37-42)— 
‘Saratoga’ (MG) (2nd. wk). Heavy 
women’s trade continues to hold up, 
anticipated big $7,500. Last week, 
same film, big $13,500 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 16-32-42)— 
‘Roaring Timber’ (Col) and ‘Crim- 


inals of Air’ (Col), dual. Looks like 
big $5,000. Last week, ‘Devil Driv- 
ing’ (Col) and ‘Venus Makes 
Trouble’ (Col), dual, moderate $3,100. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 32-37-42)—‘Emperor’s Candle- 
sticks’ (MG) and ‘Big’ Business’ 
(20th), dual (3rd wk). Hitting good 
clip for around $2,500. Last week, 
same films, $3,300, big. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,700; 32-37-42) ‘Road Back’ (U) 
and ‘Wild Money’ (Par) dual. Nice 
campaign here drawing excellent 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Ever Since Eve’ 
(FN) and ‘On Again,’ (RKO), dual, 
slow $4,800. 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,450: 16-27) 
—Rhythym in Clouds’ (Rep) and 
vaude. Drawing big $5,000. Last 


week, ‘Two Who Dared’ 
vaude, slow $2,900. 
Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
32-37-42 )—Exclusive’ (Par) 
and ‘Marry the Girl’ (WB), dual. 
Indicate big $6,000. Last week, ‘Be- 
tween Two Women’ (MG) and ‘Talk 
of Devil’ (GB), dual, $3,800, slow. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 
‘Go Getter’ (WB) and ‘Good as Mar- 


(GN) and 


ried’ (U), dual. Anticipate fairish 
2,500. Last week, ‘Prince and 
Pauper’ (WB) and ‘Call it a Day’ 


(WB), $2,600, fair. 


Toast’ Hot 206 
In Boston, Excl. 





Lukewarm at 146 





Boston, Aug. 3. 

Generally a healthy week here, 
with ‘Exclusive’ at the Met running 
behind ‘Toast of New York’ on dual 
bill at the Keith Memorial which 
leads the town at $20,000. 

Holdover of ‘Saratoga’ on dowble 
bill at the Orph and State is very 
satisfactory. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 25-40-55) — 
(RKO) and ‘What Price 
Vengeance’ (Sel), dual. Pogr $5,000 
indicated. Last week, ‘On Again’ 
(RKO) and ‘Man in Blue’ (U), weak 
$5,500. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,400; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Singing Marine’ (WB) (2d run) 
and ‘Big Business’ (20th) (Ist run), 
dual. Fair $5,000. Last week, ‘Ever 
Since Eve’ (WB) and ‘Stuttering 
Bishop’ (WB), dual, $4.800. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.900; 25- 
40-55)—'Toast of N. Y.’ (RKO) nr 

a 


get sweet trade, heading for okay 
$20.000. Last week, ‘Road Back’ ‘(U) 
and ‘Lady Escapes’ (20th), dual. sec- 


‘Winkie’ Captures Prov., 
Getting Whammo $12,500 


Providence, Aug. 3. 

There’s plenty doing in town cur- 
rently. One holdover, ‘Saratoga’ at 
Loew’s, is going at a nice clip, but 
Shirley Temple’s ‘Wee Wiilie Winkie’ 
is overshadowing everything. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fay’s (2.000; 25-35-50) — ‘Talent 
Scout’ (FN) and vaude. Not a bad 
show, but opposish is too tough for 
any real break. Maybe $5.500, just 


so-so. Last week, ‘Born Reckless’ 
(20th), ditto. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 25-35-50)- 
‘Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Marriage Be- 
fore Breakfast’ (MG) (2d wk). Pace 
still holding up after first week's 
$19,000, highest in years. Second 


week looks like $10,000, good 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50) 


‘Wild Money’ (Par) and ‘10th Man’ 
(GB). Getting only overflow from 
other spots; maybe fair $3,500 on 
split week. Last week, ‘13th Man’ 
(Mono) and ‘Trail Dust’ (Par), 
argund same figure. 


TOAST” VAUDE 
12500, LEAD 
MILD BALTO 





Baltimore, Aug. 3. 
Rather mild goings-on here, what 
with hold-overs and vacation exodus 


at its highest. Hippodrome is lead- 
ing the town with ‘Toast of New 
York’ plus vaude, indicating nice 
$12,500. 

Second stanza of ‘Saratoga’ (MG) 


is holding up fairly well, with $9,- 

500 in sight after a wow first session 

that climbed steadily to $16,000. 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’'s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55 )—‘Saratoga’ (MG) (2nd 
week). Holding fairly steady pace 


$16,000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Toast of New 
York’ (RKO) plus vaude. Leading 
town with nice $12,500. Last week, 


(2,200; 


‘Girl Said No’ (GN) and Will Os- 
borne orch, $9,300, so-so. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40-55)—‘Easy Living’ (Par) 
Opens tonight (Tues.). Last week, 


500 after steady first week to $6,000. 
New (Mechanic) (1,400; 15-25-30- 
40-55) — ‘Think Fast, Mr. Moto’ 


$2,500. Last week, second of ‘Wee 
Winkie’ (20th), good $2,700 after first 
session to $4,100. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Singing Marine’ (WB). Just 
fair $7,000 in store; Last week, ‘An- 
other Dawn’ (WB), fell down to 
$4,100, poor. 





‘Saratoga’ a Wow 2d 
Week in Summery Buff 


Buffalo, Aug. 3. 
Canadian holiday has this town 





ond week, wilted towards end, $8,400. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35-55- 
75) — ‘Exclusive’ (Par) and stage 
show. Not getting matinee biz. mild 
$14.000 in sight. Ann Marsters, 
feature writer for Boston American, 
appears in brief bit in this pic and 
her paper’s buildup is helping mat- 
ters along. Last week, ‘Wee Willie 
Winkie’ (20th) and p.a. of Martha 
Raye, hit smash $56,400, close to new 


house record. h 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 


150)—'Saratoga’ (MG) and ‘Married 
| Before Breakfast’ (MG), dual, second 


| week, 
| okay 


towards 
stanza, 


Sailing smoothly 
$14.000 for holdover 
First week big $19,500. 

Paramount (M&P) (1.800: 25-35- 
55) — ‘Singing Marine’ (WB) (2nd 
run) and ‘Big Business’ (20th), dual. 


Good $7 000, Last w eek, ‘Ever Since to Eat’ (20th ). Looks like another Bov’ (UA) (2d week ), fair $2.500. Have Everything (20th . Reopened 
Eve’ (WB) and ‘Stuttering Bishop’| routine dual for* poor $5,000. Last : airs METRE RAED | yesterday (Tuesday). House has 
(WB). dual. fair $6,500. week, ‘Draegerman Courage’ (WB) been shuttered two weeks when 
Scollay (M&P) (2,700: 25-35-40-50) | and ‘Hollyword Cowboy’ (RKO), GERTRUDE MICHAEL ILL product ran out. 
— White Bondage’ (WB) (ist run)| average $5,200. Roxy (5.836: 25-45-55-75) —‘Wee 
land ‘Easy Living’ (Par) (2nd run), Great Lakes (Shea) (3,600; 30-50) | _Hollywood, Aug. #. Willie Winkie’ (20th) (2nd week) 
dual. Nice $6.000 on the way. Last; —‘Saratoga’ (MG) (2d run). Looks Gertrude Michael, suffering from end stage show Hitting eorking 
week. ‘Sing and Be Happy’ (Par) and| like very good $8,000. Last week, tonsilitis and under observation by $42,000 after a mounteinow: gross of 
‘Midnight M: a’ ar both 2d|‘Good Earth’ (MG) (2d week). an- r sicis . : ‘9's | oR1 ici Saggy taper hove 
Midnight Madonna’ (Par) | » (Mm saat Bh her physician, left the cast of Metro’s | $61,000 on first week. Temple film is 
run), six days, poor $3,000. 7 other “oO when renee ye me ‘My Wife’ over the weekend. one oOf the theatre’s top grossers, 
at tMG a Pa a! | $8.00 ——— She expects to return this week | Boosted scale helped substantially 
fore Breakfast’ (MG) (2d wk.). Will | Hipp (Shea) (2.400: 25-40)—‘Be- and meanwhile scenes are being | also. Goes third week. 
vet about $10.000, good. First frame itween Two Women’ (MG) and ‘Jones shot around her. Strand (2.767: 25-55-75 )—They 
big $15.000. | Family’ (20th). Biz moving slow ann |; Won't Forget (WB) (3rd-final 
a ee | here; Da “ - a, — week). Dropped to $9,000, after 
‘ ’ ‘Madrid’ (Par) and ‘Marrie efore ; ’ j oO 6,300 on second week. ‘Sa 
RADIO REVELS’ REVAMPED Breakfast’ (MG), up slightly, but Jay C. Flippen s Film Chore Bo Rete Ee Be ss Be 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. hardly satisfactory at $5,400 Jay Flippen, who conducts . PRS ike - va ye 
Radio has assigned Dorothy Yost, Lafayette (Ind.) (3.400; 25-35)— WHN’'s N. Y. amateur program and ce — iMG) ro Apes : 
Eddie Davis, David Silverstein a i| ‘Road Back’ (U). Drawing arene standard in vaude, goes into the Seopa mag ty i hd Bebo d ny 
Matt Brooks to revamp the script | Mage week, ‘Fright oe Mee cols | 8ext Edward Arnold pic at Para-| Okay $21,500, after poor $16,000, 
of “Radio City Revels.’ and ‘Venus Makes Trouble’ iCols. | mount Last week vith ‘Ma ied Bef re 


Edward Kaufman will produce. 


crowded with visitors, but pic busi- 
ness isn’t getting much benefit. 
‘Saratoga’ is the summer sensation, 
| being held over for what looks like 
!a fine second week at the Lakes, 
| after running up to topflight figures 
last week at the Buffalo. ‘Wee Willie 
Winkie’ is considerably better than 
| average at the Buffalo currently, but 
things elsewhere look subnormal. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,600: 30-40-50)— 
‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th). Got nice 
| opening play, with British angle 
| clicking with Canadian weekenders. 
| Should get nice $14,000. Last week, 
| ‘Saratoga’ (MG), developed into the 
most sensational offering of season. 
Way over estimates at terrific $25,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,400: 25-35)— 
|‘Great Gamhini’ (Par) and ‘She Had 








so-so $5,000. 


to $9,500 after booming first session | 


second of ‘Road Back’ (U), fair $3,- | 


(20th). Mild going to no more than | 


| 








‘Dietrich-Donat Only Fair 


i 


$6,500 in Dull Montreal 


Montreal, Aug. 3 

No h.o.’s currently with 
ception, but outlook, weather and 
otherwise again tough for b.o. Palace 
| will pouch best take, with Capitol 


| running close. 


‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th) and Estimates for This Week 

‘Public Wedding’ (WB). Looks like Palace (CT) (2,700; 50) — ‘Knight 

great $12,500 and h.o. Last week,|} Without Armor’ (UA). Looks like 

‘Sing and Happy’ (20th) and ‘Lady | $6500, fair. Last week, ‘Emperor’s 

Escapes’ (U), n.g. $5,600. | Candlesticks’ (MG) and ‘Meet Missus’ 
Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— | (MG), nice $7,000. 


Capitol (CT) (2,700; 50) — ‘New 
| Faces’ (RKO) and ‘Can’t Beat Love 
!(RKO). Only $5,500, poor. Last 


week, ‘Races’ (MG) h.o., good $6,000. 

Loew’s (M.T. Co.) (3,200; 40)—‘Heil 
| Divers’ (MG) and ‘When Ladies 
Meet’ (MG). Lucky if they get $4,000, 
poor. Last week, ‘Love from Stran- 
yer’ (Brit) and ‘Counterfeit Lady 
(Col), $3,500, poor. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50) — ‘Easy 
Living’ (Par) and ‘Great Gambini’ 
(Par) May get $5,000, very good 
Last week, ‘Another Dawn’ (‘{(WB) 
j}and ‘Fly Away Baby’ (WB) $4,500, 
good, 

Cinema 
(600; 50) 


(France-Film) 
here for summer 


de Paris 
‘Cesar’ 


| and still grossing from around $1,000, | 


00d. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 34) 
—Messieurs les Robes de Cuir’ and 
‘Monsieur Prosper. Biz poor and 
not likely to pass $2,500. Last week, 
‘Coup de Mistral’ and ‘Moutonner a 
Paris,’ $2,300, poor. 


Wash. Biz Blah 
Ship, Vaude 
Fair $19:500 


Washington, Aug. 3. 

All pix are off this week in what 
seems to be a continuation of a defi- 
nite summer slump. Perfect weekend 
weather is sending ’em scurrying to 

the beaches. and the tourist trade, 
which usually compensates, is doing 
| its playing outdoors, too. 

| Capitol is out in front with ‘Slave 
| Ship.’ but it’s only fair. Chief item 
| of interest and biggest money maker 
again is Saratoga, which wowed last 
week at Capitol and broke precedents 
by being shifted into Palace this 
| week, house being strictly Loew's 
| ace first-run spot. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Capitol (Loew) (3,424; 25-35-60 )— 
| ‘Slave Ship’ (20th) and vaude. Jesse 
, Crawfords’ orch some help, but won't 
better fair $19,500. Last week, ‘Sara- 
toga’ (MG), knocked ’em silly with 
wow $32,000. 

| Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
‘Day At Races’ (MG) (2d run), 
Heading for big $6,000. Last week, 
‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ (MG) (2d 
run), oke $4,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,244: 25-35-40-60-70) 
—Exclusive’ (Par) and vaude. Prob- 
ably light $14,000. 
night Madonna’ (Par) and vaude, set 
new house low with $7,500. 


Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-50)— 
‘Road Back’ (U) (2d week). Maybe 
fair $5,500. Last week, same pic's 


sock campaign brought okay $9,000. 

Met (WB) (1,853; 25-40)—King of 
Gambiers’ (Par). Maybe oke $4,000. 
Last .week, ‘Singing Marine’ (WB) 
(2d run), fair $3,500. 


‘Saratoga’ (MG) (2d run). 


strong 
| beaches and resorts stiffer competition 
| than 


one ex-! 


Last week, ‘Mid- | 


Strong Holdover Films Help B'way 
Beat the Heat; ‘Winkie’ 426 Stays 3d, 
Toast Big 706 2d; 


3 $2 Pix Next Week 


| Broadway is beating the heat with 
holdover films, giving the 


usual for weekend trade, but 


the lesser and newer product is tak- 


|ing a severe drubbing 


‘Wee Willie Winkie’ continues to 
stand ‘em up afd on its second stanza 
looks headed for $42,000, a nifty 

| figure which means the film goes a 
ithird week. The Roxy's boosted 
scale from 40c to 55c. and from 55c. 


to 75c. has added to the till during 


the run of the film In two weeks, 
‘Winkie’ has grossed more than 
| $100,000. 

For comparative’ stature, there 
icomes next, “Toast of New York’ 


which is hitting for a good $70,000 on 
|its second week at the Radio City 
|Music Hall. It makes room for 
‘Stella Dallas’ tomorrow (Thursday). 
Tuesday (3) saw the reopening of the 
Rivoli, with the Ritz Bros. pic- 
ture ‘You Can't Have Everything.’ 
‘San Quentin’ is another new en- 
,try today (Wednesday) at the 
| Strand, and tomorrow (Thursday) 
‘Captains Courageous’ begins its pop 
run at the Capitol, displacing ‘Sara 
'toga, which is showing graceful 
istamina on its second week, 
‘Exclusive’ supported by Mal Hal- 
lett on the Paramount stage, should 
wind up with $23,500, on its second 
week, and departs today in favor of 
| ‘Artists and Models.’ 

‘High Wide and Handsome’ the 
only $2 film on the Stem is drooping 
aggregating a bare $16,000 on its first 
11 days. Nevertheless, it’s pencilled 
in indefinitely. ‘Souls at Sea,’ also Par, 


new 


| starts at the Globe, N. Y., at $2, Aug. 
| 9, set back from Tuesday (3). ‘Zola’ 
relights Warners’ Hollywood, Aug, 


11, also at $2 top. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 

‘High, Wide and Handsome’ (Par). 
Opened July 23 and on its first 11 
days, only around $16,000, n. s. h. 

Capitel (4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Saratoga’ (MG) (2nd week). Good 
enough $22,000 after a bright $38,500, 


the first week. This posthumous 
Harlow film measures to cinch b. o. 
| at this pace. Tomorrow (Thurs.) 


‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) follows. 

Central (1,000; 25-35-40-55-65-75- 
85-99)—‘Gold Racket’ (GN). House 
begins regular Saturday change day 
policy with this one which is play- 
ing day-and-date with sister house, 
Republic on 42nd street. Both spots 
will count up $10,000, with the Cen- 
tral hitting the higher $5,300. It’s 
nothing to brag about on the com- 
parative basis but fair enough con- 


sidering the loc.!s Last week, 
‘Damaged Lives’ (Weldon) closed 


seven-week run for under $5,000. 
Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Marry 
the Girl’ (WB), Lethargie at under 
$5,000. Reissue of ‘Bengal Lancer’ 
(Par), last week, better at $6,500. 
Globe (1,274; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
|~—‘Souls at Sea’ (Par). Comes in for 
special two-a-day run on Aug. 9. 
Film was originally slated to, open 
yesterday (Tues.) 
Palace (1,700; 
Singing Marine’ 


25-35-55 )—The 
‘WB) and ‘Born 
Reckless’ (20th). At $8,500. Pretty 
| good, Last week, fair $7,500 with 
‘Slave Ship’ (20th) and ‘She Had to 
| Eat’ (20th). 
Paramount 
~Exclusive’ 





(3,664; 
(Par) 


| LeRoy. Pretty good $23,500 after an 
| Okay $34,300 on the first week. 
|‘Artists and Models’ with Phil 





Spitalny starts today. 
Radie City Musie Hall 


(RKO) (2nd week). 


like big $12,000 for a move-over. Last | $82,000. 


week, ‘Easy Living’ (MG) and Disney | 


Academy Revue, light $12,000. 
Rialto (Indie) 
‘Dreaming Lips’ (UA). 


spite critics. Last week, 


‘| He flies to the Coast in two weeks. | Breakfast’ (MG) and vaude, 


(1,100; 25-30-40 )— | 
Nice cam- | 
paign should bring good $3,500, de- 
‘Elephant 


| Rialto 
| Last 


(750; 25-40-55)—It 
Forever’ (Col). Okay 
same as last week for 


Cowboy’ (RKO). 
Rivoli (2.092: 40-75-99) 


25-35-55-85-99 ) 
(2nd week) and 
| in pit, Mal Hallett orchestra and Hal 


(5,980; 40- 
rote“ “Toast of New York’ 

Okay $70,000, 
Palace (Loew) (2,363: 25-35-60)— | making way for ‘Stella Dallas’ (UA) 
Looks | Opening Thursday. First week, nifty 
Can't 
$6,100; 
‘Hollywood 


“You Can't 
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Philly Temp. Up Again, B. 0's Down; 
‘Baby,’ Lucas’ Orch, So-So $12,000 








Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 

After a week that found the 
thermometer dipping and the grosses 
tilting, biz in the downtown film 
houses is dropping again with in- 
dications that another heat wave is 
here. This week’s batch of films 
holds no great promise, although a 
couple of them should puli average 
trade. 


Fox ‘Exclusive,’ starting today | 
(Tuesday) when the managy ment 
decided ‘The Road Back’ wasn’t 


strong enough to hold. Tomorrow 
(Wednesday) the Boyd gets the first 
pop showing of “Yne Good Earth.’ 

Earle started good Friday (30) 
with its new combo, Clyde Lucas 
and his ork on the stage and ‘Fly- 
Away Baby’ on the screen, but pace 
fell off, however. With house dark 
Sundays this summer, week’s gross 
won't be anything to write home 
about. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65)—‘Topper’ 
(MG). Ending week’s stay tonight 
(Tuesday). Rave notices but busi- 
ness not quite big enough at $12,500 
to warrant second week. ‘Good 
Earth,’ first pop showing, tomorrow. 
Last week, ‘Knight Without Armor’ 
(UA), $10,500, disappointing. 

Earle (2,000; 25-40-55)—‘Fly-Away 
Baby’ (WB) and vaude. Clyde 
Lucas’ band headlining. Good open- 
ing biz, but pace not continuing. So- 
so $12,000 for six-day week figured. 
Last week, ‘Ever Since Eve’ (WB) 
and vaude, Herman Bing heading, 
fairish $13,000. 


Fox (3,000; 40-55-64)—Exclusive’ 
(Par). Opened today (Tuesday). 
Last week, ‘Road Back’ (U), dis- 


appointed with $12,500. 

Karlton (1.000; 25-35-40)—‘Marry 
the Girl’ (WB). Just so-so $2,400. Last 
week, ‘Born Reckless’ (20th), dismal 


$2,100. 
Stanley (3,700; 40-55-65)—‘Sara- 
toga’ (MG) (2d wk). Holding for 


part of third week, although pace 
decidedly off now. Should get neat 
$16,000 in second full week, however, 
after first week’s astounding $25,000. 

Stanton (7,100; 30-40-50)—‘Fright- 
ened Men’ (Col). Notices not so hot 
and biz tepid; $5,000, maybe. Last 
week, ‘Thunder in City’ (Col), aver- 
age $6,000. 


Cincy Has B.0.; 
Temple, Bennett 
Fach $14,000, OK 


Cincinnati, Aug. 3. 

Biz in the main this week at ace 
cinemas is above summer par, “Top- 
per,’ at the Albee, and ‘Wee Willie 
Winkie,’ at the Palace, are neck-and- 
necking it for first money at a fast 
$14,000 pace. ‘Make Way for To- 
morrow’ is doing a brodie at the 
Lyric at $2,500. Keith's is chalking 
up $4,500 on ‘Marry the Girl.’ 


‘Saratoga,’ which set the town’s 
all-time record at the Albee last 
week for a non-holiday week at the 
35-42-cent scale, is heading for an- 
other record this week at the Capitol 
with a $9,000 take, tops for that 
house on a move-over pic. RKO 
Shubert reopens Friday (6) for an 
indef run of pictures at pop prices 
prior to reviving its vaudefilm policy. 
Starter is ‘Good Earth’ (MG), to be 
followed by ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)—Top- 
per’ (MG). Nifty. $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Saratoga’ (MG), $26,000, an 
all-time house record at this scale 
for a non-ehsliday week. 








Capitol (RKO) (2.000; 35-42)— 
‘Saratoga’ (MG) (2d run). A new 


high mark here on a move-over pic 
at $9,000. Last weex, ‘Exclusive’ 
(Par) (2d run). $3,000, slow. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Frightened Men’ (Col) and ‘Night of 
Mystery’ (Par). split. Normal, $2,100. 
Ditto last week on ‘Racketeers in | 
Exile’ (Col) and ‘Girl from Scotland 
Yard’ (Par), split. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200: 25-40)—Hell 


Ay 





Saugus’ Cocktailing 
Schoolmarm Pix-Tested | 


26-year-old 
teacher who 
her job three 





Isabelle Hallin, the 
Saugus, Mass., school 
was dismissed from 
weeks ago for 
cocktails to her pupils, today (Wed.) 
gets a screen test from 20th-Fox, in 
New York. 

At her school Miss Hallin taught 
dramatics and also has some little 
theatre trouping experience She is 
being repped in show biz by Walter 
Batchelor, who put her under con- 
tract directly after the Saugus school 
board dropped her after the case got 
plenty of nationwide newspaper 
play. 


allegedly serving 


| lined, provided 





Myers Air Views 





(Continued from page 5) 





quarters of each year, pictures which 
have marked box office possibilities, 
and in using these same pictures as 
bait to induce the exhibitors to sign 
up with Paramount for the ensuing 
year.’ 

Calling particular attention to the 
six films involved in the Par-indie | 
controversy, the Allied chief declared | 
the company ‘had no intention of de- | 
livering the pictures advertised ex- | 
cept as it might later seem advanta- 
geous to the company to make such | 
deliveries. Paramount having util- 
ized all of the high allocation brack- 
ets and concluding that the six pic- 
tures above. mentioned possessed | 
great box office possibilities, arbi- | 
trarily announced that they would | 
not be delivered to the exhibitors in 
pursuance of their 1936-37 contracts. 
The pictures are known to be either 
entirely completed or capable of be- 
ing completed during the term of the 
1936-37 contracts; but the company 
feels, under the terms of the stand- 
ard contract, it is not required to| 
release the pictures and that if they 
are not released the exhibitors can- 
not compel delivery. | 

‘As I have already indicated, this 
practice is also indulged in by cer- | 
tain of the other companies. We cite | 
these examples to show that what 
we complain of is an ‘unfair method 
of competition’—a practice—and nof 
merely an isolated instance of dis- 
honesty. We limit our complaint to 
Paramount for the time being be- | 
cause it is the most flagrant offender; | 
because if any action by the Com- | 
mission is to be effective it must be 
taken promptly and proceedings can | 
be instituted more rapidly against 
one company than several; and finally | 
because if formal proceedings are | 
launched against Paramount it is be- 
lieved that the others will institute | 
voluntary reforms.’ 





| which otherwise would have to wait 
upon earnings. | 


| discussed between RKO and Gold- 
|wyn-UA to the Radio City Music 


| Hall selected from the entire RKO- 


| pictures which were played during 


| were booked for three weeks each 


| two weeks each. Others played for | 





Goldwyn-UA 


(Continued from page 3) 














wyn tie-in with Radio. In this view- 
point they have the support of the 
very sizable Rockefeller interests in 
the company. The latter are said to 
be concerned about the availability 
of class productions in sufficient 
numbers to protect the huge invest- 
ment in Radio City Music Hall, in 
New York. Heretofore, the Music 
Hall has had a call on RKO, Colum- 
bia and 20th-Century-Fox product, 
but the last named, except for an 
occasional picture, no longer is| 
available since 20th-Fox has taken 
over operation of the Roxy and will 
play its pictures there. UA pictures 
until this autumn have been held 
by the Rivoli, under franchise. 

Not likely anything definite can 
be quickly worked out, because a} 
deal would involve the exchange of | 
stock holdings and the issuance of 
new securities. First step must be 
the discharge of RKO from bank- 
ruptcy, which may be hastened by 
the prospect of such a deal as out- 
individual bankers 
immediately obligate thems2lves to 
liquidate certain company liabilities, 





The M. H, Stance 
Value of such deal as has been 


Hall is best explained by fact that in 
twelve month period just ending, the 


Radio output 13 films for showing in 
the big theatre out of a total of 43 


past 52 weeks. 

It was necessary for the M. H. to 
draw on every major distributor 
except Metro for one or more films 
during the year. Metro pictures play 
exclusively at Capitol theatre. 

Such a deal would assure the Hall 
of a sure supply of special type of 
‘A’ product for its huge capacity. 

In addition to the 13 pix from 
RKO, the Music Hall played six pic- 
tures from 20th-Fox, six United 
Artists, five Columbias, two Warners, 
one Paramount and one Universal. 

Two of the RKO-Radio releases, 
‘Mary of Scotland’ and ‘Swing Time’ 





and two others, ‘Rainbow on the 
River’ and ‘That Girl from Paris’ for | 
single weeks. 
With the 20th-Fox product for the 
coming season booked solid into | 
Roxy, recently taken over for opera- 
tion by 20th-Fox, any chance for a 
supply of films from that source ‘has | 
been removed. 

United Artists is concluding its 10- | 
year franchise for bookings at the 
Rivoli, N. Y. Termination of the 
franchise is regarded by UA pro- 
ducers as an opportunity to cash in 
heavily on New York first run book- 
ings by placing their films on the 
open market for highest bidders. 

Music Hall management would feel 
safely protected with first call on all 
UA pictures which, in addition to 
RKO-Radio output, would leave open 
for miscellaneous films comparatively 
few weeks. 








Mpls. Tapers Off; ‘Exclusive’ Poor 
$4,000, ‘Slave Ship’ Very Tepid $6,500 


Minneapolis, Aug. 3. | 
After last week's skyrocketing | 
grosses, current takings will size up | 
as extremely tame. ‘Saratoga’ and | 


‘Wee Willie Winkie’ plus Major |} 
Bowes’ all girl unit brought almost | 
$34,000 into the Minnesota and Or- 
heum alone—an amazing summer 
aul that still has the trade pop- | 
eyed. But this week the same two | 
houses, with ‘Slave Ship’ and ‘Ex- 
clusive,’ will do well to hit $11,000 
together. 

‘Saratoga,’ running nine days at 
the Minnesota, was a box-office sen- 
sation and has moved over to the 
Century for seven more days down- 
town. It still is clicking. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15-25) 








Divers’ (MG) (revival). Okay, $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Courageous’ (MG), | 


fourth downtown week, $2,700. good, | 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)—| 
‘Marry the Girl’ (WB). All right, | 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Two Women’ 


(MG), $5.000. okay. 

Lyric (RKO) (1.400; 35-42)—‘Make | 
Way for Tomorrow’ (Par). Pitiful. 
$2,500. Last weck. ‘Off Again’ 
(RKO), $5.000. all right. 


—My Girl’ (RKO) split with ‘Night 
Must Fall’ (MG) (2d runs), and last 
three days dual first-runs ‘Border | 
Cafe’ (RKO) and ‘Armored Car’ «U). 
Good $1,400 indicated. Last week, 
dual first runs ‘Time Out for Ro- 
mance’ (20th) and ‘Melody for Two’ | 
(WB), $1,200, gocd. 


Century (Publix-Singer) (1.600: 
25-35-55 )—‘Saratoga’ (MG) (2d 
week). Moved here from the Min- 
nesota where it was a_ nine-day 


Palace (RKO) (2.600; 35-42)—‘Wee | socko. Continuing to attract patron- 
Willie Winkie’ (20th), eight days.|;age. Looks like good 84.500 i.7st 
Swell $14,000, theatre’s best figure in| week, ‘Easy Living’ (Par), $5.000. 
recent weeks. Last week, ‘Knight | good. 

Without Armor’ (UA), six days,|; Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4.200: 
$5,500, poor. | 25-35-55) —‘Exclusive’~ (Par). Not 








sufficiently outstanding to command 
55c. night tariff. Poor $4,000 in pros- 
pect. Last week, ‘Saratoga’ (MG), 
$18,000 for nine days, tremendous. 

Orpheum (Publix-Singer) (2,890: 
25-35-40 )—‘Slave Ship’ (20th). Big 
cast line-up and heavy newspaper 
advertising campaign, as well as pic- 
ture’s own merits, bringing in some 
customers. Mild $6,500 is about all 
that can be expected. Last week. 
‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th) and 
Major Bowes’ all-girl unit on stage, 
$16,000, very big. 

State (Publix-Singer) 
40)—*Midnight Madonna’ 





(2,890; 25- | 
(Par) and 


‘Oh, Doctor’ (U). Dual bills here | 
holding their own nicely. Fairly | 
good $3,000 indicated. Last week. | 


‘Madrid’ (Par) and ‘Meet Missus’ | 
(Par), $3.400, pretty good. | 

Time (Berger) (290; 25-35 — ‘For- 
bidden Adventure’ (Indie) (5th 
week). Not so hot and closes today 
(Tuesday) with light $550. ‘Lar- | 
ceny on Air’ (RKO) replaces tomor- 
row. Last week. $900. okay. 


} 


Uptown (Publix) (1,290: 25-35)— 
: Day at Races’ (MG). First nabe 
showing. Headed for good $3.500. | 
Last week, ‘Parnell’ (MG), $3,000, | 


fair. 

World (Steffes) 350; 25-35-40-55)— 
‘Knight Without Armor’ (UA). Dict- 
rich-Donat combo and heavy adver- 
tising stimulating. Looks like good 
$5.000. Last *week, ‘Tales trom 
Vienna Woods’ (Foreign), $1,000, 
light. , | 


|such an 


The Girls’ 


——= 


Eye View 





By MARIAN SQUIRE 


Ever since Irene Dunne blacked 
up and did a strut in ‘Show Boat,’ 
she’s been romping. And much as 
she has frolicked in subsequent films, 
she still doesn’t quite seem to get 
the idea. The spirit is willing, but 
the effect is weak. She romps in 
‘High Wide and Handsome’—the saga 
of the Pennsylvania oil fields. Assist- 
Raymond Walburn, 
in his medicine show, she romps in 


ing her father, 
a short costume, and while her rea- 
sons for wearing same are good, 
they'd never cause Dietrich to go 
back where she came from. 

And for the slender bit she is, she 
romps and dances with all the gay 


| abandon of a British Queen at Coro- 


nation time. Miss Dunne seemed more 
comfortable in the days before she 
came into her own as a cute actress 
; . the days when she played the 
noble wife whose husband should 
have come home to her but didn’t— 
until the final fade-out. 

In the tight-basque-beruffled-skirt 
era, the costumes are as becoming as 
nature will allow. Somehow the 
streamlined 1937 Hollywood chassis 
seems a bit inadequate to carry the 
clothes designed for a day when the 
ladies had more to put in ’em, 

Perhaps the film capital is uncer- 
tain about. which way femme 
fashions are going to jump, and is 
taking refuge in costumes to keep 
from making a wrong guess. At any 
rate, Franees Farmer in ‘The Toast 
of New York’ and June Lang in 
‘Wee Willie Winkie’ both wear the 


basque and full skirt effects. The 
skirts are full enough, but the 
basques aren't. Incidentally, the 


gentle June Lang actually has the 
kind of flutey voice you've read 
about. Very pleasant. Even little 
Shirley Temple’s clothes come under 
the period influence, but she blos- 
soms out eventually in short kilts, 
looking as cute as any mother thinks 
her own child looks, Which (if 
you've never been a mother) any- 
body can tell you is plenty cute. 


Bagpipes abound on both stage 
and screen at the Roxy. You can 


{lead some music lovers to the 
baloony instrument, but you can’t 
make ‘em like it. Bagpipe-lovers 


have to be born. Even Queen Eliza- 
beth, who ought to be used to them, 
looked a little distressed in a recent 
newsreel when she was greeted by 
a bagpipe brigade in her own home 
town. Anyway, the Gae Foster Girls 
—and the audience—had lots of fun 
when the girls mounted huge balls 
and rolled about the stage in forma- 
tion. On such an uncertain perch 
they succeeded nobly in staying put. 
Only a scattered few. fell off, and 
then not until they’d grabbed every- 
thing but the orchestra leader to 
maintain balance. 


Wearing short kilts to match the 
soldiers’ uniforms in ‘Winkie,’ the 
girls literally had something on the 
ball when they all won the battle 
with gravitation, and rolled to the 
footlights in triumph—and a solid 
line. 

At the Music Hall 


The Rockettes. on the stage with 
‘Toast of New York’ at Radio City 
Music Hall, were rewarded with 
satisfying gasps of pleasure when 
they dressed the stage in long ballet 
gowns of shades of orchid and 
smoke gray. 

Coming, as she did, after yards 
and yards of satin and floating chif- 
fon, Miss Fisher, of Harrison and 
Fisher, was almost a_ shock, She 
danced in a long red gown, which 
was mostly on the floor, being split 
to a little above the waist. The top, 
except for shoulder straps, is white 
and so is Miss Fisher's very pretty 


skin—total effect being nothing 
above the waist but straps. Miss 
Fisher's were practically the only 


legs to be seen for the evening, but 
they were more than equal to the oc- 
casion, 

‘They Won't Forget’ at the Strand, 
N. Y., doesn’t go in for costumes, but 
that was about all that was left out, 
what with a jolly evening of mur- 
der, ruthless political ambition, a 
rapacious press and a lynching. Also, 
assortment of Southern 
accents as has never been heard this 
side of Hollywood. There was so 
much of it seatiered about, they 
even had some of the Yankees in the 
picture doing it. 


Gloria Dickson and Otto Kruger | 
were among the fortunate Yankees | 
who didn’t have to bother about 
accent. Ciaude Rains as the Dixie 
d.a. who sees that a damyankee is 
}econvicied of murde handles the 


Southern accent w 
straint—at_ times 


ih excellent re- 
just .jeiting the 


whole thing go. He’s not at all sure 
of the Yankee victim’s guilt, but you 
can’t blame him for that—even the 
audience is asked to make a guess, 
Ballot boxes in the lobby for the 
purpose. 

(No) Clothes at the Apollo 


Getting back to the subject of 
clothes, there’s the 42d St. Apollo— 
now a citadel of denatured burlesque 
—of all places to bring up that sub- 
ject. There are no period costumes 
there—in fact there is no period to 
the costumes. They just end, jn- 
formally. 

To be sure, burlesque had its face 
washed, but now that Valentine’s 
Vigilantes have stopped haunting the 
corridors and gone back to their 
beats, it’s getting a bit soiled behind 
the ears. The gags are edging back 
to the smoking car, and the gals are 
flirting with the strip—with a quick 
bump here and there. The strip is 
without the tease—a fine distinction, 
no doubt. 

Ann Corio, priestess of the peel, 
does a ladylike version of the strip 
in the current Apollo opus. In a 
woodland setting, accompanied by a 
bass voice reciting poetry about a 
‘shy maiden,’ through the mike, Miss 
Corio daintily removes her things 
and stuff as though unaware of spec- 
tators. Whether Commissioner Moss 
will appreciate the subtle difference 
between undressing with aloofness, 
and undressing with a wink, doesn’t 
really matter. 

And there’s quite a difference in 
the chorus since that day, a couple of 


weeks ago, when burlesque was 
given One More Chance. Opening 


night, several girls coyly nesting in 
the back drop, dislodged shoulder 
straps as the curtain descended—but 
rapidly! Now coyness is dispensed 
with—and so are brassieres. 

In advertising the new deodorized 
burlesque, the management made a 
great bid for feminine patronage, 
Opening night, after the clean-up, 
there were all of half a dozen 
women in the entire audience. Last 
Saturday there was a fair percentage 
of gals among the spectators. Whether 
they decided the show was now clean 
enough for their shy eyes—or had 
heard that it was not as sanitary as 
Moss and LaGuardia iniended—is 
something they know best. 

Frances Farmer’s Alter. Ege 

There’s murder, skuliduggery, 
suicide, trickery and nobility all 
mixed up in the gangster-sheet vs. 
decent-newspaper opus, ‘Exclusive,’ 
ending with the brave little news- 
paper girl, Frances Farmer, writing 
through her tears the story her 
father, Charlie Ruggles, died to get. 
It was a shame to finish him off, too. 
He was giving such a swell perform- 
ance, 

Fred MacMurray as the noble city 
editor is such a likable guy—let’s 
hope they don’t have him doing @ 
drunk any more—he could have got 
that way on coca-cola. Incidentally, 
with his very distinctive hairline 
covered, he’s the spit of Pat O’Brien. 
Frances Farmer, aS a modern girl 
going about modern business, is 
much more believable than she was 
as the glamorous beauty of Jim 
Fisk’s time, in “Toast of New York.’ 

Mal Hallett and his band, on the 
Paramount stage, nobly support the 
star attraction, Hal LeRoy. And how 
the youngsters do go for the bub- 
bling little hoofer. Revival of ‘1 
Can’t Give You Anything But Love, 
Baby,’ seems to be sweeping the 
town. Hallett’s throaty girl singer 
swung it, and it’s being played all 
over the place. Jerry Perkins, 17- 
year-old singer Hallett says he found 
in a Chicago checkroom, can do 
things to a ballad, and Val Setz lent 
a big-time vaudeville note with his 
juggling. 

Ina Claire’s Chapeau 

Ina Claire and Osgood Perkins had 
a much more comprehensive script 
to work with in ‘What Every Wo- 
men Knows’ than in last week's 
‘Madame Sans-Gene.’ Listeners 
didn’t have to bend an ear drum to 
keep the characters straight. and the 
dialog was satisfactorily clear even 
with two principals clinging ed- 
mirably to the required Scottish 
accent. 





A select few occupy the glass- 
enclosed booths, but there is no of- 
ficial studio audience. If there had 
been, some might have been a bit 
alarmed at Miss Claire’s hat. since 
she has a_ reputation style- 
setier. From a distance, it looked 
like a huge net basket. but closer 
| inspection revealed it as a tiny sailor 
| enveloped in a huge veil which was 
| tied in the back in a fiv-away bow. 


|The whimsy stopped short ai the 
| headgear—she wore an extremely 
;Simple straight black dress with @ 


ineat Wite collar, 
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A. J. Balaban and Sam Meyers Hope 


To Start With 10 


Chicago, Aug. 3. 

Plans have been completed by 
A. J. Balaban and Sam Meyers for 
formation of an extensive mid- 
west circuit, which is figured to be 
in full operation by Nov. 1 with a 
Jineup of at least 10 theatres. Bala- 
ban and Meyers will own a number 
of these theatres outright, and will 
have partial ownership in the others. 
Deals to buy inte some dozen other 
theatres in this territory are now 





underway. 
Now set for the circuit are the 
Teatro del Lago, Crystal Lake, 


Circle, Paramount in Wheaton, Mel- 
rose in Melrose Park, Glen Ellyn and 
new theatres being built in West 
Chicago, Urbana, Libertyville and 
Wilmette. 

This represents the largest jump- 
off list of theatres that any inde- 
pendent circuit has ever started with 
in this district, and figures as only 
the start of what is planned as a cir- 
cuit taking in houses in Chicago, 
throughout Illinois, Wisconsin, St. 
Louis and Indiana. 

Arrangements have already been 
made for a special buying and book- 
ing department which will be headed 
by Sam Tishman, former RKO 
vaude booker, and at present oper- 
ator of the Paramount, Wheaton. 
Tishman takes over actual charge of 
the booking and buying department 
on Nov. 1. 

Meyers, in buying into houses, be- 
comes v.-p. of the individual theatre 
companies. Official tag of the new 
eorporation is Community Theatres, 
Inc. Company recently plunked 
down $40,000 for the leasehold of the 
Melrose Park house. Houses in 
Urbana, Libertyville and Wilmette 
will run an approximate $125,000 
each, taking in property and 
building. 





NY. CAPITOL’S $200,000 


FACE-LIFTING BUDGET 


About $200,000 will be spent on 
the Capitol, N. Y., when it closes 
for repairs and redecoration after 
the current run of ‘Captains Courage- 
ous’ which starts tomorrow (Thurs- 
day). 
weeks. 


Work to be done on the Cap fol- 


lows 19 years of steady operation 
and will include an entire new 
front, new marquee, lettering job. 
carpeting throughout theatre and 
tomplete reseating. 
house, the capacity will be reduced 
200 seats in order that larger, more 
comfortable chairs may be installed. 


Cosman’s Bankruptcy 


J. T. Cosman, Inc. film sales 
agency, 1600 Broadway, N. Y., 
through its president, Jack T. Cos- 
man, filed a voluntary petition in 
bankruptcy Monday (2) in U. S. dis- 
trict court, N. Y. Liabilities at $119,- 
832 and, as an unsecured asset. a 
Claim against Producers’ Labora- 
tories, Inc., also of 1600 Broadway. 

@ amount of this claim has not 
been determined. 

Last June the Gevaert Co. of Amer- 








lea won a judgment of $116,853. 


against Cosman in supreme court. 


is is the chief item in the list of 
liabilities. 


Mono Stock on Curb 


Actual trading in Monogram Pic- 
tures common stock on the N.Y. Curb 
Exchange is expected in the next 
week or 10 days, with listing com- 
Mittee of this exchange last week 
@pproving application for listing of 
661.420 shares. 

When Monogram does enter trad- 
ing, it will make the fourth picture 
Company issue on the Curb. Colum- 
bia Pictures common being repre- 
Sented inactively and by only a small 
humber of shares, Grand National 
and Universal, last named by old 
common and new issue. 





4 Reade Houses Set 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y., Aug. 3. 
Saratoga’s new Community Thea- 
tre opened last week with ‘Lost 
Horizon.’ This is the second Walter 
fade community theatre to open. 
First was at Toms River, N. J., the 
third to be at Hudson, N. Y., and the 
fourth at Morristown, N. J. Latter 
two will open shortly. 

Aim of the group is to have 100 
such showhouses. 
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That will be in two or three} 


In reseating the | 
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The Picture Influence 





Lynn, Mass., Aug. 3. 

Add: new department for drug 
stores—a mind-reading service! 

Himmel’s drug stores here are 
currently using Madame Anitra, 
‘renowned psychic,’ as bait. A 
50c purchase entitles customer 
to ask two questions; a dollar 
purchase, four questions; a $2 
buy entitles the shopper to a 
full dose of Anitra’s Trance 
(complete reading). 

This chain of stores has fre- 
quently resorted to china give- 
aways and gags similar to bank 
night. Like many _ theatres, 
they now revert to show biz. 


SWG AUTONOMY 
NARRATED BY 
CONNELLY 


Houses By Nov. Ist 





K. C.’s Winning Baseball 
Club Further Dents Pix 


Kansas City, Aug. 3. 

This burg has itself in a fine lather 
of wild predictions for destiny of the 
Kansas City Blues ball club which 
was purchased last week by Col. 
Jacob Ruppert. Baseball men point 
that, with aid from the N. Y. Yankees 
and its string of minor league 
teams, the local mitt-men will be 
sure first division stuff. And that 
will add another formidable bugaboo 
to summer biz in the flicker joints. 

K. C. is a rabid baseball town and 
|a winning combo can land some 
solid socks on pix takes. Blues, on 
the home lot, play night games dur- 
ing week, and mats weekends and 
holidays. Night theatre pickings are 
never any too good and a winning 
| ball club will make heart-rendering 
inroads. 




















} 
| Hollywood, Aug. 3. 


Screen Writers’ Guild is now free 


New Pa. Chain Store | 
Tax Will Cost WB {cator netations Board to have SWG 
256, Comerford 166) sens"? as exclusive bargaining 


representative for .all film writers. 
This was the message delivered to 
Philadelphia, Aug. 3. the SWG last Wednesday (28) by 

Deadline set for tomorrow on ap- | Marc Connelly, president of the Au- 
plications by theatres to operate un- | thors’ League of America, who told 
der new chain store tax law here. | members that the organization now 





day of violation. 








moor hotel, Colorado Springs, for a 
week, starting Aug. 10. Northern 





members he had $5,000 in the 

for chains with 500 or more houses. 
fight. NLRB has set Sept. 

, tutionality of the chain store and 
under the collective bargaining 

partment from collecting were grant- 
there are 455 active screen writers 

theatre webs. 

and 67 were members of Screen 
Report shows: Republic. SWG, 26; 
tion, under the guise of charity, as| Radio, non-affiliated, three, SP, one, 
Inc., of Charlotte and the local post}SWG, 10; Selznick - International, 
are that the theatres will give some-| six, SP, one, SWG, 11; Columbia, 

county. This agreement is expected to 
| ordinance by the city. TREK T0 COLO. CONV. 
the gross receipts of their Sunday | Angelenos pull out next Friday (6) 

mediately protested, maintained that 
to the Legion for charitable work cussion and outline of film product 
;ous circuits making up the National 

tract. For several days there was 
nance, on the grounds that Sunday | puckley, George Topper, O. A. Col- 
. ullen 
since the Legion had received ap-|George Bowser, Dick Dickson, 


AE EO has complete autonomy, financial 
Act provides penalty of $50 for each and administrative, from the A.L. 
Tax runs from $1 

treasury to push the battle. Con- 
Will cost Warner Bros. about $25,000 | nelly pledged whole-hearted support 
and Comerford $16,000. 

1 as hearing date and writers are 
theatre tax were filed last Friday, | almost certain an election will be 
bringing total to 22. Preliminary 

clause of the Wagner labor act. 
ed three firms. Secretary J. Griffith Dorothy Parker, chairman of the 
, Boardman said this did not affect 

in Hollywood. She said 269 of this 

ay number were affiliated with SWG, 
10% CUT TO AM. LEGION | 20s (87 were 
INSURES SUNDAY PIX Breakdown of writers at various 
studios shows SWG has majority on 
Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 3. | 20th-Fox, non-affiliated, 21, SP, five, 
Sunday films will continue to Op-|SwG, 31: Wanger, SP, two, SWG, 
'result of an agreement reached by|SWG, 41; Metro, non-affiliated, 47, 
manager W. G. Enloe of the theatres; SP, 27, SWG, 42; Grand National, 
of the American Legion, it was| non-affiliated two, SWG, five; Para- 
learned. Details of the agreement| mount, non-affiliated, 15, SP, 18, 
where in the neighborhood of 10% | non-affiliated, eight, SP, two, SWG, 
of their gross receipts to be used in| 24, and Schulberg, SWG, four. 
act as a life insurance policy for the 
theatres and protect them against 
Some time ago Manager Enloe 
notified O. S. Slaunwhite, command- Los Angeles, Aug. 3. 
post, that after July 1 the theatres Headed by Charles P. Skouras, op- 
shows to the Legion charity fund, | to attend the convention of National 
| as they had been doing for more |qpoatre Co., to be held at the Broad- 
the theatre manager had mate ver- California and San Francisco dele 
rac yi onate - eli 
bal contract with them to dona gates will go direct to Colorado, 
“tees 08 pages Bayi Pig bought for the 1937-38 season, op- 
continue, and that this action Y | eration and other details of the vari- 
; ; . | Theatres’ setup. 
talk of trying to get the city council L. A. delegation includes Al Han- 
shows were justified only if a POF | jins, Irving Epstein, W. H. Lollier, R. 
tion of the receipts were given tO|/ i, MeCullough, Thornton Sargent, 
proximately $16,000 from its 15% | Homer Gill. Lou B Christ. Larry 
cut, that the theatres had taken in} Kent, Fred Stein, Charles Piercy, 


John Gray, treasurer of SWG, told 
for single theatre to $500 per house 
of the Authors League to the SWG 
Three new suits attacking consti- | in its 
ordered to select a bargaining rep 
injunctions to prevent Revenue De- 
membership committee, reported 
other companies, which include the 
125 were not members of any org 
each lot with the exception of Metro. 
erate at Raleigh without interrup-| fye: Goldwyn, SP, two, SWG. nine; 
-operated by the Carolina Theatres,|SWG, 7; Major, non-affiliated, two, 
were not revealed, but indications}; SWG, 22; Universal, non-affiliated, 
its charitable work in the city and — 
the enactment of a Sunday closing 
er of the local American Legion 
would no longer turn over 15% of} erating head of Fox-West Coast, 27 
than two years. Legion officials im- 
15% of the Sunday gross receipts Convention will be devoted to dis- 
Enloe was a breach of a valid con-} 
to enact an anti-Sunday pix ordi- |} oon. Mike: Rosenberg, Charles A. 
charity. It was pointed out that! ¢ Espy, B. V. Sturdivant, 
, more than $100,000 from their Sun-- Bert Pirosh, Lee Wentz, Leo Miller, 


day shows since they had been op-| George Milner, Andy Krappman, 

| erating. |Milton Arthur, Dave Bershon and 
A few days ago Manager Enloe} Willard Keith. 

came through with an offer of 742% | Northern California delegation, 


of the gross receipts of the Sunday | headed by Arch M. Bowles, division 
shows for the Legion, but this offer | manager, will include Charles Thall, 


was fefused. The belief now is that Phil Phillips, James Chapman, 


ithe new offer, which was accepted, | Charles Maestri, Nick Turner, Dick 
is for something like 10% of the|Spier, Harry Seipel and Elmer 


| gross. | Hanks. 


| ruled that Hiram Steelman, William 
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N. y. Burleskers Come Pix Creates 


Shortage of Ist Run Product Anew 





Trustee Steelman Takes 


Precedence in Fox Matter 

Creditors of the Fox Theatres 
Corp. are due to disappointment if 
they expect immediate payment of 
second 3% dividend, it was learned 
Saturday (31) when VU. S. Circuit 
Court Judge Martin T. Manton, N, Y., 
Fox trustee in bankruptcy, must 
first submit bill of particulars in re- 
lation to three claims against the 
corporation, Court held that Steel- 





> 


With decision of Harry Brandt cir- 
euit te open the Republic on West 
42nd street, N.Y., with first-run fea- 
tures as well as to play them at its 


Central, at 47th and Broadway, com- 
plexion of the Times Square picture 
theatre section may be headed for a 
change. Circuit also hopes to make 
the Werba, Brooklyn, which for- 
merly housed Minsky’s Brooklyn 
burlesque, first-run. Now operating 
it with film used at Central. With 
three houses set on a first-run policy 
and two of these assured for down- 
town Broadway, Brandt interests 





man is only entitled to legal fees and 
expenses in conection with work on 
the claims of Harold L. Arnold, Inc., 
Chicago Title & Trust Co., and the 
Capitol Co, of California. 

Courtlandt Palmer was appointed 
special master to determine the | 
amount due Steelman. 

Milton C. Weisman, trustee for the 
theatre corp., was directed by Judge 
Manton to set aside a reserve fund 
to pay Steelman’s dividend on the 
claim. Weisman may have to reduce 
3% dividend to other’ creditors 
should the Steelman claim be a 
large one. 


Distribs Also Want | 
To Clean Up 42d St.’s — 
Lurid Marquee Habit: 





Now that the former burlesque 
houses have cleaned up their theatre | 
fronts and their shows, the marquees 
of picture theatres on West 42d | 
street appeared to be next in line 
for the sapolio treatment. Whether 
this will come direct from distribu- 
tors, selling the houses their prod- 
uct, or from another source appears 
to be a toss-up. 

It is no secret that the blatant 
manner in which shows have been 
ballyhooed, sometimes with mislead- | 
ing or haphazard wordage and dis- 
plays, has been a source of annoy- | 
ance to the film industry as a whole. | 
The way veteran showmen in the 
business view the matter is that it 
gives a bad impression to visitors 
who long have regarded 42d street 
as next to Broadway as the amuse- | 
ment street of Manhattan, 

As one salesman described the | 
situation, ‘They don’t buy our prod- 
uct; all they seem to consider are 
the stills. If they can cook up a | 
lurid or sexy lobby display, they’re 
happy.” 

Many of the films are so antiquated 
they no longer are being distributed 
by the original company, it is said. 
Numerous ones come from the indie 
and state-right companies. 

If a photograph contains enough 
sex or sensationalism, often it is en- 
larged and hung high so that alt 
passersby may view it. This type of 
lobby photograph is the one that 





| spokesmen. 


| British. 


| quents. 


hope to offer concentrated competi- 
tion for several deluxe spots. 

Whether or not this is possible, the 
Brandt situation on seats and houses, 
probably will bring them several at- 
tractive product offers. One drastic 
shift in entire Times Square area is 
that the increase in film outlets 
makes its entirely possible for the- 
atres soon to be seeking product in- 
stead of distributors going begging 
for Broadway houses in which to 
display their No. 1 pictures. 

The Republic, originally planned 
as a newsreel-shorts house, started 
last week with ‘The Gold Racket,’ 
opening at same time the picture 
went into the Central. Present in- 
tention is to keep the Selwyn, Times 
Square and Liberty subsequent run, 


| with policy on the Gaiety in the 


embryonic stage. At the moment, it 
is planned to put first-run pictures 
in this house only occasionally or 
when the feature merits it. Globe 
is set on roadshow alignment, with 


| several pictures due to follow ‘Souls 


at Sea’ into this spot. 

Regarding the price scale for its 
Broadway first-run houses, competi- 
tive conditions so far are designated 
as the deciding force by Brandt 
However, current indi- 
cations are that any 15-25c combo 
eventually will be out for these two 


| spots. 
Aside from independent com- 
panies, Brandt group in Times 


Square is expected to corral a good 
alignment of pictures from Colum- 
bia, Universal and possibly Gaumont- 
Circuit now claims about 
73 theatres, bulk of them subse- 
However, the leverage of 
possessing first-run houses in thea- 
trical zone of N. Y. is being counted 
on to swing deals. 





DETROIT FACES NEW 


THEATRE LICENSING 


Detroit, Aug. 3. 

Local theatres are facing revi- 
sion of present city license fees te 
a graduated basis. Nathaniel H. 
Goldstick, assistant corporation 
counsel, is conferring with reps of 
Michigan Theatre Owners Assn., in 
order to draft an agreeable amend- 
ment to theatre ordinance, provid- 





lands in front of the 42d street film | 
palace, whether it has much relation | 
to the story or not. 

The double-title habit and the | 
practice of adopting lurid ones for 
the original has dwindled in recent | 
months. In its place, a few exhibs | 
smother the theatre front with 
hypoed verbiage. } 

A typical array of these word pic- | 
tures recently included: 


ing for licensing of shows offering 
both films and vaude. 

At present there are only two 
fees, $25 for straight flicker houses 


_and $100 a year for spots also using 


vaude. A graduated scale of fees, 
dependent on seating capacity, has 
been suggested, Goldstick said, de- 
claring that in some instances nabes, 
which conduct ‘amateur nights’ once 


| a week, are paying only the film fee 


‘Expose of what goes on behind | and in other cases paying as much as 


closed doors,” ‘Vengeance in his 
heart,” ‘She was shy, but not with 
her boss,’ ‘Freezing voice of death 
at her elbow,” and ‘She was fast and 
rapid, but not on the typewriter,’ 


ED 


Incorporations 


CALIFORNIA 


eacramento 


Eritish American Film Ageney, tne., 
County of tos Angeles no stock sub- 
scribed Directors Morris J Herbert 
Harry R Bevis Caroline Herbert, of 
L. A 

Meyer Synchronizing Serviee, Lid.: mo- 
fion picture service: capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value: permitted toe Issue 
all Directors: Abe Meyer, R, N 
Nickels and Adele KRoskam 

Artists Managers Guild: no capital 
stock Directors Myron Selznick, OO 


lever, John MeCormick 


Feldman 


(Charles K 


NORTH CAROLINA 


(Charlotte 


Community Films, granted «a charter 


by the North Carolina secretary of state, 
to distribute 16-millimmeter filma; capital 
stock authorized = at $10,000 i r 
Kincey, general manager of North Caro 
lina ‘Theatres, Ine oue i organizers: 
sther incorporators faimes MeCoy, 
Creensboro; Henry HK. McCoy, Greenville, 


Ss C, and KR. & Wilby, Allanta. 





first-run vaudfilmers downtown. 

Goldstick, who is conducting the 
study, is doing so at behest of city 
council. He also is pondering pro- 
posed ordinance which would out- 
law screeno, bank nights, etc., in 
Detroit. 








AUTO STUNTERS DENT BIZ 
Regina, Sask., Aug. 3 

Theatre managers cussed in vain 
when Chrysler Co, of Canada staged 
| free demonstrations by ‘hell drivers” 
of their Dodge and Plymouth prod- 
ucts here Friday and Saturday 

Theatres were empty Friday night 
and Saturday aft as 20,000 went to 
| see free show. 


! 
| 
| 





Rochester’s Variety Club 
Rochester, N. Y., Aug. 3. 

Variety Club organized here by 
|15 theatre managers with Howard 
| M. Carroll, Schine’s district manager, 
as temporary chairman, and Sey- 
mour Stern, Bango impresario, tem- 
| porary secretary, 

Organizers have prospective mem- 
bership of 50. 
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Japan Plotting Cut of Foreign Pix 


Imports; To Use ‘Patriotic’ Angles 





Tokyo, July i3. 

Through sources close to the Min- 
istry of Finance, Varrety has learned 
that plans are being discussed look- 
ing toward restriction of imports of 
foreign films. Just what form this 
will take has not yet been decided, 
but the idea is to make it as pain- 
less as possible. 

While the department has it within 
its power to restrict imports at any 
time, by the simple process of re- 
fusing permits for exportation of 
coin, those in charge seemingly pre- 
fer bringing about the desired result 
by asking all companies dealing in 
foreign product to voluntarily cut 
down the number of films brought 
in. 

Several managers 
companies, when asked, stated that 
so far the Finance Ministry has 
given out no information on the 
matter, but officials had asked all 
companies to supply certain in- 
formation, a large portion of which 
did not seem to have any relation 
to import restrictions. Feeling seems 
to be that the government is taking 
advantage of the situation to secure 
a lot of inside dope on the opera- 
tions of foreign outfits here. 

Kennedy Explains 


F. A. Kennedy, RKO manager and 
chairman of the American Motion 
Picture Assn. here, stated that so far 
the government has submitted noth- 
ing to the association members, and 
added that any action will probably 
come as a voluntary move on the 
part of exhibs, rather than from 
governmental regulation. 

Immediate cause for tightening up 
importations is the prospect of a 
record adverse trade balance at the 
end of this year. Adverse figure 
now stands. at around $200,000,000, 
and is expected to reach $350,000,000 
by the close of the year. Although 
none of the American mgrs. would 
hazard a guess at the annual total 
of remittances to home offices, Japa- 
nese sources estimate it at around 
$1,000,000. If this figure is anywhere 
near true, it represents only a drop 
in the bucket in Japan’s adverse 
trade position. With that in mind, 
foreign distribs can’t see where even 


a drastic cut would be of much help | 


in solving the government's prob- 
lem. 

On the other hand, the situash 
offers an excellent opportunity to 
accomplish something that has been 
in the minds of the Japs for a long 
time, building up of the home pix 
industry through cutting down for- 
eign yolume. 


Censorship 


Another angle which can _ be/| 
brought into play, to cut down im- 
ports, is the matter of censorship. 
It’s w.k. here that inter-departmental 
talks in the government have given 
considerable thought to this angle, 
and it is almost certain that pressure 
of this sort will be applied if and 
when found desirable. American | 
companies, however, point out that | 
little or no trouble has been experi- 
enced along this line in the past and 
feel that the class of product being 
brought in precludes the possibility 
of restricting importations in that 
manner, 

Majority of foreign distribs here 


feel that the popularity of foreign | 


films with the fans, plus the known 
opposition of many exhibs to import 
restrictions, will be sufficient to 
stave off drastic action. Fact re- 


mains that, no matter how much | 
such elements desire to see foreign | 


pictures, they’ll overlook personal 
desire when it comes to a matter of 
patriotism. Right now is the psy- | 
chological time for the gov’t to take 
advantage of the patriotic angle on 
account of the Chinese trouble. 


Tobis-Sascha Officers 


Vienna, July 25. 








Eduard Hein), former Minister of | 


Commerce, has been elected presi- 
dent of the executive council of the 
Austrian Tobis-Sascha. 

Hans Jankel was made vice-presi- 
dent, while Hans von Becker, Willy 
Forst, Fritz Hirt and Franz Messner 
were elected members of the execu- 
tive board. 


NEWMAN MG’ING ABROAD 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Joe Newman will join the Metro 
crew setting up a production unit in 
London. 
He was switched from short sub- 
ject director to the foreign post. 








of American | 
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DANGEROUS EXPERIMENT | 


London Trying M.C. for 
House—First Time 





hits 





London, July 27. 

Hyams Bros. are trying the experi- 
ment of introducing a resident m.c. 
at once of their deluxers. 

Teddy Joyce will be tried for a 
|fortnight at the Trocadero and 
| froxy, and wherever the band leader 
clicks heftiest he will become a resi- 
dent compere. 

This is the first time such an inno- 
| vation has been tried at any picture 
theatre here. 

Joyce will lead the orchestra from 
| the pit, and will also introduce the 
acts from the stage. 


London Heat 
Wave Sloughs 











London, Aug. 3. 


into West End grosses over the 
week-end, with successes such as 
‘Victoria,’ ‘French Without Tears,’ 
‘Balalaika’ and ‘George and Mar- 
| garet,’ the only one not affected due 
to advance bookings. 

Picture biz likewise brodied badly. 


Ask Tax Cuts for 
Vienna Vaude; Next 
Season Looks Dull 


Vienna, July 25. 

Vice-Major M. Waldsam promised 
|M. Arleth, president of the Artists | 
| Union, to consider a reasonable ta 
reduction for variety and severe 
shows in Vienna, They have all 
been closed over the hot summer 
season and but little interest 
shown in reopening them in the fall. 
| No one is interested in the 

|Ronacher, ace vaude house. Renz 
| circus building may be run by M. 
Wacker of the Berlin Busch Co., 
|while another German, H. Riemer, 
jis vaguely interested in taking over 
‘the Stadttheatre, switching it from 
operetta io burlesque. 

Arieth demanded that the tax reduc- 
tion must apply for both—back taxes 
and present ones. Most shows suffer 
from paying instalments on taxes the 
predecessors contracted. 

















‘Plenty Pix Switching 
In Try for Aussie Coin 





Sydney, July 13. 
Sweeping changes are due this 
week in the ace spots as managers 
make a new bid for b.o. coin. Pix 
listed include ‘Good Earth’ (MG), 
‘Seventh Heaven’ (20th), ‘Love Is 


News’ (20th) and ‘Love on the Run’ 
(MG). ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), ‘Green 
Light?’ (WB) and ‘Rainbow on 


| River’ (RKO), maintain nice biz pull 
jand will continue a while longer. 
orton brought in ‘John Meade’s Lady’ 

for a tryout and should cop about 
i two weeks, 


| Weekly-change has ‘Sea Devils’ 


| (RKO) and ‘Melody For Two’ (WB). | 


| British has 
| Melbourne, July 13. 

Weather is still against show wiz, 
| but the current lineup is a good one 
jand should pull when given a 
chance. Here it is: ‘Camille’ (MG), 
‘Take My Tip’ ‘(G-B), ‘John Meade’s 
Lady’ (Par), ‘Swing High, Swing 
Low’ (Par), and ‘Midnight Court’ 
(Col), ‘Fire Over England’ (UA), 
‘Beloved Enemy’ (UA), ‘Banjo On 
Knee’ (20th), ‘Theodora Goes Wild’ 
(WB). 


‘For Valor’ (AD). 








Vienna as oeey Goes Pouf 
Vienna, July 24. 

Melodies, one of the leading night 
clubs and cabarets, went bankrupt. 
Creditors will receive nothing. Debts 
are $60,000, assets approximately 
| $2,000, already attached for back 
| wages. 





Lesit, Pic Biz 


Belated heat-wave put a bad crimp | 





| 
Fair Warning 





Vienna, July 25. 

After the silver laurels on the 
monument of Bruckner in the 
city park were stolen six 
|} times, the city administration 
|] replaced them with copper. 
Also announced through the 
newspapers that there’s no use 
for thieves to rob the monu- 
ment any more. Too cheap 
now. 














NEW JAP PROD. 
FOR WORLD 
MARKET 





} 

| Tokyo, July 15. 

| Takec Ogasawara, who recently 

| made a deal with Tobis to represent 
that firm in Japan, has announced 
the formation of a new company to 
produce pix for the foreign market 

' 


exclusively. Outfit to be known as 


the Dai Nippon Export Pictures 
Prod. Co., has established headquar- 
ters in Tokyo and is planning on 


building a 
here. 

Financial backer of the new enter- 
prise is Katsuji Uchida, director of 
Towa Kogyo (development) Kaisha, 
who claims that around $200,000 will 
be spent on the first production of 
| the outfit. 
| Ogasawara also announces incor- 
| poration of the Nippon-Tobis Film 
Distrib. Co., with a capital of $35,- 
000, to distribute Tobis product in 
Japan. Zenzo Kita is associated with 
him in this company. According to 
announcement, ten pix have been 
icontracted for and the first one, 
‘Kaiser’s Waltz,’ will be released in 
September. 

New outfit hasn't been assigned a 
place in the Toho-Shochiku lineup 
of distribs and it’s understood that 
| there's little likelihood of its being 
| able to muscle in because both exhib 
chains are unable to absorb all prod- 
| uct now offered. This means ‘hat To- 
| bis will have .9 be satisfied with re- 
«| lease through second-run spots. 


studio in the suburbs 








: DEBUTS, ONE 


CLICK IN LONDON 


London, Aug. 3. 

‘The First Legion,’ American im- 
|;port, opened at Daly’s Wednesday 
(28) and was impressively received. 
,Looks commercially unsound here, 
| however, despite its success on the 
Continent during the past two sea- 
| sons, 

‘The Gusher’ opened at the Prin- 
;ces Saturday (31). It is an effective 
and spectacular old-school melo- 
drama. Was enthusiastically re- 
|ceived and looks like an excellent 
|successor to “The Frog,’ which ran 
in the house for over a year. 











Pix in S$. Africa 
| Capetown, July 12. 
American films still lead the way 
| in theatres here. Alhambra (ACT) 
| has ‘For Valor’ (GB); New Grand 
| (ACT) shows ‘Rainbow on the River’ 
| (RKO); Royal (Union), has ‘After 
| the Thin Man’ (MG); Plaza (Union) 
|has ‘Captains Couregeous’ (MG); 
| Apollo (ACT) has ‘Chatterbox’ 
| (Radio); Adelohi (ACT) has ‘Give 
| Me Your Heart’ (WB) and the Els- 
tree (ACT) has ‘Four Frightened 
| People’ (Par). 

Johannesburg houses are showing 
‘the following: Colloseum (ACT) 
‘Green Light’ (WB): Plaza (ACT) 

| ‘Stage Struck’ (WB); Palladium 

(ACT) ‘Rainbow on River’ (RKO); 
Metro (MG) ‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG); Standard (ACT) ‘Gold Dig- 
gers of 1937’ (WB); Bijou (Union) 
‘Afte> Thin Man’ (MG); Prince’s 
(Indie) ‘Yours for the Asking’ 
(Par). 

Durban 

Prince's 
| Secret’ 

‘Green 
(ACT) 





theatres 
(ACT) 


are 
‘Charlie 
(20tL.); Playhouse (ACT” 

Licht’ (WB); Criterion 
‘Three Godfathers’ (MG); 
King’s (Union) ‘Last of the Mo- 
hicans’ (Reliance); Alhambra (ACT) 
‘Curly Top’ (20th); Avenue (ACT) 
‘Music Goes Round’ (Col); Cameo 
(Indie) “Three Cheers for Love’ 
(Par). 


showing: 
Chan’s 














Italy’s Afro-Propaganda Super-Pic 
All Finished But Being Held Back 





CUTTING IT UP 


Warners Have Legit Production Ties 
With Various London Mgrs. 








London, July 27. 
Report was in general circulation 
here that Warners had made an ex- 
clusive arrangement to produce legit 
shows with O’Bryen, Linnie & Dun- 
fee, local agents and producers. 


This is incorrect, as Warners is 
also actively interested with Gilbert 
Miller in several productions, first of 
which is ‘Old Music,’ opening shortly. 
Among other London managers with 
whom Warners will produce are H. 
M. Tennent, Ltd,, and Lee Ephraim. 


See Bernhard 
Entering Film 


Production 





London, Aug. 3. 

Fred Bernhard, head of Union 
Cinemas, is reported to be taking a 
flyer ‘at production. 

Report is being given impetus 
through appearance of Bernhard’s 
name as chairman of board of a new 
producing company, to be known as 
Riverside Productions. Latter has 
acquired the former Hammersmith 





plant and studios from liquidation of 
Julius Hagen, of which 
director, Leslie Hiscott, is 
ing director. 

The new company 


former 
manag- 
is basically a | 


ticipated a production 
will be formed. 


subsidiary 


set-up is an_ interchange deal | 
planned with Stoll Sttdio, Crickle- | 
wood, giving both access to equip- | 
ment, floor space and _ personnel. | 

Bernhard needs a lot of productions | 
to keep his chain of theatres going, | 
and if he can supply his own second | 
feature product he would be in 
clover. 


1007, Femme Legit Co. 
Starts in Rome, But 
Finding Plays Is Tough 


Rome. July 23. 

Femina Co., new Italian all- 
femme legit troupe, which is having 
a summer run at the Barberini the- 
atre, got off to a none too brilliant 
start. 

Opening attraction was ‘Fashion 
House,’ three-act play by Aimee and 
Philip Stuart (English). Setting was 
interesting, but the action was not 
sufficiently dramatic and the play 
was given a very lukewarm recep- 
tion. 

‘Mattinate d’Aprile’ (‘April Morn- 
ings’), by Alessandro De Stefani, 
could not be considered any more 
dashing. It was a quick flop. 

Anna Olga Solbelli, Isabella Riva, 
Iolanda Dal Fabbro, Lilla Brignone, 
and Cesarina Gherardi are good 
actresses. but apparently the choice 
of plays for a 100% femme cast does 
not give them a break. 


5,000 Seat Al Fresco 
Theatre for Mexico 











Mexico City, Aug. 3 
Municipal government has. ap- | 


proved plans for constructing Latin 
America’s largest open-air theatre in 
beautiful Chapultepec Wood here, in 
which is located the Mexican White 
House. 

Auditorium is to 
5,000. 


eccommodate 





‘Zero’ for Rome 
Rome, July 22. 
Lamberto Picasso and his dramatic 
company .expect to put on Frank 
Wead’s ‘Quota di volo: zero’ ‘Ceiling 
Zero’) during the next legit season. 
An expert in the Italian civil avi- 
ation field is expected to help 
Picasso with the production of the 





|hasn’t become well organized 





American play. 





Rome, Aug. 3. 

‘Scipione L’Africano’ (‘Scipio, the 
African’), the Italian superfiim, ig 
ready but will be held back from 
general release until the beginning 
of October. The delay is due to the 
fact that going to films in Italy ig 
just as seasonal as going to the the. 
atre, and the producers don’t w ant 
Italy’s No. 1 film released at the 


very end of the season. Work on 
this film took 233 days. 


Only chance to see ‘Scipio’ at pub- 
lic showing before first of October 
will be at the International Film Ex. 
hibition. in Venice this summer, 
where ‘Scipio’ will be the white 
hope of the Italian entries. 


Carmine Gallone directed the film, 
worked together with Sebstiano Lu- 
ciani, and Camillo Mariani dell’ An- 
guillara on the scenario and the sets, 
Maestro Ildebrando Pizzetti com. 
posed the musical comment, and di- 
rected the orchestra and chorus of 
the Royal Opera of Rome in execut- 
ing it. 

Among the cast the best known 
are: Isa Miranda, Annibale Ninchi, 
who plays Scipio; Memo Benassi, 
Francesca Braggiotti, Sofonisba and 
Camillo Pilotto. 

The idea of filming the story of 
Scipio, the old Roman who insisted 
on invading Africa and was respon- 
sible for the eventual defeat of 
Rome’s arch-enemy Carthage, was 


conceived at the outset of Fascist. 


Italy’s campaign in Ethiopia. Actual 
work on the picture was begun after 
Abyssinia was conquered 


The story of Scipio is considered 


the most suitable to demonstrate the’ 


intimate union between the gran- 
deur of old Rome and the spirit that 


| moved the new Roman imperial ven- 


ture. Accordingly, ‘Scipio’ will be a 


| propaganda as well as an historic 


| film. The Ministry of Press and 
| Propaganda, as well as the War Min- 


studio renting concern, but it is an- istry, participated in the making of 
| the picture, 
| gave a huge subsidy to the under- 
An interesting angle in the new | ‘king. 


and the government 


To those who say that the huge 
expenditures lavished upon the mak- 
ing of ‘Scipio’ have not been justi- 
fied by the artistic effects produced, 
the Consorzio Scipione, the produc- 
ing society, replies that ‘Scipio’ pro- 
vided over 70,000 working days, thus 
| contributing something to the eco- 
nomic life of the nation, and that, 
furthermore, in comparison with 
other super-spectacular films such 
as ‘Ben Hur,’ etc., it was not so ter- 
ribly costly, as the entire work was 
planned and organized ahead with a 
view toward making it as econom- 
ical as possible. Work was done on 
exteriors and interiors simultane 
eously, and people even continued to 
work at night so as to finish the pic- 
ture as quickly and as economically 
as possible. 


Twenty principal actors are listed 
in the cast, besides 38 secondary 
parts which would ordinarily have 
been played by extras, but which in 
this film were done by important 
players, too. The film in its final 
form is about 10,000 feet long. 

Whatever the verdict will be -on 
the artistic merits of the film, it is 
expected that the big spectacular 
scenes such as the naval battle and 
the elephant charge, and mass 
scenes in the Roman Forum will 
carry the picture to success in Italy. 


YELP FOR CUT IN 
RENTALS IN JAPAN 


Tokyo, July &. 
Action of Hokkaido ‘Northern 








| Japan), distribs in recently demand- 


ing slashing of rentals and percent- 
ages on foreign film has led te 
similar demands from exhibs all 
over Japan. So far the movement 
but 
indications are that the matter will 
soon be concerted, through action by 
various exhib organizations. 

Many of the foreign distribs rec- 
ognize that a large number of houses 
in the sticks are losing coin but 
point out that this is not due #0 
much to high rentals as to the prac- 
tice of triple billing in most spots. 
Distribs also maintain that average 
rentals are as low as present busi- 
ness conditions warrant and that 


exhibs must adopt better business 
practices to overcome losses. 
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ENGLISH QUOTA OK TO U.S. 





Rydge Explains New Setup of GUT: 
Now Favors Operation on Solo Base 


Sydney, July 13. 

Norman B. Rydge, new chairman 
of Greater Union, called his gang 
together and appointed Arthur Gil- 
lespie, Roy Barmby and John Evans 
to run the unit. All three officials 
have been with G.U.T. under Stuart 
Doyle for many years, and Rydge 


told "em he wanted a continuance. 

Rydge didn’t spill anything defi- 
nitely about going solo after the 
present General Theatres’ contract 
expires, but he hinted as much. Gil- 
lespie has been in chaige of the the- 
atres on the chain. Barmby has been 
the film buyer, and Evans has been 
the accountant. 


Satisfactory arrangements have 
been reached by Rydge with the 


bankers, it is claimed, and ample lo- 
cal finance is forthcoming for the 
time being to cover the circuit’s 
needs. As to British financing, 
mum's the word so far. Rydge fig- 
ures it best to keep everything on 
the home lot and without benefit of 
outside interests, if possible. 
Distribution 

British Empire Films will carry 
on for the time being handling Brit- 
ish product under the direction of 
Gorden Ellis. If no red is showing 
by the end of the year it is likely 
that no alteration will be made, with 
the same policy as laid down under 
the Doyle regime. According to 
present plans, Ellis will be respon- 
sible to the directors for the way 
biz is handled here. B.E.F. 
at present distributes British Inter- 


national, Associated Talking Pic- 
tures, C. M. Woolf, Cinesound and 
Republic. Ellis has had a _ tough 


preposition for some time in trying 
to place the British pix, but he says 
he’s hcpeful of the future. 

Cinesound will continue as a pro- 
ducing unit under the direction of 
Ken G. Hall. Present plans call for 
three additional pix after the com- 
pletion of ‘Lovers and Luggers,’ 
‘Gone to the Dogs.” ‘Broken Melody,’ 
and ‘Robbery Under Arms.’ 

Charles Munro, Stanley Crick and 
Ken Asprey arrive here next week 
atter a long spell in the U. S. How 
much they'll spill remains to~ be 
seen. Munro and Crick rather fa- 
vored a G.T. tie; only stumbling 
block earlier being Stuart Doyle. 
Now that Doyle is out, Rydge, who 
was always thought to favor another 
link with Hoyts, hints that he’s for 
solo operation. 

Ryd@ge has had little experience in 
show biz; Munro and Crick know it | 
backwards. Asprey has always been | 
with and for Doyle. Time should | 
Supply the answer. 


WB, UFA SHOOTING 
FILMS IN AMSTERDAM 


The Hague, July 23. 

Amsterdam is at present a center 
of film production for foreign cam- 
eramen, 

Research department of Warners 
has men on the job taking typical | 
scenes of Amsterdam, its shipping | 
life. several liners, staffs of the ships | 
in their uniforms, the Exchange, | 
airport, etc. At the same time the 
Germans are also on the job and 
Uia has its cameramen busy on} 
a new production, 
seum,” of which other parts of the 
plot are laid in New York, London, 
Berlin and Paris. 


Saville Buys Pic Rights 
To ‘Citadel’ for $37,000 


London, 




















Aug. 3. 








All for Quota 


we 
London, July 25. 

Lengths which indie distrib- 
utors will go to here in the 
guise of quota was revealed 
when a minor concern staged a 
trade show this morning of a 
British effort titled ‘Castles in 
the Air.’ 

Picture, on _ unspooling, 
proved to be a silent relic, 
complete with garish subtitles 
and jerky movement, made 
possibly 14 years ago and 
adorned with dubbed music as 
the only sound accompaniment. 
Captions announced as_ star 
Lilian Hall Davies, who died in 
tragic circumstances some years 
back. 








‘Colos- | 14 





Victor Saville bought the sereen 
rights to A. J. Cronin’s novel, ‘The | 
Citadel,” after spirited bidding. | 


Understood he paid $37,000, | 
Saville intends to film the story 


in the fall at the Denham Studigs, | 
where he 


Korda’s units. 


/covering Central America. 


operates .as-one of Alex Holland, 








BRITISH LABOR 
AND EXHIBS 
IN CRISIS 


| when 


London, July 25. 

Moves by labor to gain reeognition , 
in the picture business are expected | 
to take a definite turn in a few 
weeks, and agitation by the National | 
Ass’n of Theatrical Employees, rep- 
resenting theatre staffs, may lead to 
a preliminary conference with the 
Cinema Exhibitors Ass'n. 

As a body the C.E.A. has consis- 
tently refused recognition to labor | 
unions, but is sensitive to changes | 
in public opinion, as well as to 
threats of Government intervention ; 
by means of a Ministry of Labor 
probe. Association, therefore, will 
go for direct negotiatiens as the 
more satisfactory method of adjust- 
ing matters between exhibitors and 
employees. 

N.A.T.E. has appealed for a confer- 
ence with a view to extending to| 
other areas the conciliation plan 
operating between itself and the, 
London branch of the C.E.A. and the 
latter is testing the position in other 
branches before commiting itself to 
full recognition of the unions’ right 
to bargain. Some branches, particu- 
larly in congested industrial regions. 
will not concede the ground without 
a struggle. 

Other source of danger to a get- 
together is the impetuosity of the 
N.A.T.E., whose president last week 


| slashed the C.E.A. for refusal te ne- 


gotiate and hinted at a direct appeal 
to the Government. Combined with 
country-wide campaigns by the 
union. which takes a militant line by : 
calling for boycots of theatres by 
working class patrons, these tacties | 
may only increase the obstinacy ef 
exhibs. 


TRILLO, RKO SPANISH 
MGR, KILLED IN CRASH 


Robert Trillo, managing director 
of the RKO-Radio branch office in 
Spain, was identi -d as one of th 
victims of the Dutch Airlines 
transport which crashed in flames 
last week near Hal. Belgium. Trillo’s 
death was reported to Phil Reisman, 








foreign manager, in the New York 
office by telephone from Paris. 
Trillo had beeg with RKO since 


the absorption by RKO of the Film 
Booking Office, with whom he was 
associated in the capacity of foreign 
publicity manager in New York. 
After joining RKO he opencd a 
Latin-American branch in Panama 
In Sep- 
tember, 1935, he was shifted to Spain 
to open a new oifice there. He was 
still directing it from his latest post 
as acting manager of the newly. es- 
itablished Dutch-office at Amsterdam, 
when he crashed. He was 


la native of Mexico. 


| quota on production costs, 


NEW FILMS AGT 


NOT $0 TOUGH 


Scales Are Higher But It. 
Will Tend to Force Im- 
provement of Quality— 
Also Force More (But | 
Better, It Is Hoped) Pix 


Into America 





U. S. PROD. IN ENG. 


London, Aug. 3. 
Details of the proposed new Films 
Act were finally made available here 


| Thursday (29) and have thrown the 
| industry 


into a turmoil. Govern- 


|ment’s White Paper, issued that day, 


and which has been waited on im- 
patiently for some time, makes clear 
a complicated setup basing the new 
rather 





| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


than quality. Quota would start at | 
15% for'distribs and 10% for exhibs 
for the first year, going up 5% in 


each section the second year 


eventually reaching 30% and 25% 


| in 10 years. 


It is up to Parliament now. House 


| 


and | 


rises for a three-month vacation this | 


week and will go to work on things 
it comes back 
If the bill is then ratified, 
become effective Jan. 1. 
Minimum costs of pictures, ac- 
cording to the proposal, must be $75.,- 
000, and produetions costing a mini- 


, mum of $225,000 count as two on the 


distributor end. Any British picture 
distributed in the U. S. ‘for a sub- 


stantial sum’ by an American com- | 


pany will also count as one picture 
produced in England. 


| tional, 
in November. | . ; 
is ae | is said to have been $2,500,000. 


| 


There’s also a special proviso fer | 


quota for shorts, starting at 10% for 
distributors and 5% for exhibs, and 
graduating up to 20% and 15%. 
Newsreels and advertising films are 
net provided for. 

There is little difference between 
the proposals made in the White 
Paper and the original New Films 
act draft made public by the Board 
of Trade a month or so ago. Except 
that now it appears to be official and 
there’s plenty of worrying and 
squawking. 
the standpoint of a lot of people in | 
the trade (and a bad one from the 
standpoint of others, of course) is the 


| terests 


One good point, from | 


elimination of the quality test. spon- | 
sored by the Cinematograph Exhib- | 


itors’ Ass'n. 
Thus the producers seem, again, to 


have gained a point at the expense of | 


the exhibs. Former insisted that 
there was no certain way of making 
quality tests, arguing that no one 


was justified in being positive on a | 


, point like that and that it might lead 


to endless politics. The cost test. 

which thus wins out, was favored by 

the Kinematograph Renters’ Society. 
No Block Booking 


_present in force are to be retained, 


according to the proposal, but an 


éistribs an offense punishable by law 


| speaking, 





‘Yankee Pix Down to 149, of Reich 
Release; Plenty of Revivals Around 





Polite 


‘iedien, July 13. 

Language is important down 
here. 

For local showing, Par’s 
‘John Meade’s Woman’ has 
been changed to ‘John Meade’s 
Lady.’ 











JOHN MAXWELL 


MADE THAT 
AUSSIE BID 


Sydney, July 13. 

Tracking down the unofficia! story 
that a Britisher had made a heavy 
financial bid for interest in Greater 
Union, to prevent a merge with 
Hoyts in General Theatres, VARIETY 
learns on high authority that John 
Maxwell, of British Interna- 


was the man. Finance offered 


head 


Story is that Maxwell's lecal rep- 
resentative, Gordon Williams, ap- 
proached Norman Rydge, chairman 
of G. U. T. and presented the offer, 
requesting at the same time that an 
official be permitted to eome from 
England to go into the thing more 
fully. 


Williams denies all this. Rydge, on 
the other hand, says that he has no 
comment to make and would neither 
confirm nor deny it. 

During the past few months the 
name of Maxwell has been aired sev- 
eral times in connection with a pro- 
posal to proteet his British pic in- 
within the Commonwealth 
by extending his theatre activities, 
should the British product go into 
discard through a long termer be- 
tween Greater Union and Hoyt’s in 
General Theatres. 





ficials. With the industry badly split 
on the issue, it is feared, additional 
representations may only tend to 
| further confuse the M.P.’s. 


It’s Not Bad For U. S. Pix 


From an American standpoint the 
White Paper proposals are more sat- 
isfactory than expected. Or feared. 
The quality test, which had been 
much bruited, was a distinct worry 
for U. S., but the cost test seems 
easier to cope with. Thus, American 
foreign managers feel, generally 
that if there must be a 


| quota, and a tough one, this is the 
| best way. 
Advance booking restrictions at. 


Also the proposal to allow credit 
for English pictures distributed i 


| the U. S. may be a good point. While 
added rule makes block booking by | 


| this side, 


This is a distinct surprise, and was | 


unexpected. 

No mention of any proposals to 
deal with over-building, which had 
been seriously proposed. Idea of a 
Government Films Commission is 
also passed up, although there is 
mention of an ‘advisory committee.’ 

At a Parliamentary mecting last 
week of both the House of Com- 
mons and the House of Lords it was 
decided to circulate invitations to 
trade leaders in all sections of the 
trade to address them in November 
and clarify the trade views for the 
rank and file of M.P.’s. Both houses 
will have to ratify the proposals be- 
fore they can become law, and it is 
figured that thus there may still be 
considerable changes in the final law. 

Industry is not too sure just what 
to do about this. While the invita- 
tion seems bona fide enough, the 
trade’s views, it is argued, have been 
sufficiently publicized and made 
‘clear both before the Moyne Com- 
mittee and at subsequent 
{meetings with Board of Trade of- 


| distribution 


| 


it will tend to force distribution on 
it is argued, the mere fact 
that the new quota law will do away 
with quota quickies, will make such 
more possible. Amer- 
icans insist they don’t mind dis- 
tributing English pictures—they sim- 
iy don’t want to distribuie bad pic- 
tures. 

Immediate effect of the law, if 
passed as proposed, will probably be 


to force more Americans into pro- 


duction in England. But this, too, 
is minimized, since Warners, United 
Artists and 20th-Fox are already in 
heavy production over there, Metro 
is about ready to start and RKO- 
Radio is fixing a deal of that kind at 


| the moment in New York with Her- 


| bert 


| Zukor 


Wilcox. Thus only Columbia 
and Paramount are on the outside 
and Par has definite plans for Adolph 
looking into the matter in 
London in the near future. 


As to being specific, naturally, 


| trade leaders feel the time is not yet 


; 
| ripe. 


Zreup | 


There are three months yet 
before Parliament really goes to 
work on it—and between then and 
now much may happen. 


Berlin, July 25. 
Summing up of the first nine 
months of the foregoing year, be- 
ginning July 15, 1936, showed that 


during this time there were 140 pre- 
mieres, of which 90 were German, 
19 American and 13 Austrian, while 
the percentage of French and English 
was still smaller. Ratio of German 
pix is thus up 10% and the American 


4%% down. 
In Deeember the supply of Ger- 
man films had been so exhausted 


that the number of showings in Jan- 
uary and February dropved below 
that of July, ordinarily the lewest 
point. This is mainly due to the 
fact that the German industry pro- 
duced only three-fourths of the pix 
planned for the last season. Amer- 
ican pix which formerly totalled 
from 30 to 50%, have taken a drop 
to 14%, according to these statistics. 

Slump in production accounts for 
the filling of all the big houses since 
spring, with pix many years old. It's 
nothing new that in the dead summer 
season, old flickers have been 
brought out to fill, but never beiore 
have they been pushed to the wall 
as early as May. 


BUILDING BOOM 
IN TOKYO NABES 


Tokyo, July 12. 
If the theatre building boom, now 
in progress here, continues, head- 


aches of foreign distribs will be al- 
leviated temporarily in the near fu- 
ture. Permits issued by police re- 
cently, and new spots actually under 
construction, to be operated as 
indies, should bring a little com- 
petish back into the biz. 

Due to unwillingness of the police 
to issue permits in the downtown 
district, the building trend has been 
toward the suburiss, localities here- 
tofore serviced by Jap product al- 
most exclusively. Seating capacities 
of most of the new spots logically 
calt for the use of some foreign 
product, in order to lure customers 
now going downtown for entertain- 
ment, 

Latest neighborhood indie to be 
announced is Nakano Eiga Gakijo, 
to be put up immediately in the 
Nakano district, a western suburb 
of Tokyo. Will be a 1,500-seater and 
will run both aateatitines: and Jap pix. 


FORMER PIC PRODUCER 
ARRESTED AS FORGER 


Vienna, July 25. 

Eugen Alexander Lukawiecki, w.k. 
producer of the silent film era, was 
arrested by demand of the Berlin 
police. He is charged with distribut- 
ing false 10-pound notes through 
Germany and Austria. 

At the time of his arrest incrimi- 
nating material was found in Luka- 
wiecki’s possession. He is awaiting 
extradition. 

Mystery surrounds the life of the 
one-time prosperous producer. He 
told the police that he is a man 
without a country. He has a Nansen 
passport but was an officer in the 
regular Polish army. 


ee 


Italian Troupe Invited 
For Vienna Performance 


Rome, July 23. 
Royal Academy of Dramatic Art in 
Rome has been invited by Max Rein- 


hardt’s School of Acting to give a 
Rlay in Vienna... Play will be pro- 
duced in the Eighteenth Century 


Theatre at Schoenbrunn Castle. 
Italians will probably put on the 

‘Mystery of the Birth. Passion and 

Resurrection of Our Lerd,’ of which 





they have just given several presen- 
tations at the Giotto festival ip 
Padua. 
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Trying to Curb ‘Jack Rabbit’ Exhibs 


(Summer Itinerants) from Bicycling 








Closer supervision by exchanges 
in principal key cities of the U. S. 
has brought a marked diminution of 


picture copyright infringements by 
‘jack rabbit’ exhibitors in recent 
weeks. This is the season of the 
year when this tribe of itinerant 
exhibitors, operating away from 
populous centers and traveling from 
town to town, spring into activity. 
They set up a miniature circuit of 
two-to seven towns in a week’s 
playing time, but generally show in 
only one spot per day. 

Trouble in the past has been that 
the agile ‘jack rabbit’ operator, while 
telling the exchange about pictures 
needed for his ‘circuit,’ has neglected 
to inform the distributors about all 
the communities in which the film 
is to be displayed. No difficulty is 
encountered with on-the-level ‘jack 
rabbit’ boys. It is with the ones who 
apparently contract for only three 
or four towns, but in the meantime 
make exhibition arrangements for 
other spots, that violate the film 
copyright. Thus he admits dates 
between Sunday and Tuesday, but 
possibly between Thursday and Sat- 
urday he chisels by bicycling, and 
hopes that it will not be found out. 

Non-theatrical showings probably 
will be next in line for thorough 
scrutiny because of unauthorized ex- 
hibition of prints for supposedly 
charitable or non-profit purpose. 
Habit of certain exhibs in ‘loaning 
films, often for an individual fee of 
$15 to $100 (sometimes as high as 
$200), which he garners, long has 
been rated a distinct violation of the 
copyright rule. Quite often it is 
difficult to definitely spot these in- 
fringements because of the manner 
in which advantage is taken of play- 
dates in the contracted use of film. 


U Checking Newsreel 
Thievery; For 16 mm. Use 


Suit for violation of copyright on 
newsreels by Universal is threatened 
against the parties who smuggled 
prints of the Hindenburg disaster 
and Coronation ceremonies from the 
Fort Lee, N. J., laboratory. Though 
the company has been investigating 
the theft for weeks, only this week 
was the hunt apparently abandoned 
without tangible result. 

Because the stolen prints were 
reduced jnto 16 millimeter or 8mm. 
size for home distribution, it has 
been difficult to trace the missing 
negative. Universal officials believe 
that some wildcat printing lab 
handled the job, with actual sale 
done by irresponsible parties. 

This is the first time recently that 
film of a major company has been 
taken for duplication and personal 
use, though several years ago in- 
stances bobbed up when features 
were duped for wildcat distribution. 


Willett’s ‘Pioneer’ Pic 


San Antonio, Aug. 3. 
Preparations are almost finished to 
shoot ‘Pioneer,’ an epic of German 
migration to the Lone Star State, 
here. A cast of 150, augmented by a 
massed chorus of 2,000 voices to- 
gether with many Indians, wagon 














_ trains, sailing boats and an entire 


Frontier City, will be utilized. The 
story deals with the period of and 
during the U. S.-Mexican War. The 
picture has been six months in prep- 
aration and will be made almost en- 
tirely ‘on location.’ 

P. B. Willett, producer, is- back 
from Hollywood and New York with 
Herbert von Schollenbach who will 
photograph. 





Rubin’s ‘Crazy People’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Benny Rubin is scripting ‘Crazy 
People’ at RKO. 
Robert Sisk will produce. 





DICK PURCELL’S ‘TOMORROW’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Dick Purcell goes into ‘There’s Al- 
ways Tomorrow,’ which features 
Dick Foran and June Travis, at War- 
ners. George E. Ston* also cast. 

Frank. McDonald directs from an 
original screenplay by Crane Wilbur 
and George Bricker, with Bryan Foy 
producing. 


+ 





Prophesy in Wit 





Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Rev. Father Maurice J. 
Sheedy, of the Catholic Uni- 
versity of America, was intro- 
duced to Andy Devine at 20th- 
Fox. 

‘I started to study for the 
priesthood once,’ said Andy. 

‘It’s just as well you gave it 
up,’ said Father Sheedy. 

‘Why?’ demanded Andy. 

‘Because I’m wondering what 
we'd do with two Father De- 
vines.’ 














INDIES SEE B. 0. 
OPPOSISH VIA 
EDUC. PIX 


Storm clouds, that threaten to 
wreck the projected visual education 
lineup outlined by the National Edu- 
cation Association scarcely less than 
a month ago, loomed this week in 
several quarters. Whether’ these 
troublesome billows will gather in 
sufficient force to halt the plan to 
use old short features in classroom 
curricula, probably will not be 
known until directors of the Motion 
Picture Producers & Distributors 
square off for a definite vote some- 
time in September. Certainly some 
of the questions now being asked 
will be thoroughly aired at that time. 

That old bugaboo of unfair com- 
petition with theatres has been 
dragged forth by independent ex- 
hibitor leaders, who admittedly are 
on the warpath against visual edu- 
cation. Their contention is that pic- 
tures essentially are for entertain- 
ment, and belong in the theatre. 
These same indies fear that under 
presently lined up plans, the schools 
will be getting films virtually first- 
run, 

One film company spokesman said 
that no picture should be handed 
over for class use until it was at 
least 18 months old. He described 
educators as meaning well, but lack- 
ing in practicability. 


Fred Stanley Appointed 
Head of Col. Publicity 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Fred Stanley has been appointed 











head of studio publicity at Columbia | 


succeeding Bill Thomas, who re- 
signed to accept a spot at another 
studio. Latter’s new position has 
nothing to do with publicity. Thomas 
is remaining on the job for another 
week to break in his successor. 
Stanley comes from the 
paper field. 


trade 





QUARTET FOR ‘BLOSSOMS’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Tully Marshall draws a featured 
spot in B. P. Schulberg’s musical for 
Paramount, ‘Blossoms on Broadway.’ 
Other castings include Jay C. 
Flippen, John Arthur and Charles 
Halton. 





2D SKIPWORTH-MORAN 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Gordon Kahn and Charles Royal 
are screen playing ‘Stormy Weather,’ 
second in the series of Alison Skip- 
worth-Polly Moran pix at Republic. 
‘Lady Misbehaves’ is about ready 
to start as the first. 





STELLA ARDLER’S PIC 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Mary McCall is_ screenplaying 
‘Free Woman’ at Major Pictures. 
It will be second picture for Stella 
Ardler on the Emanuel Cohen lot. 


SHERMAN’S ‘BARRIER’ 0K 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Harry Sherman was due back on 
the Paramount lot today (Tuesday) 
after spending several weeks on loca- 
tion in the northwest with company 
making “The Barrier.’ 

Shooting schedule was maintained 
despite bad weather breaks. 











Horse-Racing 











(Continued from page 1) 





foreign lands; there is plenty of ac- 
tion at Arlington, Narragansett, 
Suffolk Downs, Thistle Downs, Santa 
Anita, Del Mar, Tanforan, Lincoin 
Fields, Washington Park, Empire, 
Jamaica, Saratoga and others. 

In the old days the handbooks 
used to be fuli of action if they had 
three tracks running. Today, the 
limit imposed voluntarily by the 
books are six tracks, despite the 
fact that the handbooks thrive on 
increased: action. As many as 14 
tracks are open and running day- 
| and-date at present, but it is impossi- 
ble for any handbook or wire service 
| to handle so many races. 

Other factors in the surge of bet- 
| ting, other than the basic fact of in- 
| creased number cf tracks, and with 
it added local interest in states 
where betting is legal, include more 
subtle influences as novels, short 
stories, plays, pictures. “Three Men 
On a Horse,’ ‘Little Miss Marker,’ 
‘Broadway Bill,’ ‘Day at the Races,’ 
‘Saratoga,’ the Damon Runyon short 
stories, etc., have done much to re- 
move the not-quite-proper coloring 
from horse racing and betting. 

Tracks such as Washington Park, 
Del Mar, Santa Anita, Churchill 
Downs, Arlington Park have re- 
ceived such excellent publicity in 
recent years that it has become, 
rather, a mark of social distinction 
to play the horses. 

And in the short few years it has 
resulted in horse racing jumping 
from a small clique to one of the 
big business enterprises of the coun- 
try, with a nationwide wire service 
giving constant, post-by-post ac- 
counts of the running of the races 
to books throughout the country. 








Bein Loses Plagiarism 
Suit on “Mayor of Hell’ 





Plagiarism suit involving Warner 
Bros. picture, ‘Mayor of Hell,’ was 
tossed out of court by Federal Judge 
Henry ¥*. Goddard in N. Y. Thurs- 
day (29), who held: there was no 
basis to the charge that the picture 
infringed on Albert Bein’s_ story 
‘Road Out of Hell’ and play, ‘Little 
Ol’ Boy.’ Bein sued for an account- 
ing and damages. The case was heard 
two months ago. 


that the only similarity of the two 
was that life in a reform school was 
the background of each and, the 
Court held, this subject is public 
property and not subject to copy- 
right. 

Bein in 1931 wrote the story of 
his experiences while an inmate of 
a Tennessee reform school. He sub- 
mitted his script to Jed Harris and 
the latter g¢dvanced him $500 in roy- 
alties with a view of producing a 
play based on the story. Harris en- 
gaged Edward Chodorov to put the 
story in shape. The latter did so 
but Harris decided not to go through 
with the play. 

Later Chodorov tied up with War- 
ners as a writer and was ordered to 
script Iselin Austin’s story ‘Junior 
Republic.’ Result was the picture, 
‘Mayor of Hell.’ 

This story also had the reform 
school background. Bein contended 
that Chodorov had utilized his ma- 
terial in the ‘Mayor of Hell’ script. 
Chodorov at the trial denied this, 
stating he had turned over all of 
Bein’s material long before to Jed 
Harris. 

Judge Goddard read the Bein ver- 
sion and also privately viewed the 
picture during the trial. 

‘George Abbott, a playwricht and 
producer to whom Bein took his play 
after Harris’ cont.ol had lapsed, testi- 
fied at the trial that the script and 
material which Bein submitted to 
him was entirely different from 
Bein’s narrative on the witness 
stand, and also from the respondent's 
picture, ‘Mayor of Hell,’ except that 
they -were about reform schouvls,’ 
Judge Goddard said. “Accordingly 
the complaint must be dismissed, but 
in view of the circumstances, with- 
| out costs.’ 





A Zeppelin with ERPI 


Baron H. von Zeppelin, member 
of German line prominent in air- 
| craft development, has been ap- 
| pointed manager of recording activi- 
ties in Japan for Electrical Research 
Products, Inc. In New York since 
June 28, studying latest sound de- 
velopments, he leaves for the Coast 
today (3) and shoves off for Japan 
Aug. 21. 

Von Zeppelin has been with ERPI 
since 1929. 





In his opinion Judge Goddard ruled | 


nike Stuff—Pictures - 


Efforts of film companies, doing location work in the east or obtaining 
background stuff for features, and one newsreel camera crew to take pic- 
tures from ferryboats and at the N. Y. entrance to the Holland tunnel, 
were suddently halted last week. Units were informed that an all-sweep. 
ing order, origin of which was not revealed, prohibited such camera work, 
effective July 20. 

Check showed that a number of foreigners who have been snapping 
photos from ferry craft, near the Holland tube and bridges in and about 
New York, brought the drastic order. Picture companies explained their 
purpose and obtained special permits, after a delay, to continue shooting, 





W. C. Fields is replacing Jack Benny in Paramount’s ‘Big Broadcast’ 
because Benny probably won’t be back from his vacation by the time the 
picture goes into production Sept. 1, and also because of desire on part of 
Par to cash in on Fields’ popularity on air now. Paramount officials are said 
to think that Fields’ large radic toilowing should help in selling ‘Broad. 
cast.’ 

Jack Benny still holds a Paramount contract and will appear in a number 
of films but his vacation plans take precedence just now. When he left 
the Coast he is ¢redited with refusing to come back and do anything on 
production until after he began his broadcasting. Benny also has been 
declining picture offers abroad, feeling that a vacation should be just that, 





Odd policy of Loew’s in advertising in all their Greater New York 
houses most pictures which play the Cap, coincident with their opening at 
latter, is partly blamed for the fact ‘Saratoga’ is doing comparatively 
poorer in New York than in other keys. On the first week at the Cap 
the gross takings were $38,500 which is over average but disappointing. In 
addition to Loew’s policy of plugging pictures during Capitol runs, plus 
the fact protection is usually only 14 days, the Cap gets 83c. week nights 
and 99c. Saturdays-Sundays without a stage show, in competition with 
Music Hall; Roxy, Paramount and State, which have them at compara- 
tive scales, or less. ‘Saratoga’ is holding over this week in 40 spots around 
the country. 





Although there are still 148,245 shares of first preferred and 571,751 
shares of second preference stock still outstanding, Paramount’s estimated 
earnings for the second quarter of 1937 plainly showed the strides being 
made towards converting both preference issues into common stock. On 
the basis of outstanding shares for these two stocks as of July 3, Para- 
mount now is saving $635,179 annually in dividends as a result of the 
reduced number of outstanding shares. Originally there were 248,000 of 
first preferred shares outstanding, paying $6 per year and 643,000 of second 
preferred on which 60c. is being paid now. 





Indications are that Paramount will renew its production contract with 
B. P. Schulberg. Present signs are that he’ll be given the opporiunity 
to make one picture over the period set for the expiration of his year’s 
contract. He’s currently making ‘Blossoms of Broadway,’ which is budgeted 
as the heaviest of his crop for that company. Several other companies 
have been seeking to get Schulberg after he washes up at Paramount, but 
the latter org feels there was undue haste in notifying Schulberg after 
the third of his eight productions that he was through on the first of a 
two-year contract. 





John Wray’s spot in ‘Mr. Deeds Goes to Town’ was so good that Colum- 
bia penciled him in to repeat the routine for ‘Devil Is Driving.’ In ‘Deeds,’ 
Wray plays a father whose kids are starving and who is out to get a 
wastrel. In ‘Devil’ Wray is a father whose wife has been killed and 
daughter injured for life in an auto accident, and who is out to get the 
shyster who has sprung the drunken driver. In both instances Wray 
can’t go through with it, breaks down and hands his gun to his intended 
: victim as a smash anti-climax. 








Wheel-of-fortune and water-under-the-bridge stuff repeats itself with 
the N. Y. advent of Jerry Wald, Warner Bros. scenarist, to huddle with 
Rudy Vallee on the latter’s next filmusical for WB. Both will be together 
for a month setting details on a yarn that goes into work in the fall. 

Some years ago when Wald was radio editor of the now defunct N. Y. 
Graphic (Macfadden), his prize feuding was with Vallee, and it was on 
the Vallee foundation that Wald got his first WB film-writing break. It 
was an ‘expose’ of radio crooners. 





M. J, Meehan, broker, who, with RKO is among the controlling owners 
of KAO preferred stock, being an important factor in the RKO theatre 
subsidiary, has been expelled from the N. Y. Stock Exchange, the Chicago 
Board of Trade and the N. Y. Curb, by order of the SEC, according to 
Washington advices. This expulsion followed protracted inquiry by the 
SEC into Meehan’s operation in Bellanca Aircraft Corp. stock a couple of 
years or more back. 








Lynne Sherman, 19-year-old daughter of Harry Sherman, producer of 
, westerns for Paramount, is a member of the summer company at the 
Barter theatre, Abingdon, Va. Hopes to get a Broadway legit part in the 
| fall. 

Graduate of University of Southern California, Miss Sherman has been 
| acting since she was eight. Played stock in Minneapolis with the Bain- 
bridge Players and with the Minneapolis Repertoire. 





Ray Dannenbaum, new addition to Harry Brand’s publicity staff at 
20th-Fox, engineered a stunt last week which hit the front pages in the 
metropoliian sheets as well as in the hinterlands. He had Dave Rubinoff 
inducted as mayor of Fiddletown, a three-saloon, whistle-stop near Sacra- 
mento. With Rubinoff playing tunes from ‘You Can’t Have Everything,’ 
the newsreeis cranked away, syndicate fotogs shot hundreds of pilates 
and the wires were loaded with words. 





Biggest midwest metropolitan daily is getting cold shoulder with 
demands from studio publicity departments for sittings from important 
stars for full-page color camera portraits. Coolness results from the fact 
that last year the same rag sent representatives to the lots on a similar 
errand, hollered for lots of service and got it, and then used only a hand- 
ful of the pictures provided. In addition, this paper published a sizzling 
| piece bawling out the stars for tardiness and ‘failure to cooperate.’ 

Four or five players in ‘Gay Divorce,’ which was revived at Jones Beach 
| last week, were kept hopping between that resort and New York for re- 
| hearsals of ‘The Student Prince,’ which is the starting attraction at Ran- 
dall‘s Island this week. 

Rehearsals were held at the Majestic theatre for the latter attraction 
| and started at 10 a.m. Players commuted by train, fare costing less than 
| gas required to make the trips by motor. 











| Case of a studio watching its own theatre end’s stage shows for likely 
| picture talent is best illustrated by Paramount. In signing Mildred Law, 
| hoofer, recently, company made it 100% so far as the talent in the N. Y. 
Paramount's stage show of last March 24 was concerned. Previously 
signed by. Paramount out of the same stage layout were Neila Goodelle, 
singer, and the Caligary Bros., foreign panto team, who recently returned 
to N. Y. from the Coasi. 





Metro has decided to boost its advertising and exploitation budget on 
| ‘Broadway Melody of 1938’ as a result of cards received from the preview 
|audience. Studio hypo heads conferred with Jack Cummings, producer, 
Audience re- 





on the best method of release and exploitation last week. 
(Continued on page 29) 
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VOGUES OF 1938 


(MUSICAL, IN TECHNICOLOR) 

Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
United Artists release of Walter Wanger 
Production, Stars Warner Baxter and Joan 
Benrwett. Directed by Irving Cummings. 
Screenplay by Bella and Samuel Spewack. 
Art directer, Alexander Toluboff. Techni- 
color photographer, Ray Rennahan; techni- 


eelor director, Natalie Kalmus. Musical 
director, Boris Morros: conductor, Victor 
¥oung. Film editors, Otho I.overing and 
Porathys Spencer. Dance director, Seymour 
Felix: asst. director, Charles Kerr. Pre- 
viewed at Grauman’s Chinese theatre, 
Hollysrood, Aug. 2, "37. Running time, 105 
mins. 
Makes CureoRs. so. scccatcecs Warner Baxter | 
Wendy Van Klettering......... Joan Bennett | 
Bek sa- COPROI. 5 < 602s ces uceeeee Helen Vinson | 
Prince Muratoev.........+----..Mischa Auer 
Mr. Morgan etae .....-Alan Mowbray 
Mr. Brockton: ...cccccecess® Jerome Cowan 
Sephie Miller.........00-+- .-Alma Kruger 
Mi Lomke ...++-Marjorie Gateson 
Biss Sims. .cciccecvvcses Dorothy McNulty 
Fistty Mason. .....crccceee ...Polly Rowles 
Viol > junit ae ~eeeee»Marla Shelton 
Mr Van Klettering....... Hedda Hopper 
OEE. chi an inoue.) caneescnes Roman Bohnen 





Showmanship with a capital $. This 
one is pointed to big box office re- 
turns, capacity matinee business and 
exoloitation tieups which will bring | 
casual picturegoers on the run, ai- 
tracted by the unusual combination 
of beautiful colored photography, an 
entertaining musical revue story. 


played by a splendid cast, and an ad- | 
vance display of fall and winter | 


fashions. It is original in conception 
and expert in execution. 


Although a distinct departure from 
routine picture producing, ‘Vogues of 
1938 retains the recognized value of 
star names in Warner Baxter and 
Joan Bennett, 
players, including Helen Vinson, 
Mischa Auer, Alan Mowbray, Alma 
Krugcr and Marjorié Gateson. It has 
an ingenious script, of 
elasticity, by Bella and Sam Spe- 
wack. It has a group of superlative 
floor show specialties. It introduces 
a dozen of the country’s famous 
fashion models, who appear in gor- 
geous costumes against extravagant 
and tasteful backgrounds. And it is 
phcetographed throughout in some of 
the loveliest technicolor so far pro- 
jected. 

From this, it might be concluded 
that ‘Vogues’ is quite a sizable pack- 
age, somewhat unwieldy as enter- 
tainment, but the fact is that Walter 
Wanger, who produced it, has bal- 
anced his ingredients with such skill 
that the effect created is pleasing to 
eye and ear. Showmen quickly will 
ree27%nize its distinctive qualities as 
se~- thing different to intrigue the 
pric. 

"ne Spewacks’ screenplay is more 
of a libretto than a tightly. knit story 
ab-ut what takes place behind the 
alluring drapes in the establishment 
of a fashionable New York couturier. 
Of interest is the exposure of the 


inncr workings of the fashion racket, | 


the rivalry for latest Paris designs 
and models, the methods of exploit- 
ing styles, and the _ salesmanship 
neecssary to convince fiickle women 
th-vy must buy only what the estab- 
li:*wments have for sale. 

Production numbers are incorpo- 
reo in the annual public showings 
of new styles in costumes, furs and 


li-~crie. Between the fashion dis- 
p* s entertainers are introduced. 
Tr--e interpolations and interrup- 


tiens do not break the slender plot 
th>-ad, but fit into the story scheme. 

Tcchnicolor probably never has 
beca used more effectively. Back- 
grounds designed by Alexander Tolu- 
bit are a series of beautiful paint- 
ips, never garish, mostly in the 
soficr tints, against which the char- 
actors and models move singly and 
in groups. Frequently, through the 
use of subdued backlighting. the fig- 
ures appear in silhouette. then are 
transformed into brilliant hues. Ray 
Reiwahan, who handled the camera, 
h~~ done a great job. 

Creations in silks, rayons and furs 
ar> ossembled from recognized manu- 
eeturers, who are credited in a spe- 
civ! title, but whose names there- 
aftcr are not mentioned. Althouch 
there is unquestionable commercial 
valte to the tie-in. the film in no 
perticular can be criticized as a com- 
mereiai picture, deviating from ac- 
ceed principles. 

Werner Baxter plavs the proprie- 
tor of the House of Curson and goes 
about his manifold duties with the 


air of a diplomat and with serene | 


gecd humor. When an elderly woman 
of fashion cannot be suited with one 
of the firm’s hats, Baxter borrows a 
number from the charwoman. pokes 
in the crown. attaches an aigrette 
and charees $50. When Joan 


delay delivery of her wedding cos- 


time, he refuses to fall down on an | 
| Lupino js a professional model who, | lookers 


o“ecr, but he hires her as 9 model 
afier she does a wolkout. Thus. the 


pict, and the enmity of Alan Mow- 
boy. Helen Vinson does a neat hit 
ec” wifely villainy. Mischa Auer dis- 
pes temperament as a rival de- 
siener, Alma Kruger contributes o 
warm characterization of a hard 
working general maneter of seam- 
s*- 


ed, 
Syacinlists are George Tapps. New 
--k niterv hoofer. whose nimble 


e@--*ine draws astonished anplause: | 


-sinia Verrill, cafe and radio 
‘Jer, who sings several mimbers 
vy’ > Fred Lawrence: Gloria Gilbert. 
b t dancer. who does her amezin* 
* -natte routine: the Olympic Trio. 
poi9 roller-skaters of whom only 
4:-* annepr, and the Wiere Bros.. 
c ‘mental eomedians with funny 


Victor Young’s orchestra _vlevs 
production numbers 


and has 


| tling and beautiful. 


with fine supporting | 


surprising | 


r : Ben- | 
neit, society girl, pleads with him to | 


‘ses and virlish models. -nd Mar- | 
jerie Gateson docs some slick com- | 


done the underscoring, which Boris 
Morros supervises. 

Tying together into a cohesive film 
so many diversified factors is the 
job which Irving Cummings has per- 
formed by a touch of legerdemain. 
Seymour Felix has assisted with .the 
dance numbers, of whieh the en- 
semble in brown, featuring Rocco, 
pianist, and Saulter, soprano, with a 
group of terp dancers, is the most 
claborate and effective. Lighting ef- 
fects achieved on the dark skins of 
the scantily dressed girls are star- 
It’s something 
new in the use of color. 








Wanger is not the first producer 


'who has tackled the difficulties of 
merging fashion, musical comedy and 


film. His ‘Vogues’ is likely to be the | 
outstanding success along these lines, 
however, and its excellent show- | 
manship deserves the grosses which 
unquestionably are waiting at the | 
theatres. Flin, 


ARTISTS AND MODELS 


| 


Eve Greene and Harlan Ware 
Herzig and Gene Thackrey. 


adaptation by 
of story by Sig 


} 


(MUSICAL) 

Paramount release of Lewis E. Gensle1 
| preduction. Stars Jack Benny. Features 
iidn Fwpine, Richard Arlen,. Gail Patrick, 
| Ben Blue, Judy Canova, Yacht Club Doys, 
| Louis Armstreng, Martha Raye. Directed | 
iby Raoul Watsh. Screenplay, Walter 
Deleon. and Francis Martin, based on 


| 
| 


<enes. Ted Koehler, Victor Young, Harold 
Arlen, Burton Lane, Frederick Hollander, 
leo Robin Scored by Phil Boutelze; as- 
sistant director, John Burch; film editor, 
Elisworth Hoagland; camera, Victor Mil- 
nei danees, Le Roy Prinz; also Vincente 
Minell Reviewed in Projection Room, 
N. ¥.. Atte. 2 °37, opens Aug. 4, ‘37, at 
|; Paramount, N. Y. Running time, 95 mins. 
Dit curcks oes wate > sewgde dk seve" Jack Benny | 
cA eo ogee bee ded s bee tices Ida Lupino} 
Alan ‘3 eeveves Richard Arlen 
CSE. 6. mics deate F4sneeenes4 Gail Patrick 
Jupiter Pluvius....ccccesecess ...Ben Blue 
Toots becitarcdeeedescceacewes Judy Canova 
Sake Dawe «sé ccs sooee ase Kathryn Kay 
| Stella WIVTE TTT TT Ee Cecil Cunningham 
| Mrs. Townsend...........<:- Hedda Hopper | 
| Specialties by the Yacht Club Boys, Andre 
| Kostelanetz and his Orchestra; Louis Arm- | 
istrong und his Orchestra, Peter Arno, 
| McCleland Barcley, Arthur William Brown, 
| Rube Goldberg, KRussell Patterson, John | 
| LaGatta, Martha Raye, Connie Boswell. | 
| Water Waltzers 
Mary Shepherd and Gloria Wheeden 
Made -. <a cccscnseccteccdss meee Berm 
Merorie  <.5 j. 2 ccccunects..s.. Madelon Grey 
Craig Sheldon........0...+4 Alan Birmingham 
ae | ere eee ee Donald Meek 


‘Artists. and- Models’ should be a 
boxoffice bonanza for exhibitors. It 
| holds enough variety, comedy, color, 
spec, flash, dash and novelty for a 
|couple of pictures. It’s so replete 
| with a cavalcade of radio, nitery, 
| vaudeville and revuesque ingredients 
| that it’s much to the credit of all 
| concerned that this madcap musical 
| shapes up as well as it does. While 
|it’s a hodgepodge of plenty, it’s a 
| fetching melange and quite skillfully 
| held together. 


| There have been past instances of 
|much sadder note when the same 
was attempted, and the trade by now 
| dismisses that sort of cinematic con- 
| glomeration as a ‘big short.’ Not so 
‘Artists and Models.’ Its composite 
talents are not in vain. 


Producer Lew Gensler and direc- 
tor Raoul Walsh manage all the loose 
ends nicely. There are a couple of 
misguided sequences, one of which 
may react negatively to the future 
of Martha Raye whom the studio has 
developed into sizeable b.o. It’s that 
‘Public Melody Number One’ se- 
quence, done in a frankly Harlem set- 
cing, with Louis Armstrong tooting 
his trumpet against a pseudo-musical 
gangster idea. While Miss Raye is 
under cork, this intermingling of the 
races isn’t wise, especially as she lets 
herself go into the extremest mani- 
festations of Harlemania torso-twist- 
ing and gyrations, It may hurt her 
personally. 


There's also an over-persistence in 
motivating Ben Blue and Judy Ca- 
nova as an eccentric comedy team. 
| They're hit ‘n’ miss. 

But while the film in toto is a 
madcap cavalcade of variety it jells 
better in the main. Jack Benny, Ida 
Lupino, Richard Arlen and Gail Pat- 
rick are chiefly responsible for hold- 
ing it together. This is Benny’s first 
solo starrer and it’s also a departure 
for him in that he’s assigned the ma- 
jor romantic interest instead of do- 
ing the John Alden routine which so 
'many radio recruits have been lately 
scripted into. Benny does a surpris- 
|ingly good job as the major Romeo 
| although, if he’s going to maintain 
| that idea—and it’s g studio show- 
| manship to foster it—he should give 
his avoirdupois a little considera- 
tion. 

Benny is cast as the advertising 
agency head. Arlen is his biggest 
(and practically only) account. Ida 








because shes a p.m., is at first 
snubbed by Arlen for a ritzy ad 
campaign. Miss Lupino hies to 


Miami posing as a socialite, in order 
to impress that being a pro model 
isn’t a liability. Gail Patrick is an- 
;oiher jooker, with a mecoy blue- 
book background, who 
eases inio the ad agency racket. 
Against this the Yacht Club Boys 
dash in and out madly, ‘creating’ 
shows for Benny. Just 
ultimate objective is never disclosed, 
| nor does it maiter. The prime idea 





| 


| 





Mimiature Reviews 


*Vogues of 1938’ «UA). Wal- 
ter Wanger% ambitious and suc- 
cessful unifying of fashion, 
musical comedy, Warner Bax-~- 
ter, Joan Bennett and a good 
cast with technieclor. A show- 
manship novelty on a big scale. 

‘Artists amd Models’ (Par). 
Strong musical melange with 
Jack Benny, Ida Lupino, Rich- 
ard Arlen, Gail Patrick and a 
flock of radio and variety spe- 
cialists for the marquee. 

‘Marry the Girl’ (WB). Addle- 
pated farce about a flock of 
screwbalis. Plenty of marquee 
strength, but few laughs. 

‘Dead End’ (UA). Samuel 
Goldwyn production of Sidney 
Kingsley’s play starring Syivia 
Sidney and Joel McCrea. Tense 
and accurate translation of the 
original, but sordid and depress- 
ing. 

‘London by Night’ (M-G). 
Good murder mystery but will 
need all the pushing it can get 
due to lack of b.o. lure in cast 





. Names. 
‘That Certain Woman’ (WB). 
Bette Davis, Henry Fonda 


and Ian Hunter, backed up by 
a big time cast, in a well-made 
first run film. 

‘Wild Money’ (Par). Amusing 
serio-comedy on newspaper life, 
starring E. E. Horton, not strong 
enough, however, to solo. 

‘Blonde Trouble’ (Par). Re- 
make of ‘June Moon’ with a 
cast of young Paramount play- 
ers, including Johnny Downs, 
Eleanore Whitney and Terry 
Walker. Perfect for the duals. 

‘The Old Corral’ (Rep). Gene 
Autry starrer, sub-average 
western. Will have trouble get- 
ting by even with star’s follow- 
ing. 

‘The Gold Racket’ (GN). An- 
other Federal Agent story, with 
a mediocre cast, in a time-worn 
plot. Multiple program material. 

‘Mystery of Hooded Horsemen’ 
(GN). Tex Ritter looms as 
western comer but familiar ma- 
terial and other defects spot 
this in double corral. 

‘Bulldog Drummond at Bay’ 


(Rep). Inauspicious meller, 
sans any marquee support, 
which will have tedious time 
even in duals. 


‘Crusade Against Rackets’ 
{Prin). Mild version of white 
slave ring activities miserably 
executed. Only for a few grind 
houses in met centers ‘when 
ballyhooed sensationally. 

‘The 13th Man’ (Mono). Mur- 
der meller solved by a news- 
paper columnist that is o.k. 
and will do just that in the 
duals. 











—=3 
mistaken for the model, and in DE AD END 
midst of which the Yachtsmen burst 
in with a whoop-de-doo of all the Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
corny vaudeville extant, as another! United Artists release of Samuel Golde 
of their ‘inspirations.’ wyn’s production, Associate producer, Mer- 
All the other contributions read} {i't.Nulburd, | Stars sg le ae sont 
. . : McCrea, eatures umphrey <urt, 
like a show biz catalog but it shapes! Wendy Barrie, Claire Trevor and Allen 
up well in combination with the resi a suoeeel nage fs ge Aegean 
ERT a ay by Sydney ngsiey; n play by 
of the footage. LeRoy Prinz’s dance-| j ijjian Hellman, Musical director, Alfred 
staging; the musical scoring; the | Newman: camera, Gregg Toland; film editer, 
camera work, and so on down the waa andes: a. cigester. es aor 
; 3+ > | ne ¥. review a arners OLY Weed 
line. Withal, good film fun for any theatre, Hollywood, July 29, ‘37, Running 
fan, Abel. time, 00 mins, ~ 
THOR. ccccscese WeTTCTT TT Ser Bg 
| SIP Ere ooeedsedseccees Joel MeCrea 
MARRY THE GIRL Babyface Martin......... Humphrey Bogart 
WE s ca wirtec ieee a99% Seancavieta Wendy Barrie 
Warner Bros. release of Mervyn LeRoy SRE TED sbaseeeseesaes ye tidy oo a 
production. Features Mary Boland, Frank} wis yarn. i ooo Marjorie Main 
McHugh, Hugh Herbert, Carol Hughes, Tommy. wplehay’  peldemecnges Billy Ha kop 
Allen Jenkins, Mischa Auer. Directed by Dippy...... Re ice cence ed, sents Hall 
William McGann, Adapted by Sig Herzix, ioe eae spender ata ite mitts idee. Sertian 
Pat C. Flick and Tom Reed, from novel] gpit........... te oe a: ae aioe 
by Edward Hope; camera, Arthur Todd; | PT. B..,...ssceccacecs veseess--. Gabriel Dell 
editor, Warren Low; dialog director, Mush] Milty............ eececcceces Bernard Punsly 
Cummings. At Criterion, N ¥., week | Philip....iieciees eee teceeer - Charles Peck 
July 30, ’37. Running time, 66 mins. Mr. Griswald..cecosccccccee..Minor Watson 
Ollie Radway.. Gekamiad Mary Holand W hitey covesiesece ePereceecnes Charles Halten 
David Partridge iwnkeates 6ee Frank Metlugh BOMNIMAM cove cvceseeccsecévees CRmem Burke 
John B. Radway.... Hugh Herbert | Doormam. ....cccccscsceeeessess Ward Bond 
Virginia ee a a Be Carol Hurhes Pk, GE a nikvecec oben Elisabeth Risdon 
Specs ‘ , : Allen Jenkins | Mrs. Penne... cccccccccsscss.-- eather Dale 
Dimitri cour: > Reger: Misch \uel } Mr. PAsCaRli.sseesessesees George Humbert 
Dr Stryker .... : et a a Alun Mowbray | COVEIMESS.+.+ceeeeeereeereed Marcelle Corday 
Michael Forrester........ Hugh age ee 
31 Tedd art 
nis t's. awe. Reo Tae ets Ke nredy . Samuel Goldwyn has made = ment 
an 0 NE REE eee Dewey Robinsen | literal film translation of Sidney 
Saab Waetiemdeb. cc. xh « ..Olin Howland | Kingsley’s play, ‘Dead End,’ New 
Second Southerner Cn lig sant noe York stage success of the past two 
Andre. Victor Antoine Descete.: -” seasons. Goldwyn and other picture- 





makers many times before have 
drawn upon the theatre for screen 


Charles Judeis 











recent Hollywood filmusical stand- 
ards of plausibility go of late—are 
introduced the other _ specialists. 
Thus Andre Kostelanetz and his ex- 
cellent symphonic syncopators are 
segued into the cafe set, doing 
‘Whispers in the Dark,’ the film’s 
hit tune. Connie Boswell is deftly 
presented for the vocal interlude 
and there’s also a good staging bit 
with a couple of femme swimmers 
doing rhythmic waltz routines under 
water—--a sort of midget Aquacade 
routine. All this of course in the 
Miami nite club setting. 

Peter Arno, McClelland Barclay, 
Arthur William Brown, Rube Gold- 
berg, Russell Patterson and John 
LaGatta are the name illustrators 
introed at the A&M ball which caps 
the film. In this sequence Patier- 
son’s Personettes do a novel puppet 
show routine that’s a peach. It 
could be transplanted intact into a 
cafe as a floor show novelty. Pat- 
terson incidentally screens, well as 
do all the other artists, dnd Gold- 
berg, in addition, almost makes a 
straight man out of Benny in a bit 
of effective crossfire. 

The presence of the illustrators in 
the bit is excellent showmanship to 
cinch the ‘Artists and Models’ tag 
and authentically tie-in with the 
(models) for b.o. ballyhoo. 
all beauis, with Sandra 
highly heralded End¢lish 
getting special billing. 


They're 
Storme, 
mannequin, 

She rates it. 





likewise | 


what's the | 


Judy Canova has a ‘bubble’ song 
| for her first opportunity, just so-so. 
| That goes for ‘Stop! You're Break- 
|ing My Heart, doubled with Blue, 
| bolstered chiefly by their own panto 
| efforis. As for the Judy, Ann and 
Zeke hillbilly specialty later on, it 
could be cut out completely to the 
film’s advantage. Blue jells better 
in the Personettes number wherein 


| 
} 
| 
| 
j 
| 


seems to be lafis. They achieve that! Mr. Esquire gets the spotlight, and 


prime idea throughout. “Sasha Pasha’ | 


which shapes up as about the swell- 


is a corking opener with Charlie| est free ad for any magazine as 


| Adler of the Adler, Kern, Kelly and | could be had. It’s practically a 
| Mann combo (Yacht Clubbers) do-| commercial ticup. 

| ing the egocentric genius who Benny has a socko laff scene with 
| creates brilliant show ideas just like| Donald Meek as the meek medico 
; that. | that’s a bear: another with the male 
| Quite plausibly—at least so far as underwear stylisis w here Benny is 


. : mater ‘ ] ine 

Whimsy to end all whimsies. Be- | iterial and have turned out finely 
: : pare) his ,} produced, acted and photographed 
side the Radway family in this nut; * ; ae 

a at ~.,.%4 | Versions of the original proscenium 

house, the Sycamores of “You Can't] eg un. are 

a ’ >. spies : # ey | presentations. ‘Dead End’ is a per- 

| Take It With You’ are positively | ¢ eter Bene : 

h dr ‘My M: Godfrey’ is by ect technical job of reproducing the 
wh se Sen a Ae «4 Bleve | action of the play. with a few minor 
comparison one of the soberest films 


) thee | changes in the dialog. from which 
of recent seasons. But while Marry | some of the rough stuff has been 
the Girl’ is goofier than either Of) deleted. 
those other successes, it can’t be| 


. “pt met’ 4 | What Goldwyn hasn’t done is to 
pees A — nn a it geno /enhance the message of the play by 
ey se oe ‘arly. so | Jetting loose the full power of the 
much further, but not nearly | screen as a form of art expression 
wittily. _ | different from the drama. The 
Idea seems to have been that if| Kingsley theme is that tenements 
one comedian in a picture is funny| breed gangsters, and no one does 
several would be several times anything about it. The vicious cycle 
funny. So Mary Boland, Frank Mc- |,continues with each succeeding crop 
Hugh, Hugh Herbert, Micha Auer,; 0f children, thwarted in their growth 
Allen Jenkins, Hugh O’Connell and| of any sense of social responsibility 
Teddy Hart all are tossed into the| by the pressure of vicious environ- 
cast. Similarly, where one ludicrous| ment. The play whammed the idea 
situation or crackpot characteristic | across the footlights; the picture says 
would be good for a laugh, the film| and does everything the play said 
virtually bulges with absurdities. | and did. and stops right there. There 
Unfertunately, however, the whole} !S no inventiveness or imaginative 
business just doesn’t come off. Pos- | 'S€ of the cinema to develop the 
sibly because it so obviously tries so | theme further, or wham it as hard 
hard, ‘Marry the Girl’ simply isn’t | *S the play. 
funny. | jn End’ wit sone to the kind 
ad eee a | O usiness whic oldwyn pictures 
One cackle-voiced spectator at the | sitract. Although the play was witt- 
opening show at the Criterion was ten to end all ethers the fi al 
practically in stitches during the|,. Joganan gangsters, the film wi 
: : ..| be regarded generally as another 
whole 66 minutes. But few others} ,, : ye 
Id hele ; . eben’ gangster picture, not so exciting as 
CPuUkIe Dic ‘will probably get by | S0Me Of its predecessors. |The pic- 
am deans tn as Gatets Sank need en ure public which has little regard 


SO 


as | 


| 
| 
| 
| 








é r } “ | for propaganda and high respect for 
a panic with juve audiences. But it entertainment will find in it a re- 
will probably lay an egg in first| versal of popular values. At the box 


runs. Press won't be hot and word-| office ‘Dead End’ is in for a disap- 
— is likely to be spotty. } pointing career. 
at the corps of script writers : a eae 
(three get credit, such as it is) have} , = Sodkercmal ation nate 
turned out is a yarn about a balmy |river front in the East 50’s (N. Y.) 
family owning a newspaper syndi-|than the Belasco theatre (N. Y.) 
cate, writers and artists of which| stage could contain. The camera 
are just as screwy as the proprietors. | peeks into the sordidness more real- 
Hugh Herbert is the boss who is| jstically, uncovers more garbage cans 
bossed by his sister, Mary Boland.| and hallway filth of the tenements, 
Carol Hughes is the niece with a yen| and the sound track carries the de- 
to elope with Mischa Auer, a crack-| pressing symphony of quarrelsome 
brained caption writer. Frank Mc-| oaths. noises of close living, cries of 
Hugh is a private secretary pro-| feverish infants and the unending 
moted to managing editor. Alan| shuffle of strange footsteps on the 
Mowbray a psychiatrist who ope-| stairs. There is no hope promised 
rates (and belongs in) an asylum.| for a better day, no humor, no fun. 
Hugh O'Connell is a souse cartoon-| Just dull, depressing existence, ac- 
ist. And so on and on. curately and minutely reproduced in 
All but Carol Hughes are experi-| its sickening, physical phenomena. 
enced, expert clowns who can make Only material plot change which 
a guffaw grow where only a smirk} Lillian Hellman has made from the 
is planted. But the script never leis| Kingsley script is to heroize the char- 
the characters assume three dimen-| acter of Dave, the student architect. 
sions and the whole works is a dud.|It is he, and not the G-men. who 
Carol Hughes mistakes stridency for | kills Baby Face Martin. 
comedy. William McGann’s direc-| Performances are uniformly fine. 
tion doesn’t help. Hobe. | topped, of course, by the acting of 
| the boy players from the New York 
| production who seem betier in the 
| film because they do not crowd their 
lines so fast. Billy Halop, Huntz 





WILD WEST DAYS 





(SERIAL) Hall, Bobby Jordan, Leo B. Gorcey, 

Fes dey barren of Ben Koenla-Heary Gabriel Dell, all give splendid ac- 
J e » | ction, Siurs . vounny Mee 

Brown, features George Shelley, Roveri counts of themselves. 
Kortman, Lyn Gilbert, Frank McGlynn. Di- Sylvia Sidney as Drina and Joel 
rected by Ford Beebe and cliff Sinith.| MeCrea as Dave, are starred in the 
Story and screenplay, Wyndham Gitiens, : : : . 
Norman 8S. Hall awd Ray Trampe, trom picture. Miss Sidney is excellent, one 
novel by W. BR. Burnett. At Liberty, of the best things she has done in 
Lincoln, 1% chapters. Kunning time ton months. Her sister-and-brother scenes 
each episode), 20 mina. 5 with the wild Tommy (Halop) are 
ge dee a Raat ate se corse, Shelley | ener, moving and tragic. Her de- 
NGS. 03 s0606+sascanessé Robert Kortoan fiance of the police officer when her 
DK: cus asad <h0b0bb severe es Frank Yaconelli brother is arrested, and her plea to 
Ley eee rceeerseceeecccecss wa pag Ee five him another chance instead of 
Ke ler oe ‘hier bb bdebade stexseli Gimpeon sending him off to the reformatory, 
on, i ee ety eee Francis McDonald | @re sincere passages. McCrea does a 
Dec Hardy 2.25... .c00.0' Walter Miller | fine bit in a scene with Wendy Bar- 
a Ci teergedbata : miter trom b the keptive in the fashionable 
MPU. 4666666006 6:00808666% é riage 


| apartment, when he turns down her 
; proposition. The Barrie role is in- 
Redskin dustbiter. in 13 pieces, is| @efinite in outline, due to censoring. 
‘Wild West Days.’ with Johnny Mack | ‘Only wives live with gentlemen in 
Brown as the star. Film is directed | ™etion pictures.) 

by the Universal scrial twins, Beebe| Humphrey Bogart looks the part 


Red Hatchet. Chiet Thunderbird 


and Smith, who see that there's of Baby Face Martin and plays with 
plenty of action, noise, and kid ap- | complete understanding of the char- 
peal. ,acter. Allen Jenkins as his pal steps 

Shades of the hot money-maker| way up in rating as a fine artist by 
of almost seven years avo. ‘Indians} his performance of Hunk. Claire 
Are Coming,’ ‘Wild West Days’ has} Trevor is Francey, the street walker. 


the same possibilities with the serie!| In this instance also censorship has 
traffic. Younger set will support,! stripped the role of the shocking fea- 
which makes it an ideal weekender.| tures which made it stand out in the 

Basis is on the novel, ‘Saint John-| plav. Majorie Main. as Baby Face’s 








son,’ by W. R. Burnett. Lynn Gil-| mother. whines her lines. but gets in 
bert, the young dol! with eyes on|a smacking wallop when she _ re- 
Johnny, is the only femme in the) nounees the killer. 

cast and she shows up that much William Wyler’s direction is fault- 
better. Burn. less in its technique. Flin. 
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received careful attention from the 
hands which moulded it and while 


not outstanding as a killer-meller, 
takes precedence over the majority 
of this type turned out. Even though 
lacking in any name strength, it 
should do satisfactorily. 

The best that’s offered for marquee 
billing are the’ monikers of George 
Murphy and Rita Johnson, who head 
the cast. Remarkable thing about 
the picture-is that, while its players 
are not widely known nor mean a 
pull at the box office, with minor 
exceptions the performances are ex- 
tremely good. In the top spots, 
Murphy and Miss Johnson suggest by 
their playing and good parts that 
they will go much further. Murphy 
handles himself very capably, speaks 
lines well and acquits himself credit- 
ably as a romantic lead, while Miss 
Johnson digs herself deeply into au- 
dience favor in a role that calls for 


less work than allotted Murphy. 
A workmanlike script by George | 


Oppenheimer, the dialog of which is 
both intelligent and punchy, goes a 
good distance in making ‘London by 
Night’ the meritorious melodrama it 
is. There’s no redundance, no sappi- 
ness and no language that would be 
out of keeping with the characters or 
the setting. Entire locale is a certain 
section of London and much of the 
action is out-of-doors, where excel- 
lent photographic work of Leonard 
M. Smith’s crew contributes to the 
high standard of production attained. 
Background throughout, in homes, 
shops, a pub and elsewhere, also add 
to the London note of authenticity 
registered. Zimbalist and his di- 
rector, William Thiele, are to be 
commended for this and other pro- 
duction details. 

‘London by Night’ was originally 
a play tagged, ‘The Umbrella Man.’ 
Latter might have been a more fit- 
ting and as good a b.o. title as the 
successor given it for the screen. 
About all the new title does that the 
old one wouldn’t is identify the 
locale. 

Among the virtues of the picture is 
the skillful manner in which sus- 
pense is sustained and the momen- 
tary threat of danger infused. Sus- 
picion is pointed in various interest- 
ing directions and one of the novel- 
ties of the plot is that two murders 
were of imaginary victims, idea of 
the kiiler being to disguise himself 
as the men he is supposed to have 
murdered with a view to getting bad 
enough of a rep to push through a 
blackmailing scheme. In order to 
satiate those who would have a kill, 
two do finally occur as the escaping 
blackmailer meets with interference. 

In the performances, Eddie Quil- 
lan ranks with anyone else in a role 
that is not so important. His drunk 
bit is excellent and his English ac- 
cent worthy. Another whose work 
is more than ordinarily competent is 
George Zucco, who plays a Scotland 
Yard inspector. Virginia Field is a 
barmaid who lends much cockney 
flavor, together with others. Miss 
Johnson fits the British requirements 
aptly. Her equipment includes an 
ingratiating personality and a voice 
that is remindful of Ruth Chatter- 
ton’s. It has a very appealing — 

ar. 


Drummond at Bay 


Republic production and release, Stars 
John Lodge, Dorethy Mackaill, Victor 
Jory, Claud Allister. Directed by. Norman 
Lee. Screen play, James Parrish and 
Patrick Kirwan, from novel by ‘Sapper’; 
camera, Walter Harvey. Reviewed in Pro- 

















ito handle the 


jection Room, N. Y., July 22, °37. Run- 
ning time, 63 mins, 

Hugh Drummond. .......0060000¢ John Lodge 
Ley rereerrrr rr Dorothy Mackaill 
Se. Gccseacpegnsiinvene Victor Jory 
Algy Longworth. ...cccccesess Claud Allister 
TTT rere ee Hugh Miller | 
CNS cccccenesatecesucces Leslie Perrins 
DIIGO. occ cccccsssvcseoecoes Richard Bird 
EEE. 59s 1460945K 006068088 Brian Buchel 
. » ee errs Jim Gerald | 
Bele CUnawell. 5s cdevctccaaed Annie Esmond 
SENG Os set kids scene ae vesaes Marie O'Neill | 
Reginald Portside........William Dewhurst 
ee errr Frank Cochrane | 


Dullest of the entries in the ‘Bull- 
dog Drummond’ series, and will have 
a futile uphill time trying to get | 
across. Pic possesses no names to 
tug ’em in, and word-o’-mouth as 
well as reviews are certain to be 
sour. Made for the duals, it will be 
the weak member of any coupling. 

The writing isn’t as clever in 
‘Drummond at Bay’ as it was in the | 
earlier editions fashioned around | 
the English gentleman detective, and | 
that factor stings. The lead isn’t the 
bright chap he has been before, but 
depends more on his fists and blunt- | 
headed driving power to get his re-| 


acter is badly written, and there’s 
no way of telling what he could 
have done if the authors had fash- 
ioned their hero as a more ingenious 
type. Dorothy Mackaill as the girl 
is o.k., considering the frequent 
over-melodramatic ring of the lines 
given her. 

Claud Allister, as the naive Algy, 
Drummond’s_ sidekick, has _ rather 
watery and straincd comedy to cope 
with, and it overcomes him. Player 
did the same role opposite. Ronald 
Colman half a dozen years ago in 
‘Bulldog Drummond Returns’ (Par), 
and is remembered as fine, but his 
part was stronger in his original 
role. 

Victor Jory and Hugh Miller are 
fairish as the menaces; Richard Bird 
tends to overact as the inventor. 

Production didn’t cost very much, 
and doesn’t look three cents more 
than the expenditure. Many of the 
camera shots are downright por. 


Bert. 

Paramount production and release. Fea- 
tures EK. E. Horton, Lynne Overman, Por- 
ter Hall, Louise Campbell, Benny Baker, 
Ruth Coleman, Billy Lee. Directed by 
Louis King. Based on story by Paul 
Galtico. Camera, Henry Sharp. At Fox, 
Bklyn., dual, week July 30, ‘37. Running 
time, 71 mins 

Pi BR... BORE o.s06% sa vaep ras FE. E. Horton 
Judy McGowan .......+.. Louise Campbell 
Perry BrOWN ...ccccccecs Lynne Overman 
Bill Hawkins ......++.. Lucien Littlefleld 
Jenny Hawkins .......+.--- Esther Dale 
Bill Court ..cccccccccccsescs Porter Hall 
Al VemOl  ccccccccccscocsces Benny Baker 
Mra. West .occcsccccecscess Ruth Coleman 
Be. “BOGE: 5 ci ccd vecesces Louis Natheaux 
Malcolm West ...c.ce-..- Billy Lee 
Sheriff Jones ...-ccccoess Howard Mitchell 
MOPOGMOUE cncccccescsaccs William Burress 
Miss Green .nceccssecsee Gertrude Short 





Any picture which introduces a 
new personality is important. Louise 
Campbell, lead, opposite Edward 
Everett Horton, in this picture, and 
from legit, has her first film role. 
She’s okay and has plenty on the 
ball. This picture is entertaining, 
but is not strong enough to solo. 
Horton is its main marquee squeeze. 
As made the film hasn’t sufficient 


dramatic or romantic punch to be 
a topper. 


The dialog is tasty and the action 
is lively. The picture should receive 
good word-of-mouth talk. 

Paul Gallico, w.k. newspaperman 
who knows his stuff, authored this 
serio-comedy on the inside of re- 
pertorial life. It’s a dressed-up piece 
about reporters and a penny-pinch- 
ing bookkeeper. 

Miss Campbell is a good sobbie 
character, the type who knows about 
everything except romance, and 
Horton plays a more genuine char- 
acter, as the bookkeeper, than has 
been his wont. 

Horton is nuts over Campbell, but 
she airs him when he turns down 
her swindle sheet. Horton is one of 
those rigidly dutiful bookkeepers 
who has the boys and girls blue- 
faced by his blue-penciling of their 
expense accounts. When, by acci- 
dent, circumstances compel the paper 
to place Horton in charge of an im- 


portant kidnapping story and the; 


lads and Miss Campbell have to take 
orders from him on covering the 
yarn, complications happen. 

Horton, in his unwitting and ec- 
centric way, while on_ vacation, 
bumps into the big story. He phones 
in the tip and because he is the only 
representative of the paper on the 
ground, miles from the office, he 
is given full charge. Ambition grabs 
Horton, then, and he is given also a 
$5,000 expense account with which 
story. That’s where 
the wild money angle comes in. It 


stuns Horton, at first, but he soon 
| proves that he can use this large 
‘sum to the best interests of his 
paper. 


Horton sews up every means Of | Fra 
communication and purchases every | T« 


means Of transportation conveyance 
in the vicinity to prevent competitor 
newshounds from cutting in on the 


story. However, in doing this, he | 
also shuts off his own confreres. | 
That’s fun, and they, in trying to 


grab the play away from him, al- 
most ruin things for the paper. Hor- 
ton has even bought up the town’s 
tractor and in the end even captures 
the kidnappers, after giving his 
paver successive scoops on the situ- 
ation. This, of course, wins him the 
sobbie, for a final clinch, Shan. 


Good entertainment and a smart 
vehicle to show off some of Para- 
mount’s younger featured players. 
Although a remake of ‘June Moon,’ 
from the play of the same name by 
Ring Lardner and George S. Kauf- 
man, it has been smartened up to the 
life, lingo and methods of present- 
day writers of popular songs. Lil- 
lie Hayward, who made the adapta- 
tion, and George Archainbaud, the 
director, have taken permissible lib- 
erties with the original, and have 
turned out an amusing film, acted 
by an engaging cast. 


It is not an important picture 
because the material has been 
used sO many times in so many 


various versions, including filmusi- 
cals. Of its type, however, it is 
good and it will be a ready booker, 
as the story is clean and suitable for 
all theatres, and its length is trimmed 
to the pattern of double bill exhibi- 
tion. Title is meaningless, and more 
astute showmanship would have 
prompted use of the original title. 


Johnny Downs makes the boy from 
Schenectady who comes to Broadway 
to write lyrics, a likable, naive 
youngster, whose self-assurance slays 
the hardboiled attitude of Tin Pan 
Alley. He has an attractive man- 
ner, speaks distinctly and gets his 
laughs. He has looks and a certain 
winning shyness. Eleanore Whitney 
plays the big city girl with a heart 
of gold in a sympathetic manner. 
Hers is a straight part, entirely on 
the sentimental side. Na opportun- 
ity for her to dance, which is the 
best thing she does, but she is cute 
and adds pulchritude to the ensem- 
ble. 
| Lynne Overman is the music pub- 
|lisher, William Demarest the dis- 
couraged composer, and Benny Baker 
jis the pianist, a swell comedy part. 
| There is a funny bit by El Brendel, 
window cleaner with a yen for har- 
mony, and good characterizations by 
Terry Walker and Helen Flint. 


Archainbaud has directed with im- 
agination. 
dialog is smart, cracking and fast. 
|In giving pictorial movement to the 
; plot he has lost none of the laughs 
|from the script. He has built up an 
amusing sequence around the birth 
|of a popular tune. It’s a good num- 
‘ber, too, entitled ‘It Was All in Fun,’ 
and is by Burton Lane and Ralph 
Freed. Benny Baker sings it. 

Two interpolations fall pretty flat. 
Eddie Davis, of the West 52nd St. 
(N. Y.) Leon & Eddie’s, takes too 
_much footage to put over ‘Comin’ 
Down the Moutain,’ and a trouve of 
trained dogs (Hector and His Pals) 
clutter up the screen for some forced 
humor. Film doesn’t need either 
specialty. 

By some minor alterations at the 
end of the piay, the current vogue 
of filmusicals is brought into the 
story. When Johnny’s song registers 
a hit over the radio, a Hollywood 
studio immediately offers him $500 a 
week and a job on the Coast. The 
fadeout is on The Chief, westbound, 
and Johnny is on his wav to turn 
Hollywood upside down. He _ nrob- 
ably does. Flin. 


THE OLD CORRAL 


(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of Armand Shoefer pro- 
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duction. Stars Gene Autry. Features Smi- 
ley Burnette, Sons of the Pioneers. Di 
rected by Joseph Kane. Screen play, Jo- 
seph Poland, Sherman Lowe; original, 
Bernard McConville; camera, Kdgar Lyons; 
songs, Sons of the Pioneers, Fleming Al- 
len, Oliver Drake. At Chaioner, N.Y. 
|} dual, July 29, ’37. Running time, 52 mins. 
} 
| OMG con cckirdeevscewesesecses Gene Autry 
PU ib ou ok baence dbs 0s 6 nee Eeeee 
PEO oo ccc ce ceeeeeeeesione Hore Manning 
O’ Keefe Bros.....-e6+---..50ns of Pioneers 
| CWAMpION 2... cece ew eewene ° . Champion 
| SEM 4 occ cs cvcwcveereesss Cornelius Keefe 
| Garland .....ccccssseceees-Lon Chaney, Jr 
Seariotth .cccccecservecece . John Bradford 
SmodgrasS ...ee-eseeeeee---Milburn Morante 
ame os pA joes aan Abe Lefton 
Pe eer 1] McCormick 
PARK ciccccccccccossocce Charles Sullivan 
WUE <ceiasbesveseneerdse Buddy Roosevelt 
PEE vie tind esas ene sarees es Lynton Brent 
| First Prisoncr.......ceces: Franl Marvin 
| Osear and Elmer Osear and Elmer 
| 
| Sub-standard Gene Autry § me- 


squiter musical, the plot of the piece, 
is dwarfed vine on which is hung 
the dubious fruits of the singing of 
all the leads. 
are all subordinated 
and banjo, guitar and 


to the yodeling 
harmonica 


playing of the principals. A deal 
of the music might have been sacri- 
ficed for the sake of the yarn. It 


is less than a quasi-western. Even 


The original and added | 


Action, pace and plot | 


invades the hamlet with their tommy 
guns and intimidates all save Autry, 
who rounds ’em up with a song on 
his lips and a brace of six-shooters 
on. his hip. 

All the ends aren’t tied up tightly 
at conclusion, the film apparently 
unable to wait for so minor a matter 
in view of Auiry and the gal having 
to duet the fadeout in a clinch. 

Miss Manning has a vibrant pair 
of pipes which chased into the 
woods all the other yodelers in the 
cast. Her dueting with Autry could 
have been approximated only by, 
say, Jimmy Durante plaiting his pipes 
with Kirsten Flagstad. 

Smiley Burnette, rotund comic, 
used in almost all Autry starrers, 
strove valiantly with the heavy- 
footed humor, and managed a few 
laughs. The quintet of caroling cow- 
hands, billed as Sons of the Pioneers, 
had too much warbling to do; for 
highway holdup specialists the gang 
didn’t give much time to their liveli- 
hood. 

All the songs were prairie plaints, 
most of ’em traditional old faves of 
the open country. Whatever were 
the new ones were indistinguishable. 

Direction just fair. Camera good 
on outdoor shots, so-so within walls. 

Bert. 


Round-Up Time in Texas 


Republic 
tion, 


release of Nat 


Levine produc- 
Stars Gene Autry; 


features Smiley 








Burnette and Maxine Doyle. Directed by 
Joscph Kane. Original screen’ play by 
Oliver Drake; associate producer, Armand 
Schaefer: camera, William Nobles. At 
Arena, N. Y.,. Aug. 1-3, ‘37, dual. Run- 
ning time, 63 mins, 
POMP ce ciirisscarcscecesessdes Gene Autry 
CEOs esac evetvccecvestccenmeen murs 
Ae oe Pere re Maxine Dovle 
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CAee Me Cede « bane e obawe 6 err Kilmer Fain 
i OC are ae ...Cornie Anderson 
Second Cape Cop.........6- Frankte Marvin 
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This had every reason to be an 
unsatisfactory western, as often is 
| the case when the story formulators 
yank a cowboy and his pal into a for- 
eign clime. That’s why it is surpris- 
ingly brisk entertainment, despite its 
absurd moments, old hokey slapstick 
and several lulls in action. Despite 
these obstacles, ‘Round-Up Time in 
Texas’ doubtlessly will hold those 
who go for outdoor epics. And it 
presents Gene Autry warbling in his 
best manner, 


There’s no doubt about the Repub- 
lic boys having something in Autry. 
In_ this simple little fable he gives 
evidence of why he’s building in 
locales where they go for the oats 
operas. Possessing nice physique, 
passable acting, amd an ingratiating 
voice, he has the prerequisites to 
take him places, 

Film’s plot is a haphazard mixture 
of episodic development, absurd de- 
tours and spotted abrupt comic mo- 
ments. It quickly takes Autry and 
his pal from their Texas plains to 
South Africa to help Gene’s brother 
in his pursuit of diamond wealth. 
The pair take a flock of wild horses 
with them, and find themselves en- 
gulfed in dire plottings as soon as 
they land. There is the inevitable 
girl, a singer in a Dunbar saloon, the 
treacherous native guides, voodoo 
| drums, wild animals, stupid South 
| African police. and other familiar 
| wrinkles slightly disguised. 
| Forced comedy absurdities reach a 
| peak when Gene's pal is adopted by 
the African chieftain because he can 
teach the tribe youngsters (the Cabin 
Kids) how to sing a spiritual and do 
a truckin’ tune. Also, there’s the old 
chestnut of swallowing a harmonica, 
with music ensuing though em- 
boweled. Dialog largely does not ex- 
ceed the quaint humorous moments. 
| Proceedings and sketchy yarn are 
alleviated by Autry’s ballading, 
which has been nicely dovetailed in. 
‘Rose That Grows on the Prairie’ and 
‘Moon of Desire’ are best, with the 
former showing potentialities. Autry 
and five or six others in the cast 
are credited for the songs. 
| Cast is standard, Autry struggling 
, to seem natural in an unnatural 
story, and Smiley Burnette more ef- 
| fectual than usual as comedy relief 
| (the vocal instructor and Gene’s pal). 
| William Nobles has made some 
| stagey backgrounds seem passable 
and otherwise has done well in catch- 

ing action with his camera. Wear. 








assigned to catch flying smugglers. 
Miss Hunt is enough to cause a con- 
gressional investigation of the De- 
partment of Justice. She is miscast, 
As is Nagel, tepid as her lover. 

Part of Miss Hunt’s job is to per- 
form as a night club entertainer in a 
Mexican saloon. That's where the 
music end comes in. Miss Hunt 
yodels to Fuzzy Knight's piano bang- 
ing. Knight shoulders most of the 
comedy with stuff he’s been doing 
since pre-repeal. ._ That’s the kind of 
a ae this is. 

t's Miss Hunt’s job to vamp the 

smuggler pilot who hangs around in 
the saloon. She yodels him into cap- 
tivity and Nagel thus captures the 
entire gang. 
Dialog is dull. The action is medi- 
ocre. Nothing much to be said on 
the camera end. Simple shots, and 
backgrounds are acceptable. Shan. 





That Certain Woman 
Hollywood, July 28. 


release of Robert Lord pro- 





Warner Bros, 


duction, Stars Bette Davis, Henry Fonda 
and Ian Hunter. Screen play, written and 
directed by Edmund Goulding. Camera, 
Ernest Haller; film editor, Jack Killifer; 
asst director, Chuck Hansen Score by 
Max Steiner; musical director, Leo F, 
Forbvstein. Previewed at Warners Holly- 
wood theatre, Hollywood, July 27, ‘37, 
Running time, 91 mins, 

BEOTE “SPOTIOU as os 0.9 00.60 46eebee Bette Davis 
GOCE. BOOP TICM... bios 0 ¢ecb seeded Henry Fonda 
Lloyd Rogers.......<-+: ‘ lan Hunter 
i BESRIE CTA ITE, avi ri wee Anita Louise 
BMoriick, BF. siccceecsneisscoss Lonald Crisp 


Virgil Whitaker .......... Hugh O' Donnell 





Bare. Beseres sas 00s case Katherine Alexander 
Amy Mary Phillips 
Tildon Minor Watson 
BOIEG Scaancee> 60008 d¢ewnst ets Ben Welden 
Detective Neely...........+...8idney TVoler 
Sts ORMOR via cceiveses Charles Trowbridge 
PHOR. coccdicoocedicctctecce ccd aie 
Pe, MRTCUROR. cocsarcesed Herbert Rawlinson 
= ae rrrere err re -Tim Henning 
SOMES 2 ccciieerscsentede ..Uwane Day 


Finely made picture which de- 
serves and will get extended first 
runs and which shoves Bette Davis 
a round or two higher as boxoffice 
lure, ‘That Certain Woman’ also is a 
boost for Edmund Goulding, who 
authored the story and directed the 
film. With a cast that includes Henry 
Fonda, Ian Hunter, Anita Louise, 
Donald Crisp, Hugh O’Connell, Mary 
Phillips and Katherine Alexander, 
the combination of excellent pro- 
duction values and known person- 
alities insures good business. 

Appeal is aimed strictly at the 
emo.ions, as the plot is another vari- 
ation of self-sacrificing mother love, 
This is the third major production 


for the new season. Others are 
‘Stella Dallas,’ with Barbara Stan- 
wyck, and ‘Confession,’ with Kay 
Francis. All three are carefully and 
well made. What will happen if 
they are but forerunners of a cycle 
of films exploiting renunciating 
mothers, however, is too horrible to 
contemplate. There are one or two 
places in ‘The Certain Woman’ 
which is a tailored job of writing, 
that approach the incredible, but 
Goulding, the director, steers his 
story past danger. He has the ad- 
vantage of knowing exactly how 
heavily he can lay on the pathos, 
because the film is a remake of ‘The 
Trespasser,’ which he wrote and di- 
rected for Gloria Swanson in 1929. 

Although Bette Davis is regarded 
gencrally as a very capable actress, 
most of her roles have been stunt 
parts and unusual characterizations, 
She is the winner of an Academy 
acting award (1935). Coming on the 
heels of a fine comedy performance 
in ‘It’s Love I’m After,’ with Leslie 
Howard (Reviewed in Variety, July 
21), she shows commendable ver- 
satility in her performance in “That 
Certain Woman,’ which demands 
more of her talent than any film in 
which she has appeared. Not a 
raving beauty, she nevertheless, reg- 
isters an abundance of feminine 
charm. From start to finish she does 
not make a misstep, a wrong inflec- 
tion in either speech or expression, 


or a self-conscious move. She dis- 
plays screen acting of the highest 
order. 


Film relates the adventures of a 
self-reliant young woman, who as a 
girl of 16 married a gangster, since 
| deceased, after a bootleg altercation, 
Emerging from the notoriety of the 
rial, she points her life to a useful 
purpose, studies to improve herself, 
jand becomes the secretary of a 
prominent lawyer, an unhappily 
married man, who falls in love with 
her but keeps his distance. Appar- 





ently, the tragic episode of her youth 
hidden and forgotten. She falls 
| (Continued on page 25) 
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HE CALENDAR 
F BOX-OFFICE 


Biagest hot-weather grosses in history 
| registered in scores of key spots as RKO- 
Radio’s mighty attraction ends exciting 
| second week at Radio City Music Hall!... 
Flash news pours in from all sections as 
| more first runs open to same kind of 
business!... Showmen cashing in heavily 
on a great picture released when it means 
the most...and backed by a tremendous 
national billboard campaign of 10,000 
twenty-four sheets plastered all over 
America!...O.K., RKO! 





























EDWARD ARNOLD... capy gpanr. .. FRANCES FARMER....JACK OAKIE... 


DIRECTED BY ROWLAND V. LEE 
AN EDWARD SMALL PRODUCTION OU f of. 
Screen Play by Dudley Nichols, John Twist, Joel Sayre mel 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, Variety presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American disiributing companies for 


the current quarterly period. Date of the reviews as given tn VaRiEty and the running time of prints are inciuded.) 


COPYRIGHT, 1937, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


























































































































WEEK WHEN 
OF TITLE PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
RELEASE MINS. BY VARIETY 
6/18/37 TWO-FISTED SHERIFF H. L. Decker Cel Western C. Starrett-B. Weeks Leon Barsha 
BANK ALARM Condor GN Melodrama Conrad Nagel Louis Gasnier 64 6/23 
MARRIED BEFORE BREAKFAST S. Zimbalist MGM Com-Dr R. Young-Florence Rice E. L. Marin 70 7/28 
NORTH OF RIO GRANDE Harry Sherman Par Western Wm. Boyd-Geo. Hayes Nate Watt 
MOUNTAIN MUSIC Ben Glazer Par Comedy B. Burns-Martha Raye C. Reisner 76 6/30 
RIDING ON AIR David Loew RKO Comedy Joe E. Brown E. Sedgwick 70 6/30 
RHYTHM IN THE CLOUDS A. E. Levoy Rep Musical P. Ellis-W. Hull John H. Auer 64 7/28 
YODELIN’ KID FROM PINE RIDGE A. Schaefer Rep Western Gene Autry-B. Bronson Joe Kane 
BIG BUSINESS Max Golden 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Deane F. R. Strayer 61 6/2 
WALT DISNEY’S ACADEMY REVUE W. Disney UA Comedy Carteon W. Disney 
ARMORED CAR E. M. Asher U Melodrama R. Wilcox-J. Barrett L. Foster 64 7/28 
FLY AWAY BABY WB WB Com-Dr G. Farrell-B. MacLane F. McDonald 60 4/14 
WHITE BONDAGE WB wB Drama Jean Muir-G. Oliver Nick Grinde 66 7/21 
G/25 /37 DEVIL IS DRIVING Col Col Melodrama R. Dix-Joan Perry H. Lachman 69 7/7 
dirk GIRLS CAN PLAY Ralph Cohn Col Comedy J. Wells-C. Quigley L. Hillyer 69 6/30 
’ SWEETHEART OF THE NAVY B. F. Zeidman GN Comedy Eric Linden-C. Parker D. Mansfield 63 7/7 
CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS L. D. Lighton MGM Spectacle F. Bartholomew-Spencer Tracy V. Fleming 115 5/19 
LAST 'FRAIN FROM MADRID G. M. Arthur Par Drama L. Ayres-D, Lamour J. Hogan 85 6/23 
YOU CAN’T BEAT LOVE Robert Sisk RKO Rom-Com P. Foster-J. Fontaine C. Cabanne 60 6/30 
A LAW MAN IS BORN A. W. Hackel Rep Western J. M. Brown-I. Meredith Sam Newfield 61 V/7 
SING AND BE HAPPY M. H. Feld 20th Musical J. Davis-A. Marin H. Lehrman 67 6/23 
LOVE IN A BUNGALOW E. M. Asher U Rom-Com N. Grey-K. Taylor Ray McCarey 67 7/7 
ANOTHER DAWN WB WE Rom-Dr K. Francis-E, Flynn W. Dieterle 73 6/23 
7/2/37 A FIGHT TO THE FINISH R. Cohn Col Action D. Perry-R. Keith Cc. C. Coleman 58 7/7 
Soctin ONE MAN JUSTICE H. L. Decker Col Western C. Starrett-B. Weeks Leon Barsha 
ROARING TIMBER R. Flothow Col Outdoor Jack Holt-G. Bradley Phil Rosen 67 7/14 
RIDERS OF THE ROCKIES Ed Finney GN Western Tex Ritter R. N. Bradbury 
THE EMPEROR’S CANDLESTICKS J. Considine MGM Rom-Dr Powell-Rainer G. Fitzmaurice 95 6/30 
THIRTEENTH MAN Lon Young Mene Mystery W. Heyburn-I. Courtney W. Nigh 8/4 
MIDNIGHT MADONNA E. Cohen Par Melodrama W. William-M. Correll |. Flood 56 7/21 
FORLORN RIVER Par Par Western L. Crabbe-June Martel C. Barton 55 
NEW FACES OF 1937 Edward Small RKO Musical M. Berle-J. Penner-H. Hilliard Leigh Jason 105 7/7 
SLAVE SHIP N. Johnson 20th Spectacle W. Baxter-W. Beery-E. Allen Tay Garnett $0 6/23 
DARK JOURNEY V. Saville UA Drama C. Veidt-V. Leigh-J. Gardner V. Saville 
I COVER THE WAR Trem Carr U Drama J. Wayne-D. Barclay-G. Gaze A. Lubin 69 7/7 
i SINGING MARINE L. Edelman WB Musical D. Powell-D. Westen Ray Enright 105 7/7 
7/9 37 THE TWO OF US Gainsborough Git Rom-Com J. Hulbert-Gina Male Lynn Shores 
: THE SHADOW STRIKES Alexanders GN Mystery R. LaReocque-L. Anders G. Seiiz 61 7/14 
BETWEEN TWO WOMEN MGM MGM Drama Tone-V. Bruce-M. O’Sullivan R. Sievenson 87 
HOOSIER SCHOOLBOY K. Goldsmith Mene Drama M. Rooney-F. Shields W. Nigh 62 6/30 
WILD MONEY Par Par Com-Dr E. E. Horton-L, Campbell Louis King 70 8/4 
ON AGAIN, OFF AGAIN L. Marcus RKO Comedy Wheeler-Woolsey-E. Muir Edw. Cline 66 
BORN RECKLESS M. H. Feld 20th Melodrama B. Denlevy-R. Hudson M. St. Clair 66 7/21 
WESTBOUND LIMITED McRae-Koenig U Rom-Dr L. Talbot-P. Rowles F. Beebe 
PUBLIC WEDDING WB WB Com-Dr J. Wyman-M. Wilson Nick Grinde 
EMPTY HOLSTERS WB WB Western D. Foran-P. Walthall B. Eason 
7/16/37 IT CAN’T LAST FOREVER H. L. Decker Col Rom.-Com, R. Bellamy-B. Furness Ham. MacFadden 68 7/7 
‘ KING SOLOMON’S MINES GB GB Spectacle A. Lee-R. Young-Rebeson R. Stevenson 80 6/30 
BOOTS OF DESTINY Condor GN Western Ken Maynard A. Rosson 59 7/28 
BLAZING BARRIERS K. Goldsmith Mono Drama F. Coghlan-E. Arnold, Jr. A. Scotte 
RIDERS OF THE DAWN R. N. Bradbury Mone Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
TOPPER Hal Roach MGM Comedy C. Bennett-R. Young N. MacLeod 4% 7/14 
EASY LIVING A. Hornblow, Jr. Par Comedy J. Arthur-R, Milland M. Leisen 88 7/7 
SUPER SLEUTH Edw. Small RKO Mystery J. Oakie-A. Sothern Ben Stoloff 15 7/14 
THE RED ROPE A. W. Hackel Rep Western Bob Steele-L. January S. Roy Luby 6a 7/2 
THE CALIFORNIAN Sol Lesser 20th Western R. Arlen-R. Cortez Gus Meins 59 7/1 
EVER SINCE EVE Cosmo Ws Ram-Com M. Davies-R. Montgomery L. Bacon 77 6/30 
7/23/37 RENDEZVOUS IN ALPS J. Hagen GN ' Rom-Dr J. Baxter-A, Bushel B. Vorhaus 
. SARATOGA Hyman-Emerson MGM Rom-Dr Gable-Harlow Jack Conway 90 7/14 
PARADISE ISLE Dorothy Reid Mono Drama Mevita-W. Hull A. G. Collins 73 7/28 
RUSTLER’S VALLEY H. Sherman Par Western William Boyd Nate Watt 58 7/7 
THE BIG SHOT Maury Cohen RKO Comedy C. Witherspoon-Kibbee Edw. Killy 60 
THE LADY ESCAPES L. L. Landau 20th Rom-Com M. Whalen-G. Stuart Eugene Forde 
KNIGHT WITHOUT ARMOR A. Korda UA Drama Dietrich-Robert Donat J. Feyder $9 6/16 
TOWN SCOUT WB wR Comedy D. Woods-J. Madden Louis King 
7/30/37 A DANGEROUS ADVENTURE W. MacDonald Col Action D. Terry-R. Keith D. R. Lederman 
WHERE THERE’S A WILL Gainsborough GR Rom-Dr Will Hay-Lilli Paimer M. Varnell 
SMALL TOWN BOY Zion Myers GN Comedy S. Erwin-J. Compton Glenn Tryon 
LONDON BY NIGHT S. Zimbalist | MGM Mystery L. G. Carroll-R. Johnson W. Thiele 70 8/4 
LEGION OF MISSING MEN I. E. Chadwick Meno Drama Ralph Forbes H. McFadden ‘ 
‘ EXCLUSIVE Ben Glazer Par Melodrama F. MacMurray-F. Farmer Al Hall 7/21 
i TOAST OF NEW YORK Edw. Small RKO Rom-Dr E. Arnold-F. Farmer-Oakie Rowland V. Lee $3 7/14 
_ WEE WILLIE WINKIE Gene Markey 20th Drama S. Temple-V. McLagien John. Ford 105 6/30 
VOGUES OF 1938 W. Wanger UA Musical W. Baxter-J. Bennett I. Cummings 8/4 
THE ROAD BACK Grainger-Whale we Drama J. King-B. Read-A. Devine J. Whale 105 6/23 
MARRY THE GIRL WB WEB Comedy Mary Boland-H. Herbert Wm. McGann 8/4 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND AT BAY Rep Rep Melodrama J. Ledge-D. Mackaill Norman Lee 8/4 
€/6/37 BLONDE TROUBLE Par Par Musical L. Overman-E. Whitney G. Archainbaud 8/4 
} REPORTED MISSING E. M. Asher U Melodrama Wm, Gargan-J.: Rogers M. Carruth 
; RANGER STEPS IN Col Col Western B. Allen-E. Stewart S. G. Bennett 
| MYSTERY OF HOODED HORSEMAN Ed Finney GN Western Tex Ritter Ray Taylor 8/4 
THE GOOD EARTH I. Thalberg MGM Drama Paul Muni-Luise Rainer S. Franklin 140 2/10 
THE OUTER GATE I. E. Chadwick Mone Drama Ralph Forbes H. MacFadden 
WINDJAMMER G. Hirliman RKO Action George O’Brien-C. Worth Ewing Scott 
' BOOTHILL BRIGADE A. W. Hackel 20th Western J. M. Brown-C. Rochelle Sam Newfield 
i YOU CAN’T HAVE EVERYTHING L. Schwab UA Musical Alice Faye-Ritz Bros. Ameche N. Taurog 104 7/28 
STELLA DALLAS S. Goldwyn VB Drama Stanwyck-Boles King Vidor 70 7/28 
SAN QUENTIN WB Rep Melodrama P. O’Brien-H. Bogart L. Bacon 100 7/28 
q SEA RACKETEERS A. Schaefer Rep Melodrama W. Heyburn-J. Madden H. MacFadden 
0/13/37 ARTISTS AND MODELS _ L. E. Gensler Par Musical J. Benny-G. Patrick Raoul Walsh 8/4 - 
: LOVE TAKES FLIGHT Condor GN Rom-Com B. Cabot-Beatrice Roberts Conrad Nagel 
LUCK OF ROARING CAMP J. H. Steele Mono Outdoor O. Davis, Jr.-J. Woodbury I. V. Willat 
HIDEAWAY Cliff Reid RKO Drama F. Stone-M. Lord Richard Rosson 60 7/21 
’ ONE MILE FROM HEAVEN Sol Wurizel 20th Rom-Dr C. Trevor-S. Blane Allan Dwan 68 7/21 
4) HANDY ANDY (Reissue) Sol Wurtzel 20th Comedy W. Rogers-R. Taylor D. Butler 
DANCE, CHARLIE, DANCE . WB WwB Comedy S. Erwin-Jean Muir F. McDonald 
i DEVIL’S SADDLE LEGION WB WB Western Dick Foran-Ann Nagel B. Connolly 
i { 20/87 SHE’S NO LADY B. P. Schulberg Par Melodrama Dvorak-John Trent C. Vidor 65 
t ‘ OUTLAWS OF THE ORIENT Col Cel Outdoor J. Holt-Mae Clark E. B. Schoedsack 
7 KING OF THE SIERRAS Condor GN Western Thunder and Rex A. Rosson 
q SHADOWS OF THE ORIENT L. Darmour Mone Drama R. Toomey-E. Ralston B. Lynwood 
BROADWAY MELODY OF ’38 Jack Cummings MGM Musical R. Taylor-E. Powell-S. Tucker R. Del Ruth 
‘| FLIGHT FROM GLORY Robert Sisk RKO Action O. Stevens-W. Bourne D. Silverstein 
¢ LOVE UNDER FIRE N. Johnson 20th Rom-Com L. Young-D. Ameche G. Marshall 
: MR. DODD TAKES THE AIR M. LeRoy WwB Rom-Com K. Baker-J. Wyman A. E. Green 85 7/28 
s FOOTLOOSE HEIRESS WB WB Rom-Com C. Reynolds-A. Sheridan Win. Clemens 
: GOD’S COUNTRY AND MAN R. N. Bradbury Mone Outdoor T. Keene-C. Henry R. N. Bradbury 
HOPALONG RIDES AGAIN H. Sherman Par Western William Boyd L. Selander 
‘ PUBLIC COWBOY NO. 1 S. C. Siegel Rep Western Gene Autry-S. Burnette J. Kane 
© /27 /37 IT’S ALL YOURS W. Perlberg Cel. Comedy M. Carroll-F, Lederer E. Nugent 
j KING SOLOMON’S MINES GB GB. Spectacle A. Lee-R. Young-Robeson R. Stevenson &6 6/30 
TRAILING TROUBLE Condor GN Western Ken Maynard A. Rosson 
BAD GUY Harry Rapf MGM Melodrama B. Cabot-J. Chatburn E. Cahn 
WHERE THE WEST BEGINS R. N. Bradbury Mone Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
ATLANTIC FLIGHT William Berke Mone Western D. Merrill-Lambie William Nigh 
ON SUCH A NIGHT E. Cohen Par, Melodrama K. Morley-G. Richards E. A. Dupont 
MAKE A WISH ' . Sol Lesser RKO Musical B. Breen-B. Rathbone K. Neumann 
THINK FAST, MR. MOTO S. Wurtzel 20th Melodrama Lorre-V. Field Norman Foster 
WESTERN GOLD S. Wurizel 20th Western S. Ballew-H. Angel H. Bretherton 
DEAD END S. Goldwyn UA Drama S. Sidney-J. McCrea William Wyler 4@ 6/4 
85 7/21 


CONFESSION WB WwB Rom-Drama K. Francis-I. Hunter Joe May 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hoilywood, Aug. 3. 

Major lots hit a sizzling midsummer production pace, as predicted in 
Variety some time ago, with 50 films before the cameras in the last two 
weeks. Paramount headed the list with eight in work, including five new 
ones, three going to preview in the fortnight. Warners had five previewed 
and started one new picture, making a total of four before the lenses. 
Metro started three and had seven in work, previewing two, while RKO- 


Radio kept seven going in and took a duo into the preview houses. At | 





Par Strike | 





(Continued from page 5) 


Lapasiteben, two were started, five in work, two others previewed. Para-|the day a theatre shows Par pix; 


| mount led the cutting activities, with 14 in hands of the editors, 
| had 9, Republic 10, Warners 13, Universal 11. 


| Recapitulation of previews shows Columbia had two, Monogram one, e. 
.. | Metro two, Paramount three, RKO two, United Ariists one, and Warners | court yesterday that the restraining 


i five. Films being edited total 76, and preparaticns totaling 91. 





Columbia 


Five in work, 9 editing, 9 preparing. In work: 

‘THE AWFUL TRUTH,’ ‘V1LL TAKE ROMANCE,’ reported Variety 
July 7. Started: 

‘PARK AVENUE DAME,’ produced by Irving Briskin unit, associate 
producer, Wallace MacDonald; directed by Al Rogell, original by Robert 
T. Shannon, screenplay by Michael Simmons. Cast: Richard Arlen, Fay 
Wray, Mary Russell, Wyn Cahoon, Gene Morgan, Thurston Hall, Mare 
Lawrence, George McKay. 

Stery revolves around the efforts of Richard Arlen, a commercial pho- 
tographer, whose business has gone to pot, to free Fay Wray, playgir] heir- 
ess, from suspicion of having committed a double murder. With the police 
about to charge her with the crimes, Arlen uses his skill as a cameraman 
to ferret out the real murderer, a jealous suitor of Miss Wray. Arlen 
and the heiress fall in love and are married. 

‘RIVER OF MISSING MEN,’ produced by Larry Darmour, directed by 
Lew Collins, original by Bernard McConville, screenplay by Tom Kil- 





patrick. Cast: Jack Holt, Wynne Gibson, C. Henry Gordon, William Paw-| BULLDOG DRUMMOND COMES BACK,’ reported July 21. 


ley, Jack LaRue, Ed Brophy, Charles Lane, Arthur Hohl, Lucien Prival. 

Story has Jack Holt playing a dual role as a G-Man and pretended | 
criminal. Wynne Gibson, a G-Woman, poses as Holt’s gunmoll wife in 
their efforts to capture the gang, led by William Pawley and Jack LaRue. | 
Holt and Drake escape from prison, and Drake leads him to the criminals’ | 
hideout, an abandoned mine. Because the gangsters believe Holt has 
$200,000 cached away, proceeds of a bank robbery, they do not let him 
out of their sight. His masquerade is exposed and he fights his way to 
freedom, with the assistance of Miss Gibson, trapping the gang. 

‘WOMEN OF THE NIGHT,’ produced by Ralph Cohn, directed by C. C. | 
Coleman, Jr:, original by Leslie White, screenplay by Robert Cohen. Cast: | 
Don Terry, Jacqueline Wells, Art Loft, Russell Hicks, Rita Hayworth, 
Ruth Hilliard, Thurston Hall. 

Story relates battle of Don Terry, undercover Government agent, to | 
get the goods on Art Loft, gangster, who opertaes a crooked nitery, ex-| 
ploiting girls. Terry starts a rival club, and Jacqueline Wells, his co- 
worker, gets a job as hostess with Loft. Terry finally forces Loft to join | 
him as partner. Loft gets wise to Miss Weils’ identity and plots to have | 
her taken for a ride, then to frame Terry. Terry discovers the plot and | 
saves the girl, whom he loves. 

Readied to start: ‘I MARRIED AN ARTIST.’ 


Grand National 


Four in work, none editing, 8 preparing. In work: 

‘SOMETHING TO. SING ABOUT,’ reported Variety, July 7. ‘RENFREW | 
OF THE MOUNTED,’ reported July 21. Started: 

‘HERE'S FLASH CASEY,’ produced by Max Alexander, directed by 
Lynn Shores, original by George Harmon Coxe, screenplay by John Krafft. 
Cast: Eric Linden, Boots Mallory, Cully Richards, Howard Lang, Harry 
Harvey, John Crehan, Holmes Herbert, Victor Adams, Matty Kemp, Su- 
zanne Kaaren, Dorothy Vaughn, Bryan Washburn, Jr., Maynard Holmes. 

Story pictures adventures of Eric Linden as newspaper candid camera- 
man in love with Boots Mallory, sob sister. Linden gets picture of Suzanne 
Kaaren, daughter of publisher, embraced by Matty Kemp. Linden battles 
a blackmail gang, and is suspected of being a crook. Boots clears him 
and Linden’s candid camera shots frustrate a blackmailing scheme. Linden | 
wins Boots. P 9 

*‘WALLABY JIM OF THE ISLANDS,’ produced by Bud Barsky, directed | 
by Charles Lamont, from an original by Albert Richards Wetjen, screen- 
play by Bennett R. Cohen. Cast: George Houston, Ruth Coleman, William 
von Brincken, Douglas Walton, Mamo Clark, Colin Campbell, Sid Saylor, 
Juan Toreno, Nick Thompson, Warner Richmond, Ed Gargan, Wilson 
Benge, Chris Martin. 

Stery depicts George Houston as a South Sea trader who has found a 
pearl bed. He agrees to escort Ruth Coleman and Douglas Walton, her 
fiance and his friend, to the steamer for the States. Meanwhile, Walton 
gambles and loses the money Jim had entrusted to him to buy a ship to 
go to the pearl bed. Ruth finds herself unwittingly helping Jim’s enemies 
and informs him of a plot to steal the pearls. Mamo, a native girl, falls 
for Jim. In the ensuing fight Walton recants his treachery and saves 
Jim’s life. Von Brincken, head of the thieves’ gang, is killed. Walton and 
Miss Coleman go back home and Jim stays behind to follow his carecr. 

Readied to start: ‘RETURN OF THE SHADOW,’ ‘FACE THE FACTS, 





In exciting chase Keene finally catches King, and they fight. 
thrown over precipice and the lovers are reunited. 


liam Nigh, from Josephine Bentham’s magazine story, with screenplay by 
Marian Orth. Cast: To be determined. 


Story starts when wealthy, petulant heiress, who has been left at the} otherwise. He 
They honeymoon 


church by her rich fiance, weds her lawyer for spite. 
at an exclusive hotel, and the heiress treats the marriage as a joke. H«¢ 


refuses to divorce her. A spectacled, studious guy, he makes over his char- | 
The old lover appears, and 


acter, and the girls at the resort go for him. 
the heiress discovers that.she has a yen for Henry. 


‘A BRIDE FOR HENRY,’ produced by Dorothy Reid, directed by Wil-| stop using Par. 


Columbia | newspaper ads, and trailers on 300 


screens. 
Judge Dickinson made clear in 


order did not in any way interfere 
with an exhibitor’s right to refuse 
dates or refuse to sign a contract. 


King is It only prevents ‘inducing, coercing 


or compelling’ other exhibitors to 
Golder demanded 
,.|removal of the word ‘inducing,’ but 
said he had no objection to the bill 
declared anyone has 
1a right to peacefully induce another 
not to do something. Judge Dickin- 
|} son agreed, and it is to rewrite this 
paragraph that the attorneys will 








. 


Readied to start: ‘THE MARINES ARE HERE,’ ‘WHERE THE WEST | ™eet in his chambers tomorrow. The 


BEGINS,’ ‘TWO WELL-DRESSED MEN,’ ‘GIRL OF THE LIMBERLOST.’ 





Paramount 





Eight in work, 14 editing, 11 preparing. In work: 


court made it very clear, however, 
that it won't allow picketing. 

Judge Dickinson said he had 
doub‘s concerning the court's juris- 
diction and that will have to be 
argued out next Wednesday. Golder 


‘EBB TIDE,’ reported Varicty June 16; ‘SOPHIE LANG GOES WEST,’ and | [@@icated he will contend that the 


Don Brodie. 


Story deals with further adventures of Lynne Overman, private detec- 
Over- 
Action pro- 
| ceeds at a fast pace with plot and counterplot to a suspenseful climax. 
‘LOVE ON TOAST,’ produced by Emanuel Cohen, directed by E. A. . 
Dupont, original and screenplay by Jane Storm, Richard Connell and planned to picket these. 
Doris Malloy. Cast: Stella Ardler, John Payne, Grant Richards, Katherine | Outside of Philly, 101 


tive, and Roscoe Karns, newspaper reporter, in political campaign. 
man, flirting with Muriel Hutchison, learns of blackmail plot. 


‘Sugar’ Kane, Isabel Jewell, Luis Alberni. 


Story is farce about what happens when soda jerker wins a popularity | four New Jersey 
Stella Ardler engineers the contest and John Payne winsit. Payne| those at thea 
has to select ‘Miss Brooklyn’ in combo with self, ‘Mr. Manhattan,’ and 
Miss Adler is in love with Grant ppg hey appar- 
cnily and Payne, who loves Stella, decides to marry Miss Kane to hide his] .,., ‘Cy: lain oy 
In a series of whew misunderstandings the true lovers are| °'° UMPTO; Lewen Pizor, Charles 
| brought together. 


contest. 
picks ‘Sugar’ Kane. 


chagrin. 


Started: Sherman and 
‘PARTNERS IN CRIME’ (finished) produced by general office, directed | !a\vs, under which the 
by Ralph Murphy, based on Kurt Steel's novel, screenplay by Garneit| Was granted 
Weston. Cast: Lynne Overrnan, Roscoe Karns, Muriel Hutchison, Anthony 
Quinn, Charles Holton, Lucien Littlefield, Inez Courtney, June Brewster, 


Clayton anti-trust 
injunction 


. do not apply. 


107 Indie Pleaged 

In Philly the strike is about 96% 
effective, with 107 indies having 
Signed pledges. All houses but 
Warner Bros.’ 80 and William Gold- 
man’s two are in. It had been 
In Pennsy, 
indies have 
contributed and pulled dates. Forty- 
houses, excluding 
seashore, which will 
start their strike Sept. 7, have signed. 
Defendants in the injunction suit 
Segall, Abe 


Sablosky, George 


‘BLOSSOMS ON BROADWAY,’ formerly ‘PARK AVENUE FOLLIES,’| 42'°"S, David Barrist, Luke Gring, 


produced by B. P. Schulberg, directed by Richard Wallace, original by Ben Fertel, Norman Lewis, 


Mike 


George Auerbach. Cast: Edward Arnold, Shirley Ross, John Trent. Eddie| Lessy and Ben Amsterdam, officers 
Bartell, Jimmy Hollywood, Rufe Davis, Lew Fields, Joe Weber, William] and directors of UMPTO: Exhibitors 


Frawley, Frederick Clark. 


Story deals with adventures of Edward Arnold, slick promoter, who 


poses an ally, Shirley Ross, as a rich woman from the west to put over a 
$1,000,000. swindle. 
ley exposes Arnold 

‘ARIZONA AMES,’ produced by general manager's office, directed by 


Charles Barton, based on novel by Zane Grey, screenplay by Robert Yost | !¢y Peters, Joe 
and Stuart Anthony. Cast: Gilbert Roland, Marsha Hunt, Charles Bick-| Morris Stiefel, Louis 


ford, Monte Blue, J. Carrol Naish, Barlowe Borland. 


Stery concerns adventures of Gilbert Roland and James Craig, sole sur- 
The two 


vivors of massacre by outlaw band of which Bickford is chief. 


John Trent finally wins Shirley after William Fraw- 


George Rosrick, Harry Fried, Wil- 
liam Spiegel, Joseph S. Hebrew, 
Samucl Somerson, Ray O'Rourke 
(former Par salesman), George 
Nandascher; William H. Wolf, Stan- 
Foreman Corbett, 
Rovner, and 
Benjamin Shindler; Amusements, 
Inc., of Pennsylvania, Great North- 


eS . e Ti 2atre, I P.. "iogs t “o. 
grow up to manhood. Roland finds Bickford, recognizing him by a tell- rn Theatre, Inc., Tioga Theatre Co, 


tale scar. 
Marsha Hunt as his bride. 


ae. Waa baa ‘ ., 
He pursues Bickford, who falls to his death off a cliff, and wins Inc., Rex Theatre Amus. Co., Inc, 


Victoria Amus. Enzterprises, Inc., 


‘WELLS FARGO,’ produced and directed by Frank Lloyd, original and| Supreme Amus. Co., Inc., Jenkin- 


screenplay by Howard Estabrook and others. 
lowe Borland. 


treaty, California gold rush and winning of the west. 


ment. 
wife a traitor, becomes estranged from her. 
man carries a featured role in the story. 

McCrea and Miss Dee brings them together, again. 





‘SO THIS IS HOLLYWOOD,’ ‘SECOND WALLABY JIM,’ ‘GORGEOUS,’ 
“FRONTIER TOWN.’ 


—_——— 
| 
| 
| 

~ } 


, editing, preparing. In work: 

CONQUEST,” Pron PIMADAME WALEWSKA,” reported Vartrry. | 
March 10; ‘DOUBLE WEDDING,’ reported June 16; ‘THE BRIDE WORE 
RED,’ reported June 22; ‘BIG CITY,’ reported July 21. Started: q ‘ 

‘MADAME X,’ produced by James K. McGuinness, directed , 
Wood, from the stage play by Alexandre Bisson, screenplay by — 
Meehan. Cast: Gladys George, Warren William, John Beal, Henry en . 
Philip Reed, George Zucco, Emma Dunn, Willam Henry, Lynne Carver, 
Ruth Hussey. ; 

Story is familiar one of mothér love and sacrifice, with Gladys George 
cast as the wife of Warren William, French lawyer and politician. Threat- 
ened with scandal, Miss George leaves home. She is seen. in glamorous 
settings as a governess on the Riviera, on a millionaire’s yacht, in a New 
Orleans waterfront cafe, and in Buenos Aires. She kiils Henry Daniell, 
who threatens to blackmail her husband, and her son, John Beal. defends 
her. At the climax of the powerful courtroom scene she dies. 

‘MY DEAR MISS ALDRICH,’ no producer_credit, directed by George 
Seitz, no writer credits. Cast: Edna May Oliver, Maureen O'Sullivan. 
Janet Beecher, Walter Pidgeon, Rita Johnson, Lya Lys. Charles Grapewin. 
Brent Sargent, Walter Kingsford. ae 

Story is comedy in which Miss Oliver, a Nebraska schoolteacher, ~ 
herits N. Y. newspaper. Walter Pidgeon. managing editor, is no 
Pidgeon falls in love with Janet Beecher, Miss Oliver's Sen, Sane y 
situations grow out of Miss Beecher’s yearning to be a reporter. _ rd 
Pidgeon and Miss Beecher score a tremendous news beat and all end: 
aie wwe.’ formerly ‘THIS IS MY WIFE,’ no producer credit, ec tr me 
by Errol Taggart, no writing credits. Cast: George Murphy, Josephine 
Hutchinson, Suzanne, Cliff Edwards, Sidney Blackmer, Toby Wing, Ger- 
trude Michael, Leonard Penn, John Wray, Helen Jerome Eddy. Soy im 

Story revolves ’round unusual situation in which managing pen or o! 
ws Ea ‘newspaper is having affair with wife of his ace reporter while a 
crack girl reporter on the sheet loves the deceived husband. 








In series 4 
: : F igious faker, the tangled | 
colorful episodes involving the exposure of a religious jaker. ie 
affections of the principals are cleared up, the gy eng — dl —— 
a one-way ticket to Reno, and the two reporters are FA ame? . 
Readed io start: ‘ROAD SHOW’ and ‘LIVE, LOVE A! aN. 


Monogram 


Two in work, 2 editing, 9 preparing. Started: 
‘GOD’S COUNTRY AND THE MAN,’ produced and directed by Robert | 
N. Bradbury, original and screenplay by Robert Emmett. Cast: Tom Keene, 
Betty Compson, Charlotte Henry, Charles King. Se 
Story depicts Tom Keene as the son of man who has been murdered | 
by Charles King. King also has thrown over Betty Compson, so when 
Keene and Miss Compson meet they plot vengeance. Miss Compson opens | 
a dancehall to entrap King, who, meanwhile, shoots down the town black- 
smith. Keene falls in love with Charlotte Henry, blacksmith’s daughter. 





RKO-Radio 


Seven in work, 5 editing, 9 preparing. In work; 





Cast: Joen McCrea, Frances | town 
Dee, Bob Burns, Lloyd Nolan, Mary Nash, Ralph Morgan, Henry O'Neill. | Theatre Co., Inc 
Johnny Mack Brown, Porter Hall, Robert Cummings, June Martel, Bar- 


Story recreates epic of transportation and communication in this coun- 
try from 1844 to 1870 and includes the Mexican war; Civil war, Oregon 
Joel McCrea is 4/7 guics Linker. Inc 
young express messenger who grows up with the country, meets Frances | “OU!S “!PKer, Ane. 
Dee, southern belle, and wins her away from Johnny Mack Brown, her ; 
affianced. McCrea and his wife settle in San Francisco and raise a family. | T¢sttain trade, but not as defendants, 
Miss Dee's mother, Mary Nash, a southerner, plots to waylay a gold ship-| because they live out of the juris- 

Brown is killed in the ensuing battle, and McCrea, believing his | diction of the District Court, are Pete 
Bob Burns as an old plains- 
At the finish the daughter of 


Theatres Corp., Refkowich 
. Sansom Amus. Co., 
Ine., Avenue Theatre Co., Inc., Pena 
Jersey Amus. Corp. Trenton Or- 
pheum Corp., Hunt's Gaiety, Inc., 
Hunt’s Centre St. Theatre, Inc., and 


Named in the bill as conspiring to 


Wood, secretary of Ohio ITO: Fred 
J\ Herrington, secretary of MPTO of 


Readied to start: ‘THE BUCCANEER,’ ‘YOU AND ME,’ ‘PRISON FARM? | W<stern Pennsy; M. A. Rosenberg, 


president of MPTO of Western 
Pennsy; Lee Newberry, president of 
Allied of New Jersey; Charles Olive, 
president of Allied of D.C.; E. G. 
Levy, secretary of MPTO of Con- 
nectieut; R, B. Blair, president of As- 


‘MUSIC FOR MADAME,’ ‘STAGE DOOR,’ reported Varicrty June 23.| sociated:Theatre Owners of Indiana; 


(Continued on page 27) 


H. M. Richey, secretary of Allicd of 
Michigan; David Gilman, officer of 








PRODUCTION TABLE. 
(This table shows number of features promised to be delivered 
to exhibitors by the major distributing organizations, and the inde- 
pendent producers contributing product to their producing organiza- 
tions for the 1936-37 season.) 
Balance 
Pix tebe Steries 
Number Pix now placed in 
Preducers and Number now new inthe before prep- 
contributing of pix com- in cutting § the ara- 
companies. promised. pleted. work. reoms. cameras. tion. 
COLUMBIA ..... scien aed 50 33 4 x 5 9 
Larry Darmour........ 8 % 1 1 3 3 
GRAND NATIONAL.... 65 8 4 be 53 4 
oe a * hidenncgnoeee 43 32 3 ’ q 1 
al Roach....... ereese 4 4 : ° 
MONOGRAM...... Baas Pe . F Place « ;: 
PARAMOUNT ........+. 48 50 4 '¥ ze 
BR. P. Schulberg.....-- 8 5 1 1 1 1 
Fmanuel Cohen....... § 4 1 1 » » 
Harry Sherman....... 6 6 1 1 over > 
Frank Lioyd. ........- 1 1 l Lever 1 
RKO RADIO...... cooece 99 30 6 pe ‘# ~ 
David Loew...... TTT ys 2 9 ; . Ki 
George Hirliman...... 6 4 = ap ” » 
Sel Leseser........06. oe 3 2 1 ; 1 ever sx 
REPUBLIC .......cccns e 55 *4 »~ 10 12 10 
A. W. Hackel......... - 16 16 ” ay nay 
20TH CENTURY-FOX... 63 74 4 6 2l over 
Sel Lesser......... osee’ © 5 1 
UNITED ARTISTS: 
Samuel Goldwyn...... 7 4 2 ia 1 9 
Walt.r Wanger.......-- 7 5 » oe 1 9 
Selznick ..... 90000e6e 5 3 2 + 
E. Bergner...... saves 1 aye 
Criteriom ........ poses 2 
Korda London.......-- 6 ree we : 
UNIVERSAL ....ce.+-+5 36 37 2 ll 14 ever 7 
Buck Jones.......+++-: 6 6 ‘6 ie - 
WARNERS ....cscceess 60 15 4 13 32 ever 10 
DOMES ccccccccccics Ge 432 59 56 29 76 





Northwestern Allied; Herman Blum, 
officer of Allied of Maryland; 
Charles Roth and Ben Pitts, officers 
of MPTO of Virginia; Abraham F, 
Myers, counsel of Allicd States As- 
sociation; George W. Erdman, secre- 
tary of Cleveland Exhibitors’ Asso- 
ciation; Allied Theatre Owners of 
New Jerwy, Inc.; and MPTO of 
Western Pennsylvania, Ine. 

_ All those named were at the meet- 
ing held at the Hotel Carlton in 
Washington, June 29, to get the 
strike under way. Included in the 
bill of complaint is a photostat of the 
minutes of that meeting. There are 
also photostats of letters and post- 
cards sent out by the Philly UMPTO, 
pix of the sound trucks and of ‘Con- 
tact,’ their bulletin, photostat of a 
notice of a meeting of Allied of 
N. J., a letter sent by MPTO of 
Western Pennsy, and a report of Pet 
Woods at the Washington conference. 





Minneapolis, Aug. 3. 

As picketing of the Paramount 
exchange and theatres showing 
Zukor company pictures got under 
way in the northwest, Allied play- 
date strike both sides began issuing 
bulletins for distr.bution to the 
trade. 

The Northwest Allied bulletins 
| have been namin? exhibitors who 
have cancelled Paramount playdates 
| and agreed not to purchase any of 
| the product until the sirike is sete 
| tled. A postal issued by Ben Blotcky, 
| Paramouat district and branch mane 
j; ager, lists theatres continuing te 
| play his pictures and making newe- 











j season deals. 
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BROADWAY MELO DY OF 1938” 
 Mortiog: 
ROBERT TAYLOR & ELEANOR POWELL 
SOPHIE Tucker TS OY. ORM Gate 100k Gon 
RAYMOND WALBURN «+ ROBERT BENCHLEY - Wile HOWAI 2 
: CHARLEY GRAPEWIN + ROBERT WILDHACK oe 
= Screen Play by Jack McGowan 
rected by Roy Del Ruth Produced by Jack Cummings 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 





























LEO’S MENU 
The Fat of The Land! 


Comedy— 
“A DAY AT THE RACES” 
fiead Siew 
“CAPTAINS 
COURAGEOUS"’ 
Mystery— 
“EMPEROR'S 
CANDLESTICKS” 
Historical Drame— 
“PARNELL” 
Romance— 
“SARATOGA” 
Novelty— 
“TOPPER” 
Orama— 
“BETWEEN TWO WOMEN” 
Road Shew Epic— 
“THE GOOD EARTH” 
De luxe Musical 
“BROADWAY MELODY 
OF 1938” 
Etc., etc. 


CHEF'S NOTE: 
These hot weather dishes ore very fl! 
ing to your theatre. They ore therefore 


RTY 








very fattening to your bonk occount! 


— 
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That Certain Woman 


(Continued from page 19) 


ja love with a wealthy young wastrel 
and marries him on the promise he 
will get himself a job and settle 
down. His father interposes after 
the wedding, and compels the young 
woman to reveal her past, The mar- 
is annulled, and the girl re- 


jage : 
ns to her job. A son is born. 
Young husband marries again, this 


time a nice girl who is badly crip- 
pled in a honeymoon automobile 
smashup. The girl’s employer is 
taken seriously ill, escapes from his 
attendants, goes to the girl's apart- 
ment in a delirium and dies. The 
succeeding scandal brings back the 
wastrel youth, now reformed, to help 
his one-time wife, and he meets his 
four-year-old son for the first time. | 
Angry grandfather pursues and starts 
proceedings for the legal possession 
ot the child on the ground of its} 
mother’s unfitness. The mother gives 
up the boy to his father. In the 
end, tears are dried when the couple 
is reunited following the death of the 
crippled wife. 

It's a synthetic tale that does not 
stand up under too close analysis. 
Goulding has a way of avoiding ex- 
planations by jumping his characters 
over time periods and_ starting 
anew with a new set of premises. 
The story deficiencies are not so im- 
portant, however, because the char- 
acters are made credible by Miss 
Davis and the cast, and by Gould- 
ing’s smooth direction. 

[lan Hunter as the girl’s employer, 
and Henry Fonda as the boy in the 
case are excellent. The casual man- | 
ner of their acting gives emphasis | 
to their scenes. Donald Crisp, whose | 
appearance in character roles is be- 
coming a matter of real public in- | 
terest, plays the boy’s father with | 
fine restraint. All the others are | 
good. 

The production has class and at- | 
mosphere, splendid photography and 
a carefully written musical score by 





Max Steiner. Flin, 
Warner Bros. production and release 
Stars Dick Foran; features Helen Valkis. | 
Divectead by Noel Smith. Sereenplay, John | 
TY, Neville: original, Anthony Coldeway. | 
Camera, Ted McCord; editor, Frederick B. 
Richards: somes, M, K. Jerome and Jack | 
Seholl \t Liberty, Lincoln, dual, Run- | 
ning time, SS mins, 
PPP ere eric tye enn ee Dick Foran | 
BRATDREM 2. vss ecebesseedessocs Helen Valkis 
Aunt Sarah eecccccdecccece Mira Mckinney | 
Sit HOSS. we cciccvesecccssces John Merton | 
POOP iccevieee $60 60006 Benes Glen Strange | 
BEANO gc cccscesceesecccs .»- Kenneth Harlan 
_ | errr rrrere riers » Milton Kibbee 
PUM ce cccccccccecdesesteosses Gordon Hart 
PEO ccc cccédeecedgecoecetsces Harry Otho 
DROS 5 vc scvdoveceaevetiesss Wilfred Lucas 


| 


‘Blazing Sixes’ is the latest stirring | 
of the herbs and sagebrush in fami- 
liar fashion to make a typical, if | 
not very good, western potion. It’s | 
the flimsiest ranger-robber concoc- 


tion the red-headed Dick Foran has 
thrown his lot with so far. 


Sent out as a Government agent 
to find out who is behind all the 
stage robberies in which gold ship- 
ments are looted, Foran hides under 
the mask of a bandit who preys 
on the real yeggs until they get so 
scared of his prowess that they join | 
with him. Then, by learning their | 
secrets and running faster than they | 
do when it comes time for the dou- | 
ble-X, he gets the gal, a grip from | 
his major, and all the pretties for a) 
fadeout. 


Helen Valkis and Mira McKinney 
carry the whole burden for the fem- | 
inine side, squared off with Foran | 
and Glen Strange. Strange and Miss | 
McKinney furnish the slight comedy. | 
Valkis girl doesn’t get much chance | 
to show what she can do. 

Mob leader is John Merton, badged 
with an evil mustache and a beetling 
brow, Around him are the regula- | 
tion WB western muggs. Music, of | 
which there is little, is pretty good. | 

Barn. 





Mystery of the Hooded 


Horsemen 
(WITH SONGS) 


(itand National release of Edward F. Fin- 


1 





Ney production, Features Tex’ Ritter and 
Iris) Meredith. Directed by Ray Taylor. | 
Screen play and original stery, Edmund | 


Kelso; musie by Fred Rose, Michael David, 


mystery by wearing 
hoods and terrorizing those who 
Stand in their way. Picture has the 
valuable mine, the stolen title to 
Ownership and the adventuresome | 
soul hailing from north of the Rio 
Grande who risks his life to right a | 
wrong. Only here, the lad from | 
Texas warbles effectively if inop- 
portunely. Film should fill the gap 
ou twin bills. 

Aside from familiar story develop- 
ments, some stilted acting and poor 
incorporation of obvious tune values, 
Hooded Horsemen’ stands out as in- | 

dicating nice possibilities for Tex ! 


| 
Tex Ritter and Frank Sanucci; camera, | 
Gus Peterson. Reviewed in Projection 
Room, N. ¥., July 28, '37, Running time, | 
ow. mins. 
PO TENS 640s cvssene $02 6engee Tex Ritter | 
Naney oer rrr rere he Iris Meredith 
tee PEE Err Horace Murphy 
RMON Sn 65 sa dedmes oe ée ¥see000 Charles King | 
NE Shines 656650054 eeeces Earl Dwire | 
POORSMING rena 6060994465008 .- Forrest Taylor | 
Aad ee eceeess Joseph Girard | 
Tout Wilson. ....... eeeccesesece Lafe saad 
_ This ambitious outdoor opus fol- | 
lows the contours of familiar west- | 
eras only that the bad men add some 
element of 
| 
! 


; over 


| melodies and satisfactory, 


Ritter, the righteous lad from Texas 
who outwits the mystery riders. 
Possessing an appealing voice which 
he manipulates skillfully, the lad 
gives hint of acting ability when 
given a chance. Ritter has a rugged 
physique and the personality and 
twang to go with his front cognomen. 
Properly groomed for future roles 
and permitted adequate story mate- 
rial, he looms as a coming western 
satellite. 

This vehicle, which has been given 
nice production, labors too strenuous- 
ly to cash in on Ritter’s vocalizing. 
Only in the introduction and sign- 
off does his singing seem to fit. 
Other places it is too obviously 
staged. and prolonged beyond all 
reason. His tunes, too, are all of the | 
same plaintive cowboy-ballad type. | 
Best is ‘Ride, Ride, Ride.’ 

Besides Ritter’s work, Horace | 
Murphy, in a semi-comical role as 
Tex’s pal, and Charles King, veteran 
western villain, vie for thespian 
honors. Former is good for several 
laughs and generally clean-cut ren | 

| 
| 





formance. King, though he’s been 
in so many oats operas that he can 
be identified as soon as he appears, 
does one of his better efforts. Iris 
Meredith is negligible as the heroine, 
through not being given half a chance. 
Late McKee, another familiar west- | 
ern figure, is bumped off before he | 
gets a break. Joseph Girard, Earl | 
Dwire and Forrest Taylor give limp | 
interpretations, 


Photography by Gus Peterson is a | 


shining example of what a clever 
cameraman can do outdoors. Pans | 
Wear. 


ind action shots are aces. 





Colony Pic release of Arthur Alexander 
production Stars Rex Bell, features Ma- 
rian Schilling Dave Sharpe, Earl Dwire, 
Laie McKee Directed hy Robert Hill, 
Stor, Paul Evan Lehman; screenplay, 
George VPivmpton; camera, Bob Cline: edi- 
toi Charl Rienkel At Kiva, Lincoln, | 
inal Running time, 60 mins | 
[LY PPVPTeRECTRUrerer recy. ‘ ..Rex Rell 
Oe See eer ee Ne Marian Schilling | 
DAG. « Kein vnceeenes oeuees eeeenee Dave Sharpe 
PROUIMOT. 65. ceciccnan eecceccess Karl Dwire 
Ds seer rrrrre y ters TT Sée0ee Late McKee 
SIAPAL. . ci vcs ceccdsews spews es Charles King 
Pusher... 5 iv tree debe ceeds Phil Dunham | 
POCOTEs oo ccc nagsnseeetatue Lane Chandler 
BEG TRMGIOOLE . «+ dca deeded tecus Dorothy Wood 


Cheap construction, the bane of all 
the Rex Bell productions of this 
series, hampers ‘Idaho Kid,’ even in 


Story of a son disowned by his 
father as a youth, reared by a neigh- 
bor for which the enmity of the 
father was the reward, is not bad. 
Son comes back after many years to 
find the two, still at war, fighting 
water rights. It becomes his 
job to square things. 

No one ever accused Bell of being 
much of an actor, and his accus- | 
tomed pace in performance is no |} 
help to this weakie. Most convincing 
of the cast is Earl Dwire, whose 
growls and threats are stomach-deep. 
He works in more western prints | 
than probably any other actor. 

Film is definitely bound for infre- | 
quent bookings, since it’s class C | 
among the regular hoss-op traffic, It | 
will need help in any playdate. | 

4 








arn, 


CINDERELLA 


(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, July 24. 


production and release. 
Stars Joan Warner; features Maurice 
Escande, Christiane Delyne and O'Dett. 
Directed by Pierre Caron. Scenario, Jean 
Montazel; music, Vincent Seotto; lyrics, 
Geo. Koger; dances, Harry Pileer; camera, 
Boris Kauffmann, At Paramount, Paris, 
July 16, '37. Running time, 84 mins. 

NUNN 6 She PRUE SCees baa ee Joan Warner 


DO. SUORY . ivcuecsvesades Christiane Delyne 
Gilbert... 


Forrester-Parant 


eevcece eoveeseces Maurice Escande 
pce EET eT ITY oe eee (Y Dett 
Madame Mataplan.......:. Jeanne FPuster-Gir 
Virginie Vitti Thee ee Suzanne Dehelly 
T SEER a Felix Paquet 
Monsieur Mataplan.......... .Paul Faivre 
NON: : Vawhas od chs cabce ee; Marcel Vallee 
(In French) 
Nothing particularly original or 


outstanding about this, but as an hon- 
est French attempt to produce a coun- 
terpart of an American musical film 
it deserves some credit. So, despite 
the weaknesses and 


et ee 


| 
| newspaper 





; With 
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columnist with a radio 
program. Opposite, Inez Courtney 
is his secretary. While that’s an old 
setup in pictures, the mystery stuff 
is played up, and there isn’t too 
much of the hackneyed hoopla about 
the columnist securing news beats. 
A crusading district attorney is 
killed by a poisoned dart of the sort 
used by Malay savages; the column- 
ist‘s newspaper sidekick is murdered 
about midway in the plot after track- 
ing down some convicting evidence 
on thé killer. Columnist takes over, 
tabs the murderer for the police and 
weds his secretary at the blow-off. 
The pace of the action is swift 
throughout and, while the lines 
aren’t limned in beauty nor winged 
wit, they’re serviceable and 
subordinated to the flow of the story. 
Miss Courtney forgets she was 


| once a mugging musical comedienne 


| and endows her 


inconsistencies, | 


‘Cinderella’ does represent a definite | 


step forward for French production. 
Its big fault is that it attempts to 
imitate, instead of originate. It is no 
b.o. wonder, but it still stands a good 
chance of garnering fair returns. 
Joan Warner, American blonde fan 
dancer, who makes her first appear- 
ance in a full-length film here, makes 
a wholesome and honest attempt to 
carry the light story around which 
the pix is woven, but 
warmness in certain scenes is notice- 


able, Night club and stage scenes 
jare commendable, as that is her 
metier, but hardly as much can be 
|said for others, where straight act- 


|ing is required. 


Somewhat threadbare 
poor working girl who becomes a 
star has too much to work with. 
Although Maurice Escande makes 
an admirable attempt to carry his 
part, he appears miscast as an 
astronomer, interested more in the 
heavens than in worldly matters, but 


story of a 


insufficient | 


who takes a tumble for the gal. | 
Suzanne Dehelly chalks up some | 


good comedy for her part, as does 
Paul Faivre as a moth-eaten 
fessor with some modern ideas, but 


O’Deit, local night club fave who 
co-starred with Miss Warner in a 
recent Casino de Paris revue, falls 
|short as a student at the Beaux 
| Arts. 

Best scene is a night club shot 


| where Miss Warner leads the bands 
of Jo Bouillon and Willie Lewis and | 


sas . “a :. | Raphael Medina sings some Spanish 
> wester ouses. Ss spott 

the estern houses. Film is spo Y | numbers. Dances set by Harry 

and movements are blurred until) pijcer are on the even side, while 

representing eye-strain for the ob- |shots of such scenes appear much 

server too stagey. Photography is suffi- 


cient, but lighting effects could have 
been improved. Hugo. 


PETER IM SCHNEE 


(‘Peter in the Snow’) 


(In German) 


It’s a Traudl Stark pic from begin- 
ning to end. Book provides a hand- 
ful of corking kid situations, com- 
petently megged and baby Traudl 


| handles her lines and business like 


Rootin’ Tootin’ Rhythm | 


Republic production 
Autry, features Burnette, | 
Armida, Monte Blue, Directed by Mark V, | 
Wright. Sereenplay, Jack Natteeford: story, | 
johnston Met‘ulley: camera, William 
Nobles; editer, Tony Martinelli. At Liberty, 


and 
Siniley 


release. 


Stars | 


(ene 


lincoln, dual, Running time, 60 mins, 

CHAS ciceeeeeeneneeeeres . Gene Autry | 
FrOm cocccccccccssescccce . Smiley Burnette | 
ROSA .cccccsccsccese PTETTITITT TTT Armida | 
Stallard cocccccccsccseesesveseses Monte Blue 
Band .ccccccecsesecd Al Clauser and Outlaws | 
MMO 6. c k406cceserenddase Hal Taliaferro | 
MALY cccecccevcsseveeeeereres Ann Pendelion 
Id owcéiceedcad4ss6ssatesn eres, Jr. | 
BAA 0.00060 eee vevecess TYTTTT Te Charles King | 
at |.) SPPPePETeRTTETTry Tt Frankie Marvin | 
WOE si caccudsssessvuce eeeee Nina Campana | 


Republic’s heftiest western grosser 
—Gene Autry—gets more cast atten- 
tion. better songwriters, and more 
story in ‘Rootin, Tootin Rhythm’ 
than ever before. Resuit shapes into 
a higher ciass hoss-musical and one | 
of Autry’s better efforts. 

Music forming, as it does, consid- 
erable of the film, Al Clauser’s Okla- 
homa Outlaws, string orch and sing- 
ing combo, rates a good deal of the | 
credit. Clauser and Autry, with the| 
help of Fleming Allen, Tex Hoepner | 
and Jack Natteford, penned the) 
songs. Most of them are pleasant 


Armida and Monte Blue are two 
in the cast who have name value 
besides the star. Armida adds some 
zest to the usual run-of-mill heroines 
who infest westerns with fair looks 
and little talent. Smiley Burnette, 
a part of the Autry standard retinue | 
now. lugs the comedy load in good | 
fashion. 

Story is a mixup. Autry and Bur | 
nette try to solve a cattle country 
problem by dressing in what they 
think are the clothes of two dead 
outlaws. The dead outlaws are really 
dead sheriffs dressed in outlaw garb, | 
so the boys find themselves in aj} 
muddle, suspected, chased, and shot 
at. Meantime, the real cow-purloin- | 
ers are in the togs of the law and} 
getting away with murder, literally | 
and figuratively. 

‘Rhythm’ will stand bearing down 
yn in western houses, Barn, 





la zestful 


a real trouper. Germany’s Shirley 
has won a big public for herself. 

Felix and Doris, love-smitten law- 
yers, are fighting each other on the 
same divorce case, latter agreeing 
to don the orange blossoms only if 
she loses. Warring clients, Lilly 
Flambach and spouse, are in reality 
nuts about each other, their only 
bone of contention being her paint- 
ing bug. Felix’s only hope of win- 
ning the case lies in keeping the 
couple separated until the trial, so 
he vamooses to the mountains with 
Flambach, taking his niece, Peter, 
along. 


pro- | tT 


romantic role with 
not only pretty sound acting, but an 
attractiveness she has _ not 
evinced in the past. Selmer Jackson 
as the newspaper proprietor is good. 
Milburn Stone as the murdered re- 
porter is fine; a new face in films, 
he may be seen more prominently 
in future. Matty Fain’s portrait of 
a leering racketeer is faithful to the 
film school of such toughies. 
Direction meets all its obligations. 
Camera work rather bleery often, 
and never very good. Bert. 


ACTION FOR SLANDER 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, July 22. 
K 


“ 
! 


I'nited 


Artists release of London Im- 
Alexander Korda production Stars Clive 
Brook Directed by Tim Whelan Story, 
Mary Borden from her novel of same 
name script Miles Malleson; cumera, 
Harry Stradling Al Adelphi London 
July 21, °37 Running time, S32) mins 
Major George Daviot Clive Brook 
Ann Daviot errr? ue Ann ‘Todd 
Joate Bradford § ..cccccseel Aargaretta Scott 
Captain Bradford .....ce-/ Arthur Margetson 
CSOT Sie cucdeeds bo 50442 Ronald Squire 
CHOWPONG 6565.60 d 6nd 006000 tees Percy Marmont 
GRPINe Av cedeiesce soeetueee Anthony Holles 
oy anec chase bh eeukes Morton Selten 
SEN. Gl d'n bs cthena dcnemeate Gus McNaughton 
Lord Pomtefract ..ccocscs ..Athole Stewart 
Cee (APRON ck. i ba 6kd sd Oks Allan Jeayes 
Bn erie Vitti Kate Cutler 


Sir Quinton Jessops lrancis Sullivan 


Member of House Party..Enid Stamp-Taylor 
Sie Bernard Romer. sc icccccess Frank Cellier 
There is a satisfactory complete- 


| ness about this picture, probably due | 


to the effective casting. Story is 


often | 


| Principal release of J ID 


HIT THE SADDLE 


(WITH SONGS) 

release of Nat Levine prodwec- 
tion, Stars Three Mesquiteers (Bob Living- 
ston, Kay Corrigan, Max Terhune), D>i- 
rected by Mack V. Wright. Adapted by 
Oliver Drake and Maurice Geraghty from 
novel by William Colt MacDonald; scenarist, 


Republic 





Drake; songs, Drake and Sam H. Stept; 
camera, Jack Marta, At Arena, N. Y., 
dual bill, July 25-27, °37, tunning time, 
tii mins. 
Stony Brooke............ Robert Livingesten 
co SS ae Peper .Ray Corrigan 
Lullaby Joslin...........+....Max Terhune 
ES Pe ey veer ere ce Rita Cansine 
INS 5 -u'Wig 6.0.6 ore «aa adorns 1. BP. MeGowan 
ES ES ee eee Kdward Cassidy 
UE a tied s.audobh eds’ ..Sammy McKim 
SEE Tee ee eee Yakima Canutt 
ag | A ee ee ae Harry Tenbrook 
dates edehaeh Sb ecunwewe Rierhert Sevebtte 
| Pet Ed Polané 
| Lacking a femme angle, this hay- 


seed drama is nil from the emotional 
standpoint. 
lively. 


It is funny in spots and 
Musically, it’s not so hot. Its 
|}two tunes are mediocre, but its 
speedy popgun routine should help 
to fit this horse opera on the multi- 
ple screens for interest to the in- 
veterate buckshot fans and_ the 
juveniles. 

Sharing principal dramatic interest 
are a couple of wild stallions, one a 
painted animal An unscrupulous 
rancher is using his wild horse to 
help him rustle other wild horses 
out of a protected area. When the 
law interferes, the racketeer’s wild 
horse generally kills the officer. The 


ranchers arm, demanding govern- 
ment leave to kill the wild stallion, 
|but they hang the blame onto a 


painted stallion rather than the real 
horse. 

Mixed up in here is a crude bil 
|of romance between one of the Mes- 
quiteers and a fandango dancer. The 
jgirl is highly deficient in terps and 
as an actress, but it is of no great 
| consequence. At any rate, this helps 
to create an unfriendly situation 
among the Mesquiteers. Two of the 
lads don’t like their pal going for the 
chiseler and he takes a powder on 
them. 

Picture offers some nice Outdoor 
scenics and the Mesquiteers them- 
selves are a likable trio, despite their 
varied accents. Shan. 


| oc 


Crusade Against Rackets 


L ’ Kendis pro- 
conventionally die-stamped—that of | duciion Features Lona Andre, Donald 
}an officer in the British army ac-| Reed, Wheeler Oakman, Directed by Kilmer 
lle " ois i ~~ } Clifton Screenplay by Robert A. Dillen; 
| cused : of cheating at cards ‘ and film editor Marl Turner: camera, Khdaddle 
| ostracised by his own set, until he] tinden. at Gaiety, N. ¥.. week July 24, 
| finds it necessary to bring a court "37. Running time, 53 mins. 
action o clear is . > BOOM, 6.05 klo- e's Oa ds vd hes Sao Lona Andre 
to ¢ _ his — | Phillip Miller.........e5 Donald Reed 
Care exercised in selecting the|Jim Murray............. Wheeler Oakman 


| tional. 


male members of the cast is excep- 
Every one of them is a West 


| End actor of repute, if not a star. 


| For 


instance, relatively small parts 
are played by Ronald Squire, Morton 
Selten, 
Jeayes. Besides these there are a 
number of unprogrammed roles, with 
Albert Whelan allotted the part of 


|a butler and hardly a line to speak. 


Another prominent picture comic is 
in to speak a line to the effect that 


| the window is to be shut. Holly wood, 


(GERMAN MADE) 
Berlin, July 7. 

Modialfilm of Tobis Rota Director Carl 
Lamac Seript, HM. W Becket Camera, | 
Willy Winterstein, Hans Imber. Run-| 
| ning time 79 mins. 
POC a ccc cctocseeeencessaseces Traudl = Stark } 
oo ee ee ere rs) re se liane Haid 
Lilly Flambach,.... PrvTecrre Ursula Grables 
Dr. Sonthofer..... cocccecee Paul Horbiger 
Theobald Flambach......... Kduard Linkers 


Kid, having a crush on Doris and, 


not realizing what is at stake, writes 


|; Sam in 


to her to join them, which she does, | 


accompanied by Lilly. Guys make a 
getaway to a deserted hut, but the 
gals beard them in their den, where 
they all get snowed in. While wait- 
ing for a rescue party all legal pro- 
ceedings are abandoned and straight- 
ened out. 

Male section leaves much to be de- 
esired. Females of the species get 


| by. And the kid is swell. 


THE 13TH MAN 


Monogram release of Lon 
tion Features Weldon Hevburn ines 
| Courtney. Directed toy William Nigh 
Screen play, Jon Krafft; camera, Paul 
Ivano. Reviewed in Preajection Room, 
N. Y.. Aug. 2, °37. Running time, 7) mins 
Swifty Taylor .. Weldon Heyburn 
Julie Walters............+- Ines Courtneys 
PTE. c Choc acccnciseccaeel Selmer Jackson 
Jimmy Morna.........--- Milburn Stone 
EMO Cristy .ccccccccoscccseces Matty Kain 
Bite GRID < ccc tensccecss Robert Homan 
Stella LATO scccccccecs Kade Adams 
| Alice Bryant Grace Durkin 
legs Henderson.... Sidney De Aldrook 


Patently primed for tandem show- 
ing, ‘13th Man’ should do fairly. 
cast names to help, and the title will 
confuse filmgoers, it being just about 
the 13th different film with that 
figure linked in the title. A mystery 
meller, the yarn holds enough inter- 
est and the villain is veiled well 
enough. Film presents no especially 
good exploitative angles for exhibs, 
however. 

Weldon Heyburn in 
job as a 


lead doe 


the 


“ j sii 
ZOssip-Sul 


sling 


in its most lavish spurt of extrava- 
gance, never went to such pains to 
assemble a company, 

Director visualizes the story and 
vividly produces it with low-toned 
realism, no bombast. and without 
playing for sensational effects, but 
with complete restraint, giving a true 
picture of English army life. 

yeneral run of cinema _ patrons, 
however, will chafe under the lack 
of physical movement, For that rea- 
son, the percentage of entertain- 
ment value for the majority is a 
trifle watery. Picture is certain to 
get splendid notices from the press 
for its direction, photography and 
dialog, in addition to the acting, 
which may help. Jolo, 


JUVE JOINS ASTAIRE 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Harry Watson, juve who played 
RKO’s ‘Penrod and Sam,’ 
gets a featured spot in the Fred As- 
taire film, ‘A Damsel in Distress.’ 
Mickey Rooney had _ originally 
been pencilled in. 





CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. ° 
Metro grabbed Rosalind Russell's 


| option and hiked her weekly check. 


| 
Young produc- 


| scripting 


No | 


Nunnally Johnson’s producer 


op- 
tioned validated at 20th-lMox. 


Maude Fulton signatured Metro 
scribbling pact. 

Robert Kellard captured a 20th- 
Fox playing ticket after a test in 


Metro tied Laurence Stallings to 
agreement. 
Karl Tunberg has signed 
writing ticket at 20th-Fox. 
Directorial option on Lew Landers 
lifted for another year at RKO. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Metro has abandoned the title, 
‘Black Lightning,’ in favor of ‘Bad 
Guy.’ 

Metro shortened ‘This Is My Wife’ 
to ‘My Wife.’ 

Universal has changed ‘The Iron 
Man’ to ‘Blonde Dynamite.’ 

RKO has ditched “The Kangaroo.’ 
Wheeler-Woolsey comedy tag. in 
favor of ‘High Flyers.’ 


Athole Stewart and Allan|} 


term- | 


OPCs ws eal wa na ewdses baeews John Merton 
Sn 6 6 O06 ca Rb 0 bebo. ceun ae Richard Cramer 
City Kditor William Royale 


Captain 


} Detective kiiward Viele, Si 
| Mary tou ; in ... Louise Small 
‘Good Looking Freddy’ Matty Roubert 
Fan Danvet Suzanna Kim 


Adaptability to flashy exploitation, 
such as done may get this 
across in individual houses. But it’s 
chiefly for the drop-in theatres. This 
picture will have a terrific struggle 


here, 


getting by on the average double- 
bill program. There's little that’s 


suggestive or downright bad about 
whole story as unfolded; it’s just old- 
fashioned melodrama, poorly con- 
ceived, miserably written and di- 
rected, badly acted and feebly pro- 
jected in every department. 


The blatant title covers up a mild 
version of the police drive against 
a so-called white slave racket. Same 
subject has been treated in several 
other pictures, including at least 
once by a major company—and it 
has been done immeasurably better 
with name people. 

This quickie version of the law 
cracking down on a racket to snare 
ignorant country girls who answer 
phoney ads ta a manicurist shop 
tails even in its effort to portray the 
| heartless machinations of the ring 
(here an elderly man and a blonde 
manicurist shop owner). Every 
punch is pulled so that the possi- 





bility of sensational scenes are 
smothered beneath the weight of 
extraneous tripe. An attempt to 


develop a romance is so awkwardly 
done that it never convinces. In be- 
tween are specialty numbers, forcibly 
injected in cabaret scenes. That 
|vrotesque fan dance by Suzanna 
'Kim, an Oriental miss, and a ri.umba 
‘ot a sort are the most daring pic- 
torial happenings in the pix. They 
| have no relation to the plot. 

| Lona Andre does a fairish job as 
'a tireless manicure girl intended as 
ja victim of the ‘ring.’ She’s overly 
;made up, and often is poorly photo- 





| graphed Wheeler Oakman pumps 
'some life into the character of gang 
leader, though not helped by lines 


or situations. Most convincing por- 
|trayal is that by a statuesque blonde, 
owner of the notorious beauty shop, 
though not listed in cast. 

Louise Small acts all over the 
| place as a dumb girl attacked early 
jin the film. Others are played by 
several unknowns from indie ranks, 
with one or two showing an inclina- 
tion to surmount some of the stuffed- 
| Shirt episodes 

Newsreel clips provide some of 
joutstandine production values of fea- 


| ture, which gives an idea Robert 
A. Dillon is blamed for the screen- 
play and dialog, latter being as flat 
as the situations Eddie Linden 
liensed in typical quickie temn». 
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JACK BENNY—Just 
one of the dozens 
of stars in the big 
gag, gal and gay- 
ety show of 1937! 











JACK BENNY 


issu 


| \Wa Lwin + Richard Arlen 


Gail Patrick i 
1 Bue + Vudy Canova » Vat 
a Boys + Louis Armstrong 


Specialties by WARTHA ANE 


Andre Kestelanetz ond His Orchestre 
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lady’s boudoir and they’re more 
carefully guarded, too; but crashing 
the zenana of the sultan’s fave-girl 
friend is a cinch compared to getting 
on the real inside of a Holly wood 
special effects lab. They'll show 
you the processes and the results 
but that’s all. Reason is that film 
biz toppers realize they have one 
thing to peddle—illusion—and nat- 
urally they don’t want to destroy 
their stock in trade. Figure the 
public goes to picture theatres to be 
momentarily transported into- a 
make-believe world, so why bring 
out the props? 

Let’s pry a bit, however, and see 
how 20th-Fox found it possible to 
toss $500,000 in re-creating the Chi- 
cago fire without throwing any of 
that heavy coin away. 

Chief responsibility was hoisted on 
the shoulders of Lou Witte, in 
charge of the special effects depart- 
ment. Witte and his crew had to 
reproduce a conflagration that 
devastated scores of acres of a dense- 
ly populated city and destroyed 
$186,000,000 worth of property. First 
plan was to lay out four acres in 
miniature sets reproducing exactly 
the setup that existed in Chicago in 
1871. Chicago Historical Society 
was consulted and a man was sent on 
from the studio who put in several 
months collecting old photographs. 
Mrs. O’Leary’s barn, where the 
blaze reputedly started, was rebuilt 
in exact replica, also the O’Leary 
homestead which was not destroyed. 
Chicago has only one lake front, but 
for picture purposes two were con- 
structed so that no matter which 
way the wind might be blowing the 
correct effect would be imprisoned 
on the camera film. 


Full Size Structures 


Four-acre miniature idea 
found impracticable so the 
tures were put up in sections and 
shot piecemeal. Full size structures 
were erected on the Midwestern 
Street on the Movietone City lot. 
Now the real problem was up for 
solution. 


Walls of the 


was 


houses thus 
stand heat. Witte and his crew in- 
stalled an intricately planned net- 
work of pipes with pressure gauges 
attached to pumping machinery out- 
side. 


in copious quantities 
smoke effects. 
base and causes huge clouds of yel- 
low-greenish smoke to billow forth. 


to produce 


Other is manufactured from a lyco- | 


podium base, lycopodium being 
the familiar plant or weed of the 
family Lycopodiaceae, long used in 
creating fireworks displays and imi- 
tations of lightning. In this par- 
ticular instance Witte doubtless 
cheated some on Mother Nature, 
going into her own lab to get his 
effects. Smoke produced from lyco- 
podium combustion is heavy and 
black and the camera lens eats 
it up. 

When everything was set. Witte 
put his apparatus to work for a test. 


It was so successful that a corner | 


of one of the lot buildings caught 
afire, which wasn’t in the script. 
When actual shooting time arrived 
8as pressure was brought to bear 
and lycopodium vapors were forced 


through the piping systems in the | 
houses that were to be synthetically | 


burnt. Result was highly  spec- 
tacular. You saw jets of flame is- 
suing from windows, black and yel- 
low smoke pouring in stifling bil- 
lows, and fire darting fully 40 feet 
into the air from the roofs. 


Seven Cameras Used 


For these fire scenes seven 
cameras. were used, shooting the 
Scene from all angles and directions 
and moving about constantly. 
extras were there. 
them daily for 25 days. 


daily for the same period. Scenes 
were shot several times. first with 
Only the extras and stunters and 
finally with the principals, includ- 
ing Tyrone Power, Alice Faye, 
Alice Brady, Don Ameche and oth- 
ers, Three miles of mains connected 
the fuel tanks with the blaze. Men 
working the mechanical equipment 
never saw any of the effects they 
Were creating. Everything was held 
under complete control at all times 
by means of a series of push buttons. 
iquid atomizers spread the flames 


around in the most effective manner. | 


And it wasn’t all 
hot by a whole lot! 
Inside of three-story houses 


minia- | 


built | 
were lined with sheet steel to with- , 


Two different chemical prep- | 
arations, both expensive, were used | 


One has a sulphur | 


Also |, 
around 150 of | 
Kerosene | 
Consumption averaged 350 gallons | 


make-believe, | 


got | closeups. 


jredhot. Stunters leaping through 


| the flames landed in nets with their 


{clothing afire. Besides the entire 
fire-fighting battalion stationed on 
the lot, 18 members af the Los 
Angeles department were kept on 
duty at the studio’s expense through- 
out the shooting for an extra pre- 
caution. Also, seven antique fire 
|engines assembled by the company 
from widely scattered points through 
the country did their bit. Oldtimers 
were steamed up for the big party, 
all slicked and shined, and proved 
that when it comes to doing efficient 
fire-fighting work they’re still pretty 
good. Presence of the ancient fire 
engines was just one more touch of 
realism that cost plenty. 


‘And—What a Show’ 

Add it all up and 20th-Fox’s half 
million plunkers melted away like 
butter on a hot stove. But they got 
a show for their money—and what 
a show! Some of Darryl Zanuck’s 
retinue, commenting on the ‘In Old 
Chicago’ picture, remembered that 
it was the kick of a lady cow at 
Wahoo, Neb., that shunted Zanuck 
eventually into picture biz—he was 
milking her, the kick spilled a 
bucket of milk all over little Darryl’s 
Easter suit, and put him off rural 
life for good. Now the kick of Mrs. 
O’Leary’s cow promises to encircle 
the lofty Zanuck brow with a new 
wreath of laurel for another pro- 
duction miracle. 

We now 
water, 

While 20th-Fox was burning Chi- 
cago, Samuel Goldwyn was simulat- 
ing a South Seas hurricane, trying 
to go nature one better in one of her 
grander demonstrations. For this 
reproduction two major elements 
were necessary—the sound and the 
| fury. 





proceed from fire to 


Goldwyn handed the sound assign- 
ment to Fred Albin, who was 
abetted by Tom Moulton, sound de- 
partment head, and Arthur Johns, 
recording supervisor. The fury part 
was entrusted to Paul Widlicska and 
James Basevi, latter creator of 
Metro’s ‘San Francisco’ earthquake. 

To show how Hollywood improves 
on nature, Goldwyn’s sound men 
were not satisfied with just ordinary 
hurricane noises. They wanted a 
hurricane with music, and _ that’s 
what they made, on the theory that 
the monotony of a mere hurricane 
would annoy theatre audiences. 
They're not telling how they did it, 
but they developed definite tones 
and characters into their sound ef- 
fects with two dominant character- 
'istics, one the weird, eerie wail of 
the wind, and the other the rumbling 
| roar that is nature’s overtone when 
she’s het up. The ‘hurricane orches- 
tra’ eventually had nine pieces, all 
operated by a strange, novel creation 
perfected by Widlicska and named 
by him ‘Solly the Serpent.’ A car- 
bide torch inserted in a tube con- 
tributed to the orchestra effect. 


Wind At 200 Miles Per 


Wind velocity of 200 miles an hour 
was developed by a contrivance 
| built with the aid of engineers at 
California Institute of Technology 
where wizards spend their lives out- 
| witting nature. The motor made so 
| much that this machine was 
Eight wind machines finally 
were devised each powered by a 12- 
cylinder Liberty motor. Palm 
branehes were strung on racks on a 
sound stage to get the effect of wind 
whistling and whining’ through 
foliage. Walls were pulled down 
‘with a tractor to re-create the sound 
of crumbling masonry. Separate 
| sound tracks were made for crashing 
| buildings, howling winds, booming 
! waves and falling trees and what 
the audience hears will be the blend- 
ing of these noises on the film. 


All that was only a start. 
scenes were shot with the principals, 
including Jon Hall, Mary Astor, 
C. Aubrey Smith, Dorothy Lamour 
land others. To re-create the actual 
hurricane, huge tanks were con- 
structed on top of a tower 65 feet 
high. Water was propelled down 
four chutes into a_ tank 
square in shots of 2,000 gallons each 
to create the effect of waves. 
| Artificial lagoon was lashed into a 
| frenzy and Director John Ford rolled 
‘am. Water that plunged down the 
chutes into the lagoon was im- 
| mediately pumped back hydraulically 
and used over again, with a reserve 
lsupply kept on tap to make tidal 
waves as needed. Eight cameras 
were trained on these scenes, sore 
equipped with telescopic lenses for 
Ford kept an electric con- 


noise 


| useless. 


Real | 


150 feet | 


| cameras were shooting and crews 
| were stationed at each storm and 
| wave machine to carry out his or- 
| ders the instant they were given. 

| 

| 


Mary Astor’s Beaztings 


Jon Hall was knocked down eight 
times by 2,000 gallons of water in 
making his way from the 
church to the parau tree that saved 
his life. Mary Astor fooled every- 
body by refusing to use a double 
when she had to brave the force of 
the descending cataracts. She made 
one retake, thus absorbing beatings 
from 16 successive freshets of water, 
32,000 gallons. 

Goldwyn | 


Natives brought to the , . 
set from Samoa for atmosphere were | *"°° capturing two counterfeiters in 
more scared than the white folks his house. 
because they could remember tie | Whitaker noticed slugs in his 


big hurricane of 1915 and agreed | candy machine, and the suspicious 





Theatre Manager 
Nabs Counterfeiter 


Indianapolis, Aug. 3. 
Paul Whitaker, manager of the 
| Fox, in Kokomo, feels like a G-man 








Chi Wants Giveaways Returned 
In Liew of Double Pix Policy 


little ‘ 


— 





Chicago, Aug. 3. 
Efforts are under way locally to 
bring about the return of bank night, 
screeno and other coin giveaways 
to Chicago, Though there have been 
police orders against the 
stunts, in addition to a num- 


ber of flat court rulings against the 
money giveaways, there is a grow- 


several 


coin 


ing movement around town to retura 
the giveaways to the exhibs in Chi- 
cago, if not throughout the state of 
Illinois. 





\that ‘Goldwyn’s storm was worse. | actions of 60-year-old Frank Warfield 

| Goldwyn took a bow on. that | caused him to investigate coin just 

| critique. | put in machine. It proved to be a 
we counterfeit nickle. Police found that! 
The Goldwyn blow destroyed an 


c Warfield, and Charlie Acton, 62, had 
|entire native village. Goldwyn spent | 


| | I ee 
| $150,000 to build it and $250,000 to ts 
inundate and blow it to smithereens. 
The boys around the lot are agreed 


their own _nickles 
| dimes. and quarters on a farm near 
| the city. Legit coin was used at the 
wie ; box office, with phoney dough re- 
| that the niftiest trick they pulled, | served for candy and cigarets in | 
| however, was to create a hurricane | 


. . . | vending machine. 
symphony in G major—G for Gold- Men are held under $1,000 bond in 
wyn, 


Indianapolis jail on Federal charges. | 


Advance Production Chart | 


making 














(Continued from page 23) 
| ‘SATURDAY’'S HEROES,’ ‘A LOVE LIKE THAT,’ ‘40 NAUGHTY GIRLS,’ 
| FIGHT FOR YOUR LADY,’ reported July 21. 
Readied to start: ‘A DAMSEL IN DISTRESS.’ 


None in work, 10 editing, 8 preparing. 
Readied to start: ‘TREASURE HUNT,’ 
‘FIRST PRIZE,’ ‘PORTIA ON TRIAL.’ 


th Contery-Fex 





‘THE LADY MISBEHAVES,’ 








Five in work, 6 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 

‘DANGER, LOVE AT WORK, reported Variety June 16; ‘IN OLD CHI- | 
CAGO,’ reported June 23; ‘ALI BABA GOES TO TOWN,’ reported July | 
21. Started: ‘ = 

‘LIFE BEGINS IN COLLEGE,’ produced by Harold Wilson, directed by 
George Marshall. Based on stories by Darrell Ware, screenplay by Karl | 
Tunberg and Don Ettlinger. Cast: Ritz Bros., Maurice Cass, Nat Pendle- 
Brewster Irvins, Fred Stone, Jed Prouty, J. C. Nugent, Elisha Cook, Jr. 

Story centers at Lombardy college, devoted to Indian education, and gets 
hot when Nat Pendleton, only real Indian that ever went there. enrolls. 
Gloria Stuart helps Pendleton escape hazing plotted by Dick Baldwin, foot- 
bali captain. Gioria’s pop is Fred Stone, football coach. Ritz Bros. operate 
a cleaning and pressing shop near the campus. 
oil income. Stone is under alumni fire and Maurice Cass, the dean, fires 
him. Pendleton is a star footballer. Ritzes win year’s big game when 
Pendleton is ruled out and story ends in riot of comedy and color. 

‘WESTERN GOLD,’ produced by Sol Lesser, directed by Howard Breth- 
erton, based on original by Harold Bell Wright, screenplay by Earle Snell 
and Forrest Barnes. Cast: Smith Ballew, Heather Angel, Leroy Mason, | 
Howard Hickman, Alan Bridge, Bud Osborne, Victor Potel, Otis Harlan, 
Frank McGlynn, Ben Alexander. 

Story depicts Smith Ballew, cowboy and scout, as the man assigned by 
Abraham Lincoln to smash gang of stage coach robbers who are looting 
Government gold from the western mines. He meets Heather Angel in a 
frontier town where Leroy Mason, local magnate, is in league with the 
bandits. Ballew, apparently killed while driving the stage, recovers and 
trails the bandits, then organizes a posse to capture them. In running 
battle Mason is killed and the gang is smashed, with Ballew and Miss Angel 
clinching in the fadeout. 

Readied to start: ‘THE GREAT DIAMOND ROBBERY.’ 


United Artists 
Six in work, four editing, three preparing. In work: 
‘HURRICANE,’ reported Variety May 12; ‘ADVENTURES OF MARCO 


POLO,’ reported June 16; ‘NOTHING SACRED, ‘ADVENTURES OF TOM 
SAWYER,’ ‘I MET MY LOVE AGAIN,’ ‘STAND-IN,’ reported July 7. 


Universal 
Two in work, 11 editing, seven preparing. Ina work: 
‘MERRY-GO-ROUND OF 1958,” ‘BEHIND THE MIKE,’ reported Variety 

July 21. 

‘MIDNIGHT RAIDER’ (finished), produced by Barney Sarecky and Ben 
Koenig. directed by Ford Beebe. original by Kimball Herrick, screenplay 
by Maurice Geraghty. Cast: Noah Beery, Jr., Catherine Hughes, Larry 
Blake, Bernadene Hayes, Louis Mason, Earl Dwire, Charles Halton, Frank 
Melton. 

Story relates war on modern cattle rustlers who raid into ranches by 


fact that 
| year will receive from wheat alone 


Pendleton has $10,000 daily ~ 





night, butcher cattle, and speed to market with carcasses. Larry Blake, | 
who was the wartime buddy of Noah Beery, Jr.’s brother, finds his way to | 
Chicago as a truck driver. He falls under suspicion when the rustlers | 
steal cattle from Beery’s ranch. Beery learns that Blake befriended his | 
slain brother and takes Larry in for which he is ostracized in the com- | 
munity and becomes estranged from his sweetheart, Catherine Hughes. | 
Blake and Bernadene Hayes, waitress, fall in love, and in a spectacular 
midnight battle between ranchers and rustlers the gangsters are routed 
and Frank Melton is exposed as their leader. 

Readied to start: ‘THE TRON MAN.’ 





Warners 


Four in work, 13 editing, 19 preparing. In work: 





PUS! and ‘TONIGHT’S OUR NIGHT, formerly ‘TOVARICH,’ reported 
July 21. Started: 


| McDonald. original and screenplay by Crane Wilbur and George Bricker. 
Cast: June Travis, Dick Foran, Dick Purcell, John Litel, 

Story concerns Dick Foran, truck driver, ambitious to be prizefighter. 
He is framed by his manager and knocked out. 
in a feud with a rival and Foran is convicted and sent te prison, 





Musie reforms him and he leaves prison to join his sweetheart, June Travis, 
| who has waited for him, and goes on to a Career, i 
| 2eadied to start: ‘GOLD IS WHERE YOU FIND IT,” ‘ADVENTURES OF 


309 hot that the sheet steel turned| trol board in his lap all the time) ROBIN HOOD, ‘HOLLYWOOD BANDWAGON,’ ‘SWING YOUR LADY.’ 


‘THE GREAT GARRICK,’ reported Variety June 23; ‘SH! THE OCTO- | 


The manager is murdered | 


5 There he | 
becomes interested in music, leads the prison orchestra, and wins fame. | 





Exhibs see in the return of the 
giveaways a. Satisfactory replace- 
ment of double bills which are gen- 
erally being rapped by theatre men 
and even the public around this 
town. Exhibs would like to return 
to a single bill policy, but see no 
way that they can eliminate the pic- 
ture bargain unless they substitute 
with something which can be bally- 
hooed to: give the same effect of 
giving the public plenty for thei: 
money, 





GOOD CROPS 0K 


FOR SHOW BIZ 


Minneapolis, Aug. 3. 
The film industry here believes 
prosperity looms ahead for the ter- 
ritory’s exhibitors the ensuing fall 
and winter in consequence of the 
Northwest farmers this 





this year more than twice as much 


| as in 1936, according to latest esti- 
mate, 


A survey by the Minneapolis 
Tribune indicates that wheat will 


ton, Dick Baldwin, Gloria Stuart, Joan Marsh, Dixie Dunbar, Joan Davis, | pour $125,000,000 into the Northwest 


farm till. 

With harvesting and threshing 
nearly completed in winter wheat 
sections and in full swing in spring 
wheat areas, accurate estimates are 
possible and the Tribune here says 
‘the Northwest this summer is har- 
vesting its best crop of small grains 
in four years or more, while corn 


| throughout the territory is thriving, 


with promise of better than average 
production,’ Continued strong prices 
of wheat at the Minneapolis grain 
market makes the picture even 
rosier, it points out, 

This territory is mainly depend- 
ent upon agriculture’s well-being 
for its prosperity and when crops 
are good and farm prices compara- 
tively high, the amusement business 
and most other lines usually boom, 
according to past experience. 





Atlanta, Aug. 3. 

It won’t be long now before cotton 
will be king again in the South. 
Georgia’s first bale hit the market 
Wednesday (28) at Savannah. It 
graded strict low middling and 
brought $79.95. Last year’s first bale 
came in a week earlier, 

Pickers are in the field and gather- 
ing the fleecy staple. Crop reports 
indicate a bumper crop, which means 
the farmers will have money this fall 

and when the agriculturists have 
dough to spend it’s whoopee time 
down South—everybody prospers. 

Tobacco auctions got under way 
Thursday (29) in South Georgia and 
the leaf is bringing an average of 25c 
per lb., which indicates the gross 
take will be nearly as much as last 
year, over $18,000,000. 

The Georgia peach crop was far 
below average and hardly = any 
money was made by watermelon 
raisers, but it looks like old King 
Kotton and Prince Tobacco are going 
to put Dixie’s farmers in the money 
again, 





ROSENFIELD’S CLOSE CALL 


Spokane, Aug. 3. 
Joe Rosenfield, Evergreen city 


| Manager, was shaving with his elec- 
‘ONE MORE TOMORROW,’ produced by Bryan Foy, directed by Frank | 


trie razor in his office the other day, 
when a friend dropped in. Joe pulled 
out razor plug and held it in his 
hand while talking. In other hand 
he held pair of tweezers. After a 
while he started to resume shaving. 
Still talking, he stuck tweezers into 
light plug, 

Shock melted tweezers. The hot 
metal burned his hand badly. 
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’ According to one passenger, Paul 
Dearing, a member of the staff of 
“The Buffalo Courier-Express,” 9a 
heavy gust of wind caused the 260- 


‘foot crafteto list, starting a near 


panic among passengers. & 


Hundreds of police were ordered: to 
the scene, but the*clash was over 
and the workers had returned to 
the mill before they arrived. 9g@@ag 
® Strike sympathizers stormed one 
police car coming on duty and at- 


of seventy cars. During the debate: behind protecting tanks during the 
the Senate tabled, 41 to 34, an! morning and afternoon. The Madrid 
amendment submitted by Senator) troops drove back the attackers each 
Royal S. Copeland, Democrat, of| time with hand grenades and ma- 
New York, adding the controversial | chine guns. ®@ Government artillery 
anti-lynching bill to the train bill’ roared the day long in bombard-| 
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Wi bhi years Academy Stel I Vinner (H ONE Of lhe few grea fuclures WA all lime 


EMILE ZOLA 


He picked a faded rose from the streets of Paris and made her the immortal NANA!‘ 


WITH A CAST OF THOUSANDS INCLUDING: Gale Sondergaard ee Joseph Schildkraut 
Gloria Holden * Donald Crisp * Erin O'’Brien-Moore * Henry O'Neill * Louis Calhern 
Morris Carnovsky ° Directed by William Dieterle Screen play by Norman Reilly Raine, Haines Harold and Geza Herezeg 


HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 


BROADWAY at S5tist STREET 
Seats Selling Eight Weeks In Advance ~ All Seats Reserved ii 
For the Premiere only: 5.00 plus tax - Thereafter — Twice daily at 2:40 P.M. and 8:40 P.M il 


| Evenings and Holiday matinees: 2.00, 1.50, 1.00, .77 plus tax - Matinees— Monday 
Xto Friday: 1.00, .77 plus tax - Matinees— Saturday and Sunday and 6 P.M. *~ 





Wiis Bros 


take pride in presenting 








THE LIFE OF 


~*« 
: = 
Gala International Premiere 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST lith, at 8:30 


AIR-CONDITIONED 





Performance Sunday: 1.50, 1.00, WA plus tax 
Mail, telegraph and telephone orders acgépted rss Telephone Cl rcle 7-5545° 




















































































































ment of the picture that will bring world recognition 
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-: By Epes W. Sargent 





[EXPLOITATION 
Metro, Coca Cola Tie 


In Big Plug Campaign 





Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

















Advertising campaign linking 
Metro with Coea Cola in billboard, 
newspaper and magazine copy is 
provided for in contract signed last } 
week by Ralph Wheelwright and| 
Frank Whitbeck on behalf of the| 





«studio and Jack Sullivan of the| 
d@’Arey Advertising Co. St. Louis, | 
which handles the Coca Cola ac-| 
count. 

Campaign gets 

stills from. ‘Rosalie,’ 


Anthony McGuire production. How- | 
ard Dietz. New York head of adver- 
tising and publicity for Metro, previ- 
ously okayed the deal. 

Noted cinemalights will be fotoed 
imbibing Coca Cola and other pic- 
tures will show Metro films in the 
making. Coca Cola Co. plans to ex- 
tend its use of rotogravure art with 
spreads in leading newspapers from 
coast to coast. Tieup is entirely 


aside from Metro’s own use of bill- | 


boards, newspapers and magazines. 


School Stuff 


Schools will open presently and} 


beok covers will again be in order. 
Oiten the printer can pick up a job 
in a heavy paper that will cut nicely 
to shape. Care should be taken to 
have the covers of a size to fit the 
text books in use. Printed with in- 
stitutional copy on the back. Some- 
times possible to lay off the cost to 
a stationer by selling him the back 
cover. House takes the bother of 
getting them out and puts an ad on 
the front. The store pays the bills 
and takes the back page. 

School companions and_ similar 
equipment can be picked up at the 
job lot stores in the larger cities for 
prizes or souvenirs and will prove 
valuable. Sometimes blank books 
can carry an ad on the back page 
and be sold for slightly less than the 
regular price. It all helps. 

For the past three years one the- 
atre has launched a new serial the 
Saturday before school opens with 
free admissions to all kids. Idea is 
they are all in town and can be 
started nicely on a new chapter play. 
House makes it a special morning 
event with two performances, since 
one is never enough. Runs the first 
chapter and a couple of cartoons and 
requires no tickets. 

And now is a good time to send a 
personal letter to each teacher en- 
closing not one but two passes and 
expressing the hope the recipient 
will use them early. Names can be 
obtained from the clerk, who usu- 
ally is on duty the Thursday and 
Friday before the opening. 

The closer the school to the the- 
atre, the more important it is to win 
good will. And nothing creates 

reater good will than a couple of 

akleys. 


—_—— — 


More Candid Camera 


Columbus, Ohio. 

During the first two days of the 
run of Marlene Deitrich’s ‘Knight 
Without Armor,’ Manager Frank 
Hensen of Loew’s Broad theatre set 
aside a special section of seats for 
candid camera addicts. 

On each day first 50 photographers 
to appear with candid cameras were 
admitted free and seated in pre- 
ferred locations in front of the 
screen. To assure seats going only 
to authentic photography fans, pin- 
hole cameras and other cameras with 
lens not strong enough to take pic- 
tures with the limited light were not 
accepted. 

As further promotion for the stunt, 
tie-up was arranged with Columbus 
Citizen to publish best pictures taken 
from screen by amateurs. Pictures 
were also made eligible for awards 
in The Citizen’s annual snapshot con- 
test. 





Grew a Groucho 


New Philadelphia, O. 

Exploitation stunt which scored 
heavily, was worked out by the man- 
agement of the Union Opera House 
here in connection with the recent 
screening of the Marx Bros. ‘A Day 
at the Races.’ Joe Creal, a comedian 
of more than local reputation, pa- 
raded the streets here garbed as 
Groucho and was a dead ringer. 

He carried a large sign which 
read: ‘If you think I am nuts then 
see the Marx Bros in ‘A Day at the 
Races’. at the Union theatre. To 
help the stunt along the New Phil- 
adelphia Times carried a two column 
piece of art showing young Creal 
and his crazy makeup. 


Premium on Prevarication 


Metro shorts’ p.a. Herb Morgan has 
Set a tieup with Liberty magazine for 
a ‘Pete Smith Whopper’ Contest, 
which starts in the publication with 
the Sept. 18 issue and will run half 
a dozen weeks. 

Prize whopper will get its con- 











tributer $1,000. Submissions will be 
the most outlandish ‘lies’ contributors 
Cau cutnceive, 


School Dean Engaged By 


Campaigning a Short 

Warners, through Sid Rechetnik, | 
has issued a big feature campaign | pera ; : 
book on the Floyd Gibbons Vita- theatre operation is seen in appoint- 
phone short series, ‘Your True Ad-|ment of Chauncey B. Nelson as 
ventures.’ In addition to suggesting | director of personnel for Fanchon & 
a dozen or more practical solo ex-|Mareo by Harry C. Arthur, v.p. and 
ploitation stunts, all theatres using | gen. mgr. of F&M here. Nelson, who 


St. Louis, Aug. 3. 





F&M to Head Personnel 


A distinct and unique trend in: 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


(Continued from page 14) 


action at the preview caused Cummings to forego any changes or additions 
to the picture. 





Metro is making a trailer with plenty of big names to blurb ‘Broadway 
Melody of 1938." Robert Taylor plays a press agent selling the film to 


the film take part in a contest in 


which patrons submit their adven-| 


ture stories, along the lines of the 
newspaper feature, and the company 
will even kick in with a supply of 
entry blanks. 

In addition Colgate-Palmolive- 
Peet, which features Gibbons on the 
air, will cooperate through druggists 
and others handling their products, 
helping to complete what is prob- 


under way with| ably the most ambitious layout ever 
new William}! provided for a short. 


Book markers, lapel pins and her- 
alds are also listed as well as post- 
ers, fan photos and stills. Campaign 
has everything a feature has but 
length. 


U.A.’s Year Book 


Garish color seems to be losing 
out in this year’s crop of announce- 


ment books, and United Artists uses | 


a photo brown monotone for a dig- 
nified yet highly attractive format, 
listing invitingly the productions of 
the various components of that or- 
ganization. Particularly effective is 
the cover, done 
surface. 

Tough on the lithographers, but it 
marks the trend to more resirained 
announcement to comport with the 
growing importance of the product. 
The U.A. book will engage any ex- 
hibitor’s interest—and respect. 
a thoroughly good job. 


Helping to Remember 


Provocative nature of Mervyn Le- 
Roy’s WB film, ‘They Won't Forget’ 
(‘Death in the Deep South’), is being 
capitalized by WB exploiters with 
the caption, ‘Is Robert Hale Guiliy?’ 

Special trailer at conclusion of the 
film, tied in with a voting ballot ob- 
tainable in the theatre lobby, is get- 


ting a direct poll on audience re- 
action, 
Nice Work 
R.K.O.’s house organ, Flash, has 


an East Indian edition printed over 
there, but comparing very favorably 


with the home office issue, the color | 


work being notably good. 
It’s edited by J. Remi Crasto, who 
is very much on the job. 


Makes a Record 
Taking entire pages in the New 
York dailies for ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ 
on the day following the second 
week at the Music Hall was one way 


20th-Fox took to put over the Tem- | 


ple picture. But instead of a single 
large display, the outside columns 
and the bottom of the page were 


taken for reading matter set much| 


in the papers’ general typography, 
making it appear at first glance as 
though the picture had warranted 
unusual news attention. The device 
multiplied the value of the display. 

It’s the old trick of using seven 
columns of an eight column page to 
get a full page effect, only in this 
instance the extra outside columns 
are also made to work intensively 
for the picture. 


Used Sand 


Sand in envelopes 
employed for desert pictures, 





is generally 
but 


B. K. Brown, of the Dickenson, South | 


Bend, Ind., used a different sort of 
sand for Universal's ‘The Wildeat- 
ter.’ 

Picture carries an oil angle and 


Brown is in an oil country, so his! 


envelopes contained samples of the 
oil sand through which the petro- 
leum percolates. 


He also used a working model of | 


an oil derrick for his lobby display, 


the first time this stunt has been re- | 
corded for several years. He worked | 


in with a company which makes a 
business of cementing oil wells, and 
bannered all its trucks. 


Made Candid Pay 
Charlotte. N. C._ 
Carolina theatre, bothered a bit 
by sniping candid cameramen at 





stage shows, met the problem in this | 


way when a revue recently appeared 
there: 

In big type in the ad for the show 
was inserted the note: ‘Friday night, 
9:30 performance only, Charlotte 
Candid Camera Club and all candid 
camera fiends are cordially invited 
to make candid pictures of the 


show. This is the first time idea has | 


been used at the Carolina. Join the 
fun. If you have a camera bring it 
along. You're at liberty to take pic- 
tures, too!’ 

They appeared. too, with every- 
thing from expensive candid cameras 
to box kodaks, and Manager Emil 
Berstecker figured that it helped at- 


tendance considerably. There were 
those. interested in seeing camera 
men at work from the front rows, 


and elsewhere, as well as those who 
wanted the pictures. 

An interesting phase of the mati- 
ter came later with the 
that one of the really expert candid 


boys sold $40 wortii of prints to the} 


members of the stage company the 


following day. 


in gold on a white 
j 


I's 


revelation | 


was dean of boys at Principia, local 
school, will work along organization 
lines, to study problems of F&M 
employees, and to develop in 
organization a definite 
ideals and practices which 
the policies of F&M. 

Under Nelson, employees will be 
given an opportunity to develop 
various 
Those interested in management, ad- 
vertising, publicity, etc., will study 
under department heads with future 
dependent upon individual capabili- 
ties. 


Not confining its build up efforts | 


to St. Louis, system will be invoked 
in New York, the Coast and in all 
F&M holdings. This is believed to 
be first attempt on part of any 
major theatre company to develop 
its Manpower along certain lines of 
thought and activity so as to produce 
a definite theatre operating and pic- 
ture selling plan. 





‘GAMES DISPLACING 
DISHES IN N. Y. BELT 


| While screeno, bingo and other 
audience games of this ilk continue 
throughout greater New York, al- 
most complete abolishment of dish 





and crockery giveaways this sum- | 


mer leads numerous independent ex- 


hibitors to believe that latter are 


out for the time being. Some indi as | 


believe they will disappear entirely 
as a patronage. builder-upper this 


| fall. Several larger independent cir- | 


cuits avowedly are in favor of keep- 
ing them out if only because they 
are an added expense and fail to 
make as much an impression as 
screeno, etc. 


| Popularity of screeno, bingo, 
lucky, ete. has spread in recent 
| weeks until it now blankets most 


| picture houses outside of main the- 
atrical district. Games incorporating 
the use of numbers projected on 
chart from projection machine have 
recaptured confidence of average 
audiences because patrons figure 
there is less chance of skullduggery. 





| MUSIC FOR RANDALL 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Scott R. Dunlap, Monogram pro- 
_duction chief, has assigned Fred 
| Stryker and John Lange to write 
musie and lyrics for ‘Where the West 
Begins, Jack Randall’s musical 
western. 

Robert Emmett scripted and R. N. 
Bradbury is set as producer-director. 


_ Theatre Changes | 


S 
| A. F. Zell has purchased 
Will Starkey and is remodeling. 
Zell was in theatre business in Rosa- 
lia, Kendrick and Orofino previously. 











kane. 
ex from 





St. Maries, Idaho. 
J. E. Donlon has purchased the 
Grand thea*.e building and will 
| build new structure in place of old 
showhouse which was converted into 
garage 20 years ago. It was pioneer 
theatre in these parts. 





Canton, O. 
Wallace (Doc) Elliott, of Warner 
Bros. Ohio here, promoted to the 
post of city manager of the Warner 
Bros. three theatres at Lima, O 





Charlotte, N. C. 


A $20,000 fire of undetermined | 


origin gutted the Ritz, Waterboro. 
| Theatre was closed at the time the 
| blaze started. 





Schenectady. 
After being dark for years, the 
old Van Curler Opera House in Jay 
street has been taken over by the 
Fabian-Farley theatre interests. 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 3. 
Edward Golden, for many years an 
indie exhibitor here, to join United 
Artists as a salesman in Indianapolis. 
Cresson Smith, Jr., son of the RKO 
sales executive, has resigned as man- 
ager of the WB Ritz. 





Hornell, N. Y. 
Lewis Carroll, manager of Warner 
Majestic, resigned to become man- 
acer of the State, Hartford. 





Los Angeles. 


Southgate Theatre Co. and Al Han- | 


son are putting up a 1,000-seater in 
Southgate. suburb of L. A., at a cost 
|} of $150,000. Hanson, who is execu- 
tive assistant to Charles P. Skouras, 
also is interested in the Tower the- 
atre, Compton, with a 51% hoiding 


phases of theatre business. | 


a drama editor in a newspaper office. Stills handled by Taylor come to 
life and strut their specialties. Personalities used include Eleanor Powell, 
George Murphy, Sophie Tucker, Buddy Ebsen, Judy Garland and Charles 
Igor Gorin. 





the | 
blending of | 
underly | 


Falling in line with practice followed at other studios, Paramount now 
is providing sound track with all sound effects and music on pictures de- 
livered to the foreign releasing department. Dialog is eliminated, to be 
| replaced by dubbing. Studio does the work more cheaply that it can be 
| performed by the foreign end. John Woodcock has moved up from the 
on room to take charge. 
| Nuisance greater than the preview autograph hounds on the Coast is 
| the flock of chiseling freelance press agents handling mino 


cast peopte 
= pix. 


Lately these pests have been waylaying reviewers trying to get 
| them to look out for their clients. General crack of these space-and- 
credit is “Stop over at Joe's after you finish your for a 
| drink.’ 


seekers story 


| Stunt of putting non-actor studio employes in Little Theatre plays at 
| Universal's plant in Hollywood uncovered a potential screen face. Ben 
Lewis, an artist who does fill-in work on ‘Oswald’ cartoon series, made 
such a hit in a recent playlet that he has been given a termer with U. 


Metro has 


switched largely to DuPont raw stock and is using it for 
around 50% of all Metro production. Reason is said to be the high quality 
of results obtained by Samuel Goldwyn on product developed at the Metro 


laboratory. 


Figuring that candid camera shots are what editors want, even though 
most of the shots take all the sheen and glamour off their stars, major stu- 
| dios are developing their own c.c. technique. If the candid camera shots 
| the lot lensmen turn in Jack allure, they go back for retakes. 

Four former Keystone cops are working as character actors in Grand 
National’s ‘Wallaby Jim of the Islands.’ Players are George Grey, Her- 
bert Diltz, Bert Young and Al Thompson. 





| Fat order for laboratory work went to DeLuxe Laboratories, Inc., of New 
| York last week. Agriculture Department awarded contract $21,588 
worth of celluloid for educational purposes. 


for 





‘Time’ Femme Reeler Killed 

Gerda Taro, 25-year-old Polish pic- 
ture camerawoman who has been 
shooting scenes of the Spanish civil 
war for ‘The March of Time,’ was 
killed in action during the fighting 
around Brunete, according to word 
received by ‘M. of T.’ Paris office. 
| Although generally serving as an 
assistant photographer, Miss Taro has 
taken the place of the regular cam- 
eraman on the field when he was 
called to Paris. 

Pictures which she obtained on the 
| Spanish front now are on the way 
| to America. 
| 


SOPH GOING DRAMATIC 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Sophie Tucker gets her first 
straight dramatic role in “Thorough- 
breds Don't Cry.’ 
Comedienne’ will 
boarding house owner. 


play role of 


BAER’S H’WOOD YEN AGAIN 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Max Baer, on the Coast, is talking 
Max Baer, on the Coast, is talking 
picture deals via Leo Morrison, his 
agent. 
Also plans exhib matches. 


New York Théaives 
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Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Universal has offered rewards for 
release titles on three pictureg. 
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} 


and 


aatvn 
| ue, 
AIR-CONDITIONED — Bway and 47th Street 
A.M.— MIDNIGHT SHOW 


| Have Music,’ ‘Midnight Raiders’ and 
‘The Iron Man.’ 





Doors epee 9-50 





Sh cach 5 SR SOS DE retell mets in 


ae veneer TS 








ins a 


30 VARIETY 


RADIO 





Wednesday, August 4, 1937 








Organized or Organizing Talent 
Confront Broadcasting Trade; 


Musicians This 


Week, Actors Next 





Last week the radio spotlight in Honey Chile Will Hit Road | 


New York City was occupied by the 
American Federation of Musicians 
starring in a drama entitled ‘Make 


me offer. First act promised 
action, complications and melodrama 
but was immediately followed by an | 
indefinite intermission. Nobody, and | 
that includes the A. F. of M., knows | 
how it will end. But everybody will | 

e in their seats for the second act | 
whether before or on Sept. 16, the 
date for the ‘perhaps’ strike. 

Meanwhile Actors Equity Associa- 
tion, bobbing up in a new alias as 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists is standing in the radio wings 
waiting to go into its routine. Equity 
drive in radio has taken an oblique 
maneuver through a_ jurisdictional 
1evoemping of Equity itself within 
the tent of the rejuvenated Associa- 
tion of Actors and Artists of Amer- 
ic3. 

Equity has reached the ‘what 
comes next?’ stage. After several 
closcd meetings in the past fortnight 
the actual drive for memberships 
and the presentation of demands is 
expected. But when? Upon whom? 
And what sort of demands? 

Actually Equity has been studying 
the radio organizational problem for 
four years. Richard Gordon at that 
time tried repeatedly to induce the 
council to act. Council and the 
offcers of Equity hesitated. Radio 
was strange preserves and it was a 
dilemma. How to proceed, what 
actual steps to take—that was the 
nub of the difficulty. There was no 
Wagner act at the time but there 
was at least one lost strike to chill 
the council against rushing into the 
misty midregions of sponsorland. 

Speculation and reports trickling 
out of the New York meetings sees 
the networks as the focal point. It 
would admittedly be maladroit to go 
after individual sponsors who can, 
with a few exceptions, get along, if 
necessary, without radio advertising. 
Out-of-town organizational tactics 
also bring up all sorts of problems- 
to-be. Hundreds of stations attempt 
local production in a small desultory 
Way using actors that are amateurs 
generally or semi-pro by courtesy 
classification. 


an 








Record Plans 


American Federation of Musi- 
cians’ attack on the use of musical 
air transcriptions has apparently 
proved fatal to the plans of the 
Geyer, Cornell & Newell agency to 
let loose a huge e.t. campaign this 
autumn in behalf of Nash Motors, 
account which recently shifted from 
J. Walter Thompson agency. 

Plan was to plug the sponsor with 
a thrice-weekly series of waxes de- 
signed after the ‘Musical Moments’ 
series used by Chevrolet, and over 
a number of stations about as ex- 
tensive as the 101 Chevy aired over. 

Agency has now pulled in its horns 
after commencing negotiations with 
station reps, and getting available 
fall time openings on broadcasters 
coast to coast. No talent has been 
set for the projected discs, and no 
transcription-maker contracted for 
the series, although World Broad- 
casting had an iron in the fire. 


C10 in KFVD Setup 


Los Angeles, Aug. 3. 

KFVD agreed to recognize Ameri- 
can Telegraphists’ Association Local 
15 as exclusive bargaining represen- 
tative for station’s announcers and 
technicians. J. F. Burke, Jr., man- 
ager of the station, and E. V. Rob- 
erts, organizer for the Committee 
for Industrial Organization, made the 
deal. 

Negotiations on wages and work- 
ing conditions will be postponed un- 
til J. F. Burke, Sr., station owner, 
returns from a world cruise. 











- 


With Legit Production 
Claire Hazel, the Honey Chile of 


Bob Hope’s Woodbury show, will re- 
main in ‘Brother Rat’ when the legit 





} 
i 


show leaves the Biltmore, N. Y., next 


month and goes on the road. 

‘Rat’ will play Providence, Wash- 
ington, Baltimore and then swing 
into Pennsy, keeping the actress 
near enough New York to get back 
for her Sunday night shows. 





TAKEN 10 
COURTS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 3. 
Constitutionality of a 





radio wage scale adopted by the 
Musicians’ Mutual Protective Asso- 
ciation, Local 47, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, is attacked in a 
suit filed by Harold L. Carpenter, 
on behalf of himself and other mem- 
bers of the local. 


Amendment limits musicians regu- 
larly employed from playing or con- 
tracting to play “»r transcontinental 
pr@tams during any one week. Suit 
alleges rule was not passed in com- 
pliance with the by-laws of the as- 
sociation and is in violation of the 
Constitution of California and of the 
14th amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States. 


Suit states by-laws call for a two- 
thirds majority to pass a new amend- 
ment to MMPA constituticn, but the 
vote on this amendment was 381 for 
and 281 against. 





ADMAN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Merle Sidner, Agency Partner, Uses 
Advertising Showmanship 








Indianapolis, Aug. 3. 

Merle Sidner of the -local adver- 
tising agency, Sidener, Van Riper & 
Keeling, applies showmanship meth- 
ods to the Sunday school class he 
teaches. It has broadcast its pro- 
ceedings every Sabbath for 10 years 
straight over WFBM. 

Latest stunt over the radio en- 
couraged listening by promising the 
community that sent in the most fan 
mail a visit from 100 business men in 
the class illustrating the Sidner style 
in Sunday school showmanship. 
Greeenberg, Indiana won the visit. 
WFBM remoted the stunt. 





Blessed Silence 
Indianapolis, Aug. 3. 
WFBM chief announcer, John 
Holtman, off for trip by car to Can- 
ada, 
No radio in car. 


LIMIT ON WORK 


recent | 
amendment to the by-laws covering | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
} 
| 
j 
| 








Actor Unionism 





For the elucidation of station 
men and others in radio not up 
on theatrical matters the fol- 
lowing background of status 
quo in radio performer union- 
ism is outlined: 

Radio Equity will bear the 
name of the American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists. It is a 
sub-charter from the A. F. of L. 
affiliated Association of Actors 
and Artists of America, the or- 
iginal White Rats (vaudeville 
actors who called two strikes 
in pre-war years). 

Frank Gillmore of Actors 
Equity steps from the presi- 
dency of the latter into the 
presidency of the A.A.A.A. 
which is being revived in a 
tactical shift to bring all per- 
formers within one _ union. 
Screen Actors Guild in Holly- 
wood, the American Federation 
of Actors in vaudeville-night 
clubs, and the American Guild 
of Concert Artists in opera, etc. 
are other units in actor family. 

Actors Equity fought and won 
a strike against Broadway legiti- 
mate producers in 1919 as a 
result of which the dramatic 
and musical comedy stage op- 
erates closed shop. Equity called 
a strike in 1929 against the 
Hollywood studios, but did not 
win. However, at a later date 
the Screen Actors Guild with 
West Coast autonomy, but 
under Equity charter, came into 
being and is now recognized in 
filmdom. 











C. 1 0. THREAT 


SEEN AVERTED 
BY NBC 


Association of NBC Technicians, 
which embraces all members of the 
engineering departments in all the 
web’s owned and operated stations, 
has new contract. Pact will up pay 
15% all around, effective this week, 
and there is now installed a 40-hour 
week. Salary increase amounts to 
roughly $35 monthly to each em- 
ployee, average one having till now 
been getting around $250 a month. 


As yet the Association of NBC 
Technicians has been rated a com- 
pany union, unattached to any gen- 
eral industrial organization. On 
Friday (30) night, the American 
Radio Telegraphists Association, 
C.1.0. affiliate, which has enrolled 
engineers in New York employed by 
CBS, was told by the C.LO. chief- 
tains in Washington, D. C., to pro- 
ceed on a campaign to snap up with- 
in its organization NBC’s' men. 
ARTA, soon after lining up Colum- 
bia’s technicians last May, secured 
pay increases and 40-hour weeks for 
them, 


It is generally thought that the 
execs at NBC got advance wind of 
the organizing . campaign ARTA 
planned on its engineers and quickly 
gave them better working conditions 
to offset the ‘threat.’ 








Patti Chapin has had her Colum- 





bia Artists, Inc., contract renewed. 





Matter of air billing, as 


moot question right now. Some sor 


do to take up the sponsors’ radio 
time just for a siring of credits. 


sponsors. 





of compromise will be arrived at, it 
is hoped, since admittedly it wouldn’t 





Why Actors Value Program Credit 


Secondary People Feel They Get Left Out of One of 
Radio’s Chief Advantages | 


first|as the basic radio dramatic people, 
brought up by Lucille Wall, is a | who could use a little of the buildup, 
t | get nothing. 


Miss Wall mentioned how, for 26 
weeks, she finally achieved some 
reputation as ‘the pancake girl’ (a 
flour account) whereas if her name 
had been linked with the ‘pancake 


On the other hand, as Miss Wall | girl’ billing—no matter how ridicu- 
emphasized at the preliminary Radio lous it sounds—next time she shifted 
Equity meetings, the dramatic peo- | to another sponsor. a mention of the 
ple on the air, who might well be | fact that ‘Miss Wall who used to be 
built un into radio names, with siz-| the pancake girl is now the soda- 
able followings of their own—on the | cracker girl for National Biscuit Co.,’ 
strength of the 13 or 26 times per | or 
program—don’t get the full value out | would have some practical radio b.o. 
of it, either to themselves or to their | effect. 

It was emphasized that 
the film and name legit people com- | sub-legit people, in the script shows, 
ing on the air not only benefit as| that sponsors owe it to themselves, 
‘stars, with stars’ incomes, but are| as well as the players, to build up 


something along those lines, 


It’s the contention of the radio 


accorded every consideration, where- strictly radio-made dramatic talent. 


Conversational Week 





A. F. of M. in ASCAP Board Room Parries Broad- 


casters’ Quest for Definite ‘Estimates’ 





Extended tussle between the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians and 
broadcasting, recording and tran- 
scription interests is in prospect fol- 
lowing last week’s meetings in New 
York. Immediate result of the hud- 
dles between network officials, me- 
chanical music men and AFM heads 
was the withdrawal of the Federa- 
tion’s Aug. 15 strike deadline. 

Further meetings are set to begin 
September 16, when the radio and 
other groups will be expected to ad- 
vance proposals for limiting the use 
of canned music and creating more 
employment for musicians. Officials 
of the National Association of .Broad- 
casters and the National, Columbia, 
Mutual and other networks are con- 
fabbing in New York this week to 
seek some common plan for meeting 
the AFM ultimatum. 

Besides all the important broad- 
casting interests, reps of every lead- 
ing phonograph recording and tran- 
scription firm were in on last week’s 
huddles with AFM execs. Meetings 
were held daily in the offices of the 
American Society of Authors, Com- 
posers and Publishers, which is co- 
operating closely with the AFM in 
the drive. Aug. 15 strike deadline 


#was set aside late Friday afternoon 


(30) after Joseph N. Weber, AFM 
prez, declared the radio and me- 
chanical music men had ‘agreed in 
principal to the justice of our cause.’ 
Weber said working out a method of 
meeting the AFM demands was e¢ 
complicated one for the broadcasters 
and others. 

According to Weber, the negotia- 
tions during last week’s meetings fre- 
quently got far off the track, with 
the radio and other reps advancing 
varied protests and reasons for their 
inability to_meet the AFM demands, 
but the Federation heads ‘always 
brought the discussion back to the 
original thesis—namely, that the 
AFM would no longer tolerate the 
wide use of mechanical music to de- 
crease employment for musicians. 

AFM prez said that his organiza- 
tion had in the past made repeated 
concessions to broadcasters on the 
plea of ‘building up the radio indus- 
try,” but that the time is past for 
continuation of that policy. Claimed 
that of the 600-odd commercial radio 
stations in the U. S., less than 124%% 
use musicians, employing less than 
800 men in that way. Said the bal- 
ance get by with recorded and tran- 
scription music, network programs 
and remotes. Network programs, he 
pointed out, are supplied by the 800 
emvloyed musicians. 

Arguine that broadcasting had paid 
many millions of dollars profits in 
the last few years while the musi- 
cians who made it possible have been 
finding less and less employment. 
Weber said the AFM has determined 
to end the situation. He described 
his organization as ‘not to be per- 
suaded from going through with it.’ 
AFM head declared he couldn’t say 
how many musicians would be em- 
vloyed if the Federation’s program 
is carried. through, but estimated 
rouchly that it might come to at least 
4,000 or 5.000. 

Federation’s 14-pnoint program, 
somewhat modified from the demands 
first submitted. is as follows: 

14 Points 


1. No records or electrical transcriptions 
to be used at any stations unless the num- 
ber of musicians satisfactory to the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians is employed 
at same. 

2. To have musicians emnvloyved at radio 
stations or to .have a station use records 
or electrical transcriptions of musicians 
belonging to the American Federation of 
Musicians, such siations must be licensed 
by the Federation. 

3. Radio stations may make records or 
electrical transcriptions for audition pur- 
poses or for their own record, but such rec- 
ords or electrical transciptions must not be 
commecially used. Furthermore, radio sta- 
tions desirirge to manufacture records or 
electrical transcriptions must agree to the 


same rules and regulations as do record- 
ing companics or companies manufacturing 
electrical transcriptions and be licensed by 
the Federation. In ihe event that a evon- 
sored pregram cannot be put on the air at 


the exact time ellolted to it, an electrical 
transcription may be made of such program 
to be put on the cir on the same day, but 
the American Federation of Musicians must 


immediately be advised that such has 
been done and the record of such transcrip- 
tion must he sent to the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians to be destroyed. 


4. Members of the Federation will not be 


permitted to play for any broacecasting 
studio if their services are transmitted to 
a radio siation which uses records or elec- 


trical transcriptions, 
musicitns. , 
5. Members of the Federation can only 


but does not employ 


play for the manufacture of records or 
electrical transcriptions if the company, 
firm, corporation or individual making same 


is licensed by the American Federation of 
Musicians 

6, Members of the Federation can only 
play for employers who nse records. which 
are reeisiered and numbered in accordance 
with the acreement with the Recording or 
Transcription Companies and the Federa- 





tion. 
7. Records which are taken from the air 





or pilfered in any other way are not to be 
used under any circumstances. 

8. Records can only be used at radio sta 
tions if same employ a number of musi 
cians satisfactory te the American Iedey e 
tion of Musicians, : 


9. All contracts with radio stations made 
with members of the American Federation 
of Muscians must be under the conditions 
agreed upon between corporations making 
records and such as make electrical tran. 
scriptions, 

10. An announcement of a “mechanical 
production must in all cases be clearly 
made so as to make the public fully aware 
of same, Furthermore, each program of a 
broadcast published or caused to he pub- 
lished in a newspaper or trade publi ation 
shall indicate clearly those portions of the 
program which are broadcast from elece 
trical transcriptions or records : 

11. The Federation is ready and Willing 
to permit transmission of music made by 
its members to a radio station which em-« 
Ploys an orchestra and which in addition 
thereto uses nothing but records made by 
licensed recording companies. 

12. All contracts made by members of the 
Federation must contain stipulations in ace 
cording with which records can be made 
and the stipulations under what condie 
tions the services of studio orchesiras may 
be transmitted to other radio stations, 

13. In no jurisdiction of any toeal of the 
American Federation of Musicians 


can 


members play for an employer in contrae 





‘Extremely Serisus’ 





Washington, Aug. 3. 

Appeal for united front 
against the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians went forth to 
every broadcaster in the nation 
Saturday (31) as aftermath of 
unsatisfactor: New York dis- 
cussions last week over the ul- 
timatum served by the union on 
the radio industry. 

Signed by National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters, NBC. CBS, 
Mutual, Yankee, Colonial and 
Don Lee webs air-mailed memo 
reported that the Federation re- 
fused to enter individual nego- 
tiations with each license-hold- 
er and warned that ‘an ex- 
tremely serious’ situation con- 
fronts broadcasting business. 

With explanation that Feder- 
ation has insisted on treating 
the union employment problem 
on national basis, trade associa- 
tion and the webs launched a 
proxy round-up by urging 
every station to ‘join us in our 
deliberations.’ Letter pointed 
out that webs felt unauthorized 
to speak for their affiliates and 
N.A.B. lacked power to come 
mit independent transmitters. 

Inability of radio nezotiators 
to pin down the Federation on 
its demand that the biz ‘spread 
musicians’ employment was re- 
ported in the communication, 
Reps declared that ‘despite re- 
peated efforts to elicit from the 
Federation a definite statement 
of what they consider the ‘sat- 
isfactory number of musicians® 
which the broadcasting indus- 
try should absorb, the board has 
so far refused to commit itself 
on this point.’ 











dict‘on of any of the above rules. 

14. All contracts between members and 
Radio Corporations, stations or networks, 
or trade agreements between members and 
radio corporations, stations or networks 


in order to be valid must be sonroved by 
the International Executive Pourd of the 
American Federation of Musicians, the 
President of the Federation or any author- 
ity designated for that purpose by the 
Federation. Furthermore, contracis must 


contain all stipulations under which mem- 
bers of the American Federation of Musi- 
cians can make records or rend>r services 
for radio corporations, stations or networks. 


Revamped Radio Equity 
Opening New York Office; 
Mass Meetings Continue 


Meeting of the Americ«n Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists at the Victoria 
Hotel, N. Y., last Mondev (2) night 
was attended by about 200 persons. 
Those present were informed of the 
recent action of Actor's Equity in 
relinquishing jurisdiction of the 
radio field and told of the tentative 
charter grant to the new organiza- 
tion by the Four A’s heads. 

Outline of the AFRA constitution 
was read to the meeting. Not yet 
finished, the constitu‘ion vil] he sub- 
mitted to the memberschin for ap- 
proval when it is completed. Prog- 
ress of the organization s9. far was 
outlined to the meetin’. Subiect of 
dues was taken un, but no definite 
decision was reached. Plans were 
also outlined for formation of a na- 
tional board to direct the organiza- 
tional drive throughout the coun- 
try. Mark Smith, ch-irman of the 
temporary board of directors, pre- 
sided. 
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TRYING TO MUZZLE RADIO 





| Advertising Agency Services WCFL 





Holland Engle becomes program 
WCFL next week. Engle is now 


Engle named account executive. 


account executive. 

WCFL was so anxious to 
leave E-W this. solution 
Wasey its agency. 


Was 





agency which has been appointed advertising agency for WCFL with 
Engle will work on WCFL programing 


Jet Engle and with Engle unwilling to 
adopted 


Chicago, Aug. 3. 
and production director of Station 
radio chief of local Erwin-Wasey 


through 


Erwin-Wasey as 


station appointed Erwin- 








Union Rule Drives 


WCAU Program 


To WHP, Harrisburg, for CBS Feed 


Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 





+ 
| KNX SIGNS 3 ACCTS. 


American Federation of Musicians’ | 


rule that stations without house 
bands must pay double rate on com- 
mercials is responsible for State of 
Pennsylvania programs moving from 
WCAU, Philly, to WHP, Harrisburg, 
for pumping to Columbia web. Vin- 
cent Travers orchestra will provide 
music. 

First of the 15-minute programs 
was aired from WCAU July 24. Fol- 
lowing squawk from the Local, mov- 
ing entire. show to New York was 
taken under consideration. WHP 
was agreed on as a compromise be- 
cause State execs thought it ‘didn’t 
look well’ to take a State show out- 
side the borders. 

Programs temporarily went off the 
air, following initial broadcast, be- 
cause of a change of agencies. Radio 
end of the $500,000 account was de- 
tached from the rest of the campaign 
and tossed to Barnes & Aarons. 
Philly agency. Walker & Downing, 
Pittsburgh outfit which put on the 
first show, will continue to handle 
newspapers, magazines and  bill- 
boards. Some $175,000 going to radio. 

Barnes & Aaron, small 
agency, also handle account of Yel- 
low Cab Company here, which is 
owned by Levy Brothers, too. Prin- 
cipal Yellow Cab advertising is 
nightly program by Powers Gouraud 
on WCAU. Which keeps everything 
in the family. 

WIP and Tooters’ local, following 
Opening of negotiations last Friday 
on scale for next season, find them- 
selves poles apart on a total differ- 
ence of $18 week. 

Musicians’ delegation, headed by 
prexy A. A. Tomei, demanded Clar- 
ence Fuhrman band be increased 
frem 10 to 12 members and pay 
upped to $38.50, an increase of $1.50 
per man per week. Ben Gimbel. 
WIP prez, refused, but made a com- 
promise offer. Both sides then re- 
lenting on points got themselves 
down to $36 apart. Tomei offered 
to split this difference. Gimbel 
wouldn’t go to that. And that's how 
things stand. Both sides are deter- 
mined. No new meeting date has 
been set. 





Philadelphia, Aug. 3 

Report that Meyer Davis band has 
already been auditioned and chosen 
for spot as house orchestra at 
WCAU is denied by Doc Levy, 
prexy, Levy said no bands have 
even been considered yet for the 
post, although he is practically cer- 
tain of having one in the fall. 

Every orch in Philly has been itch- 


ing and pulling wires sixce it became | 


generally known that Levys were 
dickering with union. Will be a job 
for 16 to 20 men at about $50. 





Harry Rose Sustaining 


Over NBC Blue Network 


Harry Rose, standard vaude comic 





and m.c., gets a sustaining half-hour | 


spot from NBC starting Aug. 11. 
It's be a Wednesday night show. 
starting 9:00 p.m. Bill Wirges band 
will augment on the Blue network 
(WJZ). 

Bill Jackson arranged the deal, 

Program will probably be called 
The Laugh Parade and will be built 
On the guest-star formula. NBC will | 
pay the guestees. 





Dennis King guests on ‘Hit 
Parade’ over NBC red on Aug. 18, 


Philly 


Meanwhile "ee ‘Kick in Penney 
Survey on Coast 
Los Angeles, Aug. 3. 

KNX has signed three new spon- 
sors of live talent programs. Lis- 
terine will test with ‘Newlyweds’ 
script five a week at 12:45 p.m. Tus- 
sey Lipstick (Lehn & Fink) via Esty 
will Mon-Wed-Fri at the coast-choice 
time of 5:45 p. m., while Malto- 
Meal will undrape two quarter hours 
weekly. 

All accounts start when daylight 
saving powders Sept. 26. 

Meanwhile KNX under Columbia 
bossing has scored 50% in the Penney 
Survey (75,000 telephone calls) of 
program popularity and is archly 
mentioning the fact that Don Lee’s 
KHJ and NBC’s KFT have just can- 
celled their subscriptions to the sur- 
vey. which is supported by Pacific 
agencies. 


MR. AND MRS. MEREDITH 
IN RADIO DRAMATICS 


Elaine Carrington, author of the 
‘Pepper Young’s Family’ and other 
air programs, has done a dramatiza- 
tion script for Burgess Meredith and 
his wife, Margaret Perry. 

Called ‘When a Man Marries,’ 
script is in a series of 13 half-hours. 
When Meredith returns from Holly- 
wood, where he is currently doing a 
picture for RKO, the program will 
be auditioned for prospective spon- 
sors. 








| 
| 





NBC Reties Barrymore, 
Barrie for 2 in Sept. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 3. 
John Barrymore and Elaine Bar- 
rie have been re-signed by National 
Broadcasting to appear in two plays 
next month. They are’ Animal 
Kingdom’ and ‘Accent on Youth.’ 
Barrymore recently completed the 
series of six Shakespearean stream- 
lined airings over NBC. Miss 
Barrie appeared with him in five of 
the Bard’s plays. 








Fargo, N. Dak., Aug. 3. 


Warwick Anderson from the Elmer 
H. Doe agency, Louisville, Ky., got 
an unusual greeting when he ar- 
rived here last week. E. C. Reineke, 
Barney Lavin and Dave Henley of 
WDAY met him in 10-gallon hats 
| and a 1912 gas-buggy. 

Idea was to get Anderson in the 
proper emotional mood to go to 
work on a promotional brochure the 
agency is preparing for the station. 


| Westen n Joviality 
| 


Brusiloff at WMCA 


Nat Brusiloff is new musical di- 
rector of WMCA, N. Y. Steps into 
the spot Sunday (8), replacing Carl 
Fenton, who has held down that spot 
at Donald Flamm broadcaser for past 
two and a half years. 
| Several months ago Brusiloff left 
| WOR, where he was 
| Batoneer 
swisher. 








is a vet dance band stick- 





| schedule of Villanova, Catholic col- 
/lege near Philadelphia. 
staff conductor. | 


‘TOO MUCH GiB 
IN DAYTIME HR, 


Crosley’s WLW Seeks Solu- 
tion for Barrage of Serials 
in Afternoons — Would 
Minimize Strictly Dialog 
Programs — Conferring 


with Sponsors 


NO SUBSTITUTES 


Cincinnati, Aug. 3. 
Station WLW has already held a 
number of conferences with leading 


sponsors of daytime 
with a view to discovering, if pos- 
sible, some solution to the heavy 
barrage of sheer gab during morning 


radic programs 


and afternoon broadcast hours, An- 
other conference, this one with 
Procter & Gamble, is schedvied for 


Thursday (5), 

Crosley super-watter wuld like to 
minimize the scripts of an uad:'uted 
dialog character. Especially the 
elosely - packed daytime schedules 
that have grown in the last couple | 
of years as script shows have tended, | 
dollar for dollar, to build up im- 
pressive sponsor returns 

In its conversations to find a com- 
promise, WLW is actuated by a de- 


| called boxers were leaning over the 





sire to take a long-pull view of its 
showmanship, 
operation in the public interest, etc. 
It would like to have musical inter-| 
ludes break up the serials, but recog- | 
nizes practical production and cost 
difficulties. 

WLW has been mulling this mat- 
ter for some time. Sponsors are | 
receptive, but reportedly inquire:| 
‘What substitute can do as well as| 
the seripts?’ 

Sponsors agree, generally, that} 
there have been too many carbon| 
copies of shows like ‘Mary Sothern,’ 
‘Betty and Bob,’ ‘Ma Perkins,’ and 
so on, The traffic jam in daytime 
hokum threatens to bog down the 
effectiveness of the formula. Yet no- 
body is quite clear what can be 
done. 

General Mills has also discussed 
this question with WLW. Like Proc- 
ter & Gamble and a few others, 
this sponsor is a big user of daytime 
radio and a constant searcher after 
new entertainment to sponsor. G. M. 
will test a musical program, unde- 
cided as to set-up at present, on the 
WLW line this fall. 

WLW’s attention to the program 
schedule as a whole is in line with 
the issues also underlined by the ex- 
perimental aes at WWJ, Detroit. 





Maxwell Hage Heads NEA 
Radio Adaptations Push; 
Scripts Come In Bundles 


Newspaper Enterprise Ass’n, which 
services 800 papers, is entering radio 
Sept. 15 to peddle a bundle service of 
newspaper features adapted for 
radio. Beauty, fashion, Hollywood 
gossip, care of children, curiosities, 
crime never pays, home hints and 
poetry and philosophy are among the 
subjects to be tombined in a daily 
script service via mail. 

Maxwell Hage, former executive 
of WJAY, Cleveland, will set up and 
operate the radio adjunct which is 
routed through the Stephen Slesinger 
office, brokers for resale rights to 
NEA stuff. 

Exclusive privileges, one to a com- 
munity, and budget-form financing 
will be sales angles on the service. 
Some name writers will be available. 


Villanova for KYW 


Atlanta Refining has bought all of 
the ten football games on this year’s 


KYW, Philly, will air the tilts, 


| program by shouting the number. 





picking up the out-of-town 


games 
j by wire for the local-only outlet. | 








RADIO DAFFODILS 


Philadelphia—WFIL will present 








a script show built around William A 


Mahoney, wealthy Canadian, who caught the fainting bedy of the ‘lady 
known as Lou’ when Dangerous Dan McGrew was shot to death in a 
Yukon saloon. 

Cleveland—New York City edict barring dogs from apartment houses 
inspired WGAR to a special ‘Dog Daze’ program. Mayor Harold Burten 
issued an official welcome to the fugitive mutts. 

Nashville—WLAC interviewed the Soviet Russian flyers when they 
landed here on: “Which did you find more exciting, the North Pole or 


5) ¥ rar ? Bas: ePnaiin?t wolitianary nronagands tran tho Aiz-ar= 
Holly wood? rearing counter-revoiutionary propaganGaga trap the myers 


in Russian, answered ‘yes and no. Nashville thought Co-pitiot Yumashev 
good looking despite two big gold teeth. 
Toronto—Radio stations are to blame for the loss of $5,000 werth 


of homing pigeons. Leo Markle reports that of 1,500 pigeons liberated 
at St. Mary’s, Ontario, only four got by the radio beams. Spot announce- 
ments get the birds down. They circle about aimlessly and drep, stupified. 


Mexice City—A high class undertaker here is showing Yankee zip in 


going after more business. Advertising is done gracefully by a five-minute 
radio talk, backgrounded by the sort of music the newsreels play duving 
the permanent passing of a hero. It's a big click. 


New York City—Wladyslaw Ochrymowicz, a radio announcer employed 
by his brother, Teodoyia, has filed petition in bankruptcy in United 
States District court here. He cites liabilities of $12,009 but not his name. 

Lancaster, Pa.—Evereitt H. Jones 
carefully collected 27,000 pieces of 
WGAL program. He forgot 
letters into the furnace. 


promotion manager of a local bakery, 
mail accumulated in 26 weeks by a 
to tell the janitor, The janitor tossed the 


Philadelphia—Prize fights were so dull and colorless that Ira Walsh, 
WDAS sports gabber, began using his imagination entirely. Soon the so- 
ropes, listening to the vivid blow- 
by-blow description of the fight they were supposed to be fighting. 

Indianapolis—Station WFBM has had trouble with stray characters. 
Hawker of razor blades, shoestrings and pencils was narrowly restraimed 
from selling his wares to an announcer standing in front of an open mike. 
A kid selling one of those jitney journals actually got a few words in on 


its audience and of | Gilbert Forbes, a fellow journalist, while the latter was newscasting. Now 
| Frank Sharp, the program director, 


has a system of electric locks. 


Fargo-N. Dak.—Local laundry’s telephone number is ‘Fargo Four.’ Sta- 
tion WDAY suggested that announcer stand away from mike and oper up 
This was followed by explanation: 
we're just ae the Model Laundry.’ 


‘No, we’re not playing golf, 


New York City—Jessica Dr saebetts has been chosen by a committee 
representing the Wall Paper Institute as the inspiration for a new form of 
wall decorations especially de signed for radio and music lovers. 


CBS’ FRISCO SET-UP 


Into Palace Hotel—NBC Loses Spot 
as Remote 





GILLETTE COOL 
TOWARD RADIO 


Ruthrauff & Ryan agency loses 
the Gillette (Milton Berle show) ac- 


San Francisco, Aug. 3. 

New studios and offices for the 
local Columbia Broadcasting System 
staff will be housed ig a two-story 
structure above the Gold Ballroom 
in the Palace Hotel here. Set-up will 
ano Cae eaters ao © count when the latter goes off the 

Blueprints call for five studios, two/@!" Aug. 29. Account switches to 
large and three small, with exec of-| Maxon. _ 
fices, announcers’ lounge and pro- Along with the change of agencies, 
gram planning department on the Gillette, at least for the time being, 
first floor, and two clients’ rooms,| 'S dropping all plans for future 
music and transcription libraries,| radio advertising. Last year, Gillette 
publicity, news, engineering and| split its advertising budget 50-50 be- 
traffic departments on the second| tween newspaper and magazine- 
floor. radio expenditures. This year it will 

Technical installation will be super- | devote its entire allowance to news- 
vised by CBS construction engineer | papers and mags. 
James ‘Middlebrooks, who is_ in Gillette sales jumped via its radio 
charge of work on the new KSFO| program, but not enough to warrant 
transmitter at Islais Creek. William | the ether expenditures, according to 
Lescaze, who designed CBS’ new) its execs. Program is a _ coast-to- 
Hollywood building, is acting as con-| coaster over CBS. 


ey err 
building is expected to be ready for! Maybe Yes, Maybe No Is 
Status of Edward Petry 
Junior Station Set-Up 


occupancy about Nov. i. 
Edward Petry & Co. is undecided 


As a result of the CBS move into | 
the Palace, NBC will lose its remotes | 

about entering the sales representa- 
tion of smaller stations through the 


from the hotel effective today, with | 
CBS hereafter airing Paul Pendarvis. 

setting up of a subsidiary organiza- 
tion. 


Bert Gordon Bankrupt | 
Hank Cristal explains to Vanriery 


Barney Gorodetsky, known pro- 
fessionally as Bert Gordon, filed a 
voluntary petition in bankruptcy in | 
Monday (2), listing liabilities of | ‘Nat the idea is still, as it was orig- 
$1,679 and $250 assets. Eddie Cantor | ‘M@l!y, Just an idea. Various difficul- 
is a creditor on a $200 loan; Canter | ties, such as diversion of the part- 




















the Federal district court, New York, | 


bury Apts. Hollywood, $65 nter~ | ners’ time from their first concern, 
Belvedere hotel 'N Y. $250 and | Servicing the 35-odd big-watters, and 
Forrest hotel, N. Y. $500, also for the tough task of properly staffing 


such a 
| weighed. 

In other words, it 
| might not materialize. 


subsidiary, ave 
rent. ) have to be 


Gordon has been consistently on 
the radio with the Milton Berle 
radio program. Dialect comic is also 
slated to do personals with Berle, 
latter getting $6,500 a week for his 
act which, prior to his Gillette radio With addition of another show last 
program, was worth $4,500 tops. The | weck. KYW is now pumping 17 proe 
air and the RKO filmusical, *New | «rams week ly to NBC red. 
Faces,’ account for the $2,000 salary Approaches hich of last 
upping. | when 20 were being wired, 


might or it 





KYW Feeds 17 to NBC 
Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 
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Walter Winchell 


“Sit was a 


of which gave every 
powerfully at the boxp 


SAMUEL GOLDWYN presents 


Stella Dallas 


| with BARBARA STANWYCK « JouN BOLES - ANNE SHIRLEY 














! ALAN HALE e BARBARA’ O’NEIL 

) Written by Olive Higgins Prouty 
Dramatization by Harry Wagstaff Gribble 

and Gertrude Purcell 

i 


Directed by KING VIDOR 








...and its “an eventful week” in 
‘New York with “Stella Dallas” 


opening tomorrow at the Radio 


City Music Hall! 
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leventful week in the 
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S| or the screen, both 
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| DEAD END 
| another smash hit from SAMUEL GOLDWYN 


starring 


SYLVIA SIDNEY 
and JOEL M°CREA 


with HUMPHREY BOGART 
WENDY. .BARRIE * CLAIRE 


TREVOR: ALLEN JENKINS 
and the Dead End kids from the origin Mem. Sane ast 


Based on the play by Sidney Kingsley as produced by Norman Bel 
Geddes . anal a Lillian Hellman 








***Dead End’, directed flawlessly by Wil- 
liam Wyler and acted to the hilt by the 
entire cast!°? — Walter Winchell 


World Premiere, Tuesday, August 17th, 
Rivoli Theatre, N. Y.° 
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from H'wood’s XERB, New 


100,000-Watter (Mexican), Has Ideas 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Originating programs in Holly- 
wood, remote-controlling them to 
Mexico and then blasting them back 
to the States is what station XERB, 


a new 100,000-watter, plans to do 
beginning next month, Testing will 
begin Aug. 15. 

President of the station is M. K 
Barbacheno, head of the Border 
Electric & Telephone Co., with 
Harry Kronick, Spring street real- 
tor of L. A., as manager. Station 
has cost $150,000 to date and is at 
Esta Rose Rita, 16 miles south of Tia 
Juana. 

Biggest argument station has, as 
a commercial proposition, is that 
Mexico is Uncle Sam’s sixth best 
customer, and that can be stepped up 
if sponsors try hard enough. 

As this country’s sixth best cus- 
tomer, the Mexicans figure they’re 
entitled to a sixth part of the air 
on the North American continent, 
but will settle for iess. At a confer- 
ence in Havana in November they 
expect to get a clear channel for 
coastwise broadcasting. If they den’t 
get it they have, they say, enough 
power in XERB to blast through 11 
western states. 

On price, too, they have no wor- 
ties, figuring they can seli time at 
$250 an hour for this ll-state cov- 
erage, whereas the best the major 
chains can do out here is $1,500 an 
hour. 

Idea of building the station came 
after KNX of L. A. was sold to 
Columbia and as a consequence 
dropped many features which made 


’ it a favorite from Mexican border to 


Canada. Northwest particularly felt 
the change and XEREBE is assured this 
old KNX clientele provided it lays 
down the liberal policy on which 
the original KNX was built. 

Powers in command of XERB 
make no bones abeut where. their 
sympathies lay. Politically they are 
ClIO-minded and plan to blast all 
reactionary political setups in the 
west. They have J. A. (Foghorn) 
Murphy in to handle that end of 
their policy and Gene Dabney to 
handle the musical programs. 

Mexican government has signed a 
20-year contract, giving XERB a 
franchise to 1957 on 730 kilocycles. 
After the Havana conferences at 
which there is expected to be a re- 
shuffling of wave bands, with Mex- 
ico asking for nine first class allo- 
cations, XERB expects to have a 
clear channel on the 730 thing. 

Only station oi any power out of 
Mexico now is Dr. Brickley’s medi- 
cine show which is so powerful it 
comes even inte Chicago like a street 
car. Doc ism the AMA doghouse. 
but still keeps peddling the old 
snake oil. 

XERB figures it can_ interest 
enough legitimate biz to carry on 
without recourse to Doe Brickley’s 
hoke, and if big boys don’t like it, 
it can always blast. 

Station plans to move ahead on 
television, figuring the major chains 
are holding back for reasons best 
known to themselves. In fact the 
boys have big plans about every- 
thing but talent. No heavy talk on 
that item as yet, but they figure 
since they won't have to-ship talent 
to Mexico but can operate out of 
Hollywood by remote control, tal- 
ent is the least of their problems. 





Important Plans 





Skowhegan, Me., July 28. 
Ediior, Variety: 

Thank you for giving AIRADS 
space in your issue of July 21. While 
New York and Chicago are all agog 
about what AIRADS are, or is.. 
the inhabitants of this territory are 
still wondering what Vartety is. To 
all questioners, we simply say that 
‘Variety is the spice of life,’ and go 
on our way. One guy, after being 
told this, looked us up later and said 
that he couldn’t find our announce- 
ment in ‘Life.’ 

This joke is copyrighted by AIR- 
ADS, who can have it if they want 
it. 

Like a few other agencies in your 
Fall Forecast Number, we have im- 
portant plans for the coming season, 
but we can say nothing about them 
now. 

Maurice Dolbier 
President, ATRADS. 

P.S. WABI, in Bangor, coming in 
good in spite of weather conditions 
and Addie Palmer. 





Press Agent Arrives 





Newport, R. IL, Aug. 3. 

Johnny Johnstone of WOR, 
New York, patent-holder on 
play-work (also known as the 
anti-dullboy formula) arrived 
here in plenty of time for an 
ample weekend and the so- 
called race between that Eng- 
lish raft and Kid Vanderbilt’s 
sailing sloop with the hidden 
motor. 

Johnstone who used to be in 
the Navy (narrowly escaped 
several battles) is doing re- 
search for his thesis in play- 
work. He's a guest of a Naval 
officer, name withheld, in a snug 
harbor surrounded by Tom 
Collins and a Transradio ticker. 














102 MEXICAN 
STATIONS IN 
NETWORK 


Mexico City, Aug. 3. 

First informal linking together of 
Mexico’s 102 radio stations into a 
‘network’ now occurs Sunday nights 
from 10 to 11 p.m. At that time the 
government’s publicity cohorts pre- 
sent a program of Mexican songs, 
music and lectures. 

Program is described as ‘coordina- 
tion’ and not government dictator- 
ship of the stations. About 10% of 
the country’s population is equipped 
to receive radio programs. Or about 
1,800,000 sets. 

Station XEJP, Mexico City, is in 
rebellion against the Federal gov- 
ernment because of a fine of stiff 
size. News commentator on station 
allegedly outraged government by 
tenor of remarks on Spanish civil 
war. Its first fine in years against a 
station because of political comment. 


Philco Dealers Fill In 
Boake Carter Period 


St. Louis, Aug. 3. 

With Boake Carter’s CBS net spots 
cut to three a week, KMOX is filling 
Tuesdays and Thursdays with news 
broadcasts for benefit of dialers ac- 
>ustomed to six-a-week news diet. On 
Tuesday, KMOX throws in 15 min- 
utes sustaining news program. 

Thursdays, Phileo dealers of Mis- 
souri, sponsor 15 minutes of news 
edited by Harry W. Flannery and an- 
nounced by Sid Saunders. 


W3XAU Gets Billing 


Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 

WCAU readying to splurge out on 
publicity and promotion for its 
short-wave sister, W3XAU. Short 
waver for several years now has 
carried aii siation’s regular pro- 
grams. First step was removal of 
KYW call letters from front of 
WCAU building, and replacement 
with W3XAU. KYW, which occu- 
pies studios in WCAU building, is 
moving shortly. Directional antenna 
has also been added. 

Short wave adjunct is no possible 
use to the station commercially, ex- 
cept for showmanship, Doc Levy 
admits. 














Lenore Ulric Seeks Script 


Lenore Ulrie has signed with the 
Kass- Tohrner program - producing 
agency to an autumn series of script 
shows. Actress has recovered from 
recent attack of pleurisy. 

Arthur Kass is now leafing through 
books for an acceptable piece. Lead- 
ing the field of likelies is ‘Limehouse 
Nights, book of short stories by 
Thomas Burke. 


Ruth Chilton at WSYR 


Syracuse, Aug. 3. 

Ruth Chilton from WEEI, Boston, 
is at WSYR here as head of the 
‘Home Institute.’ She’s a contralto 
and actress in addition. to an expert 
on housewife affairs. 

Will conduct daily Women’s Club 
of Air. 





| 
| 
| 








CANDID DOC LEVY 


A Flop Survey Is a Flop Survey to 
WwCcAU ' 








Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 

First returns from the 10,000 ques- 
tionnaires sent to farmers in four 
Pennsylvania counties by WCAU are 
very disappointing, according to Doc 
Levy, prez of station. Survey, de- 
signed to learn listening habits of the 
agricultural audience, only proved to 
Doc: ‘Farmers seem to be just like 
normal human beings.’ 

Station hoped to prove agricultur- 
ers dialed in at early morning hours 
that were unsellable for any other 
purpose. 





CHAMBER OF COMMERCE | 


APPEALS KTHS SWITCH 


Little Rock, Aug. 3. 

Hot Springs Chamber of Com- 
merce (29) appealed to the Arkansas 
supreme court from a Pulaski 
county chancery decree ordering 
that it carry out the sale of radio 
Station KTHS, Hot Springs, to 
Colonel T. H. Barton and Radio 
Enterprises, Inc. 

Colonel Barton contended that the 
chamber attempted to break the 
contract after its board of governors 
agreed last year to sell him the sta- 
tion for $25,000 cash and (five 
promissory notes of $10,000 each. 

Several months ago Chancellor 
Frank Dodge ruled the action of the 
chamber membership in voting to 
rescind action of the board of gov- 
ernors did not affect cancellation of 
the contract. He issued an injunc- 
tion ordering the chamber to de- 
liver the station to Barton. 

Chancellor Dodge’s decision said 
it was impossible to continue suc- 
cessful operation of station KTHS in 
Hot Springs because radio equip- 
ment did not function efficiently. 

Application is om file with the 
FCC to move station KTHS from 
Hot Springs here. 


COCA-COLA 1007, SANS 
COMEDY GOES SEPT. 10 


Talent lineup for the Coca-Cola 
program, 10-10:45 p. m. Friday nights 
over CBS, starting this autumn in- 
cludes Kitty Carlisle, baritone Reed 
Kennedy, Frank Crumit as m. c., and 
a 45-piece orch batoned by Gus 
Haenschen. There will also be a 20- 
voice male chorus, and the Song- 
smiths quartet, with the latter due 
to get their label changed for the 
program into something tying in with 
the product. Auditions are now go- 
ing on for a femme swing singer who 
will round out the roster. 

Program will be a straight musical 
one, sans any comedy. There will be 
weekly one guest act once the show 
gets going. 

Felix Coste, of the D’Arcy agency. 
which handles the Coca-Cola ac- 
count, will produce the programs i: 
association with Walter Craig. 

Tentative starting date for the 
show is Sept. 10. 


Holt, Norton Take Over 


Birmingham, Aug. 3. 

Thad Holt, quondam national di- 
rector of WPA, and Ed Norton, local 
realtor, Sunday (1) took over WAPI, 
college-owned station; on a 15-year 
lease. Broadcaster has pending be- 
fore FCC a contract whereby it 
would switch from NBC to CBS. 
Under this arrangement, if okaved, 
WBRC, present Birmingham CBS 
outlet, will switch to the red chain. 
CBS. incidentally, would get a 45% 
interest in WAPI. 

Among the first ideas of Holt and 
Norton is a plan to secure a power 
boost from station’s present 5,000 
watts and a clear channel. Time is 
now shated with KVOO. Tulsa. 

WBRC has obtained FCC permit 
to increase to 5,000 watts. 


McEvoy’s Dad-Son Idea 


Radio program is being framed for 
auditioning by J. P. McEvoy. Con- 
structed around ‘Father Meets Son’ 
idea. McEvoy, himself, will preside. 
His wife may also appear if program 
is extended to include ‘mother- 
daughter’ slant. Roger White office is 
pushing. 

Father-son relationship angle was 
at one time started by White agency, 
with Ernest Truex and his son, 
Phillip. 























jin the fall. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


By penciling Kellogg for football sponsorship, WBBM, Chicago, has 
set radio plans for a couple of its best clients and, at the same time, 
given Kellogg a long-desired sport period on that station. 

In the past, Kellogg has always been prevented from getting the WBBM 
spot, which usually went to General Mills, Kellogg’s biggest business rival, 
and one of biggest spenders on WBBM. Two years ago, for example, Kel. 
logg wanted to buy baseball, and was prevented only when General Mills 
stepped in and signed for two years. 

But, the possible ire of one of their largest clients isn’t all WBBM wit 
have to face if the tentatively agreed deal is finally inked. Socony Vacuum 
also a spender on the Columbia key, having baseball on alternate days 
currently, is understood to have wanted the football schedule, and was 
only dallying over line charges when Kellogg executives walked in with 
memo. So Socony is also reported to be in a huff. 





up- 
has 


Announcement that Tom Fizdale, publicity relations lad of Chicago, 
would open offices in Hollywood next month and the circular titled, ‘You 
Never Know,’ which recently went to radio agencies, sponsors and execu. 
tives extolling his virtues as a publicist is being frowned on by network 
executives. Brochure or pamphlet explaining that Fizdale ‘is highly re. 
garded as a stunt creator,’ relates the Senator Vandenburg election cam. 
paign phonograph record instance as being ‘a fight that was fixed.’ 

This angle, ringing in both NBC and CBS, and explanation of the ‘chain. 
and-radiator’ gag at ‘Excelsior Springs to the effect that Fizdale ‘was 
called in,’ was eyed askance by high radio officials. Latter instanee was 
concluded with explanation the gir] in the ‘first sit-down strike for love’ 
was a guest star with Phil Baker, all of which annoyed network execu. 
tives no little. 


New York daily radio editor has been especially considerate of WQXR 
during last several weeks, after long ignoring station. Even the staff at 
the broadcaster does not understand reason for the kindness and solicitude. 

It seems that the managing editor of the sheet got to be quite a fan of 
the high fidelity station’s classical transcription programs and after seme 
weeks of noticing absence of comment in his paper’s column queried his 
radio coverer. Was told that the station was ‘inconsequential.’ But after 
the m. e. disclosed his fave station, the columnist seemed to no longer 
consider WQXR ‘inconsequential.’ 


Radio Corp. of America and General Electric Corp. were granted a per- 
manent injunction Wednesday (28) by Federal Judge John C. Knox re- 
straining Eli and Oscar Dane, Dubro Radio & Television Corp., Majestic 
Radio Corp., and others from infringing on receiving patents controlled 
by the plaintiffs. Court decided defendants had made‘use of the patents 
without proper authority from RCA. Other defendants affected by the 
order are the Webster Stores, Inc., Avon Stores, Inc., and Paul R. Nachen- 
son, 





WOR, New York, is aiming most of its sales promotional emphasis upon 
its ‘supplemental’ character. National advertisers using network time are 
solicited on the argument that metropolitan New York is worth added 
programing to drain off additional cream. Procter & Gamble, Sherwin- 
Williams, Sweetheart soap, Personal Finance, Colgate, Vick, Lever Bros., 
Alka-Seltzer, Sterling Products are among accounts that have accepted 
this reasoning. 





Adele Ronson, who plays the frau on ‘John’s Other Wife’ dramatic serial 
over NBC, has been taking a ribbing lately from other members of the 
cast. Gal is taking treatments at a beauty gym and has been staggering 
into the studio daily about nine-tenths collapsed. 

Other players have been accusing her of taking the script too seriously 
and trying to compete with the ‘other’ wife (Phyllis Welch, from legit) for 
‘John’s’ affections. 


Fanchon & Marco has a bureau to handle air scripts and ether rights 
to novels and kindred literary works. Some writers will be hired by 
F. & M. to whip into radio shape dramatizations after the agency has 
secured exclusive ether rights to the yarns. F. & M. will then try to 
peddle the ideas to ad agencies or sponsors direct. Sam Shayon heading 
the new activity. 





Appearance of Andre Kostelanetz and Lily Pons on Grant Park Chicago 
concert Saturday (31), said to have been arranged by Chesterfield, which 
is dissatisfied with amount of publicity its program has been getting 
in Chi. Same situation existed last year, but no date could be arranged 
for them. Pair heavily feted by CBS during their stay in Chicago. Now 
en route to Hollywood. 





Transamerican Broadcasting & Television Corp. has sent out a reprint 
of the lead story in Variety’s recent fall forecast section.. Prepared by 
Adrian James Flanter, the pamphlet is captioned, ‘How Important Is The 
Program?’ It emphasizes John L. Clark’s conviction that the program is 
all-important. 

NBC musical and dramatic programs, as well as ‘specials’ with an- 
nouncements in Oriental languages, will be sent to China and other Far 
East countries, if the Federal Communications Commssion grants the Gen- 
eral Electric Co. permission to build a short-wave station at Belmont, Cal, 
operating mainly between midnight and 6 a.m. 

Joe Bostic has commenced a radio column in the Baltimore Afro-Ameti- 
can which is unique in that it is the only radio writeup in any publication 
which confines itself to comment on colored performers only. 

Some of the other Negro newspapers around carry ether sticks but sift 
in ofay items. 





Marvin E. Mueller, announcer at KMOX, was collaborator of ‘Lucky,’ 
new song introduced in engagement of ‘Prince of Pilsen’ in Forest Park, 
open air theatre in St. Louis. Mueller and Robert L. Scharff, an insur- 
ance man, produced the lyrics and the music was done by Winfield 
Homer, a real estate dealer. 

Leon Goldstein, p.a. at WMCA, New York, has arranged with the New 
York News, Post, Times, Sun, World-Telegram, Mirror and Herald Tribune 
to quote editorials fer a weekly ‘editorial digest.’ 








Lem and Martha on Discs Tom Revere Back East 
With Palmolive Ideas 





Chicago, Aug. 3. | 
Dise deal using the comedy team of | 
Lem and Martha Turner of WHO, | Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Des Moines, being set for a 10-station i : 
ride for Oshkosh Overalls. |. Tam Ravens, Seen ae Oar 
Ros Metzger, chief of radio here | * Bowles radio division, has re 
for the Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, | turned east with recommendations t? 
— have the team platterized on a | his organization on possibilities fot 
placement deal with Transamerican, , : . . son 
with the local RCA Victor studio |* "tlmolive show next season. 
Revere talked with several 


slated for the waxing. 
Lem and Martha have been on/|ture studio execs on talent 
auditioned several important screen 


WHO on a test shot for Oshkosh. 
Will be a five-a-week ride starting | names. Frank McCracken returned 
‘with him, 
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Chain Income from Time Sal 
NBC 
1937 1936 1935 1934 
January ...eeeceees $3,541,999 $2,681,895 $2,895,037 $2,391,667 
February ....-++++. 3,295,782 2,714,300 2,758,319 2,211,637 
March .....ececeeee 3,614,283 3,037,873 3,025,308 2,507,890 
April ...+eeee cece 3,277,321 2,741,928 2,682,143 2,373,890 
MARY occ ceccccccccce 3,214,819 2,561.720 2,685,211 2,475,173 
HIG ccc eevee cece 3,003,387 2,323,546 2,380,845 2,177,857 
Fd a's F500 Seed 2,707,450 2.449,983 2,208,935 1,864,420 
TORRE i cis cdo $22,655,041 $18,511,245 $18,635,798 $16,295,534 
CBS 
1937 1936 1935 193 
BOMMGTY cic sc eesees $2.378,620 $1,901,023 $1,768,949 $1,405,948 
February ...--..e+ 2,264,317 1,909,146 1,654,461 1,387,823 
MARTH os h.cs bon eess 2,559,716 2,172,382 1,829,553 1,524,904 
MPI. 60 cd dy cm es ous - 2,596,238 1,950,939 1,615,389 1,371,601 
BEAY .cccccss erasame’ 2,552,374 1,749,517 1,287,455 1,255,887 
MI has dus 060 0% ones 2,476,576 1,502,768 1,066,729 925,939 
ae ee eee ee 1,288,412 1,292,775 910,470 620,290 
ORE “ous ivansecics $16,816,253 $12,478,550 $10,133,006 $2,492,392 














July Kicks Bogey-Man in the Pants: 
NBC, $2,707,450; CBS, $1,988,412 


This is the summer of the big kick 
in the pants for the bogey-man, July 
used to look like Boris Karloff made 
up for a little blood at twilight. Now 
—run the orb across those compara- 


- tive totals back to 1934—the summer 


figures look like the British war 


debt. 

Columbia, in long pants and an- 
swering present since Monday on the 
big stock exchange, was 53.8% ahead 
of July, 1936, or $1,988,412. 

NBC is up 11.4% in the rarefied 
precincts of a gross tally of $2,707,- 
450. Within heel-grabbing of $3,- 
000,000. In the sweltering month of 
July. It’s a runaway! 


Red network at $2,018,820 was 
25.1% hypoed over the stanza a year 
back, while the blue with more sus- 
tainers than just Shakespeare dipped 
under its 1936 figure and turned in 
$688,630, a 15% drop. 

NBC red and CBS are, of course, 
the customary side-by-side measures 
of network billing. 

Mutual time sales figures not in- 
cluded this week. Its bookkeepers 
are slower. 


Fortune Teller 
Will Sidestep 
FCC Opposish 


Myra Kingsley, fortune teller, 
starting on a five-a-weeker over Mu- 
tual Sept. 7 for Hecker Foods, has 
gone over with her sponsor the sort 
of material she will use. Out are 
all prognostications, and instead of 
advising listeners on future possibil- 
ities, Miss Kingsley will star-gaze 
household hints, tips on rearing chil- 
dren and kindred stuff for femmes. 
No risk will be run of FCC criticism 
of her copy. 

On the program with the astrologer 
will be Jean Paul King. 


Fred Ibbett to L. A. 


Chicago, Aug 3. 
Fred Ibbett has been signatured 
by the F. Wallis Armstrong agency 
as director and produccr of the 

Campbell ‘Hollywood Hotel’ show. 
Ibbett, who has been radio depart- 
ment head of the local Aubrey, 
Moore & Wallace agency for several 
years, hops to the Coast imme- 
diately to take over the show. 
Understood Ibbett has a three-year 
tag, broken up by the usual options. 
Ibbett is best known for his pro- 
ductions of the ‘First Nighter’ and 

Grand Hotel’ shows for Campana. 














‘Bill Bacher Reporting to 
M-G Aug. 15; On Vacash 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
Bill Bacher, who gave up the pro- 








become radio supervisor and pro- 
duction exec at Metro, joins the 
Culver City plant Aug. 15. 


Meantime, Bacher is vacationing at 
Lake Tahoe. 


4N. W. Stations 
Set Up Own 
Indie Network 


Seattle, Aug. 3. 








creating an interstate network and 
not waiting for a contemplated 
small-watt, part-time chain forma- 


KXL, Portland; KFPY, Spokane, and 
KGIR, Butte, have banded together 
to go after national advertising copy 
in a big way. 

This combine also steps on the 


west triangle, Seattle, Spokane and 
Portland, a combination in trade 
area sold frequently. 

According to Bob Priebe, manager 
of the local station, KRSC, the net- 
work will be extended. 

At the present time, two-hour 
programs will be pumped from the 
various stations each Friday eve- 
ni3z, alternating. No name has 


been selected for the foursome, but | 
listeners will be asked to select a | 


handle. The first tie-in program 
went out Friday evening (30). 





Busse Draws Renewal 


Chicago, Aug. 3. 

Mar-O Oil has picked up the op- 
tion on the Henry Busse orchestra, 
running new contract to Sept. 19. 
This will complete a full year on 
the commercial for the Busse band. 

Understood that oii shampoo will 
continue the Busse setup for at least 
another annum, 





Lauretta Hopton’s Job 


Lauretta Hopton yesterday (Tues- 
|day) left WMCA N. Y. publicity de- 
partment to join J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency. 

In her new berth the publicist will 
| work under Jack Gorley, eastern ad 
and sales promotion chief for the 
accounts handled by the Chicago 
‘office of Thompson. 
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RADIO ALARMED 


Nazi Propaganda Slipped 
Into Unexpected Places— 
Stations Rented Time to) 
Contractors 





HITLER’S VOICE 





While Congressman Samuel Dick- 
stein was quite right last week in | 
asserting that Nazi propaganda has 
ridden the air waves over American 
Stations, it’s a cinch none will in the 
future. Nazis have been scared off 


and even more scared are the sta- 
tions WBNX, WFAB, WHOM, 
WBBC and WWRL, all smallies in 


the metropolitan New York area, 





ducing post on ‘Hollywood Hotel’ to | 


Taking the bull by the horns by | 


tion in this state, KRSC, Seattle; | 


toes of NBC and CBS on their north- | 


whom Dickstein openly named as 
carrying the Hitler-hurraying stuff. 

None of the stations apparently 
ever welcomed or wanted Nazi 
cheers on their wavelengths. When- 
ever they discovered it, they imme- 
diately scotched it. Only complaint 
could be that the stations left them- 
| selves open to constant repetitions 
of the same. 


All of the Nazi propaganda was 
delivered in the German tongue. It 
| sifted out on programs bankrolled 
by sponsors who sought to reach a 
| Teuton audience. Stations had noth- 
|ing to do with these programs, but 
| merely sold the time in bulk lots to 
|‘contractors’ and these contractors, 
| Elsie Maria Troja and Herbert Oett- 
gen on WBNX, John Veistel on 


Won’t Touch 


Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 

WCAU left holding the sack 
this week with exclusive rights 
to special events broadcast that 

didn’t come off. Much letter 

| writing and phoning by Ken 
Stowman, p. a., won for station 
right to air everything in con- 
nection with visit of Russian 
polar fliers to Philly today. 

But the Mayor announced his 
candidacy for governor last 
week, and inasmuch as no gov- 
ernor should be seen with any- 
thing from Russia, he refused 
an official handshake. Spurned, 
the flyers arranged to duck 
around Philly. 





| 
| 
} 

















WFAB, Otto Veller on WHOM, Hans 
Muennz on WBBC, and Helmuth 
Wessels on WWRL, peddled the pe- 
|riods to sponsors secured by them- 
selves, 


Mr. Average Man would probably 
not believe that the voice of Hitler 
in an appeal has actually been heard 
via a transcription over a U. S. sta- 
| tion on a commercial program spon- 
sored by a firm doing business in this 
country, but it has. Likewise the 
; waxed voice of Josef Goebbels, Nazi 
| No. 1 Propaganda Minister, as well 
as speeches by other Swastika tops. 


Hidden Away 


| Such talks usually cropped up 
most unexpeciedly on lengthy tran- 
scriptions otherwise devoted to or- 
chestral and vocal music. Each time 
such a thing happened on one of the 
local stations and a vigorous squawk 
was registered with the ‘contractors,’ 
it was termed a ‘mistake’ and a 
promise was rendered that it would 
not occur again. But, it seems, the 
‘mistakes’ occurred repeatedly. 

Not only talks, but the Horst Wes- 
sel Song was rung into programs 
even more. 

Another method of Nazi propa- 
senda was the case of live guest 
talkers in German. Stations 0.0.’d 
their scripts and found ’em harmless, 
but the talkers ad libbed on the air, 
with the result Catholics, Jews and 
many American institutions were at- 
tacked. 


Nazi Camps 





None of the stations named by 
Dickstein ever accepted commer- 
cials from the Nazi ‘summer camps’ 
now in operation in New York State 


S 


Snobbish Department Stores N.S.G. 
As Sharers of Network Show Costs 





Them Feudin’ Hellers 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 3. 

Thar's feudin’ in the Heller 
family these days for listeners 
because a couple of the clan are 
hitting the air waves at exactly 
the same time. While Jackie 
Heller is going out over the Red 
network of NBC every Monday 
from 5.45-6 out of Chicago, his 
brother-in-law, Herman Middle- 
man, and his orchestra are air- 
ing over the Blue from KDKA 
and the Nixon cafe. 

So far the score’s even, but 
Ma Heller is throwing the bal- 
ance in favor of Jackie, figur- 
ing that Herman got into the 
set-up on a marriage license. 











and New Jersey, but every camp has 
sought time, and each is pretty 
miffed at being refused. They want- 
ed air time to ballyhoo the projects 
in German. 

One Nazi - sympathetic weekly 
newspaper, published in N. Y. in 
both English and German, known as 
Beobachter (Streicher publishes a 
sheet in Nuremburg labeled the 
same) has also sought radio oppor- 
tunity on WBNX and WWRL, but 
the stations firmly nixed. 

Me‘hod of Nazi radio propaganda 
in the U. S. is subtle. In New York 
the Europa Import Co. stands ready 
to supply free to any station broad- 
cast musical catalogs of transcrip- 
tions made by the Telefunken re- 
cording outfit in Berlin. Europa 
justifies its gratis supplying of these 
waxes by saying that many Ameri- 
cans wish to purchase transcriptions 
of spceches and other events oc- 
curring in Germany, and that the 
ballyhoo of the availability of these 
transcriptions on a broadcaster is 
well worth giving ’em to the air 
free. 

Germany also has sent over a 
battalion of talkers from time to 
time, who are eased onto the ozone 
as guests on the transcribed pro- 
grams, and, in live voice, seek to in- 
terest listeners in the aims of Na- 
zism. 


Another roundabout way of im- 
planting Nazi atmosphere was the 
recording Oettgen made of the cere- 
mony held on boat-deck before the 
bodies of these killed in the Hinden- 
burg disaster were shipped back. 
The wax was used on WBNX in a 
memorial program on bought time. 
But all the Heil Hitlers and Horst 
Wessel chanting was included. Pur- 
pose of the airing was plainly to 
seep some more Nazi atmosphere 
into the homes of the listeners. 


Shortwave, Too 


Another stunt is the sending to 
American stations regular short- 
wave broadcast folios from Ger- 
many. The Rundfunk Geselbaschaft 
in Rerlin mails these to the U. S., 
giving blanket permission for sta- 
tions here to pick up the short- 
wavers and rebroadcast them here 
on the stations’ wavelengths. While 
this ‘service’ has been ignored, it is 
still offered as many stations as the 
Nazi agents in the U. S. tip their 


Ferlin bosses as possibly naive 
enouch, 
NBC, incidentally, unwittingly is 


eredited with giving Nazism a wal- 
lopins upbeat in its homeland. Last 
October the rally of American Nazis, 


held in Madison Square Garden, 
was short-waved to Germany by 
NBC, and as interpreted for the 


hearers abroad, it was made to ap- 
pear that ‘America’s biggest broad- 
cast chain in America’s biggest and 
most famous gathering place’ was 


Mutual network is line 


up firms in the towns the web has 
outlets to get up another of 
co-operative chain programs of the 
sort a group of individual depart- 
ment stores sponsored last year over 
Mutual. That program was a 45- 
min. variety show on Friday morn- 
ings which used rotating guest per- 
formers backed each week by a dif- 
ferent name orch. 


trying to 


The projected program being 
heated up by the network’s Fred 
Weber will take on any sort of 
business as a sponsor in the dif- 
ferent towns. Big hindrance in lin- 
ing up last year’s program was the 


fact many of the department stores 
(since such emporiums alone were 
solicited) got worked up when dis- 
covering what outfits were sharing 
the program expenses in adjacent 
towns. Some of the stores dcemed 
others on the hookup of lower dig- 
nity. Department stores are notably 
snobbish, 

Mutual now believes that by ar- 
ranging an association of sponsors of 
different businesses the network can 
thwart any chance nose-tilting and 
bickering. 

Program now in mind for such a 
setup would be headed by George 
Jessel and Norma Talmadge (Mrs, 
J.). 


PAID ADMISH 
TO BROADCAST 
POSSIBLE 





Washington, Aug. 3. 

New departure for broadcast biz 
may develop at WRC and WMAL, if 
visitors to NBC’s new modernistic 
studios do not slow up. With ap- 
proximately 10,000 people plodding 
through the place since July 22, of- 
ficials have under consideration a 
plan for a regular commercial broad- 
cast which may be attended by the 
public for a small admission fee. 

More than 250 visitors have been 
taken on tours of the building daily 
—with trips conducted every half- 
hour—since official opening two 
weeks ago and more than 250 show 
up for night excursions. 

While no details have been ar- 
ranged it is known that NBC heads 
are thinking of weekly, or semi- 
weekly program, for which they 
will either find local sponsor or con- 
duct on sustaining basis. Belief is 
that the general public is sufficiently 
interested in watching the wheels go 
‘round to make two-bits’ contribu- 
tion for the privilege of sitting in on 
a broadcast. 





Norman Craig Dies 


— 


Norman Craig, 63, one of the vets 
of the station rep biz, died suddenly 
of a stroke Sat. (31) in New York. 
Member of the firm of Craig & Hol- 
lingberry, which has 23 stations on 
its list, Craig headed the New York 





office at the time of his death. 

Late rep was with the Frank Sea- 
|man ad agency years ago, rising toa 
|V. p. position.in charge of the Du- 
| Pont account, Leaving, Craig served 
\a stretch of account executive work 
| with Campbell-Ewald, and in 192 


airing the show throughout this , joined Scott Howe Bowen, the origi- 
country. And when films and still jnal big-time station sales rep. In the 
shots were sent back to Germany | Summer of 1934 Craig formed the 


mikes in the 
with NBC's initials, 


showing 
labeled 


Garden | Present firm with George P. Holling. 
the | berry. Latter now chiefs the Chicago 
Germans began to wonder if Ameri- | Office of the outfit. 


Firra maintains 


cans weren't becoming friendly to branches in Detroit and Jacksonville 
Hitler. NBC did the short-wave job | also. 


merely as a courtesy gesture which | 


Eurial was in New York Monday 


American networks always accord! (1). Survived by his widow, Mrs, 
the broadcasting setups of foreign | Jeanne Craig, who was active in the 
countries, and was innocently una-/| firm’s business and will continue ia 
ware of how the situation was col- | charge of the New Yor! headquar- 


ored abroad. 
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FCC. Dusts Off 
157 Petitions; 
2? Links Pend 


Washington, Aug. 3. 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sioners, at one of their infrequent 
summer round-ups, last week con- 
verged in Washington to clean up 





staggering pile of unfinished busi- 
ness. 

Piece-work totalled 157 - separate 
transactions and _ indicated  sub-| 


stantial boom in new station biz, with | 
22 apolications for proposed trans- 
mitters set for hearing. 

Break-down of what was accom- 
plished showed 17 extensions or re- 
newals of licenses granted; 29 ex- 
tensions of special temporary au- 
thority for changes in hours of 
operation okayed, and 10 other ap- 





= ——————————SSSSS 





F.C.C.’S WASHINGTON DOCKET 





DECISIONS 


Arkansas: KTHS, Hot Springs Chamber of Com- 
merce, Hot Springs National Park, granted extension 
of license to Feb. 1 to operate on 1060 ke with 1 kw, 
simultaneous with WBAL, Baltimore, from 6 a.m, to 


local sunset, sharing nights. 

California: KMPC, Beverly Hills, granted 60-day ex- 
tension of present license; KMPC, Beverly Hills Broad- 
casting Corp., Beverly Hills, application for unlimited 
time dismissed at request. of applicant (station now 
operates on 710 ke with 500 watts, limited with WOR, 
Newark). 

Connecticut: WTIC, Hartford, extension of 
special experimental authority to Feb. 1, for simulta- 
neous operation with KRLD, Dallas. 

Georgia: WTFI, Athens, denied authority to operate 
former transmitter of WTFI unlimited time on 1310 ke 
with 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, pending action 
of the commission on application for that authority. 

Lowistana: State Broadcasting Corp., New Orleans, 
application for new station to be operated on 1500 ke 
with 100 watts dismissed at applicant’s request. 


granted 





plications approved. Total of 47 ap- 


plications was set for hearing and | 


nine licenses for new high fre- 


quency or experimental relay broad- | 
nod. | 
Division also denied two} 
and re-| 


cast stations received the 
Broadcast 
requests, dismissed four 
turned four others to its closed 
files, taking action on seven miscel- 
laneous applications and ratifying 
six applications already authorized. 
Representing first meeting of 
Broadcast Divisionites in four weeks, 
docket was principally distinguished 
for unusual number of new station 
requests referred to Comish ex- 
aminers. Increasing interest in 
establishment of high frequency 
broadcast stations also has been 
noted in past few months. 


Following broadcast meeting, Com- 
missioners scampered back to vaca- 
tion spots, leaving Judge Eugene O. 
Sykes in charge of radio matters. 


NORMAN BAKER 
EYES ARKANSAS 


Little Rock, Aug. 3. 








Articles of incorporation for Nor- | 


man Baker, Inc., to operate a radio 
station, sanitorium and pharmacy at 


Eureka Springs, Ark., were filed in | 


the secretary of state’s office here 
last week. It was learned that 
Baker has already contracted to 
purchase a large hotel in Eureka 
Springs with the idea of converting 
it into a sanitorium. 

Baker—who has spent a few 
weeks recently in Eureka Springs— 
has planned to advertise the health 
resort for the time being over his 
Mexico station. 





‘MARY SOTHERN’ REPEAT 


CBS Pregram Intact as Originated 
For WLW Line 
Cincinnati, Aug. 3. 

‘Mary Sothern’ script show, on 
WLW the past two and one-half 
years, under Lehn & Fink sponsor- 
ship, resumes Oct. 4 for its usual 
Monday through Friday stretch on 
that station, but it will originate at 
the New York end of the WLW line 
and be carried also by WHN, New 
York, and WFIL, Philadelphia, also 
of the WLW line. Program's time is 
4:15 to 4:30 p.m., EST. 

Under new set-up, however, the 
‘Mary Sothern’ show will be pro- 
duced by its author, Don Becker, 
formerly of WLW and now with 
Transamerican. 

Minabelle Abbott, who has filled 
the Mary Sothern role for more than 
a year, will probably transfer from 
the WLW staff here to New York to 
continue in the show. 

In addition to the WLW line 
broadcasts, the show will be re- 
peateu regularly on CBS, to be done 
by the same cast and following the 
same script. but at a different tire. 

William Esty & Co., N. Y. C., is the 
agency. : ' 








Offers Bruce Bairnsfather 
Kass-Tohrner, program producing 
firm, has built a 30-min. musical 
program around Bruce (‘The Better 
’Ole’) Bairnsfather, which is now 
being auditioned for ad agencies. 
Bairnsfather does the m.c. job on 
the show.. He has not appeared 
previously on the air. 


Maryland: WBAL, granted extension of special ex- 
perimental authority to operate on 1060 ke with 10 
kw: simultaneous with KTHS to sunset at Hot Springs, 
Ark.. and from sunset at KTHS to 9 p.m. EST, un- 
limited synchronization with WJZ, New York, on 760 
ke with 2% kw from 9 p.m. to midnight using direc- 
| tional antenna. 
| Wassachusetts: Columbia Broadcasting System, Inc., 
| Boston, granted new high frequency broadcast station 
to be operated on 88,000, 123,000, 164,000 and 205,000 ke 
| on an experimental basis, using 100 watts. 
| Michigan: WWJ, Detroit. granted extension of special 
| temporary authority to operate for the month of Au- 
gust with increased night power to 5 kw to overcome 
interference. 

Nebraska: KGKY, Scottsbluff, granted extension of 
license for 60 days; Central States Broadcasting Co., 
Omaha, granted new high frequency broadcast station 
on 31.600. 35,600, 38.600 and 41.000 ke with 100 watts; 
WJAG, Norfolk Daily News. Norfolk, granted tem- 
porary license renewal, pending commish action re- 
newal application; WJAG, Norfolk Daily News, Nor- 
folk, granted extension of special temporary authority 
to operate on 1060 kc with 1 kw and limited time until 
Feb. 1. 

New York: WESG. Cornell University, Ithaca, 
granted extension of special experimental authority to 
Feb. 1 to operate on 850 ke daytimes to sunset at 
| New Orleans, using 1 kw. also granted temporary 
license renewal while waiting for commish action on 
pending application. 

North Carelina: WSJS. Winston-Salem. granted vol- 
untary assignment of license to Piedmont Publishing 
Co. 

Oklahoma: Meno Schoenbach. Woodward. application 
for new station to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 
watts denied as in cases of default. 

Oregon: KWJJ, Portland, granted temporary license 
renewal subject to the right of the commish to make 
effective any changes or modifications necessary to 
comply with any decision that may be entered into 
after hearing in any proceeding of which licensee was 
duly notified or in which licensee participated; also 
granted extension of special temporary authority to 
operate on 1040 kc, limited, and resume operation 
from 9 p.m. to 3 a.m. PST, to Feb. 1; Pacific Radio 
Corp., Grant’s Pass, denied petition to grant without 
hearing request for new station to be operated on 710 
ke with 1 kw, days only. 

Washington: KIRO, Queen City Broadcasting Co, 
Seattle, granted extension of special experimental au- 
thority to operate on 710 ke with 1 kw until Feb. 1. 

West Virginia: WSAZ, Huntingion, application for 
day juice-jump from 1 to 5 kw dismissed at applicant's 


EXAMINERS’ REPORTS 


Alabama: Turndown for John C. Hughes, commercial 
| manager and part owner of WHBB, Selma, on appli- 
| cation for daytime smallie at Phenix City was recom- 
mended by Examiner R. L. Irwin. Shortage of ready 
cash was principal reason given by the examiner for 
an unfavorable ruling. Hughes showed net worth of 
$4,603, plus ability to borrow $8,000 for construction of 
the proposed transmitter. Irwin also pointed out that 
WHBB has operated at a loss of approximately $2,000, 
after consideration of the deductions for depreciation 
were made, in 21 months. Two pending applications 
ot WRBL, Columbus, and WKEU, Griffin, would in- 
terfere with operation of the station. if granted. 

Elmer W. Pratt appeared in behalf of applicant. 
Frequency asked for was 1310 ke. 

New Jersey: Sialling and tardiness on the part of 
applicants for a 5 kw station for Shark River Bay drew 
a recommendation for dismissal with prejudice from 
Examiner Tyler Berry. 

Request of the Young People’s Association for the 
Propagation of the Gospel for a transmitter to operate 
on 640 ke during daytime hours until sunset at KFI, 
Los Angeles, was set for shelving after the group had 
attempted to postpone a hearing set for May 12 and 
filed amendment for a frequency change following the 
request for a postponement, contrary to commish rules. 

Outfit was represented by Frank Sitollenwerck. 

Ohio: Multitude of objections was raised to appli- 
cation of WRBC, Inc.. Cleveland. on its request-for a 
new station to be operated on 880 ke with 1 kw power. 

Emerging from a welter of financial statements, of- 
fered by Henry H. Krause, president of the applicant 
corporation, Examiner Melvin H. Dalberg decided that 
‘the stock subscription of the applicant corporation is 
slightly confusing.’ Several applications showed dif- 
ferent stockholders, Dalberg explained, and the ‘finan- 
cial history’ of the applicant was in considerable doubt. 

Need for additional service and proof as to the avail- 
able ‘talent; news service or coopération with civic, 
charitable, religious and educational groups in the 





' 
' 








4 


Cleveland area’ was cited by the examiner as a reason 


why outfit should not be given its way, 

L: F. Loux appeared in behalf of the applicants, 

South Carolina: Thumbs down for WSPA, Spartans- 
burg, on its plea for a frequency change from 920 to 
880 kc and juice-jump from 1 to 5 kw was indicated 
by the report of Examiner Melvin H. Dalberg. Day- 
time transmitter’s claims that the normal trade area 
served includes the ‘largest mass white population any- 
where in the South’ were questioned by Dalberg, as 
were the statements that there is a great demand from 
listeners for WSPA programs. Technical equipment 
of station has been in ‘very poor and inefficient condi- 
tion,’ Dalberg pointed out, and some of the programs 
‘have little merit.’ Applicant was represented by Clar- 
ence C. Dill and James W. Gum. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


Washington, Aug. 3. 

California: Hollenbeck Heights Christian Herald, Los 
Angeles, new station to be operated on 1170 ke with 
100 watts; W. H. Kindig, Hollywood, new station to be 
operated on 710 ke with 500 watts (facilities of KMPC, 
Beverly Hills); KVEC, Valley Electri¢, San Luis 
Obispo, change hours of operation from days only to 
unlimited and power from 250 watts to 100 watts 
nights, 250 waits days. 

Cennectieut: WDRC, Hartford, new high frequency 
station (frequency modulated) on 40,300, 88,500, 109,000, 
177,000 and 218.000 kc, with 1 kw. 

District of Celumbia: Jansky & Bailey, Washington, 
new high frequency broadcast station (frequency mod- 
ulated) on 40,300, 87,000, 112,000, 174,000, 224,000 ke 
with power up to 5 kw. 

Georgia: WKEU, Griffin, make changes in equip- 
ment, install vertical antenna, change frequency from 
1500 to 1310 kc, hours of operation from days to un- 
limited and power from 100 waits to 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days. 

Kilineis: WHBF, Rock Creek, install vertical antenna 
and move transmitter. 

Michigan: King-Trendle Broadcasting Corp., Detroit, 
extension of authority to transmit programs from 
WXYZ to stations of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 

Minnesota: KVOX, Robert K. Herbst, Moorhead, 
changes in equipment, power boost from 100 watts to 
100 watts nights, 250 watts days, change hours of oper- 
ation from simultaneous days, share nights with KRMC, 
Jamestown, N. Dak., to unlimited, and approval of 
vertical antenna. 

Pennsylvania: WEST, Easton, change hours of oper- 
ation from sharing with WKBO, Harrisburg, to un- 
limited days, share with WKBO nights; WKBO, Har- 
risburg, change hours of operation from sharing with 
WEST, Easton, to unlimited days, share with WEST 
nights. 

Rhode Island: Pawtucket Broadcasting Co., Paw- 
tucket, new station to be operated on 1390 ke with 
1 kw. using directional antenna day and night. 

Seuth Carolina: W. A. Barnette, Greenwood, new 
station to be operated on 1370 ke with 250 watts days 
only. 

Tennessee: WNBR, Memphis, authority to transfer 
control of corporation from Memphis Commercial Ap- 
peal Co., to Memphis Press-Scimitar Co., 200 shares 
common stock. 

Texas: WDAH, El Paso, change frequency from 1310 
to 1200 kc, hours of operation from sharing with 
KTSM, El Paso, to unlimited (contingent upon KTSM 
being granted 1350 kc); KTSM, change frequency from 
1310 to 1350 ke, install new transmitter, make changes 
in antenna, boost power from 100 watts to 250 watts 
nights, 500 watts days, change hours of operation from 
sharing with WDAH, El Paso, to unlimited. 

Washington: KUJ, Walla Walla, changes in equip- 
ment and day juice-jump from 100 to 250 watts. 


SET FOR HEARING 


Arizena: KGAR, Tucson, change frequency from 1370 
to 1340 ke, boost night power from 100 to 250 watts 
and install vertical radiator: Sims Broadcasting Co., 
Glove, new station to be operated on 1210 ke with 100 
watts nights, 250 watts days. 

Arkansas: Ward Optical Co., Fayetteville, new sta- 
tion to be operated on 1310 ke with 100 watts. 

California: Larry Rhine, San Francisco, new station 
to be operated days only on 980 ke with 250 watts; 
Walter Biddick Co., Los Angeles, authority to supply 
electrical transcriptions to XEMO, Tia Juana, Mex., 
to be delivered by express. 

Florida: Panama City Broadcasting Co,, Panama City, 
new daytime station to be operated on 1420 ke with 
100 watts. 

Georgia: Brenau College. Gainesville, new station to 
rs operated on 1420 ke with 100 watts nights, 250 watts 

ays. ‘ 

Henolulu: KGMB, Honolulu. change frequency from 
1320 to 580 ke and install new vertical antenna. 

Idaho: KSEI, Pocatello, night juice-jump to 500 watts. 

Iilinois: Martin R. O’Brien, Aurora, new daytime sta- 
tion to be operated on 1250 ke with 250 watts. 
: Indiana: WBAA, Purdue University, West Fafayette, 
install vertical radiator, change power from 500 watts 
nights, 1 kw days, specified hours, to 5 kw days only. 

lowa: WMT, Cedar Rapids, boost night power from 
1 to 5 kw. 

Kansas: John P. Harris, Hutchinson, new station to 
be operated on 710 ke with 1 kw days only; Carl La- 
tenser, Atchison, new station to be operated days only 
on 1420 ke with 100 watts. 

Kentucky: WAVE, Louisville, new station to be op- 
erated on 610 ke with 250 watts nights, 500 watts days. 

Massachusetts: WAAB, Boston, night.juice-jump from 
500 watts to 1 kw. ; 

Michigan: George B. Storer, Pontiac, new station to 
be operaied on 800 ke with 1 kw days only; WJBK, 
Detroit, install new equipment, change frequency from 
1500 to 1510 ke, boost power from 100 watts nights, 
250 watts days, to 1 kw all times; First Baptist Church, 
Pontiac, authority to transmit religious programs to 
CKLW. Windsor, Ontario, through facilities of Michi- 
gan Bell Telephone Co. 


SUPER-POWER 
SHOULD NOT 
DUPLICATE 


Florida Association of Broadcasters 
has passed.a resolution which has 
been circularized to the trade by W, 
Walter Tison of WFLA, Tampa, con. 
demning super-power stations unless 
such stations: provide a non-dupli- 
cating program service. Floridians 
believe that any station granted 509 
kw. should build and broadcast its 
own original shows and not simply 
toss network pick-ups into signal 
areas covered by other stations with 
the same programs. 

Super-power should stand on its 
own feet and justify privileges in the 
opinion of the broadcasters who ses- 
sioned last week in Jacksonville, 





OPENS AT 3%, 


Trading in both classes of Colum- 
bia Broadcasting Company = stock 
started this week (Monday) on the 
New York stock exchange. Previ- 
ously it has been bought and sold 
on the Over-the-Counter market. 
Both issues held close to the final 
bid of 3034 and asked price of 31% 
for Class A and B stocks in this mar- 
ket Saturday (31). 

Opening quotation for CBS A 
stock was fractionally away from the 
initial day’s high of 32 while the 
close was 31%. The B stock opened 
at 314% and wound up at 31%. Lit- 
tle more than 1,000 shares changed 
hands the first day of trading. 

Traders studied the setup for both 
issues to determine which would be 
made the favorite and possibly the 
more active. There are 949,026 
shares of A stock outstanding, most 
of it in the hands of the public, while 
758,924 Class B shares are outstand- 
ing, with Paley interests credited 
with owning a majority of the B 
issue along with some A_ shares. 
Each class of shares elects half of 
the directors. 

Stock exchange has an agreement 
with the company that the same 
ratio of outstanding stock will be 
more or less maintained, and that if 
any vital shift is made, the exchange 
and stockholders will receive ad- 
vance information. This proviso was 
made at the time stock came up for 
listing. 

Impression in Wall Street is that 
under the present method of electing 
directors, with holdings as they are, 
Paley interests can maintain control 
for a virtually indefinite period, par- 
ticularly if the management is held 
adequate, 


Washington, Aug. 3. 

Green light was flashed for public 
stock sale plans of Columbia Broad- 
casting System last week when the 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
ruled that the web had compliea 
fully with Federal regulations in ap- 
plying for listing of $4,250,000 worth 
of paper now traded over-the- 
counter at substantial premiums. 

While the S.E.C. never makes 
public statements which might be 
construed as judgment on the worth 
of the stock, in the CBS matter it is 
understood Congressman William D. 
McFarlane, of Texas, who recently 
attacked ‘gigantic conspiracy’ to 
mulct the public, has been told the 
government men are 100% satisfied 
with the condition of the web's 
finances and the disclosures made 
in application papers. 


Ray Shannon Sponsored 


Cincinnati, Aug. 3. 

Two new commercial series of 100 
quarter-hour programs are under 
way on WSAI. Stegner Food Prod- 
ucts, local, is spénsoring Ray Shan- 
non, as ‘Grandpa Hans,’ spilling tales 
of Cincy’s famed ‘Over-the-Rhine 
days. Air time is 4:45 p.m., daily ex- 
cept Saturday and Sunday. 

McCormick Tea Co. is getting the 





blurbs on the forenoon ‘Women’s 
news recl’ spots, Monday through 
Friday, done by Charles Woods 


Siarted July 26. Through the Van 

Sant-Dugdale agency, Baltimore. 
Clyde Rarrie, Negro baritone, 

guests en “‘Haiimerstein Music Hall 





over CBS on Aug. 15. 
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Pacific Coast Radio Notes 





Loretta Lee finally got a picture 
tumble after two appearances on 
the Fleischmann show in Hollywood. 
She’s testing at three studios. 





F. E. Baume, Sydney, Ausiralia, 
commentator, prowling the Holly- 
wood scene before trekking east. 


Van Newkirk taking a portable 
mike into film players’ homes for 
broadcast over KMPC (Beverly 
Hills). 





Beverly Latham inducted as scrip! 
chief at KNX (Hollywood). 

Verna Osborne, eastern air canary, 
joined staff at KFWB (Hollywood) 


~ 


Savvy Crampton has called off 
those 4 o’clock teas in the William 
Esty Hollywood office for the sum- 
mer. Sec complained that it was 
too much trouble to fetch ice cubes. 





Lionel Stander and Pat O'Malley 
signed for guest shots on the Camel! 
swing show in Hollywood. 


Jerry Danzig, Mutual broadcaster, 
doing three of his ‘Let’s Visit’ pro- 
grams from KHJ (Los Angeles). 





R. P. Wendt has been named na- 
tional sales representative for Hearst 
Radio, Inc., with headquarters at 


| stantine 


‘of Columbia’s 


KYA, San Francisco. 
the local staff of Botsford, Con- 
& Gardner, 





Ella Logan bowed 
program so she can 


her picture work in ‘Goldwyn Fol- 


| lies.” 





Larry White now sharing quarters 
with Art Rush in a concentration 
artists and 
bureau in Hollywood. 

Gege Delys and Lois Ravel draw 
guest vocal spots on the Murray- 
Oswald souper from Hollywood. 

Rodney McArdle, formerly radio 
operator of the Pan-American air- 
ways in Alaska, has joined the eng!- 


neering staff of KVI, Seattle-Ta- 
coma. 
Jehnny Forest, newscaster for | 


KOL, Seattle, has had a number of | 


his songs published. He is launching 


two more shortly. 


Don Prindle, gag man for Joe} 
Penner, former KOL, Seattle staff 
writer, visiting in Seattle for two 


weeks 
Gene Krischer, flack at KSFO, San 
Francisco, planed east Monday (2) 
(Continued on page 63) 


formerly on! 


off the Texaco | 
concentrate on | 





concert | 


| Venezuela officials are accompany- | 
| ing him. 





Wibbing Wobeta 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 

Dailies here are kidding Ro- 
berta Semple, daughter of 
Aimee Semple McPherson, who 
is training under Harold Hodge 
for a radio job, or, as the head- 
lines have been headlining it, 
‘Wobeta Wants Wadio Job.’ 

‘You see,’ one scribe quoted 
Wobeta with a precision that 
touched high art, ‘I weally have 
done vewwy little talking from 
pulpits for the past few years, 
so I'l have to acquiwe a tech- 
nique so I can go on the wadio 
in dwamatic sketches in the 
autumn. 
offers. but Tl 
letter—the 
after ‘q’ be- 
accept them.’ 
now 19, can’t 
and as a 


I have sevewal 


have to contwol the 
etter 
fore I can 


Roberta, 


tnat comes 
pro- 
re- 


the 


her ‘r’s’ 
plugged as 
the air. 


nounce 


nilt j 
SULT is 


peing 


Shirley Temple of 











Weede’s Venezuela Maybe | 


Robert Weede wiii tenor on Ham- | 


Deal set by Michael de | 
Pace. . | 
Singer may appear with the Monte | 
Carlo Opera Company during the |} 
troupe’s three-week season in Vene- | 
zuela in September. Georgio D’An- 
dria, director of the company, is now 
in America lining up guest stars. 


(6). 


| 
| 
| 
' 





oe. 


A Pacific Coast Blue Network Station 
€ompletely Programmed by NBC 





|; aie landings are the 
rule for advertisers on KGO. This 
popular NBC station, serving a 
population which spends more 
per capita than any other area 
in the country, flies a straight 


course to sales... consistently. 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





| est in 


| months, 


WLW’S PROMOTIONAL MAN 


Arthur Stringer, Trade Association 
Publicist, Joins Crosley Staff 








Cincinnati, Aug. 3. 
Arthur C. Stringer, who has been 
engaged in publicity work for vari- 
ous trade associations, with head- 
quarters in Chicago, in recent years, 
started this week as sales promotion 


WSAI stations. 


His task is to coordinate the sales 
promotion, advertising, publicity, 
statistical and research departments 
of WLW-WSAL 


FAST WASH-UP OF REP 
FIRM: 100% ABSORBED 








Chicago, Aug. 38. 
Van Associates 
bought out George Roesler’s 
the Van Cronkhite 
language rep division. 


has 
inter- 
foreign 


Cronkhite 


This wipes both Roesler and Bob 


bang Music Hall program Friday | Howard out of the foreign rep field, 
night 


with Cronkhite firm now having 
full control of what was formerly 
for a few months Roesler & How- 
ard. 


Aug. 3. 
leave of 
the past six 


Atlanta, 


Walter Paschall, on ab- 
sence from WSB for 
during which time he was 
director of Federal Forum Project 
here, Monday (2) resumed his news- 


casting stint after a vacation in 
Mexico. 

Douglas Edwards, who pinch-hit 
for Paschall, has moved over to 


WAGA, Atlanta’s new station, as 
head of the newscasting set-up. 


Cice 
NY. Studio 








manager of the Crosley WLW and | 





Despite the number of prograins 
that will originate from Hollywood 
this fall, present indications are that 
there will be just as many big broad. 
|easts from New York requiring 
studio or special theatre facilities as 
in recent years. Advance 
tion points to just as many 
at NBC being in use as before. 
although many programs remain to 
be set and assigned studios 


Intorma-~ 


studios 


Columbia Broadcasting also will 


use nearly as many former legit 
houses for larger studio broadcasts 
as in past years, although lacking 


definite commitments this far in ad- 
vance. 


FOREIGN SINGING GROUPS 
COMPETE FOR CASH 


Cleveland, Aug. 3 

Tie-up between WHK and Cleve- 
land and Buffalo Transit Co, 
(pleasure boats) will put 24 local 
nationality choral groups on the air 
in a series of song contests. 

Total of $600 in prizes 
awarded the winning 
Croatian and German groups were 
heard on the opening program iu 
the series Tuesday night (3). Pro- 
gram is being aired from the ball- 


will be 


choruses. 


RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


( Attention-Getters, Tie-Ups, Ideas ) 


Kid ‘Aviators’ Picnic 
Indianapolis. 
WIRE, through studio break-ins by 
Morris Hicks, spieler. is plugging 


room of the S.S. Goodtime, moon- 
light ride boat. 
with the station, which was broad« 


| casting another program at that time, 


Jimmie Allen Club day at Riverside | 


Park here, next Thursday (5). Sta- 
tion regularly runs the ‘Air Adven- 
tures of Jimmie Allen’ (World) discs 
for Taggart Bread Co. 

Kids are invited through the air 
plugs to visit grocers and get tickets 
which entitle them to half-price on 
all the rides and concessions in the 
park for the one day. Nish Dien- 
hart, Municipal Airport head here, 
will give a spiel to the juve club- 
members. 

American Aijrlines, 


flights and stunts over the park for 
amazement of kids the one day, 
while each airline will have a pilot 
and hostess on the park-grounds. 
Bread concern has arranged for pilot 
and hostess of each air-line to try 
and answer all the questions the kids 
will have on tap about aviation. Be- 
lief is that such a task will prove im- 
possible in a major degree if the 
kids really let loose with their guest 
for knowledge. 


No remote from scene of picnic by 


WIFE, as ball games conflicted. 


WFBL, Syracuse, Counts ’Em 


Syracuse, N. Y. 
WFBL, Syracuse. has 


gram preferences of 2,567 youngsters 
in that area. Of the 25 most pop- 


| ular shows, revealed by the poll, 18 


were carried on WFBL. 
Lux theatre topped the list, with 
Eddie Cantor second and ‘Gang 


Busters’ third. From 12 years to 16) 


years the boys gave the 
show first choice, while the 17-year- 
olders picked Cantor. In the 
division, it was pretty much of a 
toss-up between Lux and Cantor, 

Mailed out with the piece on 
children’s air leanings was 
survey on local station 
with WFBL accounting for 60.5%, 


gangster 


‘Are You Listening?’ Test 
Columbus. 
WCOL is trying a method often 
tising departments to 
its listening audience 
on the station 


check up on 
Every hour 
break a name is 


tory and read on the air. 
name is invited to phone or call at 
station immediately to claim a pair 
of theatre tickets. 

Over 50% of persons whose names 
are read show up for the tickets, 


‘Hear Yourself’ Stunt 
Spartanburg, S. C. 
Pat McSwain of WSPA 
neat street broadcast stunt recently, 
using the State theatre commercial 
period during the afternoon. He in- 
terviewed pedestrians on a specified 








question but had no mike connected 


Eastern Air- | 
lines, and TWA planes will perform ; 


Briefly, he told each person inter 
viewed to listen in that evening oa 
WSPA and he or she would hear 
their voice and his in the interviews. 
Stunt had mike wired to State’s re- 
cording outfit and wax disc was 
| played over station that night. Pere 
fect recording and broadcast reproe 
(Continued on page 63) 





NEW YORKS 
OWN STATION 








issued a} 
couple brochures showing the results | 
of a survey it had taken on the pro- | 


” DETECT 





another | 
preferences, | 


used by newspaper classified adver- | 


picked from the city telephone direc- | 
Owner of | 


pulled a | 
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Wax Dominates West Canada Tule nee ee Agencies—Sponsors 
Wheaties and Huskies have _—— 
Sot received a swell press from the 
Winnipeg, Aug. 3. Lou Gehrig boner of last week. W. E. Long agency, Chicago, sig- for two quarter-hour spots = 
Radio diet of the Western Canadian listener is largely made up of elec-|| Dailies all over country have natured Hathaway Bread using four| WWSW, Pittsburgh, weekly. Placed 
trical transcriptions and recordings of various types, according to a recent || Commented with full credits ||spot announcements a day on nine | direct. 
Taking four midwest and western stations as representative, and word-of-mouth has re- ||Eastern stations. WBZ, WBZA, ac 
it was shown that on these four staions, 54.24% of the air time was taken sulted in more publicity than ||WIBX, WJAR, WORC, WEEI,! Ken Martin’s orch will be featured 


up with transcriptions and recordings, with 9.03% alloted for live talent. 

Four stations chosen ranged from one of the largest to one of the 
smallest. Two of the stations have regular affiliation with the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp., one is an independent station, with the fourth only 
taking a few hours of network time each day. 

News and Market quotations naturally hold one of the top places tn 
this area, due to the needs of the farming listeners who in manv cases 
have to rely entirely upon the radio. In many spots of 
th the radio is only contact with the outside world. 


the Canadian 
nor 


A totalization of all figures for the four representative stations 


following results: (Colons separate hours from minutes.) 
Transcriptions and Records., 218:20 54.24% 
ae CE os 6.63266 6 40S S604 36:20 9.03% 
News and. Market Quotations. 52:05 12.94%, 
WIOCWOTE cc cece rtecvecvecsecces 94:30 23.48% 
PEE 56% 66560 ceeeeseue oeece 1:15 31% 
» 402:30 100.00 °%, 










| 











Elecfrical 


Transcriptions 
and Recordings ; 


JY. 24% 





straightaway advertising could 
expect. 
Some 


speculation over 
luncheon tables along’ the 
Grand Central zone in New 
York as to effect upon testi- 


monials generally. What, asked 
the skeptics, is the net result of 





testimonializing when elemen- 
tary school kids are aware of 
the phoney and purchased na 


ire of the endorsement. 


Philadelphia, Aug. 3 
Billy Dyer, who tells WCAU 
listeners all about the ball 
games, did a Gehrig last weék 
Gave Wally Moses ‘a case of 
Wheaties’ instead of ‘a flying 
red horse.’ 

The error was quickly—and 
sheepishly—corrected. (Wheat- 
ies and Mobile divide sponsor- 
ship of games). 











| Its present 10,000 watts to 


WLW SEEKS POWER 
FOR SHORT WAVER 


Application is being registered 
with the F.C.C. for an increase from | 
50.000 for 
W8XAL, short-wave station operated 
by Powell Crosley in Cincinnati. 

Upping in power wanted to en- 
able the short-waver to get into 
South America with announcements 
in Spanish and Portuguese. William 
Hedges, of the Crosley firm, was in 
Washington, D. C., yesterday (Tues- 
day) on the matter. 





JESSEL’S WARM-UP 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
George Jessel will do a guest ap- 
pearance on Al Jolson’s Campbell 
soup broadcast Sept. 7. 
Jessel will start series of ethering | 
Mutual network with his wife, 
Norma Talmadge, Nov. 1. 


on 


| WPRO, WFBL and WMAS. 


signed Howard Baum’s orch, with 
Freda Lazier as vocalist, for half- 
{hour weekly for 13 weeks over 


| burgh, with two new programs next 


| Eb 





Larry Vincent song program 
bought by J. Walter Thompson Co. 
on WCAU, Philadelphia, for one 
month for Graham-Paige, has been 
renewed for another month. Chirper 





heard from 11 to 11:10 across the 
board. 

Dillon & Kirk and Allen C. Smith, | 
Kansas city ad agency, renewed fo! 
13 weeks the Cystex transcription 
True Confessions,’ once week 


WJJD, Chicago. 
| 


Des Moines 
15-minute | 


Coolidge ad agency, 
signatured for seven 
news periods a week, for 13 weeks| 
on WIND, Gary, Ind., station. 


California Syrup of Figs and | 
Pape’s Pepsin have signatured | 
through the Thompson-Koch agency, | 
Chicago for a _ five-a-week stretch | 


over the WOR, Newark, transmitter, | 
tarting on Sept. 29 
Will be a script strip in the morn-| 


ing, and will plug one product one 
day, the other product the next. Deal 
by WOR sales office in Chi. 


————=» 





set 


Natural Gas Co. of Pittsburgh has 


WCAE., Band is former Will Roland 


outfit, taken over by Baum, the} 
pianist, when Roland dropped the 
baton to join MCA in Chicago of- 
fice. Placed direct, 


Max Azen, furs, hits WCAE, Pitts- 


week. First a Sunday quarter-hour 
spot with recorded. music, and 
second, twice-weekly 15-minute 
shows featuring the Three Little 


Maids, harmony trio, Placed direct. 


Advance Insulating Co. has signed 
and Zeb, country funnyboners, 





| spot 


| nouncements 


by Duquesne Brewing Co. on once- 
weekly program during football sea- 
son starring Al Abrams, sports col- 
umnist for Post-Gazette. On WWSW, 
Pittsburgh, and placed direct. 


Maxon agency now has the Gillette 


razor account Ruthrauff & Ryan 
handled formerly. 

Philco starts on WOR Sept. 7 with 
|weekly (Tuesday) evening series of 


Master Detective Storie Phy! Coe,’ 


le.t.’s Sternfield Godley, Inc., placed. 


New business at WJAY, Cleveland, 
includes: W, Third Street Clothiers, 
announcements and daily 15- 
minute musical program through In- 
terstate Advertising Agency; E. W. 
Rose Co., spot announcements every 
afternoon for Zemo; Spencerian Col- 
lege, business school, spot announce- 
ments through William Ganson Rose 
Agency; Liberty Fur Co., 
through 
Advertising Agency 


spot 
Leroy Lustig 


an- 


Procter & Gamble (Oxydol), 
through Blackett, Sample & Hume- 
mert, Chicago, is spotting ‘Ma 


Perkins’ transcriptions on KGO, San 
Francisco, five mornings a week at 
9:15 a.m. PST, starting Aug. 2. 


William Wrigley Jr. Co. through 
Neisser-Meyerhoff, Inc., Chicago, has 
set five night announcements weekly 
on KSFO, San Francisco. 

Bekins Van & Storage Co., through 
Emil Brisacher & Staff, is using 
nightly announcements for one year 
on KSFO, San Francisco, 


& Robbins 


Richardson (boned 
chicken), through Charles Hoyt Co., 
New York, using three announce- 
ments with time signals daily on 
KFRC, San _ Francisco, through 
Oct, 13. 
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FD. R. EXPECTED TO MOP UP 
ATTER BUT INSIDERS JUST 


Looks Like Gary, ae Wheat Are Not on Prob-| INDIANAPOLIS IN 


rio 





abilities List—-Roosevelt Keeping Mum se YAWN HOUR BUILD-UP 


Pipeliners Are in Dark 








> Indianapolis, Aug. 3. 
: : | Both WFBM and WIRE here are 
Washington, Aug. 3. Whisper Campaign | making efforts to interest sponsors in 
Virtual elimination of the three in- |late evening spots. Both have 
dividuals previously considered most Tee started new program features with 
iikely selections for the two Federal Whispering campaign has intention of testing audience reac- 
Communications Commission vacan- taken the edge off the recent | tion and then getting a bankroll! for 
cies last week threw industry ob- sensational attack on Federal | them. 
servers and spokesmen into a lather Communications Commission WFBM has Gib Forbes. newcaster. 
of apprehension. by Congressman William D. Mc- | doing the spieling for a one night a 
Unaccustomed secrecy surrounded Farlane of Texas. Although || week midnight dance revue, using 
the President’s consideration of the legislator’s indictment caused | platters and chatter. 
problem of picking successors to late considerable uneasiness, brick- ||!cludes periods of newcasts, inter- 
Chairman Anning S. Prall and re- throwing is not one-sided. Word 
tired Vice-Chairman Irving Stewart. has been passed around that | UPpers, from midnight 
Unable to get a line on the identity McFarlane is a_ disappointed until 1 A.M. Sundays. 
of persons the Chief Exec is con- license-seeker and his attack 
sidering, front men for broadcasters was inspired by axe-grinding. 
got set for major surprises when the Texan is reported to have been 
nominations are sent to the Senate. pushing application of Faith | about latest time in the country any 
ie ‘ : . ane : Broadcasting Co. for new trans- | dramatic show is schedule od. WIRE 
Considerably more time is ex- sith t Wichita Balls in |} exees. believe. 
pected to pass before the appoint- apap aaa oo Wes 
spotlighted. White House which some of. his relatives 
were interested. Examiner 
John P. Bramhall recently rec- 
ommended denial of the Faith 
plea in reporting on three-way 
scramble for the vacancy to be 
created when KGKO moves to 
Fort Worth. 


Saturdays 


| scription thriller series 
| called “Talking Drums.’ which is just 





ments are 
sources indicated the President is 
making an exceptionally vigorous 
search for Commissioners who can 
be expected to launch and carry 
through a reform program. For this 
reason, it was believed that holes 
may not be plugged until after Con- 
gress goes home, even though the 
Commish for the time being is nom- 
inally dominated by Republicans. 


as uninterested. They are Rep. 
| William D. McFarlane of Texas, who 
| has been gunning for the F.C.C. and 
'trying to revive the Connery probe 
resolution, and Rep. Robert Rams- 
. peck of Georgia, reputedly suggested 
| by home-town radio friends. McFar- 
|lane has talked with the Prez about 
the radio situation, trying to get his 
support for an investigation. Whis- 
pered he prefers to chairman an in- 
quisition. 











trio might be picked for vice-chair- 
man in order to avoid having two 
Most upsetting to industry watch-| technical green-horns. Upping of 
ers was the absence of names Of in-| one of the examiners also was said 
dividuals who may be getting the/t, be a possibility, although gen- One individual who partially fits 
Presidential 0.0. Practically every erally pooh-poohed. the President's reported require- 
radio lawyer, newspaperman, and : ments came to light. He is Judge 
network officials, as well as ordinar- |Hall Lusk of the Oregon Supreme | 
ily well-posted politicians, were Court, who is seeking a Federal 
forced to confess they have no ink- bench seat but has been suggested 
ling of the people whom F. D. is pon- | for the F.C.C. Known to be in good 
dering. standing at the White House. 
Definite information that the Presi- 
dent contemplates a serious reform 
|of the Commish came from a White 
likelihood that the new chairman! 5, J.arching for new chairman, | vidual: rs oagear “ges * a 
will be a ‘strong man’ without links President i acenandil has been in con- pene oo Pa Acts ater eh tr th ‘"r 
to politics or communications. In- sultation with numerous persons. foamy cma oe one sabe . 
dividual of the type of Joseph P. pie ienke Ramer Mw o : ang ration cy Page y ed - 
Kennedy is reputedly what Roose- one “tox Eigemeeprenlhnetctggnrnctin “od a a 4 . in min ‘ Aer 
velt is looking for. One of the two *'* * aed. wistiaen Wikaaie ces. wil e breat ta ing. ar 
new bosses is almost certain to be a rn arty ak - assistant re Peswnce if foe ett ges ee ae liiaies “th "Cc _ 
Westerner and may be taken from a Seaoes al Cadiiinin * as reported to | eierem gona yb gg a fie tied pond 
judicial post. be playing a leading part in the iets} cae d = th st .. . fire - rit- 
Political circles understood that| °° * gi eve the Chiet| on” Ores y steady + F as yo 
there is now slim chance that Chief en tes me an a en ae hee from the Capitol an e 
Counsel Hampson Gary, Chief En-| “*°® OM€ 4¥ Curing the : | broadcast industry. 
gineer A. M. Craven, or Special Mentioned ie 
Telephone Counsel Carl I. Wheat Names of two Congressmen were; Dick Fischer, new mikeman at 
will get the nod, although industry , mentioned but neither was regarded | KWK, St. Louis, came from WTAD, 
observers still felt that one of the as very logical. Both are described’ Quincy, IIL. 





Several reasons were assigned for 
reported scrapping of Wheat, Gary, 
and Craven but nearly all sources 
agreed these individuals have been 
dropped from the ‘most likely’ cate- 
gory. Understood some Senators ob-| 
jected to Craven, White House ad-| 
visors nixed Gary, and Wheat’s Re- 
publican record wiped him out. 


‘Streng Man’ 
About the only thing on which 
most interested persons agree is the 





















Over Four Million People Reside 
in the Primary Coverage Area 
of the Eight Stations of the 


GUESSING 


Chatter in- 


|spersed with correct time for stay- | 


WIRE has nightly 11:45 P.M. tran- | 


running | 





Michigan Radio Network 


A great rich market — 

















Rural Centers—Cities of five and 
ten thousand up to two hundred 
thousand population—And the 
world’s fourth market center. 


8 Stations In 
Michiqans 8 
Larqest Ces 


Ww bh 7 nal oie Station in Bay Cit 
WFD F_ The Only Station in Fiint 
WJIIM The Only Station in Lansing 
WIBM The Only Station in Jackson - 
WK ZO The Only Station in Kalamazoo 
WELL The Only Station in Battie Creek 
WOOD-WASH 27%, 2niy station in 
DO @ MCR 


The Michigan Radio Network pene- 
trates this market effectively. 


Write for market information and 
facts about how your radio advertis- 
ing earns merchandising help among 
retailers and jobbers. 











Operated Continuously —Just Like Coast to Coast Networks 


of 5,000 pennies as first prize, 2,000 | 
; pennies as second prize, and 1,000 | 
| pennies as third prize. 





——= 





Status Quo on 


‘Investigations 





pigeon-holed until next winter. 


agitators, but final fling, involving 
Deal leadership, is being made in 


Senate resolution sponsored by 


unfavorable for action this term. 


sees no occasion to try and force 
course. Death of Chairman Prall, 


a comprehensive study, 
not balk for partisan reasons. 





Last ditch drive to breathe life into the Connery radio probe reso- 
lution is on in Congress with the White inquiry motion probably 


Rush for adjournment apparently dooms both the House and Senate 


ventilation of communications mess are trying to maneuver. Demo- 
cratic House Leader Rayburn on a spot where he will be compelled 
to cease blocking the Connery measure. 

Another blast, part of the campaign to keep the pot boiling, was 
loosed in the House Thursday (29). Rep. Richard Wigglesworth, 
Massachusetts Republican, fired his third public broadside in a 10- 
minute speech repeating assertions that the commish has failed to 
carry out the purposes of Congress in establishing regulations of 
radio. Usual monopoly and trafficking compiaints were registered, 
with KNX sale and proposed WOAI-purchase being headlined. 

‘A thorough-going and impartial investigation into the entire. sit- 
uation should serve, among other things, to establish- the extent. 
effects and dangers of monopoly in this great field for publicity and 
propaganda,’ Wigglesworth declared. ‘It should serve to determine 
the extent to which the elimination of private ownership and traf- 
ficking in licenses has been accomplished. 
what further steps should be taken to limit profiteering and to pro- 
tect the investor, the advertiser and the consumer. 
throw light on the matter of proper program control. 
to determine the earnings of the industry, whether or not rates now 
charged are reasonable, and what contribution, if any, the industry 
may be fairly asked to make to the Federal treasury.’ 


Maine seems doomed to mothballs until the 1938 session 
gested calendar and strong desire to go home by Aug. 14, situation is 


Completely confident his proposal eventually will be adopted, Sen- 
ator White is content to mark time until winter. 


time remaining and is sure the inquiry will be authorized in due 


art, and prospect of a commission purge does not lessen the need for 
he declared, voicing hope the Democrats will 


Washington, Aug. 3. 


use of strong pressure on the New 
the lower chamber. Advocates of 


It should serve to indicate 


It should serve to 
It should serve 


Senator Wallace H. White, Jr.. of 
With con- 


He told Variety he 
the measure through in the short 


retirement of Commissioner Stew- 





WMCA ‘GADGET 


SHOW FEUDS — 
WOAR 


| 

WMCA and WQXR, N. Y. stations, | 
are having a minor feud over the} 
priority of their respective ‘inven- | 
tor programs.’ Both are weekly} 
periods marching amateur inventors | 
to the mikes with their gadgets for | 
intro to the listening public. WMCA’s 
program is marshalled by Sam Ham- |} 
mer; WQXR program department got 
up its own. KSTP, St. Paul, has had 
an inventors program many months. | 

Although WQXR’s show started | 
July 14, several weeks after Hammer | 
first hit the ozone, station can show 
a N. Y. Times item of June 13 an-; 
nouncing the program, and chal- 
lenges WMCA to produce an earlier 


‘| and similar document on the Ham- 


mer once-a-weeker. Another wrin- 
kle is that Hammer is now using an 
‘advisory board’ which estimates the 
values of the inventions near finales | 
of his programs, and WQXR first | 
used that stunt. Also the latter sta- 
tion is plenty peeved at Hammer for 
talking about its program on his in 
a manner WQXR interprets as an in- | 
sinuation it copped the idea a 
WMCA. 

Fact that Nick Kenny in his radio | 
column in the N. Y. Mirror, Saturday | 
(31), credited Hammer with the orig- | 
inal idea and WQXR as the borrower 
further aggrieves the high fidelity | 
broadcaster. 





WSOC Pushmobile Stunt. 


Charlotte, N, C., Aug, 3. | 

WSOC is promoting a Pushmobile | 
Penny Derby, with several business | 
firms as joint sponsors. Derby is for | 
teen-age boys and prizes will consist 


Boys must build their own push- 
mobiles, and are limited to the | 
expenditure of $5. A daily 15-minute 
program promotes the event and 
application blanks for entry are 
available at the station. 





Boake Carter Mends 


Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 

Boake Carter doing his thrice- 
weekly airing from home now, while | 
recuperating from attack of pleurisy 
which had him confined to bed more 
than two weeks. Was making broad- 
casts from mike slung over his bed 
while ill. Had teletype machines 
installed in his home in Torresdale, 
Philly suburb, to keep up on events. 

Made an appearance at his office 
in WCAU building last Tuesday, 
but sticking close to home for 
coupla more weeks at doctor's or- 
ders, 











FEATURES 





AVAILABLE 





M-G-M MOVIE CLUB 
One hour filled with stars 
... gossip... previews of screen 
hits... music and mirth. 


IDA BAILEY ALLEN 
The most popular daily 
women’s variety program on the 

.. participating sponsorship. 





FLIPPEN’S AIRFINDS 


Tomorrow’s stars in a 
weekly half-hour program... with 
Don Albert and his Orchestra. 


UNITED PRESS NEWS 
SPORTS REVIEWS 
MUSICAL SHOWS * COMEDY 
PROGRAMS + AIR NOVELTIES 


DIAL 1010 
NEW YORK CITY 





NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 
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CRITIC ON 





es paraphrase an old Irish saying,“A worker in the shop is a 
critic on the hearth.” Today, as never before, American busi- 
ness must meet its critics man to man, in the frankest, friend- 


? liest manner. 
In no way can this be done so simply, directly, and effectively 
» 


as through radio. For in a man’s home, on his own hearth, he is 

under compulsion to no word save that of his own choosing. 

Today, American Business must Over his radio, your story suffers from no distractions, no visual 
presence. Only his ear is engaged—and his imagination. 

To your man’s imagination, the only limit of flight is that im- 

posed by the story you have to tell. In the mysterious theatre of 

his mind, your story burns and lives—oblivious to surroundings. 


No other medium is so perfect for completing the perfect 
understanding. 


meet its critics man to man 


Today, in millions of homes, millions of critics are being won 


RCA —_ the “Magic paragon Poni ae to a sympathetic understanding of America’s Business Aims 
FS Fay BAS, os He Ha See eee through the use of NBC Networks. The facts are available to 


business through NBC representation— everywhere. 








NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 
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HELEN HAYES 
With John Meighan, Neal O’Malley, 
* Maty Michael, Ruth Yorke, Mark 
Smith, Madelaine Pierce, Parker 
Fenley, Charles Webster and 
Joseph Honti Orch. 
‘Beyond the Horizon’ 
60 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WJZ-NBC, New York 
NBC has had bad atmospheric luck 
with its two debuts of classical 
dramatizations this summer. Seven 
weeks ago John Barrymore opened 
his series with ‘Hamlet’ during a 
violent electrical storm over New 
York. The Eugene O’Neill cycle 
commenced Monday (2) to the same 
sort of thunder-bolt greeting. 


It was an all-around fine program, 
getting acress the intent and mean- 
ing of the 15-year-old play which 
bagged O'Neill the Pulitzer award. 
Story of the futile, arid life of a 
dreamer hopelessly bound to a New 
England farm, was emotionally pro- 
jected by a cast uniformly fine. 

Script was sharpened a bit to 
throw more into relief the role 
(Ruth) played by Helen Hayes, and 
it was largely her sensitive per- 
formance which lifted the dramatiza- 
tion to the perch it achieved. Miss 
Hayes wasn’t the lead character, but 
sharp work on the air script ar- 
ranged for her to do the pacing. 

O’Neill’s. soberly moving lines 
registered strongly on the ozone and 
suggest his three other pieces coming 
up will find an audience. Average 
radio listener will take his ‘art’ 
nursing more readily from O'Neill's 
bottle than Shakespeare's. 

John Meighan’s work as_ Rob, 
Ruth’s tragic husband who thirsted 
for what lay beyond the curve of his 
vision, was splendid. Others gen- 
erally parred his work and especial- 
ly fine was Madelaine Pierce as the 
two-year-old baby; who had whim- 
pering lines written in whieh did not 
appear in O'Neill's original. 

Production’ directed by James 
Church and a swell job. Joseph 
Honti’s small string ensemble sepa- 
rated the sequences, Bert. 


RUDY BUNDY ORCHESTRA 
Dance Music 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Daily, 4:50 p.m. 
WOR-Mutual, New York 

This daily feed to Mutual is from 
Walter Reade’s pavilion at Asbury 
Park. Orchestra leans to swing and 
is topped by Bundy’s own unfettered 
clarinet. He gives out hot and quiv-. 
ery. It’s in the idiom of the younger 


generation. Long on rhythm, short 
on melody. 
Not. too blatantly swingo and 


should attract its share of the de- 
votees of torrid dansapation. Land. 














GOOD WILL HOUR 
With John J. Anthony 
60 Mins.—Local 
MACFADDEN PUBLICATIONS 
Sunday, 10 p.m. EDST 
WMCA, New York 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

Heart throbs along the ether 
waves, with John J. Anthony sup- 
plying questions, sympathy and ad- 
vice to the lovelorn. Show is picked 
up at the half-way stripe by WOR, 
both stations carrying it thereafter. 
Plugs would have listener believe 
this is the real stuff of human drama 
and typical of the Macfadden pub- 
lications. ‘True Story,’ they claim, 
gives all the answers. 

Program, which has been  sus- 
tainer, is the successor to the old 
‘Good Will Court,’ which ran into 
legal complications and was forced 
off the air. 

Interviewees on the show caught 


(25) ran to marital misfortunes and | ,. 
| tine. 


most of the ladies were pretty sorry 
for themselves. Probably the sell- 
pity is justified in most of the cases. 
Still, the listener might sympathise 
more with the unfortunates if it 
weren't pretty obvious they’re al- 
ready well endowed that way. Only 
one of the interview subjécts seemed 
upstanding in her trouble. She, ob- 
viously, is a self-relient person. For- 
eign-born, divorced recently and 
earning a respectable living, the lady 
wanted to know how to adopt-a 
child from her home country. She 
sounded worth the station and lis- 
tener consideration. 

Others inclined to be either weepy 
or vindictive against the man in the 
case. And to hear them tell it, the 


male of the breed is a pretty scurvy | 


animal, while the little woman is out 
of a choice mould. As well as he 
could in the circumstances, Anthony 
kept the weeps within bounds. Also 
sized up the cases and summed them 
up concisely. 

As for advice, the spieler was all 
that could be expected, offering 
forthright stuff sometimes and duck- 
ing when necessary. . Went into 
bathos once or twice, but that’s prob- 
ably okay for. ‘True Story ‘Maga- 
zine’ addicts and consequently in the 
proper alley for the show. 

‘Good Will Hour’ should corral: a 
following. But it'll give some peo- 
ple the fidgets. Hobe. 


BURTON CRANE 
Talk 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 1:30 p. m. EDST 
WABC-CBS, New York 

Handling his topic, ‘What’s Behind 
the Sino-Japanese War Flare?’ like 
he was giving political appraisal ‘in 
a newspaper article, Burton Crane, 
member of N. Y. Times staff, con- 
tributed one of the most impartial 
and reasonable explanations of pres- 
ent warlike maneuvers to reach air 
listeners. With his background of 11 
years abroad as financial editor of 
Japan Advertiser, American-owned 
publication, his interview with a 
CBS announcer plainly indicated 
his far-reaching knowledge of Sino- 
Japanese problems. 


~ Easy delivery. enhanced interpre- 
tation of what was going on, and 
why. Crane early enunciated the 
thought that neither side wanted to 
engage in a national war, and he 
compiled events, characteristics of 
leaders and general layman in two 
countries to stress the belief that 
present moves are being made by the 
military to ‘save face’ on both ‘sides. 

Crane -is,, ex-VARIETY mugg in 
Tokyo, but despite that his air stint 
was sound, Wear. - 















up to double its 


@ Volume of food store sales, in 
Colorado Springs, beats that in cities 


size and qualifies 


it as a market in which sales effort 


is productive ... KVOR qualifies as 
the medium to make it profitable. 
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| where his production unit is located 





| Frost. 


‘LET’S VISIT’ 

With Dave Driscoll, Jerry Danzig 
Interviews 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Monday, 8:30 p.m. DST 
WOR-Mutual 


Mutual's ‘Let’s Visit’ program for 
the last weeks has been emanating 
half-and-half from each end of the 
continent. Danzig, on vacash on the 
Coast, has been handling the fore- 
part of the period, with Driscoll 
winding it up on the New York end. 
Normaliy the boys partner on the 
quizzing on their visits. 

Monday (2) Danzig dragged a mike 
into the office of Mervyn Leroy 





on the Warner Bros.’ lot. The inter- 
view didn’t stack up, q.’s and a.’s 
coming choppily forth, and much} 
hesitancy on the part of both parties. 
Danzig tried to cover up at times 
with hollow giggling, which cer- | 
tainly didn’t bridge the weak mo- 
ments. Interview was drabbily rou- 


Driscoll had as his companion 
Cameron King; with whom he is 
currently mike-reporting the yacht | 
races off Newport. The __—ipair 
clambered aboard sail boat in the} 
Newport’ harbor. It was an oppor- | 
tunity for the roving mike, and the | 
chance was thoroughly utilized. One | 
of the crew Fat a squeeze-box 
and explained in a salt-tangy ac- 
cent how he seamanned the racing | 
sloops in the summer and worked | 
winters in Fulton Fish Market, N. Y. | 
for a ‘living.’ His name was Olsen. | 
The Newport visit was a success. 

Bert. 








Follow-Up Comment | 





Town Hall program last Wednes- 
day (28) showed signs of taking a 
definite shape with Walter O’Keefe | 
on for the summer run. Possibly | 
not so much hilarious comedy was; 
offered, but the whole show was| 
better routined and without dead | 
spots. Effect, in toto, was an im- | 
provement. 

Opera burlesque was old stuff and | 
tame, but the ribbing slipped Dale | 
Carnegie for his ‘How to Make} 
Friends’ was okay: O'Keefe has im- | 
proved and is still copping plenty of 
comedy character support from Alice 





‘Ave Maria Hour,’ 30-min. Sunday 
evening dramatization series fed the 
Inter-City System by WMCA, N. Y.., 
was ’way off its feed in recent (1) 
edition, when dealing with the life 
of St. Ignatius Loyola, founder of the 
Jesuits. 

Script was so muddled only one 
who knew intimately of Loyola’s life 
could have followed. Also use of 
mysticisms in the handling negated 
the story for all other than Catholics 
of awarenessr ‘Ave’ in the past has 
always aimed at a general audience. 

Production, especially the sound 
effects, were bad. This misfortune 
was very noticeable, as was also bad 
timing of music, choir and actors; 
dovetailing of the three component 
parts of the program could have 
been achieved much better and more 
cleanly. 

Religioso, now in its third year as 


Franciscan Friars overating a hos- 
pice at Garrison, N. Y., accorded 
much too much time to the an- 
nouncements. At one clip at the 
finale of the program the listeners | 
were appealed to for funds to build 
a monument, for food and clothing 
for homeless men, plus offers to 
send free medals and rosaries to lis- 
teners, and offer prayers’ for them. 
and plugs for excursion tickets on a 
boat that carries pilgrims to the 





a commercial bankroHed: by — the-|- 





Hudson River monastery. 
’ In all, about 10 minutes were de- 
voted to announcements. That left 





| ‘Old Man of 


20 minutes to make #comprehensive 
account of the long and eventful ca- 
reer of Loyola. There was too little 
technique as well as time for ade- 


quate dealing with the - 
caught. ——— 





Shifting base of operations from 
the east to Coast hasn’t affected Hal 
Kemp crew on Friday night rides 
over CBS for Chesterfield cheroots. 
Gang. was right in the groove last 
(30) edition. usin* some fancy stuff 
bv wav of ‘Satan Takes Holiday’ and 
ountain.’ 

Alice Faye has improved her work 
on the show. Gave out with pair 
of pivings, ‘Cron of Kisses’ and ‘Your 
Broadway and Mine,’ latter a stand- 
out finaler using band boys’ back- 
grounding singing to advantage. 





Hollywood Showcase, the 9:30-to- 
10 Saturday Special that CBS is let- 


broadcast. Designated as his air 
premiere, and as such, not bad. A 
trifle nervous at outset, he bore up 
well as the ponies for the Del Mar 
handicap at Bing Crosby’s track of 
the same name stalled ? 
utes before being sent <¢ vay. 


Hits and a Miss,’ repeat from the 
week previous, and Lud Gluskin’s 


by a ghastly sketch near sign-off. 
Besides being time-worn on materia! 
and gags, the few aciors in it killed 





all chances of making cornieal by 
walking through their :oles. ‘t's one 
‘of those skits, whi tlessly 
paniced ‘em at rehearsal, but falls 


vith a thud when given to an audi- 


ence, 


ting loose from the Coast, included | 
Joe Hernandez, vet West Coast rac- | 
ing correspendent, giving a track-side | 


* extra min- 


Effect of swell singing by ‘Three | 


elegant orchestral combo, obliterated | 


WILL AUBREY 

‘Bard of the Byways’ 

Songs, Stories 

15 Mins.—Local 

FEDERAL OUTFITTING CO, 
KEHE, Los Angeles 


tel 

Will Aubrey hails from the pioneer 
vaude days, where he rated high in 
his Class as the traveling minstrel. 
Equipped with a soap bo# and a 
guitar, which he still uses in radio, 
Aubrey fits in nicely on this nightly 
(Monday through Thursday) 15 min- 
utes of song and story. 

With a free and easy style, his ma- 
terial is delivered in a mellowy 
voice, with a touch of pathos here 
and there, and some occasional wise 
philosophy thrown in to emphasize. 
Song selections are mostly from the 
old favorites, with a few innocuous 


i stories sandwiched in between, and 


generally fitting in with the number 
to follow. 

Aubrey also injects a bit of yodel- 
ing into his pleasing offering and 
makes the few commercial announce- 


jments the program calls for. His 
| theme song, “Traveling Alone,’ warb- 


led at both opening and close. is par- 
ticularly appropriate. Edwa., 


AMERICAN ASSOCIATION ALL- 

STAR GAME 
With George Higgins, Johnny Neblett 
Tuesday, July 27 
SOCONY - VACUUM, GENERAL 

MILLS 
WBNS, Columbus. 

Socony Vacuum Oil Co. and Gen- 
eral Mills, co-sponsors of all Ameri- 
can Association baseball games, 
were granted permission by league 
officials to broadcast the Associa- 
tion’s all-star game from Columbus, 
utilizing a two-station network in- 
cluding WBNS and WTCN in St. 
Paul. Announcer George Higgins 
of the WTCN staff was sent to Co- 
lumbus to aid WBNS’ Johnny Neb- 
lett. with the broadcast. 

Together, Higgins and Neblett pre- 
sented a first class account of the 
games, neatly overcoming the handi- 
cap of having to spot players from 
every team in the league and the 
further difficulty of getting on the 
air after two innings had already 
been completed. 

Higgins, a veteran sports announ- 
cer in the Twin Cities, was especially 
vaiuable because of his familiarity 
with the all-star players. Describ- 
ing the play in alternate innings, 
he was incisive in manner and ac- 
curate in his~-calling of plays and 
players. 

Neblett, who came to WBNS 
from St. Louis only a few weeks 
ago, turned in his best work since 
he began broadcasting the Colum- 
bus games. Impressed with the im- 
portance of the occasion and ob- 
viously modelling his work on that 
of his veteran colleague, the young- 
ster’s part of the broadcast was en- 
tirely free from the horseplay and 
often-annoying mannerisms which 
had him on the pan with some of 
his listeners in his first weeks on 
the job.. There'll be no squaWks 
from even the most #aseball-minded 
of his followers if he continues the 
good work he did on the all-star 
tilt. 


views with players and notable visi- 
tors were broadcast by Higgins and 
Neblett in a _ half-hour broadcast 
earlier in the evening. Otis. 





' Doris Fisher, 21-year-old contralto 
and daughter of Fred Fisher, com- 
poser, signatured by Columbia 
Artists, Inc. Her buildup over CBS 
commences as vocalist on a 15-min. 
program with Leith Stevens’ orch, 


i 


Pre-game ceremonies and. inter- |. 


—==2 

‘HYDE PARK HOUSE PARTYy’ 

With Fred Zimmerman, Tommye 
Birch, Four Keymen, Coyita 
Bunch, June Curran, Allen Dale 
and Rolla Coughlin’s ork, 

Music, Songs 

1 Hour, Local 

HYDE PARK BREWING Co. 

Saturday, 10:30 p.m. 

KWK, St. Louis. 


(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 


A new twist was woven into thig 
variety show that despite late hoyr 
of airing has a big following in 
this neck of the woods. New angle 
was a grab bag stunt in which each 
member of cast was obligated to do 
turn that was written on a slip of 
paper. Setting of an old fashioned 
beer tavern and music hall presided 
over by Otto Hasenpfeffer (Zimmer. 
man) make a familiar scene for old 
timers here who recall such famous 
places as Uhrig’s Cave, Schneider's 
Garden, Koenig’s Grave, etc. Zim. 
merman, an old time Dutch comic 
has a good German dialect and while 
predominating the program as the 
genial host, does not deprive others 
of full opportunities. 

Departure of Tommye Birch to 
join Roger Pryor’s orchestra and 
interview by Ray Schmidt, one of 
station’s sports announcers, of Gabby 
Street one-time mgr. of Cardinals’ 
Gashouse Gang and now coach 
under Jim Bottomley, newly ap- 
pointed pilot of Browns, were added 
slants that kept program up to high 
standard. Sahu. 


BLUE DIAMOND 
With Gilbert Fawcett, tinfi Loos and 

Ed Martens 
Crime Serial 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Tuesdays, 8 p.m. 

KDAL, Duluth 

Fawcett, KDAL’s program diree- 
tor, produces, directs and partici- 
pates in the station’s Crime Club of 
the Air, of which this airing pro- 
vided a typical sample. 

Fawcett does Bill Tracy, small- 
time crook, who pulls off successful 
blackmail stunt against Colonel Ham- 
ilton (Martens), Tracy’s former em- 
ployer and an old meanie, which 
gets audience sympathy for Tracy, 
nicking the old gent for enovzh to 
spell a trip to Etrrope for Tracy and 
his wife (Miss Loos). 

It’s a comedy yarn and put on 
that way, instead of stressing the 
bogey man, crime doesn’t pay stuff 
so common with the gory scripts 
usually heard on crime club stints, 

Rash, 


EESULTS?S 
COUNT MOST, 


The international scope 
and sound growth of this 
organization are the re- 
wards of experience and 
service applied to station 
representation. 
a 
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since KLZ is the 


ence on behalf of 
Mountain region. 


@ Farm experts forecast a return around 200-million 
dollars for “sure-crop”: Cslovado agriculture, beating 
the record 1931 crop by 10-million dollars or more 


Hale 
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RADIO 





}LADELPHIA ORCHESTRA 
a Lucy Menree, Lisa Sergie 
Music, Singing 

Mins. 
herder 8:30 p.m., EDST 
WEAF-NBC, New York : 

Lucy Monroe’s two songs lifted 
ual realm of a Robin Hood Dell 
concert in Philadelphia. Her selection 
from Gounod’s ‘Romeo and Juliet 
plainly 
taken. 
tonal 


Was in excellent voice, her 


in tempo. 

opportunity to take one of those 
High-C notes; accomplished in 
stride. 


Second was a gavotte from Mess- 
‘Mendeli,’ which provided a 


mer's j } tilit 
means of displaying her versatility 
in slower time Acclamation that 


marked the conclusion of this song 
jgnored set program went 


was as 
on 

Excursions through two opera 
tone pictures and waltzes, plus the 
closing impression of Italian music 
were overshadowed by the Phila- 
delphia Symphony treatment of folk 
dances taken from ‘Bartered Bride. 

Lisa Sergio, guest announcer from 
lialy, showed her familiarity with 
the classical numbers and was 
smart enough to make explanatory 
remarks brief. The peculiar situa- 
tion which found Italy’s radio voice, 
announcing an American’ concert 
program containing foreign operatic 
and classical titles according to for- 
eign pronunciation, but often with 
= decided English accent, probably 
was held the height of something or 
other by the lay radio listener. 

Wear, 


‘MEET THE MISSUS’ 
With Harry Wismer 
KITCHEN KLENZER 
Tues., Wed., Thurs., 2 p. m. 
WIR, Detroit 

Harry Wismer, former sportcaster 
on WJR, now invades women’s clubs 
and gatherings with a mike and 
plenty of questions. Matches wits 
with ’°em (a tough job but Wismer 


comes out on top), and wiggles lotta | 


laughs as well as intelligent answers 
out of femmes. 

Quarter-hour program moves 
along swiftly, about a dozen short 
interviews being worked in. Open- 
ing, door bell ringing, gives impres- 
sion Wismer is entering home to 
‘meet the missus.’ 

Blurbs unusually short and choice, 
most of plugging being in the form 


of.a ‘meet the missus’ game given for | 


Jabel 
dime. 


from can of cleanser plus a 


Pete. 


hour of classical music from the | 


showed the strides she has | 


quality matching the grace | 
with which she handled variations | 
This number offered an | 


VARIETY 43 








\‘WE LIVE AGAIN’ 


| With Duane Snodgrass, Mary Jane 


GEORGIA WILDCATS 
With Clayton McMichen, Slim Bry- 


Croft, Bess McCammon, Sydney ant, Ken Newton, Jerry Wallace, 
Heuh, Jack Zoller, Mary Jane Loppy Bryant. : 
Lintz, Gertrude Onnen, Rikel Kent, | Hillbilly 

{ Pauline Hopkins, Nancy Palmer 30 Mins.—Lecal 

| Serial Sustaining 


Mins.—Local 
| LEWIS-HAINE MEDICINE CO. 


|Mon. through Fri., 10:30 a.m., EST. 


| WLW, Cincinnati 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) 

| Okay daytime serial all the way 
a merchandiser. 


|mercials are expertly 


through, not only as a show, but as 
: Audience level is 
right for the product and the com- 
done plugs 


Mon, to Sat., 6:36 a.m. CST 
WAVE, Louisville 


Reorganization of long-established 
mountaineer combo brings the Wild- 
cats back to their old stamping 
ground, where they hold a place in 
the affections of listeners. Boys 
split up about two years ago, due to 
prima donna stuff. 





ror he ne. \ Slim Bryant, guitar player, and 
pee Fr Meare po Fag with | Clayton MeMichen, fiddler and m.c., 
. sts. < om does 4/are both veterans of the old record- 
medicine account get commercials ing days, their records still being 
that do other than smear great gobs | big Se lierc n - south Reb an 
of talk in inconsequential doses, but WAVE’: e~ atiipenhions sat cn Ae p h 
this one stands out for skillful work. | morning Drawling delivery of Mc- 
Show itself tells the story of a |Michen is the McCov and he’s set a 
small town druggist, jilted 20 years lstyle for every hillbilly outfit. in 
ago, becoming the guardian of his | these parts to copy ~ Real ‘*home 
former sweethearts daughter. It | folks chatter is his selling stock n 
gets right down to earth, doing a nice | trade Mc Miche n held the title of 
job presenting heart appeal and | National Champion fiddler for nine 
home y material years, and still participates in all 
Production and pertormance the fiddlers’ contests which are held 


smooth, 


BARNETT’S AMATEUR HOUR 


With Brooks Connally, Wally Nehr- 
ling. 
60 Mins., Local 
BARNETT MILLINERY CO. 
Fri., 8:45 p. m., CDST 
WIND, Gary 
(Julian Frank) 

Whole town of Gary, Ind., turned 
out for this one, following some 
heavy exploitation which wound up 
with a 30-piece band leading a pa- 


rade of contestant-filled Packards to 
the Grand theatre. Only 1,800 seats, 
but 2,000 crowded in and an esti- 
mated 1,500 howled outside, in one of 


the biggest events radio has had as 
far as Gary is concerned. 


Stella White, WIND’s writer-pro- 


ducer, gave amateurs some cute lines 


to say. so they whammed over. 
Everything from tiny girls with 
opera aspirations to young coal 


miners, doing hillbilly, had their say 
or song in a nicely varied 60-minute 
shot. 

As m.c. Brooks Connally is going 
to be quite all right, despite his slight 
| stiffness on opening night. A cou- 
ple more sessions, and he _ should 
know how to draw the answers out, 
so the kids won't need written lines, 
and that'll be an improvement. In 
the surprisingly. small--amount of 
commercials, Wally Nehrling does a 
good job. 

With signaturing for 26 weeks, and 
all the excitement of the first show, 
the amateur idea, properly exploited 
evidently is still good around here. 


in this territory. 

At program caught Wildcats played 
several tunes announced 
‘own personal original compositions,’ 
which they intend to wax at a local 
recording studio. MecMichen in 


as 


cent hunting trip, and the fact that 





jhe was suffering from an attack of 
| the hives 

! Corny? Ye gut to any one 
familiar with the type of listener 
found in the rural districts of Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee and southern In- 
j} diana this program is made to order 
\for them They will choose old- 
|time fiddling and chatter as dished 
}out by the Wildcats in preference to 


any long-haired classical program 


any day of the week, and these boys 


| give them just that. Hold, 
RICHARD ROLLAND 
With The Strollers 
« Music, Songs 
15 Mins., Local 
Sustaining 
Wednesday, 11 a. m. 
WXYZ, Detroit 
Song-and-music program has the 
unusual in Richard Rolland’s roman- 





|tic baritoning. Rich pipes do a nifty 
|job with such tunes as ‘Next Ro- 
| mance with You,’ ‘Stranger in the 
Dark’ and ‘September in the Rain.’ 


| Strollers orchestra despite its 
small number of pieces, turns in a 
fine job as accompaniment to Rol- 


jland and on special arrangement of 
' ‘Lost.’ Pete, 





dulges in a great amount of personal | 
chatter, telling the folks about a re- | 


PHIL SALTMAN 
‘Tunes While You Wait’ 
15 Mins.—Lecal 
Sustaining 

Thursday, 5 p. m. 
WPRO, Previdence 

Phil Saltman, pianist, has turned 
his weekly broadcast from a stereo- 
typed repertoire of both popular and 
classical selections-to a dandy pro- 
gram that has the local telephone 
exchanges pleading for mercy, Lew 
Rogers, WPRO staff announcer, 
thought up the idea and passed it 
along to Saltman. 

A week ago, Saltman announced 
that he would extemporize tunes cre- 
ated from phone numbers—any one’s 
phone numbers. Listeners were in- 
vited to phone the radio station, give 
their phone numbers and presto! A 
new tune! 

And here’s how it’s done 
bers are represented by nine con- 
secutive full notes starting at ‘do.’ ‘O’ 
is Wild—like deuces in poker. A lis 
tener phones a numbe! Dextel 
5327, then Saltman has to create 
regular 32-bar chorus, on the spu 
of the moment, with the melody fea- 
turing 5-3-2-7 or so-mi-re-ti. Listen- 
ers can even pick their own rhythm, 
waltz, fox-trot, rhumba, march, any- 





Num- 


like 


| thing they want. 
their | 


Saltman handles about two phone 
number a minute. It doesn't take 
him more than five seconds to figure 
his tune, and get started. 

All WPRO telephone lines were 
immediately tied up on the opening 
broadcast, and the dial system of the 
exchange was properly balled uv; 
well. Saltman has Thursday, 5 p 


mM 


sustaining period, and now being 

groomed for twice a week com- 

mercial spot. Marcel, 

| MORTON GOULD ORCH. 

With Helen Daniels 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Friday, 8 p. m. 

WOR-Mutual, New York 
Gould, aged 24, is getting the 





‘ rendition was socky. 


buildup at WOR. What chiefly dis- 
tinguishes Gould and his aggregation 
on the air are the syncopatedly 
sleek arrangements and the moun- 
tains of melody he heaps into his 
stuff. Friday (30). in really good 
form, the crew was Capital on ‘One 
Morning in May’ and a new layout 
on ‘Dinah,’ which was good enough | 
to mask the worn, hackneyed ele- | 
ments of that oldster. Gould also | 
intro’d a new novelty composition of | 
his own as yet untagged and sans | 
lyrics. 

Miss Daniels is a WOR Artist Bu- 
reau blues bawler, with a nice 
rhythmic sense and a throaty pair of | 
pipes. Her ‘Penthouse on a Ave.’ | 

ert. ' 


| Mrs 


| tion 


= 


‘ROMANCE BACKSTAGE’ 
With Jack Sherwood and Jehnny 

Mitchell 
Music, Drama 
JEROME WOLKE 
Thursday 7:45 P.M. 

WCAE, Pittsburgh 

Dramatizing a song isn’t a new 
idea in radio, but it’s done effectively 
here, sung well, backgrounded nicely 
with Johnny Mitchell’s organ music, 
acted slickly and scripted soundly. 
In short, it’s a good quarter-hour 
show with a punch, For premiere 
program Thursday night (29), tune 
for theme basis was ‘Alice Blue 
Gown’ and interpolated pleasantly 
several times in a little story of a 
gal whose mother tells her of dad’s 
proposal. 

Script has a nice reminiscent glow, 
which cast, unbilled, heightens with 
sentimental dramatic touches, Sing- 
ng chore is handled by Jack Sher- 


wood, a corking tenor voice. Spon- 
sor sets up some kind of record or 
other in radio circles by limiting 


plugs to exactly one, coming at end 
of program Cohen 


MRS. JOHN REILLEY 
Comment 
15 Mins., Lecal 
GORDON & DILWORTH 
Thurs., 5:45 p.m. 
WHN, New York 

(Topping & Lloyd) 

Mrs. John Reilley has the advan- 
tage of a good radio voice, one that 
is distinguished for diction, but the 
disadvantage of dishing out mate- 
rial that is trite and jejune. She 
comments on a program that is 
known as ‘How to Be Happy Though 
Married’ and in the manner of 
an advice-to-the-lovelorn columnist, 
dishes out a lot of piffle. Tenor of 
Reilley’s theories would sug- 
gest propaganda against divorce 
which should at least make the pro- 
gram a ‘must’ on Catholic church 
lists. 

On last week’s program, Mrs, 
Reilley attempted to answer a let- 
ter purportedly written here, inquir- 
ing if divorce can make a person 
free. The letters are propably fic- 
as with many twaddle dealers 
on dailies 

Plenty 
jellies. 


of for the 


Char, 


commercial 


TED NABORS 
‘Greater Vox Pop’ 
30 Mins.—Local 
METZGER DAIRIES 
Monday, 7 p. m. CST 
KTRH, Houston 


Show is a combination street in- 
terview and Bank Night. First 10 
minutes originates from street in 
front of Metropolitan Theatre, last 


(Continued on page 58) 
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Blasting 10,000 watts 
day and night to more 
than two million listen- 
ers within the half- 
millivolt line besides 
roaring into Havana, 
Cuba with the clearest 
of all American signals 
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Libel Suit Vs. NBC 


Scoop on Prall’s llness Basis of 2006 


and D.C. Columnist 





Washington, Aug. 3. 
Libel suit for $200,000 was brought 
against National Broadcasting Co. 
and Arthur Reilly, news commenta- 
tor, last week as aftermath of broad- 
cast denials of reports concerning 
scrious illness of late Chairman An- 


ning S. Prall of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. 


Seeking compensatory damages of | 


$100,000 and an identical amount 
as punitive damages, Drew Pearson 


*ad Bob Allen, conductors of Wash- | 


ington Merry-Go-Round, newspaper 


column, charged Reilly, 


Globe-Trotter for the Washington | 
Herald, deliberately aired ‘false, 
wicked, malicious, scandalous, and 


defamatory matter’ in denying their 
story that Prall had been partially 
paralyzed and was not expected to 
return to his post on the Commish. 
The chairman’s death was announced 
#3 hours after the Pearson-Allen 
jtem appeared in print and less than 


86 hours after Reilly in his nightly | 


étint over WRC had denounced the 


who is! 


Merry-Go-Round yarn as ‘atrocious 
piece of misrepresentation.’ 

With assertions about their pro- 
fessional and personal standing, 
Pearson and Allen averred their ar- 
ticle was based on what they honestly 
| believed to be reliable information. 
| Complained in papers filed in Fed- 
eral District Court by Attorney Wil- 
liam M. Leahy that Reilly malicious- 





ly attempted ‘to bring them into 
public scandal, scorn, injury, in- 
famy, and disgrace and to charge 


| them with venomous, dastardly, cor- 
rupt and unlawful practices ahd to 
linjure them irreparably, and to 
cause them to be generally and pub- 


unfair, unreliable, venomous 
dastardly in the writing of their 
column.’ 


Offense complained of occurred on 
night of July 20 when Reilly read 
a correction which was printed in 
the following day’s Herald declaring 
Prall is ‘rapidly convalescing from 
| his recent illness’ and furthermore 





rides.’ 
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WHITEMAN 
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Red—Wednesdays 
12-12:30 P.M. EDST 


B Blue—Saturdays 
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ARTIST'S MANAGEMENT 


Also Represents: 


Jimmy Brierly 
Jeanne Ellis 
King’s Men 
Bob Lawrence 

Johnny Mercer 

Harry Rosenthal 

Vivienne Segal 


ARTIST'S MANAGEMENT 
Bureau, Inc. 


17 E. 45 ST.. NEW YORK 
Tel. MU. 2-1888 


|the rag far out on a limb, Reilly 
| made further efforts to refute the 
| Merry-Go-Round piece by reading a 
| personal wire from A. Mortimer 
| Prall, late chairman’s son, which de- 
| scribed the assailed part of the gos- 
| sip column as ‘venomous, gratuitous 
| attempt at character assassination.’ 


'WEBR, Balto, On-Spot 
| Coverage of Boat Rescue 
Not News to the Press 


Baltimore, Aug. 3. 

WFBR scored scoop in spot news 
coverage this week in bringing an 
accurate from-the-scene account of 
the fire aboard the bay boat ‘City of 
Baltimore’ on which three persons 
|were killed and 70 rescued by a 
| variety of shipping attracted to the 
tragedy by the flames which burned 
| the boat down to the water edge be- 
|fore fire fighting apparatus or life 
iboats could be utilized. 
| With the quick co-operation of the 
|telephone company, WFBR ss suc- 
|ceeded in clearing and running ad- 
ditional wire to a shore point close 
to the tragedy and within an hour 
was reporting an actual eye witness 
account of the fire. Passenger lists 
were checked and survivors brought 
in by the variety of pleasure craft 
quickly drafted for rescue service, 
gave actual descriptions of the 
disaster. Station also used its short 
wave pack sent to the actual scene. 

Studio switchboard was flooded 
with calls from relatives and friends 














of passengers and crew, and station 





and His 
Orchestra 
2ND YEAR 


Viennese Roof 
HOTEL ST. REGIS 


NEW YORK 














remained on air until 3 a.m. when 
final check up of dead and rescued 
was accurately accertained. 

No mention in any of town’s 
papers of WFBR job. 





Toronto Voice-Liftings 


Toronto, Aug. 3. 

Four radioites occupied hospital 
| beds here last week. All had their 
| noses or throats operated on so that 
they could grow up to be better 
little broadcasters. 

Ruth Lowe, Horace Freckelton, 
Margaret McCann and Nell Smith 
are the ones that parted with tonsils 











and such. 
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licly suspected and believed to be} 
and | 


‘is enjoying his boat and automobile | 


After reading the piece which put} 





Example 





Philadelphia, Aug, 3. 

Mac Parker, outspoken come 
mentator on WCAU, was hear- 
ing plenty this week of that old 
saw about something ‘begin- 
ning at home.’ 

While running a safe-driving 
campaign on the air Mac's 2i- 
year-old son, Mac, Jr., was 
fined $13.63 for reckless driving. 
He was accused of speeding 
past a red light. His father 
grilled the arresting officer. 

















FTC Renews 
Campaign To 
Purity Radio 


Washington, Aug. 3. 
Heralding new campaign for the 


purification of radio advertising, 
Federal Trade Commission last week 
swooped down ‘on a group of patent 





medicine and hair-dye manufac-}| 
. . | 

turers and told them to quit mis-| 
guiding radid public, or else. 
Cease and desist orders were 





dished out to three companies—the | 
largest batch at one time in many| 
months—while two other firms were | 
cautioned to file answer to com- 
plaints against them within 30 days. 

Knob-twiddlers who have been led | 
to believe that ‘No-Doz Awakeners’ 
will prevent hangovers, sober up 
drunks and keep auto drivers from | 
snoozing at the wheel, will have to} 
keep on experimenting with black| 
coffee, Commish indicated. Slapping 
a cease and desist order on No-Doz 
Laboratories, Sacramento, Calif., of- 
ficials rebuked the manufacturers for 
claims that more than 1,000,000 auto 
drivers rely on the preparation. 
Product. contains mosély caffein— 
which can be found in any coffee pot 
anyway, FTC pointed out, 

Other cease and desists were is- 
sued to the A. & O. Company of 
New Bern, N. C., and _ Lechler 
Laboratories, Inc., New York. A. & 
O. Co. has been broadcasting ‘se- 
cret’ formula designed to relieve 
colds after the first dose and also to | 
‘protect’ users from pneumonia and} 
serious lung trouble. New York 
manufacturers were told to quit sing- 
ing praises of ‘Lechler 569 Instan- 
taneous Hair Lightener’ as contain- 
ing no peroxide, when findings 
showed liberal amount of the bleach. 

Spanks were administered to Cal- 
A-Mo Laboratories, Los Angeles, and 
Lavoptik Co., Inc., St. Paul, Minn. 
Former concern has been promising 
fatties that ‘Calamo Reducing Baths’ 
will recapture their girlish figures 
for them and that preparstion is 
‘equivalent of a reducing bath in the 
famous European spas.” Guy J. 
Banta, trading as the manufacturer 
of the slimming preparation, does not 
even have his own laboratories, 
Commish added, but simply wraps 
up and labels preparation, which he 
buys in bulk. 

Lavoptik Company was 
not to repeat 











warned 
broadcast assertions } 
that 6,000 eye specialists endorse 
‘Lavoptik Eye Wash,’ nor that it 
cures diseases of the eyes. Dunking 
one’s optic in the preparation ‘can 
in no way influence’ eye troubles, 
Commish declared. 





Farmers’ Pockets Full 


Fargo, N. Dak., Aug. 3. 
Red River valley is enjoying 
bumper crops and its biggest pros- 
perity in 25 years. Which means 
there’ll be plenty of money for the 
North Dakota State Fair. 
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STARTERS ON WLW 


Estate Steve Back—Shur-Jel Spon- 
sors News—Commentator Renews 
Cincinnatl, Aug. 3. 

Estate Stove Co., Hamilton, O., re- 

sumes its long-running Heatrolatown 

Herald, ‘magazine of the air,’ series 

on WLW Aug. 9 for the customary 

13-week stretch. On Mondays, from 





'9 to 9:30 p.m., the new program will 


have Wells Ginn as editor-m.c., Vicki 
Chase, soprano; Herbert Spiecker- 
man, baritone; the Modernaires, male 


| quartet; the William Stoess orchestra 
; and a dramatic cast, all for the Cros- 


ley staff. Agency is Stockton, West 
& Burkhart, local, 

General Foods is blurbing Shur- 
Jel on a five-minute news period at 
noon, Monday through 
WLW. Account through Transamer- 
ican, 

Commentator Magazine has taken 
a 13-week renewal on Paul Sulli- 
van’s Sunday 11-11:15 p.m. news spot 
on the 500,000 watter. 


WAGA Tees Off 


Atlanta, Aug. 3. 

Switch was thrown and Atlanta’s 
fourth radio station, WAGA, went on 
air Sunday (1) morning at 7:45 
o’clock. Owned by Liberty Broad- 
casting Co. and operated by Atlanta 
Journal, station is NBC’s Blue 
outlet here. Proceedings started with 
15-minute local dedication program 
with Lambdin Kay, manager of WSB, 
who will also supervise WAGA. 

NBC Blue took over with dedi- 
cation program until 9 o'clock when 
one-hour variety show. sponsored by 
J. C. Brown Distributing Co., local 
Phileo dealers, was offered as a 
salute to WAGA. Program, under 
direction of station’s program di- 
rector, Earle Pudney, used Bernice 
Johnson, Paul Overbay, Betty Blue, 
Nita Say and Perry Bechtel’s music. 
Kay also participated as did Jess M. 
Swicegood, new station’s manager. 
Announcing personnel was also 
introed at this time. 








KSD’S AMATEUR PROGRAM 


Cvuurse at Fanchon & Marco School 
Is Weekly Prize 





St. Louis, Aug. 3. 
KSD inaugurates ‘Veedol Ama- 
teur Varieties,’ a new 30-min. show 
Saturday (7) that will run 13 weeks. 
Boys and girls, not 


St. Louis, are eligible. Eight 
hopefuls will be given chance each 
Saturday and winner will be de- 
termined by votes of dialers. Week- 
ly winners will receive a_ three 
months’ course in radio and stage 
training at local Meglin-Fanchon & 
Marco school and at end of 13 weeks 
the 12 weekly winners will compete 
for grand final cash prize. 

Finals will be broadcast from stage 
of St. Louis theatre before live au- 
dience. Balance of programs will 
be heard from KSD studios. Frank 
Eschen, station’s program director, 
will be in charge. 


KQW’s Mutual Ballyhoo 


San Francisco, Aug. 3. 
Addition of station KQW, San 
Jose, to the Mutual-Don Lee outlets 
in California was celebrated Mon- 
day (2) with a 45-minute 





Net | 


more than 15} 
years old and living in metropolitan { 


salute | 





Friday, on | 


|} Federation 





| 
| 
| 
| 


over a coast-to-coast network. Pick- | 


uos included Chester Smith’s 
music from KHJ, Los Angeles. 

‘Feminine Fancies,’ nine-year-old 
KFRC afternoon airer now con- 
ducted by Mel Venter, originated at 
KQW Monday, marking the first 


time the show has emanated from | 


any spot outside of San Francisco. 





Husing’s Ohio Date Sept. 25 








WDAY, Fargo, will make at least 
seven remote pick-ups during the 
duration of the farmers’ frolic Aug. 
23-28. 





Furgason & Aston, station reps, 
last week seized upon a picture in 
‘Life’ illustrating current prosperity 
of farmers and, with permission, 
made a promotional brochure for 
KFYR, Bismarck; KFRU, Columbia, 
and KMMJ, Clay Centre, Neb. 


Buffalo Staff Shifts 


Buffalo, Aug. 3. 
General shakeup in progress at | 





WGR-WKBW with spielers Vic} AND HIS 
Campbell, Bill Herson and Lou | | 

ten Blndin | } A a | t 5 ORCHESTRA 
George Bryan (George H. Breivogel) | JELLO 

— Gulia’ eon Wark + maar 7:00-7 :30—NBC 


Columbus, Aug. 3. 
First network to move in on Ohio 
| State home football schedule is 
|Columbia. Chain will send Ted 


or- 


chestra at KFRC here and other | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


|Husing here Sept. 25 to broadcast | 


Ohio State-Texas Christian game. 
| Broadcasting rights. of 


home | 


| schedule have been sold to Atlantic | 


| Refining Co., 
| Mfg. Co. 





placed by Frank Cooper of Curtis 


Alka-Seltzer, 


& Allen agency to wax a series for | 


Kellogg and Griffin | 


Kirby and Duval, comedy twain, | 


REVEAL ‘NEWS’ 


SPONSORED QT. 


Questioning by a State Commis. 
sion, investigating the petroleum in. 
dustry in Pennsylvania, brought out 
at a public hearing last Friday that 
Allen Scott, WCAU and Kyw news 
commentator, was paid by oil com. 
panies for five weeks of ‘news com. 
ment’ in 1935 against the then pend. 
ing gasoline tax. 

‘News’ was b.r.d. by the Associate 
Petroleum Industries of Pennsylya. 
nia, although sponsors were publicly 
announced as the Keystone Automo. 
bile Club, the Pennsylvania Motor 
and the 
Automobile Federation, 

Disclosure was made in querying 
of W. Purvis Taylor, secretary of the 





Pennsy} ani 
sisyivania 


|petroleum group. He said the broad. 


cast material was prepared by him- 
self and p.a.’s for Atlantic and Guilt 
oil companies. 














BROADCASTING 


6th YEAR FOR 
BLACKETT ‘- SAMPLE 
HUMMERT, INC. 


ANACIN 








HARRY 
SALTER 


CONDUCTING 


LUCKY STRIKE 
“HIT PARADE" 


EVERY WEDNESDAY 
N.B.C. Red at 10 P.M., EDST 























BRAGGIOTTI 








NBC NETWORK 
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years of fighting: 
Battle fronts: 


publishing a 
extremely bitter. 


smaller communities. 
midwest. 





(After Five Fighting Years 


Status quo in the newspaper publisher-radio station war after five 


Most persistently bitter is the Deep South (there 
are areas of comparative calm in Florida and Virginia), with a spill- 
over of publisher animus in the southwest. 
popping away at the whites of radio's eyes. 
houses (with railroad, utility and bank connections) are 
Pittsburgh is the most acrimonious of the larger 
cities; Charlotte, North Carolina, is one of the chief diehards in the 
There are scattered barricades through the 
More or less quiet in the far west. 


New England is still 
Canada’s entrenched 
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SMALL TOWN PUBS MORE BITTER THAN 
EVER VS. RADIO; LOCAL NEWS HURTS 


Curtailing of Program Listings to Hamper Stations— 
Boomerangs in Some Cases—Advertisers Resent 


Being Placed in Middle 




















to list their sponsored programs in 
the dailies. 

Results are said to have been em- 
barrassing to publishers. Radio sta- 
tions didn’t particularly care, but the 
advertisers and listeners did. Pro- 
tests from the public and sarcastic 





Tactical positions: Radio is mobilizing new forces constantly. ities Anne letters from accounts accusing the 
tions are using newscasts hourly in some cases. United Press s°, 7 ay Ys publishers of being picayune and 
awe ternational News frankly go after that radio station coin Midwestern relations between Add: §S iti hicky came in 
and Inter: Ww! Ste in, adie : pe ; . : onsoritis : og ; ; 
while Transradio, entirely unfettered, has 35 bureaus, 1,800 corre- m a a sane a Peg p Those that were et to may, to 
spapers are weakened by lack i ir 2 Baye a . ones list their programs didn’t want dis- 
spondents. Newspape A a Sab cory be of united hee the minished bitterness in the south } play space, but suggested two agate 
radio-owning newspapers aving a different philosophy. Small and elsewhere. Greater cordial Danger of getting too much , ee ° 
groups of publishers, conscious of the inroads of radio newscasting, ity is generally reported personal publicity in connec- lines, which at small town linage 
have attempted various hampering maneuvers, but have not met ‘Ee eh Nt ; tion with sponsored programs rates made the publishers seem 
with success. enn. on Se is exemplified in a story of the ||Pretty cheap to be raising a fuss 
Imes is now giving pictures and radio season just ended. Big over 29 cents, or similar amounts. 
—— lineage to radio news matters. commercial got rave notices Publisher receiving revenue from 
7 ° ¥ and socko reaction generally. a national advertiser is placed in an 
ews ituation nl i Small town newspaper publishers |] Much personal credit went to mtg position if te ese bap: 
are more bitter than ever at radio the individual producer. perio Rass Me mage nt aos 
stations. Radio, unhampered by Somebody whispered in the : ‘ a »-<inepeg be gnibeationaat 
By DAVE WILSON | artificial news deadlines, spills the sponsor’s ear that the program not gees 4 be — oe regain 
———_—_—_— |news as fast as it happens and has was so good that he'd better get (CORtENGOS SH. page 5 
3 ; ; | been scooping the dailies all over another producer who could “deta 
wo py seneice, Sy 4 oe ae, Oe. as beni " ay both | the country so fast and so frequently | keep up the pace. Man that did CH RISMAN SCRAMS WOR 
Radio stations here are grumbling bag ai te eens ____ | it’s no longer a matter of comment.|]| the swell job was fired for —- 
about the radio-newspaper hook-ups |. as yp be ow ghee the jargest | This was bad enough for the pub- being too good on the theory Refuses Lower Terms—Nine Years 
*hich hamper them in their news “ay pond a an i . razil, the Dia- | lishers where only national news|] that he was just a flash in the With Station 
bad eis, Yormerly no broadcast- TOS 4issociados, whose ee bulletins | was involved, but now radio is more pan. a 
bu s ‘ila Mine sir opp are made up in the city room and/ and more invading the field of local | Dave Chrisman, WOR and Mutual 
ing stations in Rio de Janeiro were | ryshed to the mike with the mini- , i 
; 6 bea news. And that’s not funny for the : 1. | Salesman, quit last week after a tiff 
linked with newspapers, news being | mum of delay. publishers office away from the daily and where | ove, salary and commission. Station 
proadeast every time a fresh edi- Radio Mayring Veiga obtains a/| : = the advertising accounts sponsoring “3 : 


tion of a paper was put on the 
streets. Recently, however, a num- 
ber of- broadcasters have been work- 
ing im conjunction with, or are ac- 
tually owned by newspapers, and 
therefore able to use news before 
the rags are circulating. and thus 
enjoy a decided advantage over in- 


regular news service from two inter- 
national agencies by means of direct 
telephone communications with both, 
and is thus assured of never being 
far behind, when not the first, with 
their flashes. Buf this station al- 
leges that its earnings are insuffi- 


Afternoon dailies particularly are 
said to feel the pinch. With radio 
| stations breaking in throughout the 
|day with news flashes and with 


news actually pay the salaries of the 


| reporters that do the scooping. 


nightly resumes of the cream of the | 


| headlines broadcast at five p.m., or 
| thereabouts, on some 450 stations 
; throughout the United States and 


| 


At the last Waldorf-Astoria con- 
vention of the publishers it seemed 
clear that the newspapers that own 
radio stations (about 120) do not 
share the diehard attitude of some of 


asked Chrisman to accept a reduc- 
tion in terms on a contract proffered 
him for the coming year. Time ped- 
dler had been with WOR for nine 
years, at the time of his leaving be- 
ing the station’s oldest salesman. 
Now on a motor tour of the coun- 
try, Chrisman plans to enter biz on 








; cient to justify the payment of, large | Canada, the total result to prestige, |the indie publishers, who continue | his own when returning to New 
dependent stations, to whom are left | amounts for news bulletins which|circulation and publisher anxieties | t® Place confidence and hope in | York, 
the alternatives of either communi- | are on the air only five minutes of | keeps the hatred of broadcasting at ) hampering campaigns. Tactics of siigithiainsnstbnasans 
cating stale information or of en- | every sixty. uncooling white-heat. jsome publishers have been criti- WIL Takes Transradie 
tirely eliminating news; an unpleas- 


ant prospect. 





| Publishers have been fighting a 


; 
{ 


cized as short-sighted and dictated 


St. Louis, Aug. 3. 


Stett Briquette through Erwin-/ persistently losing battle against |>Y pocketbook passion. C. W. Benson, of WIL, and Sims 

Radio stations, which have become; Wasey is sponsoring weather fore-|radio.- This they hate to admit.| A recent series of scattered at- |Guckenheimer, of Transradio Press, 

clients of telegraph agencies, are | casts twice daily over WDAY, Fargo, | Some of the implications and threats | tempts—presumably by concerted |have completed negotiations which 

finding the association costly, and | North Dakota. Same station has/|of radio’s inroads via news do not | agreement—has again resulted un-|gives WIL Transradio service start- 
with the possible exception of one | placed International Harvester via | reassure the dailies, especially the | happily for publishers. Publishers | ing Sept. 1. 


or two cannot afford to put out $100 
or more a month for a news report. 


Aubrey, Moore & Wallace, Chicago. | small town ones, where the adver- | decided to emasculate radio program| Long, before radio news became 











|tising pie is of limited size. It’s | listings. First step, in a typical case,|popular WIL maintained its own 
Other stations have overcome the Jean Sablon, French teno held by | galling, too, where a local station | was to cut schedules from 18 hours |staff of reporters in furnishing 
difficulty by advertising the news-|NBC Artists Service, ms ng his | sets up a staff of local reporters and|to 10 hours, and thereby try to !dialers with up to the minute local 


papers yoplying them with the 


first records in English for victor. |! steals city hall and the sheriff's | wedge advertisers to buy paid space | news. 











A BUMPER CROP 


“OG 
F Lig TENEp 
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TuroucHout the broad expanse of WLW’s 


coverage lie rich agricultural regions which are 
coming into their own, with record-breaking crops 
bringing top-notch prices. 


WLW reaches more farmers, with their pockets 
lined with money, than any other broadcasting 
station, because WLW is 


THE NATION’S STATION« 
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Italians Align Music Royalties 


From Films; 90% Cut to Features x"sscs"%cmirs 2" 





Rome, Aug. 3. — of Musicians, worried by the 


Italian Society of Authors and Edi- | invasion of American music in —_ 
tors has decided that of the royalties films, obtained is assurance 0 
paid for musical accompaniment to | LUCE that cy 7 gui pg te SS 
films, 90% should be assigned to | would work on L re 0 ; 
composers of feature film, and 10% But now sao mpg c nage adboaey no 
to composers of newsreels, shorts, | longer content with just being as- 
etc ; sured a part on the program. 

Society of Authors and Editors 

Decision has been hotly contested,, PE relate WE relativ 
by Italian composers, who dislike | Pased thew Ag ea egal tes ite 
seature alms being hvarciny sc M films, and on the fact that feature 
large eee aber oll oh sage hig mr | films constituted the main attraction 
more oiten torel < > | 7 

” : .,|0on the program. 
that means that the royalties paid | site ea ; 
for the musical accompaniment to | 


" Newsree! on the other hana that | BOB PEARY EXECUTIVE 
AND ALSO DANCEMAN 


is to say the LUCE newsreel, pro- | 
" Chiceso, July 27. 


jection of which is obligatory in 
Deal has been signatured which 


Italian cinemas) is accompanied by 

musical comment written by Italian 
brings Bob Peary into Consolidated 
Radio Artists office here to become a 


composers. Some time ago the Syn- 
member of the sales force. 


Move made by Peary will in no 
way affect his directing his own or- 
chestra, which was at Morrison 
hotel’s Casino Parisienne recently. 
CRA duties will be in addition to | 
baton waving. 








FU RARER 
SPECIALS 
Wall Hudson's Latest 


YOU'RE MY DESIRE 


Sensational Sone Hit Prem 


RKO “New Faces of hs ry aia 


PECKIN 





Music Notes 





Eddie Ward is scoring ‘Under the 
Flag’ at Metro. 





Mills Music, Inc., has obtained the 


The New Summer Sensation! American publication rights of 
ss os ‘Champagne Cocktail,’ ‘Tarantula’ 


and ‘Where a Spanish Town Used 
| to Be’ from Campbell-Connelly, 
British firm. First two numbers are 


by Sid Phillips. 








| Harry McPherson and Glenn Spen- 
cer placed new tune, ‘My Madonna 
of the Trail,’ with Cross & Winge for 
publication. 


Season’s Loveliest Ballad 


MOON AT SEA 


The Comedy Hit of 1937 


TODAY | AM A MAN 











Jean Plummer and Tony Sazzo 
wrote ‘Just A Stone’s Throw From 
Heaven’ which will be published by 

Hollywood Music Publishers, Ltd. 
eae | 
Gus Kahn, Bronislau Kaper and} 
Walter Jurmann have completed half 
a dozen numbers for Metro’s “The 
; ‘ Ugly Duckling.’ Ditties are ‘Swing, 
Hit from “Sing While Mister Mendelssohn,’ ‘The Sun Never 
You're Able” Sets on Swing,’ ‘The One I Love,’ 
‘Never Was There Such a Perfect 


Hi “ COUNTRY BOY = 
AT. HEART 





“Pinky” Tomlin’s Smash 





Jimmy McHugh and Harold Adam- 
son move into RKO studio for 
music and lyrics for ‘Born to Sing,’ 
Lily Pons starrer, on deal with 
Robbins. 














Abel Baer now with Schuster- 
Miller publishing Co. 








WITMARK presents 
HOAGY CARMICHAEL’S 


MAN MOON 





Manning Sherwin and Frank Loes- 
ser will dish up melodies for B. P. 
Schulberg’s ‘Blossoms on Broadway.’ 





A Raymond Scott and his swinging 
won el Geawrs BOS Se “Twew symphonists have completed six 


LITTLE HEAVEN recordings for S-I’s ‘Nothing Sacred.’ 
of the SEVEN SEAS : 


M. wee »* SONS Basil Sandbach and Aaron Gon- 
R.C.A. Bidg., N. ¥. C. zales sold their song ‘Tropicana,’ to 


: r ‘ : 
HAROLD LL EE, Prof. Manage | Irving Berlin, Inc. 























FOUR FEIST HITS RIDING STRONG 


OUR PENTHOUSE ON THIRD AVENUE 
LOVE IS NEVER OUT OF SEASON 


From RKO-Radio's “NEW FACES OF 1937” 
From BEN MARDEN’S SMART RIVIERA REVUE 


THE IMAGE OF YOU 


From THE PAN AMERICAN CASINO REVUE 


DON’T YOU KNOW OR DON’T YOU CARE 


LEO FEIST, Inc. © 1629 BROADWAY *® NEW YORK 




















slip Aug. 11. 
Capitol theatre, Washington, after a 


llantic City, the week of Aug. 28. 


|CRA. To begin Aug. 28. 


—<—$<——=:2 





On the Upbeat 





Jesse Crawford orch goes into the 


Last Week's 15 Best Sellers 


es 





It Looks Like Rain........ Saxe 
Sailboat in the Moonlight .. 
You and Me That Used to Be. 


Currently at the 


recording session with Victor in New 











York. “Sweet LOUGE oc 2caccnevcieticis uw gewskdaseeickiee ees 
— Merry-Go-Round Broke Down .......-ceceeeeeesees Harms 
Jess Hawkins orch has been set by | TWere Or Weak 665 ches ccac Trerrrerrrer et . -Chappell 
Consolidated to open at the New| Miller's Daughter Marianne ........... coeecrcescoes ,.. Shapiro 
Penn Club, Pittsburgh, Aug. 13. Caravan.......ssceeeeeeeccueee cee cccccccccsccccooees Exclusive 
"Raue: Mowatt <5 356 Savésc aces SPENCE POOLE FT Te Te Famous 
*C ’ a : 
Henri Lishon band is booked into | eid a gs BBO. ccececscecccncceccverens pane 
the Gunter hotel, San Antonio, be- *I Know Now ERT eg aa ile Sal alae ae NES. id ae ga Remick 
ginning Saturday (7). Gee Wt Wik: WOE a bic ta vicck la gkecdeveicdsccess Berlin 
Sgr ere ee eR tee ee gales 8 Soares Robbins 
Rita Rio plays the Steel Pier, At- Te Oe IONE iis 55s gD x Had 02d CEN OSs Wlse xR ERE eae at Miller 


* Indicates filmusical song. 
— others are pops. 
Jack Tracy orch is at the Chez 








ee eee eee eee eeeeeeee 


obtedevedisesiche reeves mem 


+t Indicates stage production song. The 


oveded cas seeTIS 
.e-».Crawford 











Maurice, Dallas,.on a CRA pact. 





Friday (30), with Eddie Weitz going 

Bobby Grayson orchestra starts ajin for fortnight, to be followed by 
two-week engagement Aug. 6 at the! Dean Sayres and his all-femme out- 
Willows, Pittsburgh. | fit. 








Chick Webb orchestra set by CRA} Art Kassell’s band into Kenny- 
for a date Auz. 18 at the Armory,! wood Park, Pittsburgh, for two-week 
Asbury Park, N. J. |stand Tuesday night (10), replacing | 
| Les Brown,. 








Jackie Coogan unit plays a four- 
day date in and around Charlotte, 





Jimmy Dorsey’s band plays week | 


N. C., Aug. 23 to 26. at the Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, 
—-- = starting Friday (6) and New Penn, | 
Charles Costelle orchestra goes| open-air dance spot 10 miles out of 


into the French Casino, N. Y., for| city, is trying to book him for few | 
six weeks when it reopens. Date/| nights after that. 
tentatively set as Aug. 19. Set by 
Milton Roemer of CRA N. Y. office. 


North Carolina State Collegians 





_— |}have moved into Folly’s Pier, 
Don Redman orchestra plays dates! Charleston, S. C. 
at New Brunswick, N. J., and —_——— 
Kreuger’s Auditorium, Newark, Johnny Hamp goes to the Hotel 
N. J., Aug. 14 and Sept. 4 re-| Nags Header, Nags Head, N. C. 
spectively. 





| Little Jack Smith’s music set for 

Herbie Kaye orchestra goes into rest of season in the terrace ball- 
the Casino on Catalina Island, Cali- | 0M of Pocono Manor Inn, Pocono 
fornia, Sept. 1. | Manor, Pa. 








Herb Steiner orchestra set for| Al Hersch’s orch playing in the 
duration of the season at the| Pine Room of Skytop Club, Skytop, | 
Hickory. Lodge, Larchmont, N. Y. Pa. 





Louis Panico will do five weeks at; Lee Shelley’s band winds up two- 
Chase hotel, St. Louis, after which| week stay at Willows, Pittsburgh, 
he returns to his regular berth at | Thursday night (5), but will return 
Oriental Gardens, Chicago, for the | again Aug. 20 for another fortnight’s 
season. stay. 











Jack Denny set for five dates on 


Tom Archer ballroom circuit by Irving Beriin Family 
On Alaska Vacation 





| al) to an S-M publication. 





Woody Herman’s band, after four Irving Berlin, with his wife and 
weeks at Willows, Pittsburgh, play-| children, to Alaska for a month’s 
ing fortnight of one-nighters, then | vacation. 
doubles between Roseland and} Songsmith still working on ‘Alex- 
Brighton Beach week of Aug. 10 and | ander’s Ragtime Band’ for 20th-Fox 
opening extended run at Normandie,|and another score for Astaire- 
Boston, Sept. 1. Rockwell-O’Keefe | |Rogers at RKO, but is taking the 
handling. | holiday before completing the job. 








Joe Venuti, following week of | 
stage work at Stanley, Pittsburgh, to | 
Hotel Claridge in Memphis for a run. 
CRA handled. 


NIPPONESE ORGAN SWING 


Tokyo, July 27. 
Nippon Gekijo is the first theatre 
in Tok i ipe- : 
Herbie Kay orchestra into Santa Phe op Pa mf ag 
Catalina Island Casino replacing Jan graduate of Union Theological Semi. 
Garber Sept. 1. nary, N. Y., has forsaken the pulpit 
to become the Nippon Gekijo’s jazz 
organist. 








Shep Fields set for a spot in Para- 
mount’s “Big Broadcast of 1938’ fol- 
lowing p.a. date at Paramount, New 
York, Sept. 1. 





Schirmer’s Cagney Tunes 
Schirmer will publish all the num- 








Emerson Gill’s MCA—booked | bers from the James Cagney musical 
dance tour took him on one hop | ‘Something to Sing About.’ Songs 
from the Tybrisa pavilion, Savan-|are ‘Right or Wrong,’ ‘Out of the 


nah Beach, Ga., to Elberta Beach, O. | Blue,’ ‘Loving You,’ ‘Any Old Love’ 
At Steel Pier, Atlantic City, Aug. |and the title number ‘Something to 
6-12, after  one-nitering; 14-29 | Sing About,’ music and lyrics for 
Euclid Beach Park, Cleveland; 22-28, | all done by Victor anna 


TITLE SIMILARITY 


| Publisher Protests Fred Waring Pix 


Seng Tee Close 





Schuster-Miller Music Pub. Co. has 
formally squawked to Warner Bros. 
over the titular similarity of an ‘Old 
King Cole’ song in ‘Varsity Show’ 
(forthcoming Fred Waring filmusic- 


Latter’s 
is titled ‘Ole King Cole’ and unfair 


| trade competition is charged. 


Larry Clinton and Ira Schuster 
authored one of the ‘Cole’ songs; 


Johnny Mercer wrote the WB filmu- 


sical excerpt. 





f Two New Instrumental Novel- 
ties by the Publishers of 


“Nola” and “Polly’’ 


“CHINA DOLL 
PARADE”’ 


“WHISTLING 
MOSE”’ 


Distinctive Piano or 
Orchestra Specialties 


SAM FOX 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BUILOING RADIO CITY 
NEW YORK 


ra 








DUKE’: se 
New Smash Hits 


ij by JOE HAYMES 


RECORDED ON 
MASTER AND 


~ VARIETY RECORDS 
= 


EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS 





1619 BROADWAY NEW YORF. NWN Y 








Kennywood Park, Pittsburgh. 























Arden Smith, orchestra replace | 
Frank Brandt’s band in Desert hotel | 
Roundup room, Spokane. 





Stella Engle girl orchestra form- | 
erly hooked with Vincent Lopez | 
| Debutantes, now working at Wil- | 
banks, Prospect Park, Pa. 





Ted Fio-Rito at the Nat, Spokane, 
Aug. 2. 








TURN ON THAT 


ley Dale, Columbus, Aug. 4. 





LEO FEIST, INC. ®@ 


Art Farrar’s orch wound up four- 
week stay at Balconades, Pittsburgh, 





| Jimmy Dorsey one-nighter at Val- 
| 


WALTER WANGER DOES IT AGAIN! 
This Time It’s “VOGUES OF 1938” 


WITH THESE SONG HITS 


THAT OLD FEELING 


By LEW BROWN and SAMMY FAIN 


LOVELY ONE 


By FRANK LOESSER and MANNING SHERWIN 


By PAUL WEBSTER and LOUIS ALTER 
1629 Broadway ® New York 
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Two Locals as Gesture 


Will Annually Interrupt 
Imported Name Bands 


Minneapolis, Aug. 3. 
As ‘a good will gesture’ toward 
Jocal musicians, at least two Minne- 
apolis bands will be used each year 
in the Minnesota Terrace (the 
town’s swankiest niterie) of the 
Hotel Nicollet (Ralph Hitz’s Na- 





tional Hotel Co.), according to Neil | 


Messick, martager. 


However, says Messick, the name- 


pand policy also will be continued. 
Del Courtney’s band from the west 
coast has started a four-week en- 


gagement which will be followed by | 
Jack Malerick and his Minneapolis | 


band. Then it’s planned to bring in 
Casa Loma for a fortnight with 
other. big names to follow, accord- 
ing to Messick. | 
Courtney is making first trip east. 
Came here from Dallas and engage- 


ments at Book-Cadillac, Detroit, and | 


Netherlands, New York, are sched- 
uled after Minneapolis. 


SAVITT AND CRA 





NOT GETTING ALONG 


Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 


Jan Savitt orch, which has just re- | 
furned as house band at KYW fol- | 
lowing a month’s. tour, is attempting | 
to break contract with Consolidated | 


Radio Artists. Savitt contends he 


can legally abrogate agreement un- | 
der terms of American Federation of | 


Musicians’ six weeks’ clause. Termer 
was signed last October for 
years. 

Clause in dispute gives band the 
right to break a pact with a booker 


if the booker doesn’t get it a job in| 


six weeks. A controversy arose 
when Bert Henderson, assistant to 
Joe Weber, AFM prexy, ruled that 
this clause didn’t mean the 


date, even if that date be a year in 
advance. 


Through intervention of A. A. To- | 


mei, prez of Philly local, ruling was 
appealed to Weber, who reversed it. 


Savitt thus maintains his privilege to | 


jump the pact, because CRA didn’t 
get him work in the six weeks, al- 
though it did get him a future date. 


Savitt was recently booked into 
Steel Pier, Atlantic City, by Bill | 
Smith, his own biz manager. How- 


ever, when he informed CRA, they 
told him they had already booked 
him for the opposition Million Dollar 
Pier. He was forced to give up the 
Steel Pier date, which paid better. 


Blue Steele’s 6th Wife 


Ft. Worth, Aug. 3. 
Blue Steele is showing off a new 
bride, his sixth, between dance sets 
at the Lake Worth Casino. 
She is daughter of Arthur Can- 
seco, wealthy Mexican merchant and 
landowner. Maestro and 








where Steele and his band rounded 
out nine months at the Club El 
Rittero. 

Steele was divorced from Betty 


Lund, the aviatrix, in 1933. She was 
No. 5. 





Hurry-Up Writing Job 
' For Cresby-Lillie Pix 


George Joy of Santly-Joy is on 
the Coast setting the new tunes for 
the Bing Crosby-Beatrice Lillie star- 


rer, for Emanuel Cohen (Major Pro-| 


ductions). Joy had to fly out to 
team up writers, probably Johnny 
Burke with Sammy Fain. Originally 
Arthur Johnston was to have part- 
hered with Burke, but Johnston is 
being held in London for a Gav-nont- 
British filmusical. 

_ Major Picts is advancing produc- 
tion on the Crosby-Lillie film, hence 
the urgency for getting the songs 
completed. 





W. C. Handy Gets Plaque 
St. Louis, Aug. 2. 

William C. Handy, New York, 
Negro composer of ‘St. Louis Blues,’ 
Will receive a plaque during 18th an- 
nual convention of National Assn. of 
Negro Musicians here. 

Convention expected to attract 500 
delegates. J. Roy Terry, organist 
and director of Central Baptist 
Church choir, is slated to be gen. 
chairman of conclave. 





Sam Ceslow has banged out a new 
ditty titled ‘The Thrill of a Lifetime. 


five | 


agent | 
must get the band work during the | 
six weeks, but that he must get it a | 


senorita | 
were wed recently in Mexico City 





| Most Played on Air 


Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WABC are computed 
for the weck from Sunday 
through Saturday (July 25- 
July 31). 

It Leeks Like Rain 
(Morris) 
*I Know Now 
(Remick) 
{Where or When 
(Chappell) 
Sailboat in Moonlight 
(Crawford) 
Merry-Go-Round Broke Down 
(Harms) 
Step, You’re Breaking My Heart 
(Famous) 
Stardust on the Moon 
(Marks) 


*“You and Me That Used te Be 





ih ’ 

*Whispers in the Dark 
(Famous) 

Satan Takes a Holiday 
(lLinceln) 

*All God’s Chillun Got Rhythm 
(Robbins) 

First Time I Saw You 
(Santiv-tov) 

Gone With the Wind 
(Berlin) 

*Tomorrew Is A-ether Day 
(Robbins) 

*Yours and Mine 
(Robbins) 

Miller’s Davghter Marianne 
(Shapiro) 

Afraid te Dream 
(Miller) 

Sweet Leilani 
(Select) 

*Penthouse on Third Ave. 
(Feist) 

Am I Breaming 
(Davis) 

Caravan 
(Ex usive) 

Se Rare 
(Robbins) 

| Can I Forget You 
(Chappell 

*Cause My Baby Says Its So 
(Remick) 

Me, Myself and I 
(Words and Music) 

* Indicates filmusical song. 

+ Production Number. 











‘LAPHAM MAJORS IN 
| JAPANESE MUSIC 


| Claude Lapham has joined the Sam 
Fox Publishing Co. and has 


} 
| 


posed the entire suite of Japanese 
|music for 20th Century-Fox pic- 
tures. Is staff arranger and com- 
poser, specializing on Japanese} 
| music, 

| Has also composed a number of | 


other selections from the Japanese, | 


in addition to his score for the picts. 





| 
| MERCHANTS FINED 


Bootieg Lyrics on Sheets Sold in 
Teronte Stores 
Toronto, Aug. 3. 
Seven music merchants were fined 
| $5 each by Magistrate Jones here last 
week for selling song sheets which 
infringed copyrights held by the 
Canadian Music Sales, Ltd. Eighth 
| defendant. who denied the charge, 
, was held for a further hearing. 
Those fined were Mrs. J. York, L. 
Shankman, J. Nugent, H. Poole, A. 
Clayton, A. Sky and William Dicks. 
Sam Goldhar was the eighth who 
pleaded not guilty. Copyright songs 
were found on song sheets called 
‘Song Hits’ and ‘Broadway's Latest.’ 


Pryor Adds Singers 
Cleveland, Aug. 3. 
Roger Pryor’s Band has 
|} augmented by two new femme vo- 
| ealists, Lanie Truesdale, from Hol- 


lywood, and Connie Birch, former St. 
Louis radioite. 


Prvor left here for Edgewater 
Beach hotel, Chicago. Will have a 
three-a-week CBS schedule from 


there. 


com- | 





Unique Combo Policy 


Chicago, Aug. 3. 
With big biz chalked up through- 
|; out the midwest by the Jackie Coo- 
gan dance band-fioor show unit, CRA 





is contemplating adding a couple | 
more like it to its list, and other 
band bookers are likely to emulate 


Unit is the first which combines a 
| floor show and a dance band, to play 
|one niters in ballrooms. Line-up, be- 
|sides Jackie Coogan and his 12-man 
| band, includes Lila Lee, former pic- 
| ture star; Princess Lulana, Hawaiian 
dancer from ‘Waikiki Wedding’ 





| 
| 
| 


MICHIGAN ANTI-ASCAP 
LAW VETOED BY GOV. 


Detroit, Aug. 3. 

Radio copyright act, sponsored by 
| Michigan stations and passed re- 
cently by state legislature over pro- 
| tests of Gene Buck, American So- 
|ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, was vetoed last week by 
Gov. Frank Murphy. Bill was de- 
| signed to break the ‘New York con- 
trol’ over musical numbers played 
in Michigan. 

Measure, which Attorney General 
Raymond D. Starr ruled was beyond 
power of state legislature to pass, 
would have compelled ASCAP and 
all other owners of eopyright music 
to file names of copyright songs with 
secretary of state, plus data on fees 
charged. 

License fee would also have to be 
| paid to obtain protection of federal 
copyright law. 


| 
| 
| 


‘Far East War Cancels 
Dick Wilbur’s Route 


Les Angeles, Aug. 3. 

| Booking of Dick Wilbur’s ‘Ha- 
| waiian Nights Revue’ in the Orient 
| has been temporarily offed by the 
|Sino-Jap war. Troupe had been 
| skeded to sail Aug. 2. 

| Wilbur has just arrived on the 
Coast with his company of 25 fol- 
lowing a 17-week tour and was set 
for 20 weeks in Japan and Man- 
churia, with other dates to follow in 
an extended tour of other countries 
in the Orient. 





Sammy Cohen, Chas. Kaley 
As Co-Directors of Band 


Sammy Cohen, vaude and screen 
comedian, will head a comedy dance- 





band unit for CRA assisted by 
Charlie Kaley, who will co-direct 
|the outfit. Kaley will also do the 


| vocals. 
Deal set by the CRA Hollywood 
| office. 


been | 


Glen Lee in Home Tewn 


Salt Lake City, Aug. 3. 
Glen Lee, home town boy, and hi: 
| band, opened Friday (30) at Starlite 
Gardens atop Hotel Utah. 
| Outfit replaces Carvel Craig’s crew, 
| currently barnstorming in inter- 
mountain sector. 


| 


Jackie Coogan, Lila Lee and Specialty Acts Have 
Been Drawing Big Coin in Small Towns with 


+ 





| (Par); Thaya Foster, singer, and Don 
Eddy and Lillian Tours, dance team. 
| Thought was that it might click by 
| giving dance hall youngsters a semi- 
nitery atmosphere by adding the 25- 
| minute floor show s 
|band-floor show unit, July 17, at 
| Breezy Heights ballroom, Abilene, 
|Kans., after playing Kearney, Neb., 
| without the show the night before. 
| Broke records at both spots, and has 
continued to do so ever since. Last 
|Thursday (29) broke record at 
|Danceland, Hammond, Ind., with 
| over 3,000 in attendance, and Sat- 
urday (31) at Terre Haute topped 
that by almost 1,000, with the 
jvance sale tickets all gone Friday 
nighi. 


Got started, as a 


Plays on a guarantee and percent- 
lage, with no set routine for box 
| office prices, which have ranged 
from 55c to 65c at Hammond Dance- 


land, to $3 a couple at Lake Geneva. 
|In the two weeks it’s been found 
that prices from 65c to $1 a 


add up to a bigger gross than do the 


25-MIN. FLOOR SHOW WITH DANCE BAND 
ONE-NIGHTS IN BALLROOMS TO WOW B 





are letting the boys and girls stand 
while they watch, and that’s the rea- 
son for keeping the show down to a 
25-minute limit. 

Meanwhile, despite jubilation at 
CRA, and rushing of other bookers 


| to get like units ready, a few are 
| Saying that one niter stuff is plenty 
| good this year and that name bands 
are crashing records anyway, so why 


ad- | 


head | 


higher priced cardboards. Lay that | 
ito Coogan and his set-up being a 
|}mob appeal outfit rather than 


for the swank set. 

CRA has also learned that size of 
town means little. 
at Spillville, Ia., a town of 350, on 
a Monday for a fill-in date. 


were asked for a return date. So, in 
the future, the bookers are going to 
pay a whole lot more attention to 
drawing of a territory than to size 
of towns. 

With the broken records and 
turn engagements asked, CRA figures 
the unit could stay out 18 or 20 
weeks instead of the 10 for which 
it was originally booked, 
which point it will have to be cur- 
tailed because of picture commit- 
ments. At present Fanchon & Marco, 
along with Consolidated, are looking 
for talent to form two more such 
units, one to play over same terri- 
tory, and one to go into new stuff. 

Coogan unit moves to 
territory for next two weeks, then 
to N. Y. for two more, back to Dallas 
for another two, and then heads for a 
wind-up on Coast. 

At present time CRA is already 
congratulating itself that it has com- 
bined dance hall and nite club enter- 
tainment to form a new branch of 
show business, just as niteries did 
when they began using combined 
cabaret and vaudeville entertain- 
ment. Few spots played are even 
putting tables around edge of dance 
fioor and serving beer, to get addi- 
tional nitery effect. 


Most, however, | 


re- | 


and at! 


Cleveland | 


one 


Spotted the unit | 


Got the | 
guarantee, went into percentage, and | 








to add acts to a like 


) 


bother 


Coogan's? 


name 


Frank Dailey on Road 

Frank Dailey orchestra leaves the 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
to take the road for a series of dance 
engagements for MCA. Band opens 
at Coney Island, Cincinnati, Aug. 5. 

Hal Grayson orchestra replaces 
Dailey until latter’s return. 





Tops in the Music Business 


MY CABIN: 
OF DREAMS 


The You and Me 
That Used To Be 


Gone With The Wind 


RETR A ON kL! 0 ROTO 
Coming, ANew RKO Musical 
‘Life of fhe Party’ 


With This Great Score 
By ALLIE WRUBEL 
and HERB MAGIDSON 


Let’s Have Another 
Cigarette 


Roses In December 
The Life Of The Party 
Yankee Doodle Band 
So You Won't Sing 
Chirp A Little Ditty 
Irving Berlin, tne. 


799 Seventh Ave., New York 


HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
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THE SEASON'S SONG SCOOP | 


SO RARE 


The Sherman-Clay Hit Just Acquired by 
Robbins—The Fastest Hit of the Season 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. © 799 7th Ave., New York 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Visitors to Saratoga will not hear canned music in Congress Park this 
season, the City Council learning that there were no funds to purchase 
a reproducing machine and equipment, after it had been reported a special 


committee favored such installation. Several hotel owners are said to 
have requested that such a machine be purchased—two types were 
demonstrated—but many residents of the city, especially those living in the 
“vicinity of the park, opposed the idea on the grounds it would create 
a noise nuisance. 

Charles Morris, secretary of the local Musicians’ Union, was one of the 
first to suggest that the voters be given an opportunity to pass on the 
matter at a referendum in the fall. Dr. Arthur J. Leonard, commissioner 
of public safety, later went on record as favoring referendum as to 
whether recording should be broadcast next year. City Attorney Francis 
E. Dorsey was directed to draft it. There will be no music of any kind 
at Congress Park this season. 








‘Caravan,’ written several months ago by Juan Tizol and adapted and 


MRS. EDDY DUCHIN DIES, 





Mrs. Marjorie Oelrichs Duchin, 
wife of Eddy Duchin, succumbed 
yesterday (Tuesday) morning in 
Harbor Sanitarium, N. Y., from com- 
plications which followed the birth 
of a nine-pound son last Wednesday 
(28). She was 29 years old. Her 
pianist-bandleader husband was with 
her, having flown from Chicago, 
where he has been appearing at the 
Palmer House. Series of blood 
transfusions failed to save her life. 
Baby, their first, is reported well 
and strong. 

Mrs. Duchin, the former Marjorie 
Oelrichs, was the only daughter of 
Charles DeLoosey Oelrichs and Mrs. 
Marjorie Oelrichs, of Newport, Palm 


FOLLOWING CHILDBIRTH 


.| Rollini, 





Dise Reviews 


By Abel Green 


——==2 





Since the quick click of Raymond 
Scott (yclept Harry Warnow, 
brother of Mark) and his Sextet, the 
diskers have been delving for novel- 
ties. Hence, Victor’s Bert Shefter 
Rhythm Octet built around an ex- 
ponent of futuristic pianology with 
V. Brenner at the other Steinway 
and supported by P. Ricci and Toots 


Mondello, saxes; D. Waide, trumpet; 
K. Binford, guitar; 





traps; ‘SOS’ 
tive’ are two original compositions 
by Shefter, and it’s one for the cats. 
Victor 25614. 





A. Beristein, | 
string bass, and H. Quigley-Adrian | 
and ‘Locomo- | 


Decca. ‘O-Ko-Le-Ma-Lu-Na’ (‘Hg. 
waiian Drinking Song’) is of his own 
fashioning, in foxtrot form, with a 
quartet for the vocals. It’s backed 
on Decca 1266 with ‘Koni Au I Ka 
Wai’ (‘Tasting the Waters’) by King 
Kalakaua, and is a traditional folk 
song which Alvin Kaleolani in. 
terprets vocally. Owens’ own ‘Ha. 
waii Calls’ (fox) and ‘Imi Au Ia Oe’ 
(waltz) on Decca 1265, in standard 
Waikiki style. 

Joseph Schmidt, Viennese tenor 
thas a brace of fetching numbers on 
Decca 23034. (75c. red seal series) in 
‘Vienna Bon Bons’ (Johann Strauss- 
Fr. Bossi) coupled with ‘Gypsy Love’ 
(Lehar - Willner - Bodanzky), both 





Beach and New York. She met| From England Ambrose on Decca |SU%%,in German. Likewise standard 
£ are Richard Tauber’s ‘Dein Ist Mein 


Duchin several years ago while he| 1351 brings ‘Swing Is in the Air’ and rams ame* <°Woswe 

was playing at the Central Park;‘Rhythm’s OK in Harlem,’ with ‘tener ee: ia Yours Is My Heart 
Casino, N. Y., since razed. Duchin|Evelym Dall vocalizing in the U. S. eer BP tne Tagg 
then was pianist in Leo Reisman’s| ™@nner.. Ambrose is making the | .i,° Always Smiling’) o— Lach- 
band, later taking over the job with] Pest records out of England, parring | -.me operetia. Com io + Weaee ne 
his cain Baer S “e consistency the quality which first bar maativeed Sor Sates’ cae 
rought Ray Noble to American at- | tenor interpretations on Decca 23036. 


arranged by Duke Ellington, is now credited to both, with Ellington get- 
ting first billing. Tizol is trombonist in Ellington’s band. Mills publishes 
the song. 

Number of other tunes of the same name have been written, notably 
one about 18 years ago, published by Forster. Ellington and Tizol have 
also collabed on another and somewhat similar song, ‘Azure,’ which the 
band has recorded for Decca. Claimed they’re not pushing the new one, 
















































































































































































however, as it’s figured too much like ‘Caravan.’ Mrs. Duchin had previously spent} tention. At this rate, Ambrose is a 
much of her time in various Euro-| cinch for an American tour. : eeeienenenael ‘ 
pean capitals. She and Duchin were ; : : 

Following the recent request of E. C. Mills, chairman of the adminis- | married at her mother’s apartment cis Henan lig ion reg a Bone, 
trative committee of ASCAP, to all its publisher-members to devote the|in the Hotel Pierre, N. Y., June 5,| Just as Jan Garber was snared away ‘ 
back cover of their publications to articles which shall inform the lay | 1935. from Decca by Brunswick, Miller is 
public of the ideals and purposes of the society, Galaxy Music Corp., New| Although Mrs. Duchin professed to | OW being coincidentally released on { 
York. was the first standard publisher to respond. On July 28 Galaxy | know nothing about show business, | both labels. For Decca 1342 he has ; 
issued Stewart Wille’s ‘Lord, I Want to Be,’ a Negro spiritual sung by | she nearly always accompanied the | gus em Top of the World with E ‘ 
Lawrence Tibbett, on the back cover of which appears E. C. Mills’ article, | bandleader on trips, spending much ew tne in thie Mille Vo oe r 
‘What Is A.S.C.A.P.?’ of her time in his dressing room| Brunswick 7915 he mevivea Tibi ro FOR f 
jeoteinamiiic — —y, backstage during theatre dates and|My Hands’ and Gershwin’s classic, ; 

. 'at a ringside table during his night|‘I Got Rhythm,’ and he swings ’em 
Gyps and Clips | club engagements. She was quiet,| for the gates, ‘ 
GORDON and REVEL friendly, and had a ready sense of Harry Roy’s Tiger-Ragamuffins on { 
5 Pa Ba ? D ' (Cont d fr =~ a3 humor. If backstage, Mrs. Duchin| Decca 1343 are another novelty out } 
ongs tor e Ttortncoming Varry (Continue rom page 1) spent nearly all her time knitting. of London. It’s a two-piano, string | 
Zanuck-20th Century Fox , age! it he pin ( 
, Rie t peiagn ; In night clubs, she usually sat with|>ass and drums combo and, rathe1 
Production: plenty to avoid loosening of bridge | ¢riends. aon — ag Garg on the wax, ; 
rT ’ works, on-the-cuff teeth extraction, ee ie ; oy medleys ‘Robert E. Lee,’ ‘Want ‘ 
You CAN T HAVE or what have you. tation rey Minion “dacoheies Ted to Be Happy’ and Aint Got Nobody’ | —IF— 
rvye . . . = S , = ‘ sj j ° j wR 4 + 
EVERYTHING’’ Clip joints have gone high class| musician. She had painted a num- | "Chioe’ pe “ioscan tikes ve ii Yee ore men of executive ability, 
: . : o J S e ore nly experience - 
+: 1" fet and saya einai paerer or | ber of colorful murals and her in-| verse. String of choruses makes for |} motion, alccriiian end janskclon ‘ 
e swell score follows: capper. ump-baiteries have in-| terior decorations of friends’ apart-| novelty hoofing and listening. |} of new and (chiefly) standard sheet r 
stalled ‘promotion departments’ like| ments had occasioned praise. There| Ultra swing on Brunswick 7917 by || muse, The ompmane is Wnced on | 
AFRAID TO DREAM any other legitimate business, only | was nothing in Mrs. Duchin’s man-| Teddy Wilson and his crew includes | not your scunahntean’ witht coun’ 
diff being theirs is not. ner, either in the theatre or among | Johnny Hodges, Lester Young, Buck | = und vocal artists or familiarity 

THE LOVELINESS OF You The parade of beautiful bums in-| her friends, to suggest she was con- pen bg ny, Cole, Allen Reuss and |j ™ Le Te oe 

cludes some ex-chorines and femmes | scious of her social position, pre! phe pe eA, acgelee t= pee SS . 
: from other pursuits, all in pursuit of Numbers are ‘Sun Showe ? (F e da. You are doing a successful job with 

you CAN T HAVE | heavy sugar prospects to steer to | - Brown) from the new “‘Rreatess | FO pay =p ee ne . 
’ YT : | their respective establishments for a S 2 S § Melody’ paired with ‘Yours and |] broader horizon for y talent 

EV g HING |thorough cleaning. They’re mostly eti e ong uits Mine,’ ditto. Earl (Father) Hines |] with due soenet to Mh eg edaaianaa 

| good lookers, too, and easily snare jams ‘Beau-Koo Jack’ and ‘Every- |] ° “lsnity and permanence. { 

PLEASE PARDON us— |; the chump. That’s their only busi- Alva S. Burke, composer, and at- wm rf Ses aan eee, oe ig a ‘ 

WE’RE In LOVE | ness, too; no sidelines. Reason is|}torneys for Warner Bros., affected gan cuts up fancy on Victor 95613 YES, write, stating your age, experi- ( 
| that the take via this racket is far|a settlement of Burke’s $250,000| with ‘Roses in December’ out of ‘Life dense. il be nixiciio’ reapocted ‘and } 
| more lucrative than pounding the} song plagiarism suit, a stipulation | of the Party,’ paired with ‘Let’s Have correspondence returned if desired. V 
DANGER— | pave and less hazardous. The joints! calling off the action was filed in Another Cigaret,’ from ditto RKO s 
LOVE AT WORK | protect the cappers. All they have | U. S. district court Friday (30). The wer Ruth Bradley vocalizes and own ng that wie Mest’ bien 
| to do is bring them in and the joint] details of settlement were not re- oni bene Gale wetiieee if in a lifetime. t 
_ “eS re’s ¢ ’ g assic se on 
Also, Gordon and Revel’s great | does the rest. If there’s any trouble vealed. Victor 25612 is Mezz Mezzrow’s ‘The BOX 705 I 
waltz | the femme scrams, but that’s very Plaintiff objected to music of ‘Pop | Swing Session’s Called to Order’ (by ar 
| seldom. Goes My Heart’ which was featured | Larry Clinton), which was recorded Variety { 
1 HUM A WALTZ | Joints are protected in that they| by Dick Powell in the WB picture Sg inca supervision of the United | NEW YORK ‘ 
‘ seh, Rentury’ present a ‘legitimate’ bill which,; “Happiness Ahead.’ Burke charged a oe a4 gag Tone = on Lommel : 
hie ie My Affair” even if played around with in tabu-| the composition was copied from} Sampson) sien idioma ich oa —aa = : 
y lation, the stew is so far gone that | his song, ‘F. D.’s the Man.’ with a team headed by clarinetist Peed 
‘ the coppers have no barometer as|_ Song theft suit brought by Harms, | Mezzrow; H. Caldwell, sax; S. Oliver, LETON ° 
KITCHI-MI-KOKO ISLE whether he quaffed the amount of| Inc. against Leo Feist and Metro| trumpet; J. C, Higginbotham, trom- E Ti P 
land’s Novelty Hit beverage for which charged or not, | involving ‘Did I Remember?’ hit of | one; B. Addison, guitar; G. Foster, . 
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M-G-M’S “BROADWAY MELODY OF 1938” 


With These “Hits to Come”: 


The swell score, by Gus Kahn. Kaper and Jurmann follows: 


TOMORROW IS ANOTHER DAY 
A MESSAGE FROM THE MAN INTHE MOON 
ALL GOD’S CHILLUN GOT RHYTHM 
BLUE VENETIAN WATERS 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION e 799 7th Ave., New York 


| buy-out. 





YOURS AND MINE | Paige En Route East 
Hollywood, Aug. 3. 


| 

\ | 
I'M FEELIN’ LIKE A MILLION 1 oe Paige, maestro on Holly- 
|| woo otel over CBS, is ‘oute t 
YOUR BROADWAY AND MY BROADWAY | New York pega with National 
| Broadcasti his Packard Hour 
GOT A PAIR OF NEW SHOES | duties i the fall, He'll be east three 


He'll be east three 
weeks. 
799 7th Ave., New York Dion Romandy, Paige’s assistant, 


will handle Hotel for two broadcasts. 
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Frisco Niteries Whooping It Up To 


Recoup $6,500,000 Strike Loss 





+ 





San Francisco, Aug. 3. | Taxi Strike Perils 


Fast shaking off the strike hang- 
overs, dine and dance spots in San 


Francisco hotels were the scenes ot| 


a series of gay celebrations over the 
week-end following the reopening of 
the hotels last week over an 89-day 


strike. 

The longest hotel strike in labor 
annals cost hotel owners approxi- 
mately $6,000,000 in revenue, the 
3.200 workers sacrificed another 
$500,000 in wages, and the city lost 
an inestimable amount in tourist 
trade and conventions. Drop in the- 
atre biz as compared with last year 
at this time has been laid at the 
door of the strike. Fear of the strike 
spreading elsewhere made many re- 
strict spending to necessities. 


Some of the hotels are having 
trouble locating musicians, several of 
the orchestras which were playing 
here when the hotels were shut down 
on May 1 having disbanded, with 


members obtaining work in other 
cities. 
The Sir Francis Drake, the first 


hotel to offer music following 
reopening, has brought in Don Fran- 
cisco’s band for its cocktail bar. 
The management of the hotel is 
planning to sign one of three name 
bands to open an indefinite engage- 
ment Aug. 15. KFRC will continue 
handling remotes from the Person 
Room of this hotel for release cver 
the Mutual-Don Lee Network. 

Joaquin Grill’s band opened at the 
Mark Hopkins’ Peacock Court yester- 
day. In order to avoid confusing 
the bandsman with an eating place, 
the hostelry is billing him as Joaquin 
Gill. Griff Williams is set to follow 
him into the Mark on Sept. 15. NBC 
will handle the remotes from this 
spot as in the past. 

When Paul Pendarvis returns to 
the Rose Room, Palace Hotel, tonight 
his orch will broadcast over CBS. 

The Fairmont, which just began 
to click musically with Joe Reich- 
man’s band when strikers closed its 
doors, is trying to arrange a return 
engagement for Reichman. The hotel 
may switch from CBS to NBC if 
successful on the deal for Reichman. 

No announcement is forthcoming 
from the St. Francis as to what it 
will do about a band in its Mural 
Room, which was without an orch 
when the strike hit town. 

Although most of the cocktail 
rooms did a rushing business as soon 
as the public knew that the welcome 
mats were out again, managers of 
the 19 hostelries closed by the strike 
believe that it will take some time 
before business reaches normal. 

The strikers returned to work on 
agreements that provide for arbitra- 
tion of wage and hour demands. 
The hotel owners conceded a point 
on the hiring system in which they 
will give preference to union em- 
ployees. 


RE-REVIEW OF BENNY 
FIELDS’ BANKRUPTCY 


At the request of Francis X. Sau- 
chelli, theatrical face-lifter, Federal 
Judge John C. Knox has set aside 
the bankruptcy of Benny Fie?ds and 
his wife, Blossom Seeley. Sanchelli 
Claims Benny owes him $300 for 
treatments and had failed to list the 
debt among his liabilities. The mas- 
Seur claims Benny is not entitled to 
i discharge because the actor had 
not lived six months in N. Y. state 
Prior to filimg his petition. On 
consent of Maurice Maxwell, Fields’ 
attorney, the matter was referred 
back to Referee Oscar W. Ehrhorn 
for review. 

The Fields declared themselves 
broke in 1935. The actor listed 
liabilities at $13,648.11 and no assets, 

iss Seeley for the’ same amount. 
Among the creditors named were 
Ruth Etting, for a loan of $500: 
Jack Benny, loan on notes, $1,500; 
George Burns, loan, $500; Abe Ly- 
man, $100; Goodman Ace, $600. 
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Philly Nitery Biz 
Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 

Nitery ops are looking forward 
with dismay to taxi drivers’ strike, 
which they voted to start Thursday 
(5). Lack of cabs always means 
serious biz drops in the late spots. 
Drivers want 45% of take instead of 
40, and guarantee of $18 instead of 
$12. 

Doc and Ike Levy, owners of 
WCAU and a large chunk of Colum- 
bia Broadcasting, are also behind 
the cab company here. 





RKO REOPENING 
2 VAUDE SPOTS 


First circuit to set any plans for 
the coming is RKO. 
Two of its spots, which dropped stage 
shows in the spring for the duration 
of the hot months, will reopen in 
September. 

Initialer will be Keith’s, Boston, 
Sept. 2, with a show topped by Ethel 
Merman, Three Stooges and Buster 
Shaver (Brasnos). A colored unit 
will probably follow this layout, 
with Milton Berle set to top the 
show there the week of Sept. 23. 

Shubert, Cincinnati, which closed 
entirely last spring with the dropping 
of vaude, is also expected to resume 
stage shows early in Sept. House 
reopened Friday (30) with a straight- 
picture policy for four weeks before 
taking on the live talent. 


SKELTON’S 10 WK. RKO 
ROUTE AT $1,000 PER 


Red Skelton, vaude comic, has 
been booked almost solid through 
all next season, and will double 
present stipend. Since coming down 
from Canada last January, Skelton 
has been working steadily in east 
and midwest niteries. 

After opening at the Fox, Wash- 
ington, he has since played eight re- 
peats. Current at the Hipp, Balti- 
more, Skelton goes into the State, 
New York, on Aug. 12, and on same 
night makes his big league radio 
debut on the Vallee (Royal Gelatine) 
program on NEC. 

Following. S!-lton is set for eight 
weeks at the Chez Paree, Chicago 
nitery, at $750 a week, a tilt from 
the $500 he is now getting. Bill 
Howard, RKO booker, has bought 
him for 10 weeks, following his Chez 
Paree engagement, at $1,000 weekly 
for RKO dates. 


vaude season 








Ed Eullivan’s Repeat 
At State, N. Y., Aug. 26 


Ed Sullivan, N. Y. News columnist, 
comes back into Loew’s State on 
Broadway Aug. 26. Sullivan’s stage 
salary ‘s $2,250 net weekly. 

At the State he’ll be tied in with 


» 








ING OF 
VAUDE T00 TOUCH 


Circuits Evidence Leaning 
Toward Package Shows 
and Bands in Coming Sea- 
son—Selling Point in ‘Pro- 
duction Angle’ Mitigates 
Lack of B.O. Personalities 


PLAYING TIME 


lT-B 











From all present indications, units 
will again be the thing this coming 


stage season. But, even more so 
than last year, budgets will be more 
important than entertainment. 


All circuits, with the exception of 
Loew’s have made it evident to 
agents and producers that they will 


lean more towards package shows 
than spot-booked vaudeville this 
fall. Loew’s with only two weeks— 


the State on Broadway and Capitol, 
Washington—will stick to its present 
policy of playing straight vaude lay- 
outs, with units booked only in rare 
instances. 

Unit budgets this fall will range 
from $2,500 to $4,000, with the latter 
tops except where a name band or 
personality is involved in the pro- 
duction. The higher priced the unit 
is, the more limited will be its piay- 
ing time, while low priced shows, 
especially those whose personnel and 
budgets can be trimmed when neces- 
sary, will probably find from 20 to 30 
weeks of circuit and indie time 
available. 

This does not include the $160-a- 
day unit time through the south and 
midwest, totalling more than 40 
weeks last year and expected to re- 
peat at least this amount in the com- 
ing season. Reports, in fact, from 
the small-time unit locales indicate 
that there will be even more playing 
time in the 1937-’38 season for the 
cheapies than there was available 
in ’36-’37. 

Leaning towards units by the cir- 
cuits is only natural with the grow- 
ing scarcity of playable acts. Spot- 
booking of b.o. shows is growing 
more and more difficult yearly as 
name acts continue to grow scarce. 
With units, theatres at least have 
the ‘production angle’ to sell. 

Along with units, theatres this 
coming season will continue the 
large-scale band bookings started 
last year. Orchestras of radio and 
cafe reps have proven to be one way 
for the houses to overcome the lack 
of b.o. stage pcrsonalities. 

Circuit Time 

Circuit playing time this coming 
fall, however, is not expected to in- 
crease over last year. RKO, cur- 
rently onerating with only two stage 
weeks, Chicago and Cleveland, will 
probably have around eight shortly 
after Labor Day. Definitely set to 
reopen are Keith's, Boston, Sept. 2, 
and the Shubert, Cincinnati, shortly 
afterwards. Dayton and Columbus, 
full-weekers, Rochester, Syracuse, 
Troy and Schenectady, split-weeks, 
will also come in before Oct. 1. 

Loew’s will stick- with its two 
weeks and share with Warners In 
the booking of a third, the Stanley, 
Pittsburgh. Warners is expected to 
reopen a flock of one and two-day 
stands in the Philadelphia area, but 
will continue with only two imnort- 
ant stage show houses, The Earle, 


Philly, and Earle, Washington. 
Paramount, like last year, will 
again rank as the most important | 


stage show circuit. To its current 


the six team winners of the News’ | five weeks, Oriental and Chicago, 
annual Harvest Moon dance contest. | Chicago; Metropolitan, Boston, Michi- 


ee ; “© san, Detroit, and Paramount, N. Y., 
prize for winning their respective | tho eiroult will. add Shea's Hipo. 


Each team gets $500 for the date as 


divisions in the contest. 


Kilby’s Talent Quest 


Harry Kilby, nitery booker, goes 
to London at the end of this month 
to Boone talent for the Hotel Adel- 
phia (Philly) fall show in the Cafe 
Marguery. Unique angle is that the 
hotel is paying agent's expenses. 

Deal was arranged by Jack Lynch, 
Cafe Marguery manager. Kilby will 
be gone three weeks. 








Toronto, and Loew's Montreal, which 
dropped stage shows for the summer 
last spring. Besides this total of 
seven weeks, bookers Harry Kal- 
chein and Charles Freeman will have 
occasional stave show towns of 
Snringfield, Mass.. New Haven, 
Conn., Omaha, Minneapolis, and the 
four Interstate spots in Texss. Dallas. 
San Antonio, Houston and Ft. Worth. 
Latter play strictly units, most of 
them on percentage arrangements. 
usually on a one-a-month basis. 


N 1937- 
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|Fields, McCoy Follow 





B&K’s Agency-Buying Subsid, TBO, 


Folds Sent. 1; Had 





Spitalny at N. Y. Par| 
N. Y. Paramount has its pit-band | 
policy set now till end of September. | 
Following Phil Spitalny’s all-girl 
orch, which opened at the Broadway 
deluxer today (Wednesday) for two | 
to three weeks, Shep Fields’ crew | 
comes in with ‘Angel’ (Par). Then 
Clyde McCoy, and, following, Tommy | 
Dorsey. Latter aggregation’ will | 
probably augment the next Bing 
Crosby pic, ‘Double or Nothing.’ 


RIVER NITERIES | 
DOING OK BIZ 





Floating niteries are away ahead | 
on take this season over last, with 
recent heat wave helping plenty to 
hypo biz for the trio of floaters, Kay 
Parsons’ Showboat, S. S. America 
and the Mandalay. 

Parsons showboat has edge in both 
entertainment and patronage of the 
trio nightly traversing the Hudson. 
This one, like others, offers a 35- 
minute floor show and practically 
continuous dancing from the time the 
boat leaves the Battery until return, 
except with time out for the show. 
All are doing but a single show, ex- 
cepting when there’s a large party 
group on or when the sailing crowd 
is too heavy to accommodate at one 
time in the dance salon, where the 
shows are given. 

Early season rowdiness, with rough 
element making their own circle 
around roped section to the exclu- 
sion of more timid spectators, has 


| fice, 





now been obviated to give all a peek 
at the show. } 

Sail, show and music combos are | 
at $1 tap. | 


| 
| 


PTSBG. STANLEY SETS | 
FLOCK OF STAGE BANDS 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 3. 

Continuing its policy of sticking 
exclusively to bands, Stanley, WB 
deluxer, has booked in Mal Hallett’s 
outfit for week of Aug. 13 to follow 
Jimmy Dorsey. After that, house 
has in succession Clyde McCoy, Glen 
Gray, Heidt and Eddy Duchin. 

Pencilled in with Dorsey outfit are 
Condos Bros., hoofers. Management 
also tried to book Mary Dees, late 
Jean Harlow’s stand-in, for a per- 
sonal with this layout but deal fell 
through. 











Gene Austin Coming 
East for Vaude Tour 


Gene Austin is coming east next 
month for his first vaude engage- 
ments in this territory in three years. 

First date is week of Aug. 13 at the 
Michigan, Detroit, followed by a 
stand at the Steel Pier, Atlantic 
City, a week at the Hipp, Baltimore, 
starting Aug. 27, and the following 
stanza at Loew’s Fox, Washington. 





Jane Pickens’ Solo Dates 


Jane Pickens (Pickens Sisters), 
whose first date solo was in last 


Much Panned 


Been 


Chicago, Aug. 3. 
After a one-year try, during which 
plenty of criticism was leveled at its 
tactics and dominating position in 
field, the Booking Of- 
Balaban & Katz show-buying 
and agency subsidiary, dissolves of- 
ficially as of Sept. 1. 

Louis Lipstone, head of the TBO 
and booking manager, 


the Theatre 


will remain 
with B&K as booking manager for 
Associates Al 
Bergen, 


the Chicago theatres. 
Borde Dick 
will go into the indie unit producing 
field. 

Formation last fall of the TBO by 
B&K came as a surprise to the Chi- 
trade, 


and however, 


show business in 
not the first such 
attempt by a theatre operating out- 


cago and 


general. It was 


fit to also enter into a partnership 
arrangement, but thus far no such 
maneuver had been successful. Para- 
mount, in fact, which is a partner 
in the B&K outfit, had a booking 
partnership deal with the William 
Morris office that never quite panned 
out. 

At one point in the short lifetime 
of the TBO a number of the Chicago 
agents voiced strong complaints 
against what they called TBO’s ‘un- 
fairness’ in tying up talent. These 
agents pointed to the fact that the 
TBO, through its B&K tieup, could 
influence acts to switch to the TBO 
as agents away from the independent 
act-sellers. TBO was accused of 
offering dates at the Chicago and 
Oriental, its two ace Chi stage show 
spots, to the acts in return for get- 
ting the privilege of representing the 
talent for niteries, etc. 

Lipstone entered blanket denials 
against the accusations and the latter 
soon died out, 

As strictly booking manager of the 
17 B&K houses and with the TBO 
dissolved, Lipstone returns to his 
former premise as buyer of the Chi- 
cago. and Oriental shows. In this 
end he cooperates with Harry Kal- 
cheim, Paramount booker in New 
York. 


FISCHER EN ROUTE 
WITH ‘FOLIES BERGERE’ 


Production on reopening chow 
(‘Folies Bergere’) of the French 
Casino will not begin till Monday 
(9), when Clifford C. Fischer arrives 
from abroad. 

Opening is scheduled for Au,. 20, 
but thus far no imyortant talent has 
been contracted on this side. Fischer 
is bringing a number of acts over 
with him. 

Casino’s reopening will precede by 
nearly two weeks the opening of 
the International Casino, which is 
skedded to debut first week in Sep- 
tember. Among others, the opening 
show will include Bobby May, Gaud- 
smith Bros. and Caligary Bros, 


Felton Holding Over 
At Urban Roof, Pitts. 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 3. 
William Penn hotel has lifted 
| Happy Felton’s option for remainder 
of summer at Urban Roof. He'll be 
the first in spot’s history to stick out 














year’s Shuberts’ ‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ is 
now going into vaude on her own. 
She opens at the Metropolitan, Bos- 
ton, Aug. 12. 

Starting Aug. 25, she'll augment 
the Shep Fields orch at the N. Y. 
Paramount. 


HARRY ANGER’S UNIT 


Harry Anger’s first unit under his 
partnership deal with Irving Mills 
goes into work in N. Y. late this 
*. eek. 

Cast hasn’t been completed, but it 
gets a showing date at the ar- 
amount. Springfield, Mass., week f 
Aug. 26. 


}entire season. In past, Urban Roof 
|has usually had from three to five 
| different bands during the four- 
month period. 

In order to stay on, Felton had to 
get a release from a previous con- 
tract with the Biltmore, Providence, 
mm & 





Eddie Conrad’s New Act 
Chicago, Aug. 3. 

Eddie Conrad, late of Chi ‘You 
Can’t Take It With You’ cast, now 
doing vaudeville turn, with girl 
partner. 

Girl is wife of Larry Slate of Slate 
Bros. , 
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Burlesque Reviews 


ELTINGE, N Y. 


After judicious salary slicing, re- 
ported as having shaved talent ex- 
pense one-third, and an ideal sum- 
mer rental arrangement calling for 
reduced landlord take for summer 
months, this former burley is doing 
okay and will undoubtedly continue. 
Management reports biz generally 
building, with near capacity at the 
show caught Saturday night. 

Revised lineup now has nine 
ponies and six show girls, handling 





a 
ks 





dance numbers and parades; three 
comics, ‘Shorty’ McAllister, Harry | 
(Stinky) Fields and Harry Evanson, 


alternating in comedy bits and black- 


outs; Chick Hunter, straight; 
Shaw, soub; Johnson Trio, colored . 
two men and girl; Miller Sisters, 


song and dance duo, and a brace of} 
acrowigglers, Ruleano and Jai-Leta. 
Latter duo alternate in semi-reveals | 
and torso manipulation, 
either going in for legit strips. 


Billy | 


without 
Re- | 


| 


duction of the ensemble does not 
hurt, since the stage is small. 
Show, which runs nearly two} 


hours, has plenty of varied enter- 
tainment and fast dancing, but gets 
tedious through a monotony of the 


same trio of comics and type of ma- | 


terial, which is even worse. 
Show is plenty bawdy, with 
Allister and Fields the chief offend- 
ers via their threadbare, 
cemedy going two ways for meaning 
and delivery. 
revival of the same stuff 


(Continued on page 51) 


that 


Mc- | when 








LOUIS GOMEZ 
(GOMEZ AND WINONA) 
Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 














AGENTS 


Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting Cards 
In Bexed Assortments 
Very Liberal Commissions 
Write for partieuiars 
DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 West 72nd St. New York, N. ¥. 


Birthday. 





It Had to Come 


Minneapolis, Aug. 3. 

When Harry Hirsch reopens his 
stock burlesque season at the Gayety 
Sept. 3 he'll try the experiment of 
burlesque without comics. Just pro- 
duction and girls. 

Hirsch says that clever and tal- 
ented burlesque comedians are few 
and far between. Moreover, the 
business blackouts and gags that 
have been used by his supposedly 
funny men during the past few sea- 
sons have been, for the most part 
erates and stale. 





| Freda Pepe Takes 
Over Plaza, Pitts. | 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 3 
Freda Pope, Pittsburgh’s only 
femme night spot operator, will take 
over Plaza Cafe this fall, planning 
for reopening next month. Miss 


| Pope, who formerly had a successful 


stereotyped | 
over 
With them on it’s a} 


place 
Show 


bearing her own name, ran 
she stepped 
with State 
booze license. 
Plaza had been operated by John 
Maganotti and Etzi Covato, 
leader. 


following 
Board 


out 


trouble Liquor 


Burley Goes Uptown 


Indianapelis, Aug. 3. 


Kane Bros., who recently closed 


| the Empress, burley-film house, have 


| signed a 


lease on Keith’s theatre 


| to continue business on the same 





| 


i 
| 








policy. 

This will be the first time in al- 
most 40 years that burlesque has 
been presented in the exclusive up- 
town area, being heretofore con- 
| fined to the fringe of the theatrical 
district. 





Harry Lewis and his orch opened 


at. Wilshire Bowl, Hollywood, last 
Sunday (1), replacing Larry Kent's 
combo. 





Hat: THEATRE at the STARS | 





BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46" ST. NEW YORK 


Biyant 9-7800 





~B\ J. 


GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 





LUBIN 


Boat here up until a year ago| 


band | 





{ 


| 


ei 


PITT. BURLEY HOUSE 
REOPENING STRIPPERS 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 3. 

Stepping of burlesque in New 
York apparently will have no effect 
on Pittsburgh next season, for 
George Jaffe has just announced 
he’s reopening Casino for the year 
on Labor Day. House has been 
closed since middie of May. 

Jaffe figures he can grab off bur- 
leycue topnotchers now. Previously 
many of the more prominent strip- 
pers refused to leave New 
Casino was still open when 
way shut-down occurred 
tion started here as well, 
police censors into local 





Broad- 
and agita- 
which sent 
houses for 


York. | 











© 15 YEARS ACO @ 


(From Vartery end Clipper) 











States right market was picking up 
a little. Had been pretty tough for 
some time. 





Famous Players announced films 
skedded for September release would 
be slipped during July and August. 
More celluloid needed. 





Raymond Hitchcock standing ’em 
up at the N. Y. Palace, but act was 





pretty weak. One of his star gags 
was the Philly letter carrier shoot- 
ing. Credited to Bugs Baer. Nota 
strong scorer, 


} a 


N. Y. State was split week, but it 
booked Bob Nelson for the full 


a check-up. They gave it a clean! 
| bill of health, however, so Jaffe ex- 
| pects no opposition for 1937-38 


| 





| 





| Waugh Wa Has Wee: 
Son Blows, Cops Pinch, 


Judge Sets $590 Bail! 





Wugh Wa, Chinese vaude perform- 
er and owner of the Shanghai Wugh 
| Wa troupe, was given a hearing in 
West Side court, New York, Menday 
(2) on charge of employing a minor 
without a permit. Wa waived exam- | 
ination and was held for Special Ses- 
sions in $500 bail, which was posted | 
by Billi Shilling, his agent. 

Ceurt: fracas was result of per- 
fermer’s arrest at Republic, N. Y., 
July 22 upon complaint of the Chil- 
dren's Society, alleging unlawful em- 
ployment of his 10-year-old son in| 
the act. The kid got away, which 
burned the arresting officers, who 


arrested Wa instead of serving sum- | 


mons on him as is customary. 





Jack ScheH and M. K. Jerome 
have turned in ‘Out of the Corner 
of My Eye,’ which Dick Foran will 
chirp in Warners ‘Two Platoons.’ 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Henry Berlinghoff limping around 
with sprained ankle. Tried tennis 
his first day here and slipped. 

Jack Hirsch, Boston first-nighter, 
ogling town and 0~boosting Allan 
Cross and Mickey Alpert, who have 
done so much for this Actors’ colony. 

‘Bill’ Cody, who has been con- 
nected with several broadcasting sta- 
tions, now the par-ex technician and 
talker between recordings at the 
iocali WNBZ. 

Lake Placid Players, under the di- 
rection of Elizabeth Stearns, doing 
good biz. Company includes Robert 
Bardwell, LaVerne Walker, Miriam 
Lewis, Morton Woodcock, Everett 
Gammon, Christian Clausen, Richard 
O'Connell, Paul Forrest, Bradford 
White ‘and McKinley Osborne. This 
week, ‘Whistling in the Dark’: next 
week, Noel Coward’s ‘Home Chat.’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Christy Matthewson, 
Jr., have returned from Lewisburg, 
Pa. 

It’s not snowing up here, but it’s 
cold. 

Coming and Going: Lee Frazer, to 
Montreal; Murray . Salet, to New 
York City; Mrs. Dan Lee, to New 
York City; Monty Fisher, to Albany; 
Mrs. Barrie (Wendy’s mother), to 
Lake Placid; Joseph Grace, back to 
Philadelphia. 

Herbert Elder, who is doing nicely 
at the Will Rogers’, expects that 
much desired o.k. so that he can re- 
sume work at the studios. 

Write te those whom you know in 
Saranac, or elsewhere, that are ill. 


seven days—and he made good. Could 
| change. 
Carus 


Karyl Norman and Emma 


Casino, Brooklyn, 
May Drop Burley 
For Stock Legit 








| splitting the honors at the Majestic, | 


|Chi. Pretty good fer a summer bill 
|as bills were going. 


| Crane Wilbur out of pix for per- 
}sonal appearance at the ’Frisco 
!Orpheum. Big name then. 

| : 

Philly airdome was using a solid 
| Sheet of ground glass for its picture 
|screen. Picture thrown from the 
| rear. Made a good projection, but 


it hardly practical for theatre 
Nat Lewis took two full columns 
to advertise opera hose. Girls wore 
| stockings then. 
Figured that 40 new shows would 
|be on B’way by the end 
tember. 





Shuberts, 
in a three-cornered 
Minneapolis. 


vaude jam in 





Orpheum circuit announced its big 
time houses would play three-a-day 
over the week-ends. 


feur. Beginning of the end. 





Juniors to do | 


| operators of the Star, 
| over 


With the way the censorial wind igs 
blowing, the Casino, Brooklyn, 


may 
not reinstall its burley policy whey 
reopening next month, 

Ops are talking two other policies 
for the house, either musical stock 


or travelling legits—if there are any. 
Stock show idea would give book 
musicals, such Shuberts and 
Gallo are doing on the outdoor ros. 
at Randail’s Island 


as the 


trum and Jones 


Beach. If this should not develop, it 
is likely the house will become a 
spoke in Jules Leventhal’s chain. 


with Leventhal sending in shows, but 
not participating in house operation. 

Casino, formerly the De Kalb, had 
been shuttered for years when taken 
over last November by Sam Brisk- 
man, who spent $50,000 rehabilitating 
it for burlesque, which prospered 
until Sam and Harold Raymond 
Brooklyn, took 
(formerly Tetler’s 
and cramped the Casino 
somewhat. Casino had been 


the Century 
Shubert) 
take 


| playing burlesque and colored shows 


of Sep- | 


Orpheum and Pantages | 


| 


| 
} 








when sloughed with other burleys in 
the cleanup process. 
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Sale 
Aug. 19 


2 P.M. 


in the theatre 
on the pier 





Manufacturers e National Advertisar rs 
Sales Builders « Showmen:: 
Se. PIM sempnt Organizers 


this Auction Sale 
“Garden P 
| Atla itic C ity, 


~a a per manent “World's Fair” 4 
to establish or increase your 


4 


Pier 175° wide, 700’ tong with grant for 300’ additional — Theatre seats 





ier” at 
a N. i 


‘adaess: 


Write or phone at once 
for particulars to 


a, 


PWitesetelil-¥-t¢ 














67 Liberty St., N.Y.C., Tel. BArciay 7-7000 





—————— 








3 Exposition Hall ebtan 97’ wide, anda also promenades, gardens and stores 





53 Weeks 





LONDON’S FAVORITE DANCERS 


London Hippodrome 


23 Weeks Charles B. Cochran's Revue 
10 Weeks Berkeley Hotel 


Bob Robinson: Virginia Martin 


6 Weeks Savoy Hotel 
4 Weeks May Fair Hotel 


3 Weeks Grosvenor House 


10 Weeks on the Riviera 


ALSO 


Herbert Wilcox Musical Film "Back Stage"—British Lion Musical Film "Fine Feathers” 


Many thanks to all who have helped us. Sailing September 16th on President Roosevelt 











or 





























Wednesday, August 4, 1937 
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a ee —-— 
— Rex Gavitte Nadine Gae ° 
“*ieactow’ cin |Sox'Wou Cals urlesque heviews 
= > Rainbow Gritt Ben Yost Colttegians 
a ri e ¥ ] = Bmery Deutsch Ore| Sands Point Bath 
urelle Alexander 
° Helen Myers Club 
Evalyn Tyner Paul Rebucci Ore i : j 
.) it f those who demand their 
F } hg by reg * Stork Club ELTINGE, N. Y. aoe aah ot r 
yer a Mae 4 hee . 
NEXT WEEK (Aug. 9) Rainbow Sonny Kendle Ore (Continued from page 50) Sapoliing seems to have gone dis- 
Koom | Gus Martel O ‘ 
= Rel ee ; tinctly awry here. Somebody must 
THIS WEEK (Au 2) Al Donahue Orc Surfside sloughed the Mutual wheel and that |}, 4% and they haven't 
g- ° Eddie LeBaron Orc the City Fathers used in their argu- |28Ve copped it, an ey haven 
: ‘ i . Oliver Wakefield (Atlantie Beach) e City Fa S us > | missed it. 
Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of Lotte Goslar Cee Oe porte to limbo the burlesque classi- —_—__—__ 
show, whether full or split week fexas Tommy cation. 
Helen Myers Don Ragonese . : 
Dr avtete Wan Tac Ge G Evanson is less offensive, but never APOLLO, N. . 
Riley's (Central Park) |gets_a chance to be funny, either. 
| | Srey (Central Park) ; t k sonabl (42ND STREET, N. Y.) 
3 KINGSTON Shakespeare (Saratoga) Reatie Barests Ore Chick Hunter makes a_ personable ; <r 
vy Empire Naughton & Gold Ramon & Renita : straight, romping from one scene to This former burley stand is in its 
RKO ‘Rieke Doris Ashton Wini Shaw Vathalla the other with the comics. And that | third week after the sapolio process 
a Seen Marty a faa) are Riviera Maurice Shaw Ore |is some romping! Billie Shaw is/and is figured to stick, despite nut 
Murray & Mooney |cChas Ancaster Mickey Alpert Ore | arita Lee okay in the soub assignment, work- | being around $6,000 weekly and con- 
Mexano's Bd Rey Davey Val Ernie Ore ee ie ing in the skits and planting a couple | siderably above that of the Eltinge, 
. CHICAGO F’rsythe Seams & ¥ eth Hengler Bros ong Al Cdeetiines of sock specialties, especially the |across the street and its only op- 
k a So eee” hee gia «hia Toots ‘Meaney H Rosenthal Ore |arunk dance. posish. This one took it on the chin 
1 we’ > > 7 > ? 7% , ere . rc . . ° ri ~J ; y ri 
y DwCLEVELAND Frank Gaby Rego 2 Geraldo Ore Nick Long Jr Joe Rodriguez Ore Miller Sisters are a_ fetching| With others on opening week, with 
: Palace (6) Nelson’s Elephants |4 Brilliant Blondes|H @ M Ristori Kay Picture Milton Douglas pair who also get over neatly with considerable biz improvement last 
k Duke Ellington Ore KANSAS CITY LIVERPOOL Charlie Higgins : Paul Duke Simpson's Co songs and dances. Johnson Trio | week and gradually mounting this 
: 4 4 é isto . y 
d Yan Cello & Mary Mainstreet (4) Paramount O’Henry Petros & M LOS ANGELES have blended their former vaude act | week. 
: 6 Debonnaires Fred Waring Orc Rawicz & Landauer! Barrie Sis | Bi into the show, giving it in three sec-; Ann Corio, ace stripteaser before 
>= ’ . . . 
Ball | Wanda tions and registering, as usual, on | the censorial era, holds over a third 
.§ 7 | Bruz Fletcher | Diana Toy hoofing. j; week. So do most of the others, 
it Loew Cabaret Bills | Charles Lawrence Lido Comedy bits have nearly every- | With exception of Bobby Barry, who 
* i| Beverly Wiinhire | Les Parker's Ore thing they’d been doing for years in |TePlaced gap of Joe Morris. Miss 
a Ht ie , Bill Roberts 5 wey 5. youre 7 + 
Geo Hamilton Ure | pop Searles burlesque save ‘Ghost in the Pawn | Corio has done plenty, as she usually 
a, < YORK CITY COLUMBUS Bilitmere Bows Dolores Shop’ and ‘Irish Justice,” which just — to oa — — iy woo hon d 
it NEW Broad (6) NEW YORK CITY | limmy Grier Ore Little Club couldn’t be crowded in. And maybe | Stick indefinitely if other bookings 
n. State @) Major Bowes U Rarne Gall t’ @ i f.ola & Lewis Jane Jones they'll be in next week. McAllister do not interfere. ; 
d eee! Er Nhe gt Betty ~ r a Kay Marshall Hank ‘the Mule Paul Kendall and Fields are rowdy throughout, Current week's show, still cap- 
1 Bernie ‘apito etty Bowker cena: ao ae Helen Warner . j ; ‘Crvc ’ j ‘ ies’ j ris : * 
nm aa 7yOreay Don Francisco Co 3 Musical Rogues Hotel Lexington ferry Green Rose Valyda esvecially in the ‘Crystal Gazer and tioned Follies, is a lavish produc 
> Jay C Flippen Slim Timblin Pease eee Delores & Andre é Tailor Shop’ bits. Evanson and |tion, colorfully costumed but not too 
Helene Denizon Co 'Gus Arnheim Ore Bertolotti’s tpt wll Dick Webster Cmar'e Some Hunter struggle valiantly with ‘Life |cover-uppy on chorines and femme 
g _ ‘Jimmy Whalen Ore] yeymo Holt , 5 Saree — ore hg Redman Ore | Saver’ and ‘Telegraph Office,’ both |dancers. In motif, it looks like a 
d . Bobi Fc Medal Maditios 1 ae Camteny Deval & Oren venerable and refusing to be resusci- | gradual slide back to burlesque, not 
a APPEARING Nysa Alna : (Root Garden) pee Mantan Maxine Gregory tated. of the dirt show and peeling calibre, 
k renege | Joyce Faye aa. Jo & Ann Berkeley ; t di but more like the refined caniantas 
: AT | Serta Boos J Messner Ore Coreta a Jai-Leta contribs a couple of dis. f th italia Columb heel 
95 sky MARDEN'S | a Lewis Jeanne D'Arcy Marie Bryant Pacific Sunset Club guised kootchers, held in, but giving oO he erstwhile olumbia wheel, 
10 ve , | ss RiN’e Gay 90° Olivette Miller Al Heath Ore satisfactory & f torso grind. | Phe idea seems an all-around clicker 
j 8 Gay e Hotel Murray Hill Marcus Slayter t a SaltisStactory amount o orso grin . 
~ Spike Harri ura Marcus Sla} Bud & Helene ing. Ditto for Rule: These. in |f0r house and audience response. 
| Spike Harrison (Fountain Koom) Peter Ray Harriet Hillard ing. , itto tor uleana. ; ese, in x 
vs | Gus Wicke Joe Cappi Ore Nat Coles June Morgan addition to the above-waist strip There’s plenty of past era bur- 
in GEO. PRENTICE oe whine Nancy Garner Cecles Orc Buddy La Rue tableaus, are all there is of the girly |lesque formula in the blackout 
« ’ 2 . . — . : - 
‘ Seary Lablare Setet New Yorker Cafe De Paree Palomar angle reminiscent of former bur- | Stanzas, sans former dirt and more 
Via LEDDY & SMITH Caliente (Summer Terrace) a Ore a se lesaue, but the wunsapolioed skits effective. Ditto for the stripping, 
— Beth Raborn Evelyn Chandler Helen Certie Brune Weiss 3 probably are sufficient to satiate ap- and there's plenty of it, but handled 
Helen Shaw Baptie & Lamb Lemare Jack Viaskin in an artistic manner that is neither 









































Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (4) 


Phit Spitalny Oro 
Dale Winthrop 


BOSTON 
Metropolitan (6) 
Rio Bros 
Nell Kelly 
Dawn & Darrow 
Sandor & Glanca 
Shanghai Tr 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (6) 
Herman Bing 
Paul Robinson 
Tip Tap Toe 
Serge Flash 


DETROIT 
Michigan (6) 
Martha Raye 
El Cota Co 
Harris Sh’nnen & C 
Olvera Bros 
Jack Williams 
DALLAS 
Casino (6) 
Phil Harris Ore 
Georges & Jalna 
Art Jarrett 
4 Craddocks 
Arren & Broderick 
Vie Hyde 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (6) 





Eddie Duchin Ore 








Warner 





PHILADELPHIA (|Art Frank 
Earle (6) (30) 


r 
France & LaPell 
Marjorie Gainsw'rth 
Saul Grauman Co 
3 Stooges 
Lela Moore 
(38) 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Pansy the Horse 
Joe & Betty Lee 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (6) 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Freda Sullivan 
Condos Bros 


Will Osborne Bd 
3 Stooges 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (6) 
Titan 3 
Dena Cummings 
Mal Hallat Ore 
Frances & Carroll 
(30) 
Liazeeds 
Brown & Ames 
Steve Evans 





Gene Dequincy & L 





Independent 





CHICAGO 
State Lake (6) 
Raymond Wilbert 


Gil Lamb 
Tommy Sanford 


Toni Lane 

Chilton & Thomas 

KANSAS CITY, MO 
Tewer (6) 

4 Vespers 


Will & G Ahearn 








London 





Week of August 2 


Canterbury M. H. 
Ist half (2-4) 
eeken Bros 

3 Averads 
2d half (5-7) 

Harry Wilson 

Rhodes & Lane 
Trocadere Rest. 

Billy Bennett 

Achem Kahn 

Wences 

Murray & Mooney 

3 Herons 

BRIXTON 
Astoria 
Joe Toss Ba 
EAST HAM 
Granada 

J Maskeleyne Co 

Louis Almaer 

Neuman, W & ¥ 

EDMONTON 
Empire 


P 
MeDonald 2 & Mills | 


Pasco & Dorot hy 


ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Ist half (2-4) 
Harry Wulson 
Rhodes & Lane 
2a half (5-7) 
Weeken Bros 
3 Averads 
OLD KENT ROAD 
Astoria 
Joe Loss Rad 
TOOTING 
Granada 
Miche & Arnova 
Keith Wilbur 


TOTTENHAM 





COURT ROAD 
Paramount 


| Al Berlin Bd 


| Johnny Nit 
| WALTHAMSTOW 
i 


Granada 
MeDonald 2 & M 
i Pasco & Dorothy 





Provincial 





Week of August 2 


ABERDFEN 
Tivoli 
Jay & Cullen 
Gaston & Andree 


. Jimmy Reed 


Chappelle & C’rit'n 
3 Loose Screws 
Racquelle Dorne 
Slim Rhyder & Ptnr 
Astill & Fontaine 
ALDERSHOT 
Hippodrome 
George Robey 
Renee & Godfrey 
Armour Roys 
Milsom Sis 
Peter White 


Ormonde Sis 

Jass & Jessie 

Ara & Zeita 

A James & Ptnr 
DONCASTER 


Palace 
|Irene Mansel 
| EDINBURGH 
Regent 


Snake'ps Jobns'n Bad 
Daly & Fox 





Prowning & Starr 
Manitos 

Olsen's Sea Lions 
Luxor Gali-Gali 
Jock Mehay 

'4 Ascots 








Ruth Wayne 
Carol Sis 

3 Rhythm Boys 
Caliente Cabelieros 


Chateau Moderne 
H Leonard Ore 
Consuelo Flowerton 
3 Crackerjacks 
Claremont Inn 
Jolly Coburn Ore 
Club 18 
G Andrews Ore 
Jack White 
Pat Harrington 
Jerry Blanchard 
Frank Froeba 
Jerry Kruger 
Jeri Withee 


Clab Gaucho 


Vacearo’s Orch 
Jose Diaz 
Trini Plaza 
Lita Moya 
Helen Virgil 
Dimitri 


Club Mirador 
(Roof Garden) 


Buddy Wagner Orc 
Jack Osterman 
Edith Roark 
Floria Vestofft 
Gaye Dixon 
Chiquita 

Joan Vickers 


Club Yumurl 
Eliseo Grenet Ore 
George Negrette 
Julio & Silvia 
Portia Porter 

dack Dempsey’e 
E Carpenter Ore 

E! Chico 

Don Alberto Ore 
Carlos Montoya 
3 Pampero 
D’'Avolos & A 
Antonita Morales 
Jose & Patricia 
Las Guarecitas 
Rolando 

El Morocco 

Ernie Holst Ore 
Frotics 
Ralph Watkins Ore 
Glen Island Casino 
Nye Mayhew Ore 

Carolyn Hughes 
Lester Ludke 

Hickory iiouse 
Joe Marsala Ore 
Jim Moorehead 
Ray Biondi 

Hickory Lodge 
(Larchmont, N. ¥.) 
Herber Steiner Ore 
Hal Kerry 
Annabelle Lee 
U'iyw'd Restaurant 
Mitchell Ayres Ore 
E Jelesnick Ore 
Jean Sargeant 
June Lorraine 
6 Debonairs 
L. Manning & Mitzt 
Kay Taylor 
Bobby Joyce 
Ted Adair 
Patricia Gilmore 
Charmion 
Agnes & T Nip Ji 
Ruth Gaylor 
Glen Pope 
Hotel Ambassador 
Ramon Kamos Ore 
William Alder 
Paul Taubman 

fiotel Astor 

(Roof Garden) 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Shirley Lloyd 
Lathrop Bros 
Bobby Dupont 
Olympic 3 


Hotel Biltmore 
(Moontight Terrace) 
Horace Heidt Ore 

Motel Fdlson 
Billy Swanson Ore 
Hotel Essex 


Nat Brandwynne O 
Maxine Tappin 
Dick Stone 

Johnny Blue 
Murray Carun 

R J Callman 

Hotel Gov. Clinton 


Phil D'Arcy Ore 


(House 





Motel Park Centra) | 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Jerry Blaine (re 
Hotel Penna ¥ unin 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 
Edythe Wright 
Jack Leonard 
Allen Storr 
3 Esquires 
Hotel Piccadilly 
Jeno Barta! Ore 


Hotel Pierre 
(Roof Garden) 
Harold Nagel Orc 

Hotel Plaza 


Will McCune Ore 

Pancho Orc 

Paul Draper 

Neila Goodelle 
Hotel Roosevelt 

Freddie Starr Ore 


Hotel Save, -Plaze 





Bmile Petti Ore 
Russell Swan 
Hotel St. Gearge 
(Brooklyn) | 
Eli Dantzig Ore 


Hotel &t. Varits 

(Sky Gardens) 
Hal Richards Ore 
Grisha 

Hotel St. Regis 

(Viennese Roof) 
Jacques Fray Ore 
A Rasch Dancew | 

Hotel Taft | 

Geo, Hall Ore 
Delly Dawn 

Motel Waldort- 

Aatorin 

(Starlight Roof) 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Ralph Rutgers Ore 
Marissa Flores 
Raphuel 
Hotel Wellington 
Ed Mayehoff Ore 

Jimmy Kelly's 
Lionel Rand Ore 
Joe Capello Orc 
Montmartre Boys 
Carter & Schaub 
Jimmie Costello 
3 Raymonds 
Danny Higgins 


Larue 
Rddie Davis Ore 
Hirado Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 
Horacio Zito Ore 
George Sterney 
Le Mirage 
Harry Horton Ore 
Cuquita 
Marie Almonte 
V MacNaughton 
Brown's 3 Shades 
t.eon & Falsdieve 
(Pageo-Pago Koom) 
Lou Martin Ore 
Eddie Davis 
Jane Lee 
Patricia Gilmore 
Vivian Ray 
Gloria Cook 
James Keoyan 
Nelsons Cats 
Haines ‘Taie & S 
Tete & Kongo Co 
Mile Denise 
Norman & McKay 
Dioasa Costelle | 
Mon Parise 
Gene oedick Ore 
Laurence White 
Marion Pierce 
Versatile 3 | 
Mori's | 
Lou Ferris Ore | 
The Ouks ] 





| Lew 


|} Jack 


| Mildred 


Cafe International 
Barrett & Wright 
Ben Pollock Ure 
Chaz Chase 
Billy Vine 
Caroline Mason 
Beth Wilson 
Dick Bennett 
The Theodors 
Dora Dean 
Ginger Lynne 
Lilly Ann Starr 
Eleanor Troy 
Cafe ta Mare 
Wm Hoffman Co 
Clover Club 
Rob Grant Ore 
Helen Thompson 
Club Hawali 
Hawaiian Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 
Geo Olsen's Ore 
Edgar Bergen 
Charlie. McCarthy 
Edith Caldwell 
Famous Dour 
Stuff Smith 
Cozy Coe 
Jonah Jones 
Eddie Beal 
Hawalian Paradise 
Sol Brights Ore 
Satini Tuai Loa 
Sol Hoopi 





Hudson Metzger Gls 


Parts inn 
Pete Contrelli Ore 
Dominic Columbo 
Ken Henryson 
Sylvia & Marjorie 
Conchita Toreno 
Bronlee Bros 
Henry Monet 
Thora Maithaison 
Margueyita del Rio 
Juan de Martinis 

Seven Sens 


Lonnie McIntire Or 
Lily Gibson 
Honolulu Dancers 
Somerset House 
Jack Owens 
Betty Borden 
Swing Club 
BBB 
Clarence Brown 
Frankie Gallagher 
Topsy’s 
Al Eldredge Ore 
The Dee Sisters 
June Bruner 
June Brady 
Betty O’Dair 
Lillias Gilbert 
Leona Rice 
Agnes Johnson 
Trocadero 
Dick Gasparre Ore 


CHICAGO 


Bali-Bali 
Billy White Ore 
Dancing Dietrichs 
Wardell & Dade 
Sally Joyce 


Biackhawk 
Joe Sanders 
Ronald & Roberta 
Pete the Newsboy 
June Glory 


Chee Paree 
Lou Holtz 
Helen Morgan 
Georgie Tapps 
Readinger 2 
Rosemary Deering 
Lillian Carmen 
Henry Busse Orc 


Colosimos 
Bob Tinsiey 
Janis Andre 
Maxine DeShon 
Dorothy Wahl 
Willie Shore 

Congress Hotel 

(Casino) 
Jesse Crawford 
lielen Crawford 


Chas Carlile 
Bernhardt & G 
Diaz, Don, D & D 
Tommy Trent 
Varzos & McDowell 
Gay 90's 
Colleen 
tieorgia Lucky 
King 
Mignon 
Ingrid 
Jules Novit Ore 
Marion Miller 
Jack Ejikins 
Harry's N. ¥ 
Cabaret 
Engles Ore 
Irving 


Chas 


Yvette 
Theo Trov 


Kock 


| 8 Parisians 


Alt Lambs Ore 

Tommy Lyman 

Gene Archer | 
Onyx ff lub 

6 Sptrits of Rhythuw 

Maxine & Janice 
Varadise 

Jay Freeman Ore 

Ann Pennington 

fucille Johnson 

Andrews Sis 

Piace Elegante 

Rill Farrell 

Mario Rasini 

Toto Canglosi 


| Soni 


} Dorothy 


| Lucie 


‘Walker 3 


RB. B. B. 

Rider Sis 

Palmer Sis 

Johnston 
Hi-Hat 

Burns & White 

Shaw 

Proctor 

Lorraine 


Vivian 

Loris 
Hotel Biemarek 
(Walnut Room) 


| Evldie Varzos Ore 


Garcia 





| The 


The Duanos 
Dean Murphy 


Hotel Brevoort 
Dorothy Duval 
Earl Smith 
Commodore Duo 
Joe Pariato 


Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Room) 


Jack Denny Ore 
St. Moritz Ice Car’l 
Kit Klein 

Douglas Duffy 
Bobby Hearn 


Hotel Egdewater 
Beach 


(Board Walk) 
Bernie Cummins Or 
Gloria Sutter 
H Smith Ballet 
Hills Circus 


Northway & Danilo 
LaVarre Bros 


Hotel Lasalle 
(Blue Fountain 
Room) 
Pauli Sablin Ore 
Dorethy Miller 


Hotel Palmer House 
(EKmpire Keom) 

Eddy Duchin Ore 

Holland & Hart 

Bruce Holden 

Ellen Blair 

Mari Lynn 

4 Aristocrats 

‘Abbott Dancers 


Hlotel Sherman 
(College Inn) 

Frankie Masters Or 
Jackie Heller 
lbbonna Dae 
Ahearn Bros 
Chas Carrier 


Hotel Stevens 
(Continental Room) 
Carlos Molina 
Ruthania & M’'le'lm 
Frank Payne 

606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Nora Ford 
‘Boots’ Burns 
Etta Reed 
Ford & Barnes 


Yacht Club 


Nino Rinaldo Ore 
Frances Williams 
E:\tna Sedgwick 
Wingy Mannone 
Jackson, Mills & R 
885 Club 
Hornert 
Dictators 
Corlies & Palmer 
Mary Jane Dodd 


Johnny 








PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 
James Craig 
Manno & Strafford 
Ed Silverglade 
Sally a Marr 
Johony Graff Ore 
Izzy Bellis 
Mildred Tolle 

Arcadia Int'l 
Milton Kellem Ore 
Don Renaldo Ore 
Mayfair Girls (8) 
Ed Silverglade 
izzv Bellis 
Collette & Barry 
Eleanor Bowers 
Irma Bundel 
Mario Villani 


Bellevue-Stratford 
(Planet Room) 


Meyer Davis Ore 
Ben Franklin Hotel 
(Coral Cafe) 

Moe Jaffe Ore 
Benny the Bum’s 
Deloyd McKay 
Muriel Thomas 
Sasha Leonoff 
Frank Hall 

Diana & D Campo 


Cedarwood Inn 
(Malaga, N. J.) 
Jack Curtis 
Bebhy Evans 
Stump & Stumpy 
Clarence Mich Ore 
Franky Schiuth 


Embassy Clab 


Lee Perrins 
Pedro Blanco Ore 
Helen Heath 
Warwick Sis 
Joyce Henry 
Dorothy Deppin 
Helen Benton 
Evergreen Casino 
Henry May Orc 
Billy Faye 
Dolly Wellington 
Miriam Brome 
Tom Barry 
Kathleen May 
Jay King 
Harry Glyn 

1523 Locust 


Bubbles Shelby 
Jane Farrer 

Kay Lavery 
Virginia Young 
Nelly Banks 

Linda Ray 
Peanuts Stewart 
Swing Kings Ore 
Hotel Adeiphia Koof 


Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Harold Knight Ore 
Johan Uppmann 
Al Bernie 
Alice Dawn 
Robbins Fam 
Vera Fern 
D & D Fitzgibbons 
Diana Ward 
Agnes ‘Tolle 
% Texas Rockets 
Evan H Fontaine 

fambs Tavera 
Larry Meli Ore 
Little Kuthskeller 
Jack Griff'n Ore 
Dorothy Bach 
(ieorge Seotti 
Franees Carroll! 
Sensation'’l Thrillers 
Kahn & DePinto 
Pat Perry 

Pierre's 

Manny LaPorte Ore 
Gates & Claire 
Doris Fields 


Ritz-Carlton 
(Crystal Room) 


Van Levis Ore 
Henry Patrick 
81 Club 


Bill Fiske Ore 
Billie Brill 
Brooks 2 

Gene Osborne 
Lloyd Woods 


Johnny Magnan 


Sliver Lake lua 
(Clementon) 
Joe Milikopf Ore 

Beth Challis 
Carlton & Juliette 
Janice Thompson 
Carroll & Lane 


20th Century Tavern 


Lou Longo Ore 
Hazel Harman 
26th Century Co (6) 
Frankie Hyres 
Winstead 3 

Gray & Harlow 


Parrish Cafe 
Bobby Lee Ore 
Blanche Saunders 
Fats Primere 
3 Parisettes 
Chickie Martin Co 

Piccadilly Koom 

(15238 Locust) 


John Hamilton Ore 
Jackie Mablie 
R'beriegs Wiiliains 
Patsy Evans 

Fats Smith 

Lulu Mae 

Lillian Fitzgerald 
Cora Green 
Dutkin’s Kathskelle: 


Agnes Willis 
Helene Hart 
Black & Myers 
Zolley Ramblers Or 
Vrank Ponti 
Stamp’s Cafe 
Jack Hutchinson 
Bella Belmont 
Billy Siler 
Joan & George 
La Vonne 
Flo Hulse 
Johnny Walsh 
Viking Cafe 
Penn Fay Ore 
lew Foster 
Evelyn Barnes 
Sis MeCall 
Harry Sweeney 
Geo Harrigan 
Jack Finnev 
Johnny Reilly 


Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 


Louis Chalkin Ore 
Ray Miller 
Reed, Thrift & R 
Bobby Del Reo 
Bernardo de Pace 
Penny Spencer 
Instrumental 3 
Hugo Klee 
Sid Golden 
lise liart 
Eldoradians 
Sunset tun 
Ace Pancoast Ore 
Betty Vallone 
Chubby Reed 





Al Cornarg 
Betiv Seott 
Dan McGarrican 


|} Claire St Claire 
| El Marple 
Winston 


| Billy 
Peacoek Gardena 
| Sylvan Herman Ore 
Yorktown Tavern 


Betsy Dain 
Jack King | Billy Sein Ore 
Blossom Heath |3 Roccos 

Jerry Johnson Ore 3 Tops 

Edna & J Torrence! Earl Walton Ore 

Book-Caditlac Hotel Powhatan 

(Casino) Will Henderson Ore 

Ron Pervy Orc teilly & Emmett 
Oasix 

Annette Saks 


Nichols & Sylvia 
Madytien King 
fosephine Cainpbell 
Charlie Lazin Ore 
Miantation— 
Rhythmaniacs 


|G Kavanagh Ore 

, Webster Hall Hotel 
| (Cocktail) Grill) 
Art Mooney Ore 
The Great Haskell 
Lola & Andre 





offensive nor liable to bring down 
censorial wrath. Thanks to the 
showmanship of Emmett Callahan, 
managing director, and Allen Gil- 
bert, producer of the shows, who is 
gradually showing spark of another 
John Murray Anderson in the 
making. 

Reversing the nondescript thrown 
together numbers, which with addi- 
tional evils put burlesque on the 
toboggan, Gilbert in this one goes 
more for warm weather routines of 
stage pictures and parades, although 
there are a_ sufficient number of 
peppy dance routines by the ponies 
to make admirable contrast... Comedy 
is somewhat weak, some bits effec- 
tive and others not, but the artistic 
handling of femme unadornment is 
done with class and everything knits 
for good entertainment. 

Spacing the girly numbers, Mor- 
ton and Arthur Havel spot some 
good clowning on their own. Ditto 
Bobby Barry, who hasn’t cracked 
burlesque since Columbia circuit 
days, when he was teamed with Al 
K. Hall in Sam Scribner’s ‘Maids of 
America.’ Barry is a pint-sized ec- 
centric comic who fits in neatly with 
Bert Grant, Havels, Joey Fay, 
Thelma Temple and Dorothy Ryan 
in the comedy blackouts. Barry also 
spots some foolery topped with a 
Har Lauder impresh that’s okay. 
Standout in comedy is the ‘The 
Transformer,’ with Grant as a nutty 
inventor, and Joey Fay as stooge, 


which worked up for plenty of 
laughs. ‘Cut Up and Bleeding,’ con- 
Grant and 


th dogs 8 Fay, Havels, 
Misses Temple and Ryan. wherein 
Havels have to wrestle the nitery 
waiter for the check, also registers. 
So does ‘Skin Game’ and ‘Song 
Plugger.’ 

Ann Corio holds up neatly in three 
spottings. First in a phony inter- 
view bit with Havels, where she 
strips down to panties and brassiere, 
then an audience number, ‘Give Me 
a Little Kiss,’ but provides real 
socko strip in ‘Girl at the Brook’ 
allegory. As the timid maiden at- 
tempting to cool off in a wooded 
brook stream, she reveals everything, 
just as neatly, if not more so, than 
before ban of striptease. 

Mile. Deleys, attractive acro dancer 
and cortortionist, also incorporates 
a neat strip in her number. Jimmy 
Lewis and Dorothy Ryan aiternate 
on the warbling. 

Show runs practically two hours, 
with film shorts and candy butcher 
spiel spacing. Lighting, costuming 
and effects are distinctly Broadway- 
ish, especially the spectacular 
rhinestoned staircase utilized in sev- 
eral of the numbers wherein the 
chorines give them plenty of above- 
the-waist eyefuls. 





Hardeen Into Apello, Burly 


Hardeen, illusionist, will be spotted 
at the downtown Apollo, N. Y., week 
of Aug. 16 as an added attraction to 
the house’s burley show. Deal was 
set by William Schilling. 

Hardeen is a brother of the late 
Harry Houdini. 





Jarrett Stays in Dallas 
Art Jarrett is being held for an 
additional 10 werks at the Intere 
national Casino, Dallas. His first 
10-week contract terminates Aug, 
21. 
Larry Puck of Lou Irwin's office 





set the deal. 
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LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


In the light of vaude’s condition 
in the past several years, the cur- 
rent stage show at this house looks 
like an accident. Three of the five 
acts are in the comedy class, and 
till this week it didn’t appear as 
though there were that many laugh 
turns left in all of vaude. That 
much risibility-shaking in one show 
nowadays is news, but the State’s 
booker didn’t let matters rest there. 
He topped the layout with b.o. via 
the Gus Arnheim orch and opened 
it with a slack-wire novelty that's 
okay tor suspense. 


Totaling all this and adding to the | 
William Powell-Luise Rainer co- | 
starrer, ‘The Emperor's Candlesticks’ | 
(MG), the State should arrive at a} 
healthy gross. 

Comedy acts are Charles ‘Slim’ 
Timblin, doing his colored preacher 
turn; Stuart and Martin, one of the 
outgrowths of the original Mills, 
Kirk and Martin trio, and Luis Zin- 
gone, sicight-of-hand worker who 
paces his act much along the same 
lines as Fred Keating. Of the three, 
Zingene is weakest in getting lauchs, 
but that’s chiefly due to his piling 
on the talk too thickly and also his 
habit of sluffing the punchlines. His 
appearance and his magic, however, 
are okay. ; 

Stuart (and Lash) and Martin 
haye been teamed about a year and 
their improvement in that time has 
been steady. Right now they rate | 
as one of the better male comedy | 








acts around, running the gamut of 
low hoke, gags and singing in 14 
fast minutes. Timblin’s turn, though 
standard for years, is still plenty 


socko on the comedy end. He’s in 
next-to-closing with assist from an 
unbilled mixed team, while Stuart 
and Martin are in the trey slot and 
preceded by Zingone. Opener is 
Don Francisco, who starts on’ the 
slackwire as a drunk and then ne- 
gotiates a difficult handkerchief lift 
and some wild swinging before bow- 
ing off. 

The Arnheim orch on the State’s 
stage, and the Arnheim orch in its 
recent appearance at the New 
Yorker Hotel, are two different com- 
bos in tone. In the State this crew 
of 13 musicians is blasting as com- 
pared with its sweet music for the 
hotel’s dance sessions. And most 
times that forte brass work isn’t any 
too musical. 








Two excellent specialists, Meta | 
Carlyle, hoofer, and June Robbins. 





torcher, plus the Rhythmaniacs. 
swingy quartet of musicians out of | 
the band, lend plenty to Arnheim’s | 


impression here. Miss Carlyle de- | 
livers but one rhythm dance routine: | 
Miss Robbins sings two songs, of | 
which ‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ 
is by far the best, while the Rhyth- 
maniacs swing two songs in what 
Arnheim classifies as the ‘52nd Street 
manner.’ Four boys are divvied up 
as bass-whacker, xylophonist, clar- 
inetist and guitarist and they’re good ' 
musicians. 

Arnheim, unlike his debut in the 
east as a maestro at the Palace back 
in 1929, is now almost strictly a 
baton-waver. His only piano session 
currently is for a medley of three 
songs he wrote a few years ago. At 
the Palace he stuck to the piano 


their violins and play ‘Smoke Gets 
in Your Eyes.’ 

‘Pansy,’ the human horse, is then 
introduced by Lucas. Florence Mayo, 
a shapely blonde, brings this remark- 
able equine on. Act is one of the 
best of its kind, with both front and 
hind legs doing remarkable athietic 
and dancing stunts. The Martins 
who ‘play’ them are introduced by 
Miss Mayo at the end. ing 

Three vocalists follow, singing 
‘Little Boy Blue,’ and Lucas does a 
bit on his trombone. That leads into 
a short but eifective finale. 

Pic is ‘Fly-Away Baby’ (WB). 

Waters. 


TABOR, DENVER 


Denver, July 30. 

Mildred Harris Chaplin tops the 
stage show, and unlike many from 
Hollywood who kave been in Den- 
ver, she doesn’t just say ‘I hope you 
like me’—she goes ahead and sings 
and makes audience like her. 
why spot a mike smack in front of 
Ler face”? If the loudspeaker sys- 
tem is necessary put one on each side 
of her and let the crowd get a good 
look at her. She's easy to hook at. 
She’s best impersonating Helen Mor- 
gan singing ‘Those Little Things You 
Used to Do.’ 

Gus Murcay & Co. use harmonicas 
and do a good job of it. The blonde 
femme gives Gus a run for his 
money when it comes to getting re- 
sults from a mouth organ. 

Roy Dove juggles to open the 
show. Uses three balls, three cigar 


boxes, four, hoops and Indian clubs. | 


Okay for an opener. 

The line does the usual three rou- 
tines, first a gypsy number, with gay- 
colored costumes and with Fred 
Rawles singing. Beth Seymour 
pleases with novelty solo dance. In 
the swimming hole routine girls 
wear one-legged, checkered overall 
suits and large straw hats. Lolly 
Garris, one of them, sings. For finale 
the girls have long skirts split down 
the tront so they can spread them 
with hands. Second time on 
have colored ‘balloons. Virginia Per- 
kins, of the line, does a neat solo 
dance. Back drop splits to reveal 
one of line with bunches of colored 
balloons and acts parade as curtain 
falls. 

‘Good Old Soak’ (MG) on screen, 


and crowd only fair for first show | 


Rose. 


MET, BOSTON 


Boston, July 29. 


Friday.’ 


Variety and good production make | 


this bill satisfactory. Talent ranges 
from solo ballet to Waldorf’s Boxing 
Bear (New Acts), and in between a 


fair assortment of conventional 
vaude. 
Niela Goodelle, singer, is fea- 


tured. Although there was no indi- 
cation from the matinee crowd that 
she was well-known, there was 


plenty of evidence that they liked | 


her work. Possessed of a sweet 
voice, Miss Goodelle stands out like 
a million. Wise in the seiection of 
numbers, ‘Johnny One Note.’ ‘First 





throughout, but the switch was prob- 
ably necessitated by recent trends, 
— forced maestros to double as 

<. 3 

Stage show in entirety runs 69 
minutes, the Arnheim band taking 
up 26 minutes of that time, and biz 
opening night (Thursday) was okay. 

Scho. 


EARLE, PHILA. 


Philadelphia, Aug. 2. 

Earle’s stage show is well-rounded 
and generally entertaining although 
lacking in marquee draw that house 
has had of late. Clyde Lucas, not as 
well known here as some orch lead- 
ers, has a well routined, fast-moving 
program and audience showed more 
enthusiasm than any Earle crowd has 
in some time. 

Show opened with the orch (15 
men) playing ‘Twelfth Street Rag,’ 
following with a medley of current 
hits. Boys iook neat in biue and 
gray outfits and background is at- 
tractive and not garish. Unusual 
feature, noticeable from the start, is 
doubling ability of virtually all the 
members. They jump from one in- 
strument to another with bewildering 
ease. playing one as well as the other. 

Lucas himself does a fine trombone 
solo of ‘September in the Rain’ and 
then takes part in a vocal trio ren- 
dition of ‘Let’s Call the Whole Thing 
Off that rates and gets a good hand. 

After that, the first of the special 
features is spotted, a dance offering 
by Joe and Betty Lee. They’re a 
good-looking young couple. Start- 
ing with graceful ballroom waltz. 
they follow with a faster dance with 


‘a Spanish air and end up with a 
modified and_ restrained  truckin’ 
number. All three are well done. 


The orch then gives a novelty. 
‘Nero.’ which has plenty of comedy 
effects and registers strongly. Lucas’ 
brother and partner, Lyn, sings 
‘Where or When’ with a pleasing 
tenor and has the audience with him. 

‘Two marimbas are then hauled out 
and various members of the orch 


handle the sticks skillfully with Lyn 


Lucas singing. He demonstrates that 
serious ballad singing is by no means 
his enly forte by his very amusing 
version of a Chinaman singing a 
rhumba in Spanish. It’s top-notch. 
Seven members of the orch then 
come down to the footlights with 


Time I Saw You’ and ‘God's Chilluns 


Got Rhythm,’ she demonstrates her | 


versatility to okay returns. 


Another soloist on the bill, who 
has too little to do, is Piroska, su- 
perb ballet dancer. His brief bit is 
the highlight of one of the brightest 
production numbers ever staged at 
this house. The 16 line girls do a 
ballet number to introduce Piroska, 
and as the number opens, the scene 





is set so that the audience gets the 
impression of sitting on stage, look- 
ing out into another auditorium. 
Footlights, shining into the audience 
and a backdrop depieting a theatre 
interior. At this point one gets the 
thrill of seeing a Degas painting 
come to life. The footlights then 
black out, scenery turns about, and 


now face the real audience and the 
production returns to the conven- 
tional. 
tor, and Leo Morgan, producer, both 
rate bows for this gem. 

Masters and Rollins have quite a 
fling in a nonsensical session of 
hokum, gagging and eccentric danc- 
ing. Miss Rollins is tall, loose- 
jointed and puts rippling rhythm in 
her bumps, and her gawky. gooty 
hokum gets the mob. Master's big 
moment is a good. but conventional 
eccentric dance that climaxes in slow 
motion work, earnings him some 
potent plaudits. 

Next-to-shut is George Prentice 
and his Punch and Judy 
that registers well with both chil- 
dren and adults. To set this scene, 
a gypsy camp, the booth projects a 
colorful woodland effect that grad- 
ually fades to the actual setting in 


the house orchestra, is soloing ‘Play 
Gypsies, Dance Gypsies’ to create at- 
mosphere. Very effective. 

William El Cota and company fill 
the deuce with 
work. Billed as ‘world’s greatest 
xylophone player’ El Cota is nothing 
more than a good performer on the 
wooden cleats, and his comedy is 
never hilarious. His clowning of 
‘Lazy Bones’ is excellent, however, 
and a goed closer of the act. His 
femme partner does an okay daffy 
ballet bit. 








robatic toe dance number in the 
opening line routine. . : 
‘Exclusive’ (Pav) is the feature. 
For. 


But | 


they | 


the set is reversed so that the girls | 


John Lonergan, line direc- | 


specialty | 


which violinist Mario Mantini, trom | 


comedy xylophone | 


Georgie Hayes -is featured in ac-, 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 2. 

House is becoming slip-shod in its 
vaude operation; it is seeking the 
easiest way out of every situation, 
and is not making the most of its op- 
portunities. Instead of trying to 
brighten up every littie good point, 
it is simply letting itself go by the 
wayside, 

Current show is a sad example of 
this growing habit of being sloven. 
They are presenting a _ hopelessly 
draggy, wilted and soggy show, 
where it might just as easily have 
been a bright, beaming and catchy 
performance. On the show are three 
|‘picture’ names, Pop-eye, 
|Boop and Gene Austin. 
screen, 
(Par) is the line-up of the Walt Dis- 
|ney Academy Award cartoon win- 
| ners, 
jhave been spliced 
frothy type of stage show that would 
have meaning, lilt and lift. 
| But instead they run it off in 
| vaude style without taste, build-up 
or showmanship. They have Pop- 
| Eye in the person of Harry Foster 
| Welch working all alone on a mam- 
|; moth shelf. Behind set, far back in 
ithree, is a crummy black drop 
against which is set a small, cheap 
boat cut-out. It looks like a postage 
stamp against that drop. Welch looks 
awfully lonesome un there on that 
wide, bare stage. He does a small- 
timey routine, imitating guitars, cal- 
liopes and jewsharp. It's cheap stuif 
from every angle, and makes a soggy 
dcucer. 
| Mae Questel is separated from 
| Pop-Eye by a chorus routine seem- 
|ingly spotted without reason. Her 





On the 


| Betty Boop still good vaude. Han- | 


|dles herself smartly, getting every- 
| thing possible out of her ‘cute’ style. 
| Her ‘Dangerous Betty Boop’ number 
;}remains okay stage stuff. Makes 
| good appearance, but should stop 
pulling at her shoulder piece. It be- 
;comes annoying. Fortunately Miss 
| Questel works in one with a pianist, 
so things don’t look so barren. 

But they’re back to an empty full 
stage in the last act with Gene Aus- 
| tin, even though he works right up 
| against the footlights and ‘mike. Aus- 
tin has lost plenty of beef and doesn’t 
look like himself. But he comes 
through well enough on his vocaliz- 
|ing. His two instrumental helpers 
aren't of any real help. 
| Pop-Eye, Betty Boop and Austin 
| make it three singing acts. Opening 
| act of Gene Granese also has consid- 





erable warbling. It’s an old-fashioned | 


|; comedy act with Italian dialect. and 
not particularly suited for 
house. 

Real click of the entire five-acter 
was the acrobatic turn of the Gilbert 
| Bros. 
|gymnastie bar routines, they turned 

in See session here on Friday 
nig e 

| Show lacked bulk and there was 
| nothing to hold it together. It tended 
to fly apart every minute. The possi- 
| bilities for a production setup this 
| week to build a genuine 60-minute 
| show that would have bulk, depth 
/and meat were there, but the house 
neglected to make proper use of 
them, Gold 


TOWER, K. C. 


_ Kansas City, Aug. 2. 

A good picture invariably brings 
a letdown in vaude section. Pic this 
, week is ‘Willie Winkie’ (20th). 

Just about the roughest bill pre- 
sented here in a long time. Both 
| from physical and production angle. 
| Jaw whacking, eye gouging and conk 
jhammering pace the bill’s dreary 
| course and it’s all left to cute 5-year 
old Patsy O’Connor to gather the 
_ pieces in her capable hands and give 
| the bill an excuse for its existence. 
However, her routine is thrown to- 
| gether with total disregard for the 
| physical endurance of a child. 
The whole bill with the exception 
'of the tiny Miss O’Connor leans 
| heavy to eccentricity. Roy, Lee and 
Dunn, male hoofers. open cold with 
knockabout and seft-shoe. Two of 
them put over a nice drunk bit. They 
finish with rag dolls. 





Stevens Bros. and Big Boy, four | 


men and a Russian bear. can’t make 
up their minds whether they want 
to be another stooge act or an animal 
‘turn. As stooges they're boring and 


as an animal act—well, the bear is | 


a nice clean-appearing animal who 
probably longs for the steppes more 
than he does the four-a-day. The 
men burn a lot of energy rassling 
the bear. 


the Four O’Connors (there are tive. 


however) with hoofing and gagging | 


that would ordinarily take but bv 
the time they’re on audience is a bit 
weary of knockabout. They 


still does a top time step and also a 
kid brother, Donald, who sings. hoofs 
and gets jerked about by his older 
brothers. 

Patsy O’Connor then meves in for 
‘Irish Eyes,’ and when thoroughly 
winded by some fast taps tackles an- 
/other tune. Line treks on decked 
out in kilts. They fling lons enough 
ifor the recently scrammed Miss 
|, O'Connor to don kilts and reappear 
| with Harlan Christie who packs a 
| bag-piv, for a flash finale. Which 

sives the bill a tie-in with the screen 
| fevture. Line is seen midway ia the 
bill in a Mickey and Minnie Mouse 


| routine, New frecs among the ponies, | 


| neat lookers, too, 
| John Colvin, 


18-year-old local 


Betty | 


in addition to ‘Wild Money’ | 


The whole cartoon idea might | 
together in a | 


this | 


Always the finest of finesse on | 


Jack and Bill O’Connor open for | 


bring | 
on their mother, Effie O'Connor. who | 








canary, barytones a pop to fine re- 
turns. With more experience back 
of the guttered mazdas he'll be oke. 
A comer. 
Judy Conrad’s orch is on the stage. 
Hoyt. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, July 30. 

Noble Sissle orchestra and revue 
perform a nice job on stage here this 
week. Outside of about two acts, 
they don’t do much but they ‘sell’ it 
big and their smiles make the show 
play well, 

Sissle, who claims this as his home 
town, having attended Butler college 
here, has been played at the Lyric 
|for a week each summer during the 
| past three years. The house adds a 
couple of acts to bolster his special- 
ties and the ads plug it as Sissle’s 
own revue. 

Gordon and Rogers and the team 
of Chilton and Thomas are added. 
| Working well down in the show, the 
former team opens with comedy talk 
that is fair and then goes into some 
‘preak-a-leg’ dancing which stops the 
show cold. Both boys are dressed in 
loud suits and that with their vigor- 
ous ‘selling’ put them over. Chilton 
and Thomas, more polished dance 
team, work in the closing spot just 
ahead of the finale and do their usual 
pedestal dance routine. They go 
well, but Gordon and Rogers have 
made it tough for them. Sissle has 
done his best to separate their ap- 
pearances by presenting a couple of 
band numbers between the two acts. 
One number is a Gershwin tribute, 
‘You Can't Take That Away from 
Me,’ and the other ‘Bugle Call Rag.’ 

The remainder of the show up 
ahead is Sissle’s. His band opens 
with ‘I Got Rhythm’ to get away 
nicely. Edna May Harris is on sec- 
ond, singing a chorus of ‘Love Is 
Good for Anything That Ails You,’ 
and then dancing for a finish. Four 
members of the band, introduced as 
the Swingsters, form a hot combina- 
tion around the microphone in the 
next spot to do two fast numbers to 
good results. Billy Banks, band’s 
soloist and comedian, does two num- 
bers to a moderate reception. Sissle 
himself, who has a modest, self-ef- 
facing raanner that pleases, takes the 
spotlight next to contribute an origi- 
| nal dramatic recitation with a med- 
ley of music as a background. It’s 
| the real sock in the first half of the 
| show and then Sissle brings on Gor- 
|don and Rogers who carry on well. 
The entire show is played by Sissle’s 
band from the stage. The house band 
| is vacationing. 

‘San Quentin’ (WB) is the picture. 
| Biz was good Saturday afternoon 
| with a capacity house at the second 
| of the five performances of the day. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 2. 

Traditions don’t mean a thing to 
| this house any more. They’ve got the 
house band working the first half 
on-stage, and the second half in the 
pit, complete reversal of the usual 
procedure. But cover up by present- 
ing a fast bill of good, solid vaude 
acts. So good that enthusiastic regu- 
lars of the State-Lake audience were 
ready to let any and every act halt 
the show. And, by the time the Bor- 
rah Minevitch Rascals: (minus Mine- 
vitch) are finished, it’s easy to see 
that the upsetting of traditions was 
a necessity. Had the harmonica toot- 
jers been spotted anwhere else except 
just before the picture, they’d have 
,held things up indefinitely. As _ it 
was, the applause backgrounded the 
picture dialogue for several minutes. 
And that’s unusual. 

| Every bit of the enthusiasm was 
deserved by the Rascals. That they 
| play fewer class-tune arrangements 
; makes no difference. They're better 
|vaude without them, _ especially 
, since the comedy has been developed 
| to its present high peak. In the eom- 
;edy, everybody works to Shorty, and 
| he comes through with a character- 
| ization which is artistry. 

A little more careful staging would 














j}be desirable, with the boys doing | 


the bits working down a little more. 
Working up, the rest of the gang 
| blocks them off from half the audi- 
| ence. 

Bobby Pincus, around so often he’s 
looked upon as a home-town boy, 
| uses sections from his several rou- 
tines, and gets his goofy humor over. 
Dance lesson, Helen Morgan burly, 
| little girls, bits are all in, as is some 
gagging with new blonde stooge. Her 
contributions to the Pincus act rate 
only fair. Sings and hoofs a bit, but 
seems to lack a sense of comedy. 

Captain Spiller and his three seals 
ifill the deuce spot. Latter handle 
themselves much better than does 
the capiain, from the standpoint of 
/showmanship. Clicked here. 

Toy and Wing, boy and gir! Orien- 
tal hooters, have an act that’s class. 
| Until he goes cute with his talking. 
Then they have to do another of 
their banc-up tap routines to wear 
olf the bad taste. Finish off with ac- 
robatic stuff which includes flying 
| splits, and, if he hadn't talked to the 
|audience, the audience would still be 
|talking about them. 

House line comes through with 
only one routine this week, as the 
/ovencr, but it has the combined ef- 
, fect of three. An acrobatic turn this 
; time, with every girl doing special- 
| ties. which would be a credit te an 
{individual act. They got applause. 
land how! : 

Picture is ‘Armored Car’ (RKO). 
and bttesiness at third show, onvening 
|day, good, Loop. 
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CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, July 31, 

Straight vaude back this week, but 
following house usual policy of 
working it in through novel manner 
the informal touch is at the outset 
when classic overture, introduced 
dead straight, is imterrupted by 
ston.p rhythms behind curtain, turn- 
ing out to be Vic Hyde’s one-man 
band. Curtain open to find Hyde 
banging away on his paraphernalia. 
filled stand and, after bit of debate 
between Pit Maestro Lampkin and 
Hyde, he takes over for regular act, 
House went for the novelty, although 
they were obviously more impressed 
with idea than with his music. Wind- 
up playing three trumpets and tap- 
ping at same time got him off with 
nice hand. 

Newsreel follows as usual after 
overture and then into regular bill, 
introduced by Lampkin. First is Bert 
Nable & Co., whose acrobatic cat 
pantomime went over nicely. Girl 
in modified cat tap costume gets by 
oke with contortionist dance and two 


cats back on for flash finish. Act 
ends abruptly, audience assuming 
girl is used for others’ costume 


change, but suddea close leaves ’em 
at peak. 

Guy Robertson out on ramp next, 
| greeted by light hand that makes it 
obvious.he isn’t as well known as 
was expected. ‘Never in a Million 
Years,’ ‘Was It Rain’ and ‘September 
in the Rain,’ all sung straight, are 
just songs and his two dialect stories, 
well told, but lacking wallop, are 
just stories. It’s when he gives ’em 
‘Song of the Vagabonds, after ex- 
plaining the setting. that he really 
wins the house. .Took two bows 
and could have done encore, but 
rested on what obviously is his top 
number. 

Wind-up is return here of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jesse Crawford and their two 
Hammond organs, this time backed 
up by 13-piece dance band. Directing 
with baton while seated at organ and 
setting up to movable mike nearby 
to make announcements gave turn 
informal air that went over big in 
straight organ shows, but with band 
it was a little flat. Whole show 
seemed to be a clash between spec- 
tacular dance tunes and soothing 
organ stuff, Both were surprisingly 
food and house went for ’em, but 
Crawford’s aim to make a unique 
blend didn’t blend. One of best fea- 
tures of band portion was use of 
quartet of euphonium horns, which 
Crawitord claims are being intro- 
duced in dance unit for first time. 
Big and boomy, they look and sound 
plenty smart and arrangements make 
full use of them. Mrs. Crawford's 
solo is ‘Chloe’ and Jesse gives em 
‘When Day Is Done.’ both socks. Fin- 
ish with hefty flash on ‘Merry-Go- 
Round Broke Down’ and applause 
lasted through trailers. 

Pic is ‘Slave Ship’ (20th) and biz 
fair. Craig. 





Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


Japanese-Chinese war crisis iS a 
terrific life-saver for new program. 
Otherwise, most oi topics are mark- 
edly dull, even usual freak and 
comedy clins being below par. And 
the sad part of the current newsreel 
coverage of Jap-Chino difficulty is 
that nobody has actual, recent battle 
piciurization. 

Consequently, Metro’s ‘News of 
Day’ and Fox Movietone fill out the 
Embassy headline subject with 
views of marching troops, maps, 
charts, soldiers on the great Chinese 
wall and generals inspecting fighters 
or exhorting their followers. Both do 
an elegant photographie job but 
M-G-M has grasped the dramatics of 
the situation with its cheering 
crowds in Tokio seeing the army 
boys off to the front. Little at- 
tempt to explain warlike situation 
in detail, though Fox outlines the 
ambition of Japan for additional ter- 
ritory in commentation and chart. 

Same reel unfolds the review of 
Hawaii-U. army as_ indicating 
American preparedness in the Pa- 
cific. Paramount and Fox cover 
Spanish civil war from almost strict- 
ly loyalist side of the front line, but 
neutral in comment. Fox also de- 
picts Franco troops celebrating the 
anniversary of the rebel-loyalist con- 
ftict’s outbreak. Nothing exciting 
here. 

Aiter that it’s the old familiar 
‘freak’ news that gains most atten- 
tion, with sports, fashions, spot news 
and comedy taking a back seat. Fox, 
Metro, Paramounc and Universal 
lead the way in choice of material 
and manner of handling, last named 
probably showing the most inge- 
nuity. 

Universal has a string of deft clips 
which include use of glass bricks in 
a publishing plant building; a Long 
Beach plane that folds up for a 
sarage and really flies; an elephant 
bathing beauty; boy horsemen train- 
ing at Rome, and Hollywood film 
beauties wearing furs, with animals 
to match on leash. Also chips 1 
iater with an inventor who claims 
to have harnessed the sun for cook- 
ing, a French aviation meet, beauties 
at a Maine girl's camp and _ fatal 
bandit killing and wounding of pal 
in the southwest. in 

Pathe does best with sports, givins 
a neat story en the Sarazen goli vic- 
tory and a divine meet at Mohawk. 
' Reel has only four otber shots on 


(Continued on page 63) 
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HOTEL ASTOR ROOF 


(NEW YORK) 


Managing director Bob Christen- 
perry’s policy at the Hotel Astor 
Roof of changing bands and floor 
shows every month is a good stunt. 
It’s working out OK for the b.o. New 
name band draw is Ozzie Nelson, a 
fave with the juves, and with Shirley 
Lloyd as featured vocalist, in the 
groove formerly allotted Harriet 
Hilliard (Mrs. Nelson), the dance 


combo shapes up very satisfying for | 


the youngsters. 

Strong three-act combo rounds out 
the show, opening with Bob DuPont, 
vet juggler, doing the same routine 
as he has been for 15 years when 
with his mixed partnership, but still 


a’very serviceable interlude. Opened | 


strongly here. 

The Lathrops (used to be Lathrop 
Bros. and Lee} are a suave mixed 
dancing trio. Two men and a girl, 
doing precision routines, with the 
girl teeing off with a solo on her 
own. Nice hoofology and.shapes up 
even better on 2 cafe floor. Look 
srnart in their toppers and formal 
gowns. 

Olympic Trio with their roller- 
skating atop the table-top border on 
the sensational with their holds and 
whirls. Nice presentation. And an- 
other 
ville is gravitating to the hotels and 
cafes. What’s more, what would 
normally be a good opening act be- 
comes a feature spot attraction. 

The theory of which, therefore, 
should be that it would tend to en- 
courage talent usage all over the 
country. But something is holding 
it back. Or it may be that the 
intimacy of nitery work places an 
added burden on the acts through 
the medium of personality. 

Shirley Lloyd’s own solo vocal- 
izing opportunity, apart from the 
band sets, were ‘Hallelujah’ and 
‘Johnny One Note,’ done in the 
modern moderate swingo. Abel. 


COLOSIMO’S 


(CHICAGO) 
Chicago, July 29. 
One of the oldest cafes in town, 
Colosimo’s, goes along year after 
year, presenting practically the same 


manifestation of how vaude- | 


type entertainment to the same type . 


clientele. General policy has been 
to mix burlesque and nitery talent 
in a frank, open way, and give ‘em 
what they want. 

Spot has one of the few rising 
show floors in Chicago, and it re- 
tains the old-style decorations which 
made it a show place years ago. Bob 
Tinsley’s orchestra, used for both 
floor and dance work, is off in one 
corner, while acts work on floor, also 
stage at the rear. 


Show starts when the girls leave 
the tables and customers to dress for 
their opening routine. Eight of 
them there are, and as unmatched 
as eight peas in eight different pods. 
A couple looked like they hadn't 


eaten for days, and a couple more | 


looked like they’d eaten too much. 
Do two routines, a jungle costume in 
the first, and an India getup for 
finale. Both wind up with the four 
extra show girls letting a draft on 
their chests. 


Working with the line is Dottie 

ahl, formerly of burlesque, and 
one of the few around here from 
burley who can dance. She can. and 
she does—so well, in fact, that she 
shouldn't have to do stripping to 
Zet by. 

High spots on the show, and 
they're genuine high spots, are the 
comedy act of Sherr Brothers, and 
the ad lib hoofing of Willie Shore, 
the m.c._ Sherr Brothers, with their 
pony blue material, bang hard as 

nockabout comedians in their In- 
dian dance, and top that in their 
dance chorus boy duo. Willie Shore, 
box office in certain spots around 
Chicago, fails to get over with his 
threadbare gags, but does big stuff 
when dancing. Soft shoe is his forte 
and should blast any audience, just 
as it does here. 


Dance team is the satirical Jackson | 


and Blackwell, who get by, and the 
singer is red headed Sunny Shore, 
who doesn’t. Monte Carlo singers, a 
mixed quartet, score with their op- 
eratic numbers, but would be out of 
place anywhere else. Show evidences 
of a good solid Chautauqua back- 
ground. 

Star is, as always in this spot. a 
Name stripper. Dianne Rae 
time, the girl who journeyed to 
Britain to feel the English breezes. 
but had to let ’em sift through her 
clothes because of legal difficulties. 
Hers is one of the fastest strips on 
record—two pieces and it's finished. 

Loop. 


SKY GARDENS 


(ST. MORITZ, N. Y.) 

The Hotel St. Moritz’s Sky Gar- 
dens has its best draw in that Cen- 
tral Park vista, which is exemplified 
by its name. Perched more than 30 
stories atop the Hotel St. Moritz on 
Central Park South, the veranda 
tables, with a commanding view of 
Manhattan and west to the Jersey 
side, is the best attraction the place 
has in the summer. Requires no cool- 


this | 








| 


! 


|lots of depth and background. 


ing plant and is a natural for mid- 
town dining-dancing, 

With the $2 table d’hote, Harold 
Richards (who warbles a nifty bari- 
tone on his own) dispenses sprightly 
music for the roof with his snappy 
dance combo, and there is a dance 
team, Gilbert and Dolores. They look 
svelte in the better-grade N. Y. hotel 
manner, but not too Latinesque, do- 
ing graceful waltz and foxtrot rou- 
tine. Personality of the pair is as 
much to their distinction as their 
ballroomology. Abel. 





Blue Fountain Room 


(HOTEL LA SALLE, CHI) 
Chicago, July 25. 

When a band makes opportunity 
out of predicament, that band has 
|every chance of batting itself into 
the name class. Paul Sabin’s outfit, 
going into the Blue Fountain room 
at the LaSalle, found that, for their 
eight summer weeks, they had to 
be the dance music, the show music 
and the show—a heavy load, but a 
swell chance to develop into some- 
thing more than accompaniment. 
Band is taking full advantage of its 
spot and is well on the way to 

rounding into a specialty outfit. 


In the first place, Sabin himself 
| has what it takes in appearance and 
personality. His informality in put- 
|ting the band through its paces is 
| just as it should be, any attempt at 
| gagging or formality would be out 
|of place for both this room and the 
band’s show. 

With him Sabin has a nine-piece 
crew and girl singer, withal most 
everybody doing specialties. ~Royal 
Jesters (Jack Armstrong, Perry 
Dring, Paul Pegue) looked the best 
on the show caught. Their special 
patter-singing: numbers rate in the 
top class, and their delivery is good. 
Best of all they know how to build 
an act, so that the top is at the beg- 
| off period. 

Another one of the outfit who has 
what it takes is El Eldridge, comic, 
doing Harlem stuff. Mugging and 
comedy voice is good for show-stop, 
but he needs more to do and more 
freedom before he reaches his real 
peak. If clicking is enough, Eldridge 
is okay now. : 

Dorothy Miller has an okay voice 
and does good work on the fast num- 
bers. She’s letting ‘em lay on the 
slow ones. and the remedy is anima- 
tion. If she gets that, she’ll belong. 

Dance arrangements are good, — 
types of numbers are played, with 
vocalists thrown in now and then, 
adding plenty. Between dances, 
music is done by double piano, and 
piano and singer. . 

Room is air-cooled, and remains 
the intimate place it started out to 
be after the remodeling which it re- 
ceived eight months ago. Compared 
with the rest of the setting, how- 
ever, some new music stands would 
be plenty welcome. Caters to the 
younger middle-class set, and has 
built up a nice list of regulars which 
were in abundance Tuesday (20) 
night. Loop. 


MARDEN’S RIVIERA 


(ENGLEWOOD, N. J.) 

Ben Marden’s Riviera, geograph- 
ically and architecturally, is the 
show spot nitery of America. It’s 
doing the cafe business of the east 
these summer days. It’s natural that 








it would, and Marden, shrewdly, 
perpetuates public interest by a 
constantly shifting floor show 


divertissement which is no deterrent 
to repeat trade. 

Designed like a Hollywood film 
set, Lewis Allen Abramson’s archi- 
tectural contribution is perhaps the 
Riviera’s No. 1 draw, next to its ex- 
traordinarily advantageous location 
perched precipitously on the Pali- 
sades clifis, just across the George 
‘Washington bridge, at Englewood, 
N. J. It’s a natural draw for a near- 
drive to dinner, with result Marden, 
Sam Salvin, et al. are more con- 
cerned with making the gross add 
up at the hours when biz isn’t so 
brisk. 

Whethev it’s the idea of Marden 
or Carl Erbe, his exploiteer, that 
campaign anent ‘the 2:30 a.m. Fol- 
lies’ is a smart stunt to develop 
whatever late business there is. Din- 
ner and after-the-theatre are almost 
always capacity, gauged of course 
by weather conditions to which all 
roadhouse business, no matter the 
environment, is perforce subjected 
to. 

Staged by Harland Dixon (now in 
Hollywood, after a long session at 
the WB Vitaphone plant in Brook- 
lyn) and Ned McGurn, aided by Dan 
Brennan, the ‘Riviera Follies of 
1937’ isn’t burdened with too much 
stock material to hamper any shift- 
ing about. Fred Ahlert and Joe 
Young wrote the special song mate- 
rial and already ‘The Image of You’ 
and ‘I'm Happy Darling Dancing With 
You’ are asserting themselves on the 
nation’s radios. The introductory 
number also, ‘It’s the Smile That 
Gets Em’ is a very good audience 
song which likewise rates general 
attention. Incidentally, dating from 
the Cotton Club shows, nitery re- 
vues the nation over now go in for 





special scores with the knowledge 





that the tunes, if good, can become 
excellent free ads for the spot when 
song and production sources are 
credited under copyright provisions. 

Always known for his astute se- 
lection of lookers, Marden has an 
unusually pulchritudinous crop of 
houris on the rostrum. Wes Som- 
merfield does the vocal introduc- 
tories. He's a tenor of fine voice 
and appearance who should go 
places. 

Ben Yost’s Varsity 8, male octet, 
miss something on effectiveness of 
‘front’ by doing their amazing vocal- 
izing in formal summer flannels, in- 
stead of the military regalia so long 
their forte. That’s been the differ- 
ence between their OK showman- 
ship and being just a good octet. 
They should resurrect the boots and 
brevets even though the milk-white 
Suits may have impressed them or 
the management as being more sea- 
sonably informal. 

Nick Long, Jr. is teamed with 
Nadine Gae (sister of the Roxy’s 
dance-stager, Gae Foster) in Astaire- 
Rogers ballroomology. Long is more 
efiective in his solos. He's of musi- 
cal comedy timber, wherein he has 
had long experience, and lends con- 
siderable tone to this revue. 


: Paul Duke, cigaret magician, reg- 
isters; also Irene Beasley with her 
sohgs. She's heralded on her radio 
rep and manages nicely with a pop 
repertoire although blasting need- 
lessly into the mike. That can be 
controlled. 

Eddie Garr bit of a revela- 
tion as a cafe worker in that he’s 
gotten away from his mimicry to 
the degree he’s now essentially a 
comedian. It’s only for the routine 
encore that he does the imitations 
(where formerly that was the basis 
of his work), and then he mimes for 
laff purposes essentially. 

Mickey Alpert, erstwhile m.ce., 
maesiros the dance band and. does 
the perfunctory introductories. Lois 
Kay is vocalist with his band and 
Val Ernie’s Continentals alternate 
for the hoofology. 

Ensemble numbers are novel and 
freshly costumed. 

But primarily the Riviera, as a 
suburban inn, is in a class by itself 
on location, decor, architecture and 
modernity. ‘Neath-the-sky dancing 
possibilities, and exposures all 
around the circular interior, are all 
subject to lightning-quick protec- 
tion, by electrical control, so that 
the dome may be sealed and plate- 
glass walls keep rain, wind, etc. out, 
when and if. Capacity 800. No 
couvert, but a $3 and $4 minimum. 

Abel. 


VERSAILLES, N. Y. 


Club Versailles is one of the’ few 
smarter east side niteries to venture 
the summer season, and Nick Prou- 
nis, Arnold Rossfield, et al, are mak- 
ing a go of it. The cooling plant of 
course jis the prime help but basic- 
ally Nick and Arnold with Alfred, 
Roberto and the others at the door 
manifest how sturdily they’ve built 
up their institutional draw. 

So much so that despite the hoov- 
erized show the Versailles is doing 
all right. Harry Rosenthal’s major 
dansapation and Joe _ Rodriguez’s 
rhumbaists represent the prime in- 
vestments for entertainment. Milton 
Douglas m.c.’s and sings mosily for 
his chore and the Simpson’s Co. 
(New Acts) rounds it out with a 
puppet routine. The next new line- 
‘ip will comprise Judy Starr and 
Tony Martin. 

Douglas is an engaging juve al- 
though his choice of songs is against 
him. He makes it unnecessarily 
tougher for himself by teeing off 
with a couple of slow ones. He 
should use numbers more attuned 
to his metier and songs that are of 
the moment, rather than selected for 
whatever may have accounted for 
their presence. 

Versailles is due for some inten- 
sive internal face-lifting but that’s 
not going to jmpair the continuation 
of business over the summer prior 
to the fall season. Then, as usual, 
the big-act policy will be resumed. 
At the moment the spot is coasting 
nicely on the momentum created by 
its past flash investments. Abel. 


is a 


COLLEGE INN 


(HOTEL SHERMAN, CHICAGO) 
Chicago, Aug. 2. 

With this issue of its show, Col- 
lege Inn gets away from all-athietic 
events policy and goes nitery again. 
In setting up Frankie Masters’ band 
and Jackie Heller as headliners, it 
has a rare and happy combination. 
The band is swell for the spot, ar- 
rergements are excellent, and Mas- 
ters, himself, is a personable show- 
man in whatever he’s doing, be it 
singing, m.c.’ing, or just directing. 
Heller, back for his fourth run at 
the spot, is more mature in stage 
presence, better in voice, and differ- 
ent entirely from the giggling, sticky 
person he once was. Putting the two 
together the College Inn has some- 
thing. 

Heller begs off at every perform- 
ance while the requests are still com- 
ing thick, and fasti—yet he’s on long 
enough. 

Masters works al] through the 
show, and during the dance periods. 
Does the m.c. in easy manner and 





spots vocals during the dance pe- 


riods. 

With the band is, of course, a girl 
singer, Donna Dae—one who's get- 
ting quite a build-up ‘round town. 
Voice is just okay. Tapping, during 
her spot on the floor show, is tops. 
Costuming, huwever, is very bad. If 
she must wear her hair in its present 
off-the-face manner, and she 
shouldn’t, she‘d do better to wear a 
gown until time for the tap rou- 
tines, then slip it off. 

Frances Alice line of eight has re- 
placed the one Paul Bachelor had 
in allsummer. The current girls are 
all brunettes, well-matched, and good 
dancers. More, each is an accom- 
plished emotional actress. Such as- 
tonishingly virile expressions of gay- 
ety haven't been seen since the Viola 
Dana era of silent pictures. Line 
does two numbers—first a semi- 
Latin, and finale, a pleasant routine. 

Ahern Sisters with their eccentric, 
semi-comedy dance routines have to 
carry the whole humor load. Charles 
Carrer is the novelty, but has been 
around too often to be much of a 
surprise. Can’t take his cleverness 
away from him, though, and he’s a 
clicker from the time he juggles 
eight balls until he jogs ice cubes 
into 10-trayed goblets simultaneous- 
ly. Paced unusually fast, but the 
east with which his stunis are done, 
and the fact that he never misses 
makes him look just too good. 

Table tennis is still in and going 
over big. Champion Coleman Clark 
and challenger Bill Price do a nifty 
game, and an act that’s entirely okay 
for this spot. Loop. 


SNI-A-BAR, K. C. 


Kansas City, July 31. 


This out-of-town spot has blos- 
somed into heavy grosser since addi- 
tion of floor show. Show isn't a rave, 
but it’s pulling plenty. Features an 
out-of-doors layout, but the whole 
thing can be scooted to a pavilion in 
case of bad weather. They've had'to 
do it about two-thirds of the time 


in the last two weeks, breaking about 
even. But with a heat-wave moving 


in profits have mounted, Saturday 
(31) night the turnover was 1,100 
and the mob good spenders. No cover 
policy with week-night minimum of 
$1 and $1.50 Saturday. It will take 
warm weather in town to drive ’em 
out here and with the start August 
has biz should continue great. 


Show, produced by Jay Howard, 
consists of a single, double a line of 
10, an m.c. and Boyd: Raeburn’s 
band. It’s a breezy concoction and 
thoroughly satisfying. John Hale, 
who warbles and m.c.’s. accounts for 
the tempo. In fact, it’s his show 
from start to finish. The diminutive 
Hale has a fine voice and the custom- 
ers can’t get enough of him. He's 
good-looking with plenty of pep and 
steam. The mediocrity of the balance 
of the show is amply covered by 
Hale. And he’s the chap they'll be 
going out to see and hear. 


Two acts used are Pasquale and La 
Dorr, ballroom stuff, and Dorothy 
Maxwell, toe and taps; they're both 
on twice. Line is from Nick Boila’s 
‘Follies D’Amour’ and as seen here 
barely creep to an ‘all right’ rat- 
ing. It’s the routines, not the girls, 
at fault. 

Flesh will be kept here just as long 
as it draws. A group of three stroll- 
ers take care of intermissions. Rae- 
burn’s orch smack out danceable 
tunes, but mostly customers prefer 
to relax and keep cool. Hoyt. 


Nitery Placements 





Jack Mason, m. c., Ruth Osborne 
Troupe at the American Hotel, Long 
Beach, N. Y. 


Ozzie Nelson, Orch., Shirley Llovd, 
Lathrop Bros., Virginia Lee, Bob 
DuPont, Olympic Trio on the Hotel 
Astor Roof, N. Y. 

Dorothy Wilkens, singing accordi- 
onist, renewed for another month in 
on Room, Hotel New Yorker 
N. Y. 

Georgette Negrette, Portia Porter, 
Julio and Silvia comprise new show 
at the Club Yumuri, N. Y. 

Cleo Florenze, acro dancer, opens 
ae (4) at the Wivel Restaurant, 
N 


Two Jacks ‘Blue’ Streaks of 
Rhythm’ currently at Meadowbrook 
Club, Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 

Murray Greene Orchestra’ and 
Jeanne Austine at the Embassy Club, 
Bronx, N. Y. 

George Prentice added to the revue 
4 : Marden’s Riviera, Fort Lee, 

Georgie Tapps, next Paradise, N. 
Y., show opening in Sept. 

Red Skelton, Sybil Bowan, Chez 
Paree, Chicago, opening Aug. 20. 

Eddie Garr renewed for an indefi- 
nite stay at Ben Marden’s Riviera, 
Englewood, N. J. 

Fritz and Jean Hubert, Casa Ma- 
nana, Ft. Worth, Texas, for four 
weeks, opening Aug. 13. 

Frazee Sisters and Juhnny Weis- 
muller renewed for the run of Billy 
Rose’s Aquacade, Cleveland. 

Stroud Twins, Rainbow Room, 


atop Radio City, N. Y., for two 
weeks, starting Aug. 25. 
Oshins and Lessey go into the 


Blossom Heath Inn, Detroit, starting 
Friday (6). 

Caperton and Columbus go to the 
Surf Club, Virginia Beach, following 
their current date at Ross-Fenton 
Farms, Asbury Park, N. J. Harry 
Kilby agenting. 


New Acis 


WALDORF’S BOXING BEAR 
Animal Act 
€ Mins. 
Full Stage 
Met, Boston 

This bear recently got newsreel 
breaks. Those who saw the clip saw 
most of the act, but this film preview 
undoubtedly aroused some interest. 





it is kept short, 

Two men act as handlers for bear. 
Human opponent and another man 
handles announcements. The boxer 
itaps the bear on the chops during 
|four brief rounds in a special ring, 
;and the bear retorts with fairly light 
| taps, accurately aimed. Both take 
galls, and in the final round the bear 
| wins by a ‘knockout,’ 
| Apparently the bear is not mal- 
| treated in any way, likes the work 
|and he gives the kids a thrill. Looks 
like good possibility for circus work 
and niteries. Fox. 





SIMPSON’S MARIONETTES (2) 
Ciub Versailles, N. Y. 

Puppet shows as nitery acts have 
been a growing vogue in the past 
season or two and the Simpson's Co. 
act adds to the roster of impressive 
marionette presentations. Novelty of 
the Simpson’s is that they ‘expose’ 
their stuff, the man and woman per- 
mitting themselves to be _ visible 
above the miniature stage. 

This in itself is a good audience 
| idca, demonstrating how the strings 
and sticks manipulate the puppets. 
With. this novel idea as the basis, 
Simpson's Co, furthermore presents 
a novelty cavalcade of simple variety 
hokum, so that withal it’s a fetching 
interlude. Abel, 


UNIT REVIEWS 
_H’wood Night Club Revue 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 


Atlanta, Aug. 1. 

This one was cut from the same 
paitern used in patching together so 
many units that play the Hot Biscuit 
Belt. Excepting the fact that show 
dces not carry a line, it’s a replica 
of seven out of 10 units that come 
south. 

Top honors go to ‘Rainey,’ big 
German shepherd dog, which, under 
guidance of his master, O. F. Sheets, 
does a 10-minute turn. Animal is 
well trained and obeys commands. 
High spot of act comes when Sheets 
sends dog into audience, where he 
takes a straw hat off customer seated 
; on aisle, brings it back on stage and 
| then takes it back, finds the patron 
|and returns skimmer to him. 

Show opens with Chick Schloss, 
m.c., gagging a bit before bringing 
/on Mabel Bradley, personable 
| blonde, who does a so-so tap routine 
| to ‘Dream Boat.’ Youngster’s dancing 
is elementary, but she’s a_ looker. 
Gene McSweeney, baritone, follows 
with ‘Trust in Me.’ He should use 
the p.a. system. 

Schloss then introed Helen Dove 
in an interpretative ‘Poeiry in Mo- 
tion’ dance to ‘Two Guitars.’ Femme, 
a brunette, is quite graceful and 
does some sustained one-toe spinning 
that won her a good hand. 

An eccentric dance by young Eddie 
Lancaster to ‘I Never Knew’ was 
followed by a pleasing noveliy, Mar- 
vin French playing the eight-string 
electric steel guitar. 

Maurice Martin and Kay FEsslinger, 
dance team, then stepped out for a 
snappy bolero number to ‘Speakeasy 
Bolero.’ They scored okay, but stage 
was too dark and performers were 
hardly recognizable. 

Pand, four with show and seven 
house standby tooters, under direc- 
tion of ‘Red’ McEwing, then offered 
‘Basin Street Blues,’ drummer ‘Tiny’ 
Smith slipping off car to vocalize in 
front of mike with McEwing mixing 
in a bit of hot trumpeting. 

Helen Dove returned at this point 
in another interpretive dance, a toe- 
tap number to ‘St. Louis Blues.’ Girl 
is strikingly garbed in purple mascu- 
line outfit with a spangled coat, silk 
topper and frilly ruffles below her 
knees. It’s a fast number and she 
does some difficult slides on knees 
and splits. 

An inane skit is inserted here for 
no reason at all, Schloss and French 
being joined by Bob Corbett and 
Wilmuth Gray in a bit of hokum 
that boasted neither rhyme nor rea- 
son. Eddie Lancaster and Mabel 
| Bradley follow with a_ shim-sham 
|;number to ‘Bugle Call Rag.’ They 
| bow off, band strikes up ‘China 
| Boy’ and whole company, including 
Rainey, the smart pup, come back 
for usual cut-and-dried finale. 

Harry Farris, ventriloauist, billed 
out front, failed to join show as an- 
ticipated. A good, strong ventro act 
would hypo this unit immensely. 

Management re-routined whole 
show at No, 2 showing Sunday. They 
climinated Bradley virl’s single en- 
tirely, chopped the skit out. moved 
the dog way down next to the clos- 
ing spot and had Maurice and Kay 
substitute an Apache number for the 
one they did on the first show. Time 
on first show ran 42 minutes, elimi- 
nations cutting it down to 37, which 
didn’t hurt a bit. Unit is brand new, 
having been assembled for debut in 
Columbus. Ga., last week. 

Pie is ‘King of Gamblers’ (Par) 
and house was full with ropes heme 
ming in standees for first time this 
summer. Luch. 














It’s a good animal act, as is, because | 
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Prospects Look Brighter for Pros 


In WPA; Gillmore Talks Things Over 
With Mrs. Flanagan, Expects Results 


Following a session between Hallie 
Flanagan and Frank Gillmore last 
week, the situation in the WPA the- 
atre project over 
pected to favor 
were let out recently because of 
orders from Washington to reduce 
the payroll. That all of the profes- 
sionals who received pink slips will 
be reinstated is hardly anticipated, 
but not Gillmore conferred 
with Harry L. Hopkins in Washing- 
ton has there been a brighter out- 
look. 

Understood that Mrs. Flanagan, 


dismissals is ex- 
professionals who 


since 
aie 





who heretofore conducted the Fed- 
eral Theatre Project rigidly, dis- | 
played a much more cordial attitude 
to the actors’ representative, who is 
understood to have also spoken for 
other stage unions, as he did when 
visiting Washington recently and ac- 
quainted nat’ nal WPA adminis- 
trator Hopkins of the dilemma. It 
is hinted that the administrator 
came to New York subsequently and 
conferred with Mrs, Flanagan. 

In any event, the result was evi- | 
denced by Mrs. Flanagan's desire to | 
adjust. differences of opinion over 
the let-outs, so far as the eialain. | 
als involved are concerned. Likely 
that applications for reinstatement 
will be made available soon, and i 
is certain that any further changes 
in the FTP in New York will not be 
ronade without the voice of an actor’s 
representative. 

It was agreed that such a contact 
would be welcomed 
fheadquarters. To that person all 
@rofessionals will be able to present 
their complaints, if and when. 


‘There will also be a grievance com- | 


mittee composed of pros, which is 


expected to dispose of most disputes. | were spotted this time a year ago. 
This body will be along the lines of | 


a committee which has been func- 
tioning on the Coast for the past six 
‘months. Mrs. Flanagan is said to 
fhave subscribed to the ideas pre- 
sented, instead of falling back on the 


inelastic regulations set forth in 
Washington. 
Conference indicated that Mrs. 


Flanagan remains in charge of Fed- 
eral theatre stage relief, despite inti- 
mations from Washington when a 
recent shakeup placed Paul Edwards 
in New York as administrative offi- 
cer of the now combined white col- 
lar WPA projects. 

She declared there were not as 


many amateurs in the project as_ 


claimed by the »rofessionals. An- 


sponsible for the ‘breaking down’ of 
the data on the payroll, but offered 
to secure more exact figures from 
her statisticians. 

There is, however, one handicap to 
the reinstatement of the let-outs, and 
that hinges on the order from Wash- 
ington that the project shall not 
have more than 5% of non-relief 
people. It is known that a percent- 
age of actors never applied for home 
relief, qualifications for which are 
often difficult, but most did secure 
certificates of need. 

Another visit to Washington is an- 
ticipated, with the idea of getting a 
concession on the non-r_lief percent- 


age. If that is granted, the way for | 


reinstatements would be more easily 
opened. 





‘Awake’s’ Resort Tour 


Clifford Odetts’ ‘Awake and Sing,’ 
originally produced by the Group 
Theatre, is being revived for a four- 
week tour of the Jules Leventhal re- 
sort circuit. It is spotted at the! 


Empire, Providence, for current 
week (Aug. 2), with Brighton, 
Brighton Beach: Convention Hall, 


Asbury Park, N. J., and Garden 
Pier theatre, Atlantic City, N. J.. to 
follow. 

Cast includes Robert 
Henrietta Schnitzer, Morris 
berg, Sylvia Lupas, Ira Lee, Arthur 
Space, Harry Hanlon, Fred Kaufman 
and Lee Mintz. 





GIVING ‘MAN’ TRYOUT TEST 


‘Man With Nine Lives,’ new play 
by Harry Hamilton and Norman Fos- | 


ter, will be tested for four night 
beginning tomorrow (Thursday) 
the Golden Bough theatre, Carmel! 
Cal. 

Charles McCarthy has staged it. 


| the WPA’s balk told the Council to 


| and lobby and open as is. 


in the WPA | 


|away below par, 


| ealled them off. Latter were mostly 


’ | poison ivy test, 
other point at issue were the figures | 
and percentages brought forth, which | 
apparently concerned only the legits. | batch of new ones penciled in this 
Mrs. Flanagan said she was not re- | 


‘SERVICE’ WILL DEBUT 


| Shapes up as the best in years, with | 


|‘Room Service,’ 


Leonard, | | 
Stras- is bw 





ENOUGH IS ENOUGH 
WPA Balks After Spending $500,000 
on Atlanta Audi 

Atlanta, Aug. 3. 

Having put up coin at the rate of 
14 to 1 ($500,000 to $37,000) on the 
City Auditorium remodeling project, 
the WPA has flatly refused to con- 
tinue playing Santa Claus and 
finance the remodeling of the en- 
trance and lobby of the structure, 

L. B. Barrett, WPA director, in- 
formed Councilman John A. White, 
Public Buildings Committee chair- 
man, that the government would 
split the $183,000 expense for the 
new work with the city, but the 14 
to 1 ratio was out. 

Formal opening of the remodeled 
aude is set for Aug. 28. Mayor Wil- 
liam B. Hartsfield, when informed of 





slap some paint on the old entrance 





“3l Barn Season 
Below 30 Par; 
Only 80 Stands 


Current strawhat season has been 
with but 80 of the 
bucolic tryout and revival stands 
now operating as against 260 that 





Several which were to have started 
six-week seasons this month have 


experimental groups, offshoots of 
New York dramatic schools whose 
pupils wouldn’t go for the tuition, 
board and room tap which was okay 
in other seasons. 

Of the 80 currently operating, less 
than 25% are on the right side of 
the ledger for their first month, but 
figure current month, with greater 
influx of vacationists to the strawhat 
localities, will at least help balance 
the budget, if not bringing additional 
profits. 

Of some 20 new plays given the 
none have shown 
sufficient stamina to warrant Broad- 
way reproduction. There’s another 





month which are said to be better. 








EARLY DET. SEASON 


| 
Detroit, Aug. 3. 


Prospective legit season here 


1 
| 
4 | 
almost a two-month jump over pre- | 


, vious seasons in date for opening | 


show and with strong tentative list 
of plays lined up. 
Two attractions are already carded | 


for August at the Cass, town’s lone | 
First, | 


legit spot past two years. 


is scheduled for a 


‘two and a half-week stay, starting | 


Sunday (8). Following, house will | 
be turned over to roadshowing of 
‘The Firefly,’ starting Aug. 26, for at 
least three weeks. 

Other shows due at Cass, for which 
dates haven't been definitely set, in- 
clude ‘Show Is On,” ‘Fred- 


erika,” 


‘Tovarich,’ 


Letty.’ “The ‘King Richard | 


Regina,’ 


Women,’ 
‘Victoria 
fake It with You,’ 
‘Ziegfeld Follies’ 


Stebbins’ ‘Murder’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 3. 
‘Merely play by A. E. 
| Thomas, has been taken by Rowland 
| Stebbins. 


around Xmas. 


Murder,’ 


| [t wiil be produced on Broadway 
| this fall, 


‘Babes in Arms,’ ‘Leaning On | 


‘You Can't | 
‘Brother Rat’ and | 





That Washburn Again 





After two seasons of heavy 
plugging of the ‘Abbott Stock 
Co.’, in his publicity, Charlie 
Washburn has apparently put 
the idea over at last. Postcard 
came into the Abbott office last 
week reading: ‘Could I take up 
acting and drama at your place. 
Yours truly, ...... “ 

Understood the producer has 
asked Washburn for samples of 
his handwriting. 











4 NEW PLAYS 


BEING PREPPED. 


Although the coming season stiil 
two or three 
straight plays may arrive on Broad- 
way by early September, first actual 
entrant probably being the musical 
‘Virginia,’ at the Centre (Aug. 31). 
Possibility to beat it in is ‘Never 
Trouble Trouble,’ being readied by 
John Golden. It is due to try out 
Aug. 17. If the 
comedy is regarded to be in shape 
it would be presented in the Golden 
theatre shortly thereafter. Play is 
by Katherine Hilliker and H. H. 
Caldwell and was previously known 
as ‘Little Stranger’ and ‘You Little 
So and So.’ 

A. H. Woods has ‘Rhyme Without 
Reason’ scheduled for early showing, 
with the 48th St. mentioned, but no 
rehearsal date has been set. Salary 
bond has been filed with Equity by 
Paul Martin for a play called ‘On 
Location,’ which is also slated for 
early display. It was authored by 
Samuel R. Golding, a New York at- 
torney. ‘Susan and God,’ which 
Golden tried out last spring, may 
enter rehearsals late this month, 


looks unusually. late, 


at Brighton Beach, 





Stagehands, Musicians 


Scale Remain Same 
Next Legit Season 





Wage scales for stage hands and 
musicians in legit theatres in New 
York for the coming season will 


probably remain as is. Managers and 
unions have been operating with a 
basic agreement for several seasons 
and it is reported that neither side 
has asked for a conference, indicat- 
ing there are no differences over the 
existing rates. 

In some other stands, however, 
stage hands are seeking to rescind 
the cut that has been operative for 
the past several seasons. Boston local 
in particular has objected, the 
former scale having been cut eight 
percent. Managers counter the pro- 
posed boost by claiming that busi- 
ness in the Hub has not increased 
enough to warrant the wage lift. 





‘Skinner’s ‘Candida’ Using 


Cornell’s Props, Scenery 





Frank McCoy will handle produc- 


| tion for Cornelia Otis Skinner in a 
| revival of 


‘Candida’ for a _ once 
around of the resort circuit, opening 
| Aug. 9 at the Empire; Providence. 

Skinner revival will have scenery 
and props of the, Katharine Cornell 
; production, renting deal having been 
made between McCoy and Guthrie 
| McClintock. 


| 


‘Penny Wise’ Next 


| For Hedgerow Group, 


Next production at Hedgerow the- 
|atre, Moylan-Rose Valley, Pa., will 
be ‘Penny Wise.’ Play will open 
Aug. 16. 

Hedgerow’'s follow up will be the 
American premiere of Robert Bren- 
nan’s ‘Bystander.’ opening Sept. 14. 

Company has completed two weeks 
|} of its four-week Shaw cycle. with 
| business best in the group’s history. 
Second week topped all previous fig 

ures by 20%. 


| 


‘MEN’S’ BREAK-IN 
‘Calling All Men,’ musical satire 
on escort bureau gag which Leonard 
Sillman is producing, will get under- 
way at Asbury Park, N. J., Aug. 16. 


| ita 
| 


After three additional weeks out. it 


will steer into a Broadway house 





| 


! show business delivering public lec- 


—— | 


Equity's 38 Unauthorized Strikers 
On WPA Retain Lawyers for Defense 


Plenty Variety 


Schenectady, Aug. 3. 


A magician has been added to the 
list of outstanding personalities in 





Equity members who disregardeg 
its orders and participated in a one- 
day strike several weeks ago in pro- 
test over reduction of the WPA 
theatre project will face the Council 
next Tuesday (10) to show cause 
why they should not be disciplined. 
There have been 38 players in- 
structed to be present and 





tures at the Mohawk Drama Festi- 


val’s Institute of the Theatre on sheets answer 
: Union College campus. John Mul- charges. 
holland, president of the American Paradox in the situation is that 


| 





| 


to the attractions which he presented | cerned 





| doubt that the British censor would | 


Society of Magicians gave an illus- 
trated talk in the Old Chapel, Sun- 
day night (1). 

Mulholland followed Walter Hamp- 
a Mrs. John W. Alexander, cos- 
tume designer; and Barrett H. Clark, 


two of the people on relief who 
joined the ‘strike’ have secured the 
services of attorneys of note to de. 
fend them. Lawyers are Arthur Gar- 
field Hays, who has been mentioned 
in a number of matters concerning 





of the Dramatists Guild. Lecturers! Equity, and Harry Sacker, who 
on the two concluding Sundays will| specializes in representing labor 
be Sheldon Cheney, theatre historian,| unions. Whether counsel is to be 


and Charles D. Coburn, director and 
co-founder of the Mohawk Festival. 


Hope to Settle 
Liegteld Estate yoni. Soro 
By Sale of Plays snd. ecedent was expected to be 


Curious angle to the matter is 
that few, if any, Equityites in WPA 
are paying dues, having been ex- 
cused from such obligation until ap- 
Florenz (Flo) Ziegfeld, Administra- Pearing in shows regularly. Should 

cies ; i they be suspended, therefore, or 
tor William S. Coffey will hold a sale |fined, such punishment could only 
of whatever rights the showman had apply if and when the players con- 


secure engagements in a 
| commercial production. 

Joseph Kramm and Alfreda Sill 
are the FTP players under charges 


'paid is not indicated, but both ad- 
dressed letters to Equity asking per- 
mission to attend the hearing, and 
| setting up a defense for their clients, 

Letters from the attorneys were 
discussed at this week’s council ses- 
sion (Tuesday), when it was indi- 
cated that the requests would be re- 
fused. Equity’s custom has been not 
to permit outside attorneys to de- 











In an effort to settle the estate of 


or was interested in. Sale, which 
will be held in the courthouse, White 
Plains, N. ¥., Thuraday (5), is simi- | who retained attorneys. It was 


lar to that which wound up the es- | claimed that when the stoppage for 
tate of C. B. Dillingham. Both prod-| one night, principally in legit at- 
ucers made millions, but both died | tractions, was determined some of 
ithose alleged to have disobeyed 

broke. os Benge : ee 
f a ae zi t b Equity’s instruction not to partici- 

BP cg Sma poaeray pe te angen me (pate could not even penetrate the 
s assets wer : : ; ei 

and since that time William S. Cof- | tage agi ogy) pads dn o epadipggaate 


tae | ists. They say they could not enter 
fey has attempted to liquidate any the Ps ds ” stated however, that 
claims so that the liabilities might . : 


‘ yee 3 the picketing: was conducted mainly 
be reduced. Creditors, however, re- by WPA people not in the theatre 
ceived little. One item was for $5,- ay : : + 

: project. On the night in question 
000, that being a settlement of the | none of the legit shows in the thea- 
claim that the estate would share in ‘on oe oak hn seeds hides roa 
royalties from the Shuberts for the vaudevitie Galt yen th WPA > «ee 
right to produce ‘Ziegfeld Follies.’ | 4:4 : . dt ne 
Billie Burke, widow of Ziegfeld, de- | °'* 8° °- 


ait eee the case rather than | 
ave it drag through the courts, an- 
Philly Expects Plenty 
Of New Season Shows 


other reason teing that she is resid- | 
Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 


ing on the Coast. 
Indications that Philly will be 


Plays mentioned by the adminis- 
trator start with ‘A Parlor Match’ 

wanted by a number of producers 
next season are causing Sam Nird- 


and end with ‘Palm Beach Nights.’ 
‘The Pink Lady,’ although in which 
Klaw and Erlanger, and latterly Er- | !"8et. operator of the Erlanger here, 
until 1931, there having been a revue some real shows, Nirdlinger is at- 
the ‘Midnight Frolics,’ in which the | the past seasons. 

for three months, the Erlanger is the 
LONDON ‘TOBACCO’ [terday. 

booked a 
of Pennsylvania’s Mask and Wis 


Included are “The French Maid’ 
(4.nnz Held) and ‘Papa’s Wife,’ also 
others were interested. Same goes 
for all the original ‘Follies’ in which 
. ..»| to take his time on fall and winter 
langer, were interested. ‘Follies : 
series start with 1908 and continue bookings. In a good spot to get 
: , , tempting to avoid try-outs, for which 
with that title almost every season | xy ; 
in the interim. Included also are } he house has been used mainly iu 
Erlangers were also interested. With the two Shubert houses, 
Lowest bid acceptable is $7,500. Chestnut and Forrest, booked solid 
only open theatre in town. Work on 
demolition of the Broad began yes- 
UNCERTAIN, ta ie Aged ge 
Norman bel Geddes musical fov 
| three weeks in October, University 
| show for Thanksgiving week and 2 
expressed road show pic in February. 














Sam Grisman, 
one week in 


back after staying | 
London, 





‘Faustus’ H. O. in Atlanta 


Atlanta, Aug. 3 
Excellent performances won the 


pass “Tobacco Road’ for 


showing. 


West End) 
Drama played six weeks | 
at the tiny Gate theatre, which does 
not come within the scope of the| 





|censor, Other plays have been pre-| Plaudits of critics and a two-day 
sented in that spot because of that} holdover for *‘Tragical ‘Historie = 
situation, Manager ventured to | Dr. Faustus, presentation vf oa 
guess that it may be a year before Federal Theatre Projec'! at the Al 
the final answer will be given| lanta theatre. Show was skedded for 
whether ‘Road’ will be allowed to five days, but ran seven, ending to- 


play commercially there. night (3). 

Second company of ‘Road’ closed; Walter Armitage, who showed and 
last Saturday (31) after a fair week | 4!S0 directed the production, was 
in Asbury Park. where the gross was| 8'ven able support by Roy Elkins 
quoted at $8,800. That resort has} Evelyn Eden, Maurice Fain, Edwir 
been topping Atlantic City for legit | Peeples, John I. Williams and Susan 
attractions this season. Latter spot! Falligant. Chorus was made up by a 
had the show at the Garden Pier for| bevy of local socialites, while debu- 
two weeks for an average of ap-j; tante Martha de Golian was the pre- 
proximately $6,000. miere ballerina. 

‘Calling All Men,’ tried out at} Cast was drawn from Atlaria, 
Cape Cod, was slated to go into the| Birmingham, Ala., and New Yor! 


Pier theatre for two weeks, but some} WPA theatre units and the Atlani4 
question over posting the salary bond! Theatre Guild, which 


the 





spons mS 





has set the date back. 


‘FTP here. 
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AAAA’S SURPRISE COMEBACK 








Outdoor 


Legit attractions are regularly be- 
ing presented Sunday nights at the 
municipal stadium, Randall's Island, 
N. Y., for the first time since such 
shows were legalized by the state 
last year. Players in the Gallo- 
Shubert operetta revivals receive 
extra pay for that appearance and 
do not play Mondays, as required by 
the statute. 

When Sundays were okayed for 
legit by the state after a campaign 
of 20 years, Equity blocked such per- 
formances by permitting its mem- 
bers to appear only if paid two- 
eights of a week’s salary for the 
performance which meant an ad- 
ditional one-eighth. Other’ stage 
unions virtually followed suit, al- 
though stage hands and musicians 
receive regular wages for Sundays 
in film and other theatres. 

Managers immediately realized that 
the additional costs nixed the Sun- 
day law. Last season several at- 
tractions opened on Sunday night to 
avoid premiere conflicts, but no show 
was regularly presented on that eve- 
ning. Only other legiters given were 
performances in aid the the Stage 
Relief Fund, but there was an ex- 
ception made for ‘The Eternal Road’ 
last spring because of its religious 
theme and the fact that the actors 
and stage hands agreed to play with- 
out additional salary. 

Conventien Skipped It 


From time to time the Sunday 
show matter has arisen, with the idea 
that Equity will change its attitude 
for the general welfare of show 
business. Curiously enough, the topic 
was not brought up at the first legit 
theatre convention, but will probably 
be discussed at length at the second 
meet next spring, if not before. That 
the newly created American Theatre 
Council will touch on Sundays is un- 
likely, since that group was not 
projected for the purpose of handling 
controversial subjects. 

At Randall’s Island, as at Long 
Beach, which is operated by the 
same management, the shows are 
on a stock basis. Under that rating, 
10 performances weekly are per- 
mitted, but only six are given, there 
being no matinees. At the Island the 
cast receives 1-10th extra pay and 
the chorus gets one-eighth extra for 
the Sunday shows. Performances 
start on Tuesday and Sunday night. 
At the Beach, openings are on Mon- 
days and closings Saturday. At the 
resort, Sunday night shows were 
tried last season but dropped. On the 
Island, however, business on that 
night, has been good because of 
proximity to the city. 


EQUITY CONCESSION 
FOR FRITZ] SCHEFF 





Insiead of collecting 
from Fritzi Scheff when she ap- 
peared with the St. Louis muny 
opera for one week in ‘The Prince 
of Pilsen, Equity all but cancelled 
the debt. Former operetta star com- 
plained bitterly to her representa- 
tive in New York over the associa- 
tion’s claim, but neglected to advise 
him that Equity had made a healthy 
concession. 

Miss — who has not appeared 


back dues 


on the stage for some years, ex- 
hibited a ‘te ‘tier from Richard (Dick) 
Berger, managing director of the 
pera outfit, to the effect that her 





h: L ’ € 

pack dues amounted to $112.50 and 
‘Mat, under the general manazerial 
arrangement between manazers and 


the associati on, the money would be | 


deducted from her solo week's 


ary. She failed to indicate that she 
wrote Equity and asked for a con- 
cession because of the scarcity of 
ner €ngagemenis, nor that it was 
granted. 

Re ly sent Miss Scheff. carrying 
F ank Gillmore’s enaiure, was to 
\ eifect that she ‘could name her 
©Swn figure. Letier stated that the 
Pack dues would be reduced to $30. 

hicn she permitied to pay off at 

ra ft $b kly if and when 


= OF VW é 
sne as Other engavenents. 


sal- | 


Operetta Is First Legit 
To Regularly Play Sundays in N. Y. 


os 


UNKNOWN EVEN 





Accidental Comedy: 





Best laugh, unexpected, at 
premiere of ‘The Student 
Prince’ in the open air at Ran- 


dall’s Island, N. Y., last week, 
was copped by Frankiyn Fox. 
As the dignified prime minister, 
he was about to address the 
king when a gust of wind blew 
the actor’s cape over his head. 

Back of the scenes the comics 
squawked, so for the other per- 
formances Fox anchored the 
cape with pins. 





Gillmore’s New Status May 


Officers — Dalzell, 
Holt Talked About for 
Actors Equity Leadership 





PLENTY OF PROBLEMS 








Most startling development within 








CH EV ALIER IN | America last week and there is little | 
doubt that i indi 


FOLLIES’ FOR 
SHUBERTS? 


Shubert production schedule for 
next season has again been re- 


arranged and ‘Hooray for What?’ is 


now announced as the Winter Gar- 
den’s first attraction in 


Previously slated for that Broadway | 


spot was ‘Between the Devil.’ Next 
‘Follies’ was also figured for . the 
Garden, though it probably will not 
be ready until late fall or winter. 
Maurice Chevalier is reported en- 
gaged for this revue and, if he ap- | 
pears, the ‘Follies’ will have a heavy | 
cast, since Willie and Eugene 


Howard, Gypsy Rose Lee, Florence | 


Desmond and Steve Garay are the 
other names. Latter two are from 
London, 

Lee Shubert announces 16 new 
productions for the coming season, 
11 of which are classed as musicals. 
Among them will be ‘Three Waltzes.’ 
‘Yippi’ and ‘Balalaika,’ a 
London hit, 


were recently acquired by Para- 
mount. 
If the musical schedule is com- 


pleted, Broadway will have more 
tune shows than for years, since 
there are several managers with 
plans for such attractions. 

Shuberts also announce 
Cantor in a musical daied for 1938-39 
the world’s fair season. 


Ey. Marshall Chiseling 





the fall. | 


current | 
screen rights for which | 


Eddie | 


theatrical unionism ever was that 
which virtually recreated the As- 
sociated Actors and Artistes of 


radio was the indirect 
amalgamator. Plan to make the Four 
A’s the dominant factor was known 
|} to but few within the organization, 
| but its acceptance was even more 
| striking. 

Several alert leaders in the Screen 
Actors Guild and Equity are credited 
with the move. They realized that 
the two organizations have the pre- 
| ponderant voting power in the 

| Four A’s because they have more 
| members than all the other af- 
filiated unions combined. Nothing 
was said about the International 
Board, which is the controller of the 
| Four A’s, but that committee’s mem- 
| bers are virtually the same as those 
of the parent organization. 








When Kenneth Thomson came in 
| from Hollywood armed with a SAG 
okay of the plan, all Equity’s Council 
| needed do was to accevt, which was 

|done pronto. Frank Gillmore then 
agreed to continue at the head of the 
Four A’s, which has the basic charter 
of the American Federation of Labor 
for stage, screen and radio. Equity, 
by rclinquishing its jurisdiction of 
| radio, paved the way for the organ- 
| izing of that field, which will now be 
speeded. It will receive a franchise, 
| the same as Equity, SAG and other 
|} unions, from the Four A’s. Equity 
pointed out that it reserves the tele- 
| vision jurisdictional rights, although 
,;some change in that stand may 
/eventuate. American Federation of 
| Radio Artists is virtually set as the 
name of the proposed new union. 


Gillmore, Dulzell, Holt 


When Gillmorers new status was 
| established, an executive to take 
|over most of his duties at Equity 
| was immediately broached. He will 
' not resign the Equity presidency, to 
| which he was recently re-elected for 
three years, according to present 
| plans, but it is figured that by No- 
vember he will be devoting most of 


That Midriff for B’ way his time to the Four A’s. 


Ft. Worth, Aug. 3. 

It'll be a Everett 
Marshal! who reports back on Broad- 
way in the fall. 

Baritone, signed for the Shuberts’ 
‘Three Waltzes,’ 
with Jack Willis, former lig 
heavyweight pug, at his Lake Wert 
place here. Singer has taken off four 
inches of midriff thus far by boxing 


wasp-waisted 


167 to 158 pounds. 


Marshall currently is yodeling for | 


Billy Rose’s Casa Manana Revue. 





‘Greenwood to Again 
Tour ‘Leaning Letty’ 


Charloite Greenwood will take to 
the road again with ‘Leaning On 
Letty, musical version of ‘Post 
Road,’ opening in Philly Sept. 20. 

Later 
comedy by 


in season she will do a new 
Walter Hackett, with 


songs by Martin Broones. Latter i 
husband and manager of Miss Green- 


wood, 


re cy by Temp. 


Hea wed = off Bron x Theat cept picture engagement Whether 
Guild’ season at the Winter Gard ‘Susan’ engagement is definite or 
3ronx, which was se* to start ri ere @e SAG matters which he, 
week (2). attend to on the Coast. Play 

Group set season Vack until after is slated to go into rehearsal late thi 


Labor Day. 


is working out =e 


Emily Holt. who is an attorney and 
whose clear thinking and personality 
has meant much in Equity affairs, is 
mentioned as returning and col- 
laborating with executive secretary 
Paul Dulzell in handling the associa- 
tion maiters. Mrs. Holt resigned a 

(Continued on page 57) 





THOMSON GOING 


land fencing. Weight is down from | 


Kenneth Thomson, sec- 
retary of the Screen Actors Guild, 
who was an imporiant figure in the 
reorganization of the Four A’s, a 
move decided on when plans for 
organizing a radio artists union were 
crystallized, will return to Los An- 

s Thursday (3). Deal for him to 
appear in ‘Susan and God,’ in which 
John Golden will star Gertrude 
Lawrence, is still pending. 

If Thomson returns to the stage, it 
may be temporerily and he will se- 
cure a leave of absence from SAG, 
inder an arrangement he has with 


organization. He 


executive 


may also ac- 


WITHIN EQUITY 


Mean Shifting Around of | 
Mrs. | 


| 


j 
| 





| aimed 





BACK TO COAST 


| regulation 








‘st Louis Citizens Form Committee 


To Build Town Into 25 Week Legit 
Stand; Will Guarantee Attendance 





Just Big-Hearted 





When Edward Clark Lilley 
signed to stage the book of 
‘Virginia,’ Schwartz - Stallings 
musical readying for the Cen- 
ter Theatre, N. Y., after lengthy 
dickering, he agreed on a 
smaller fee than he first asked. 
Couple of days later Ken Hy- 
att, in charge of production, 
called Lilley and informed him 
the Rockefellers had decided to 


give him what he had first 
asked. 
Explained they ‘wanted him 


to feel satisfied.’ 











7 NEW EQUITY 
MEMBERS IN 
VIRGINIA 


In the cast of ‘Virginia,’ which 
started rehearsals at the Center, N.Y. 
last week, a check-up showed that 
seven players were not members of 
Equity. It was explained that non- 
members were either from England 
or Hollywood and that they would | 
be required to join the association | 
before the operetta opens. That calls 
for the payment of a $50 initiation 


> 





fee, plus the first half year’s dues, 
or $9, 

Laurence Stallings, 
original book of the Rockefeller- 
backed operetta, may not figure in 
another stage authorship assignment 
for some time, having entered into 
an option contract with Metro for 
three years. He will not go to the 
coast until after ‘Virginia’ opens, 
Aug. 31. 

Owen Davis, who edited and col- 
laborated on the book, is now equally 
billed with Stallings on the Center’s 
house boards, Albert Stillman is sup- 
plying the lyrics to the score ot 
Arthur Schwartz, 


— oo 


R.R.’S SHELVE PROPOSAL 
TO LIMIT BAGGAGE CARS 


Trunk Lines Ass'n, 
of execs of railways east of the 
Mississippi, has tabled a motion 
at the limitation of baggage 
cars furnished to theatrical com- 
panies. In railroad circles it is be- 
lieved that the plan will be pigeon- 
holed indefinitely, or voted down. 


who wrote the 





which consists 





ful 


St. Louis, 
Plan to stimulate interest in 


Aug. 3 
road 
shows and create a general upbeat 
of legit which sponsors are 
will eventually mean two-week 
stands here and probably will result 
in two local theatres for legit, has 
been launched here by a dozen busi- 
nessmen, 


certain 


State charter will soon be applied 


for by Playgoers of St. Louis, as the 
new organization will be known, and 


the first committee will be asked to 
recruit 100 charter spqnsors who, in 
turn, will extend a géneral invita- 
tion to local show-goers, with the ob- 
ject of creating a membership of 
several thousand. 

General plan calls for member- 
ship which will cost $1 to de- 
fray general expenses, to guaran- 
tee purchase of 5,000 seats weekly 
for each legit show coming in. Cleri- 
cal staff will reserve and mail seats 
for all members forwarding checks 
and this will save time and worry 
for those desiring to see a particular 
show. Seats, a minimum of two for 
each member, will not be limited to 
the orchestra, but may be reserved 
in any section of the house. 


Word-of-Mouth 


Paul Beisman, local legit mgr., be- 
lieves word-of-mouth advertising by 
the large membership will gener- 
ate sufficient interest so that every 
play presented here will be 
sured b.o. success, Sponsors are cer- 
tain that whether the American, 
town’s only legit theatre, the Munici- 
pal Auditorium, or some other house 
is used, the plan will attract lots of 
out-of-town patrons and will not 
only revive night life in downtown 
section but also stimulate biz for 
merchants in general. 

United Booking Office, New York, 
which has been routing legit shows 
to the Americar. theatre, has given 
its approval to the plan, which was 
outlined to execs in New York by 
Beisman., 


Mayor Dickmann, who is one of 
the sponsors of the scheme, publicly 
stated that support of the enierprise 
will help bring the cream of stage 
productions to St. Louis, if producers 
can be guaranteed adequate atiend- 
ance and thus provide for a full fall 
and winter season of 25 weeks. 


an as- 


May Spread 

It is believed that when the 
move is demonstrated to be success- 
the idea will be taken up in 
other cities where legit has not done 
so well in recent years and may re- 
sult in a genera! revival of the stage. 

First committee of Playgoers of 
St. Louis is composed of Henry W. 
iel, pres. Max Koenigsberg, dir. 
and M. E. Holderness, treas. of 


local 





Showmen_were concerned when it | Municipal Theatre Ass‘n.; Thomas N. 


was repor ({#d that a proposal had 
| been made to the effect that not 
more than two baggage cars be 
alloted gratis to any show, regard- 
less of the number 
volved. 
becomes operative large 


of people in- | 
It was stated that if such a} 


| musicals would be foreed off the | 
road or greatly curtai sates since the 
scale rate for cars carrying produc- 


tions would entail too high a cost. 
that passengers 


rail svsiems have 


It was known 
agents of leading 


expressed themselves as opposed to-| 


the baggage car curtailment plan, 
which had been suggested once be- | 
fore. 


BARTLETT ‘WALTZES’ EAST 


Hollywood, Aug. 3 

Michael Bartlett will go _ east 
early in September for rehearsal 
of ‘The Three Wat‘zes’” in which 
he is to be starred under the Shu- 
bert banner, opening on Broadway 
Oct. 20. 

Play is running now in Paris. 

‘ 

t 


h Yvonne Printemps in the lead. 


Dysart, pres. St. Louis Chamber of 
Commerce; Frank M. Mayfield, pres. 
Associated Retailers; David R. Cal- 
houn, Jr., dir. of Merchant's Trans- 
portation Ass’n.; Fred E. Winsor, 
Outdoor Advertising Co; John Ring, 


Jr., dir. of ‘Visit St. Louis’ bureau 
of "Chamber of Cornmerce; G. Gor- 
don Herstlet, pres. Advertising Club; 
Eugene D. Ruth, Jr. pres. Real 
Estate Exchaage; William Vicior, 
pres. St. Louis Hotel Ass'n. and 
Mayor Dickmann. 


McClintic In and Qut 


Guthrie 


McClintic is expecied in 
town today (Wednesday) and will 
probably announce his first produce 
tion of the season. Was on the 

| Coast for a week conferring with 
ac and authors. Returned t 
Satur lay (31) and left immed ely 
for Martha’s Vineyard, Mass. 

Had been planning ») ‘“Biind 
Man's Buff’ as h tarter, 
but may do anothe jOW ce- 
pending on whether he can get an 


English femme star for the lead, 


| 
| 
| 
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6 VARIETY 
forth as a gay boulevardier under 
TWO TIME MARY the name of Christian. 
Skowhegan, Aug. 2. On one of these periodic excur- 
‘Two Time Mary, Owen Davis’ ; sions, Christian meets Suzanne, who 


latest play, presented by the Lake- 
wood Players as their 485th produc- 


|for that same evening. 


tion, is his first farce since ‘Nervous | 


Wreck. For characters Davis has 
taken a lunatic household ruled by 


a managing mother who has trained | 


her 
and even her servants to act as a 
football team in blocking any oppo- 
sition to her plans. When she de- 
cides that her old daughter Nancy 
shall break her engagement to young 
Bill Farrington, because of the ar- 
rival of a wealthy suitor in their 
home, she finds support from all her 
family except her niece Mary, who 
decides to tell the truth about every- 
thing at the wrong time. 


husband, her three daughters | 


With a sound basic scene the play | 
is filled with farcical situations, and | 


the enthusiasm vith which it was 
received at the first performance 
augurs well for a Broadway produc- 
tion in the autumn. Owen Davis, Jr., 
is the guest star of the week in his 


; Costumes, 


j ard; 


father’s play, while Dorothy Bernard, | 


as the mother, A. H.. Van Buren, the 
husband, and Charles Farrell, former 
picture star, is -$he wealthy youth. 
Marian Shockley >lays the title role 
and others in the cast are Day Eliot 
as Nancy, while Marita and Daphne 
Sylvia, twin daughters of Madam 


is waiting for her escort. They strike 
up an acquaintance, and make a date 
But Chris- 
tian doesn’t keep the date, and Su- 
zanne, a rather resourceful girl, 
starts a man-hunt of her own, the 
trail leading her to Christian’s home. 
The dialog is extremely witty in 


| ‘Kingdom’ is a little play written by 
| Arthur Smith for amateur perform- 





parts, especially in the closing scenes. | 


As for the acting, de Vestel’s skill- 
ful handling of a rather difficult role 
was swell. He has just the right 
Gallic accent to add to his urbane 
charm. Doris Daiton’s Suzanne was 
excellent, but feminine acting hon- 
ors go to Valentine Vernon for her 
portraval of Lucette. Marcello. 


1/3 OF THE NATION 


Poughkepsie, N. Y., July 30. 
Living Newspaper play (11 scenes) by Ar- 
thur Avent, directed by Harold Bolton; set- 
tine and technical direction, Howard Bay; 
Mary Merrill: lighting, Feder; 
choreography, VTamiris: music, Clair Leon- 
percussion, Shirley Graham. Presented 
by Federal Summer theatre at Vassar Col- 

lege, Poughkeepsie, N, Y., July 30, °37. 
Cast: Franklin Raymond, Clarence Talbot, 
Eugene Stone, Rainey Bennett, Dvo Seron, 
William Sully Manuel Manisoff, Rachel 
Gulley, Adelaide Cyman, Cyde Waddell, Ed- 


win Michaels, Eliet Duvev, Frederick Mor- 

|} row Manuel Aparicio, Helen Fuller, Bess 
Whitcomb, Francis Verdi, Mary V. Hein- 
lein, Jack Rennick, William Carbone, Scott 
McLean, Milton Wein, Richard Fulmer, Eu- 
zene Stone, Herbert Ashion, Jr., William 
Tennyson, Michael Slane, William Pollard, 
John Cameron. William Perkins, Michael 
Adrian, Lorin Raker, Marion Brooks. 


Marguerita Sylvia, are the twin sis- | 


ters, Jessie and Jenny, John Ham- 
mcid Dailey, Ben Lackland, Jessa- 


mine Newcombe, Beatrice Graham | 
and David Shelley round out the 
cast. The play was staged under | 


Melville Burke's direction. 


Hend. 





THE SECRET HEART 


Newport, July 27. 
A new comedy in three acts by Yvan Noe, 
translated from the French by Blythe Par- 













Circumstances surrounding 


| age big city. 


' stitute a complete and 


musie for piano and organ by Clair 
Leonard provides an apt running 
commentary. 

‘1/3 of the Nation’ is especially in- 
teresting when viewed after another 
drama on housing, ‘Kingdom cf 137.’ 


ance in the East Side slum district, 
and because it was staged non-pro- 
fessionally in a basement, most of 
the public did not know about it. 








—————— | 


Al Fresco Operetta Opens in N. Y,, 
May Be Stymied by Poor Conditions 





By JOE SCHOENFELD 





Arent states the facts behind poor 
housing. Smith created a crude and | 
exciting emotional drama out of 
these same facts. Taken together, 
the two plays may be said to con- 
important 
study of living conditions in the aver- 
Paul. 


LET THE MARE RUN 
Fitchburg, Mass., Aug. 2. 


‘Let the Mare Run,’ by Marian 


| Grant and Robert Perry, premiered | 


here tonight by the Manhattan Play- 


| ers, is one of the best of the straw- 
| hat crop from this area this season, 


| but 


the | 


production of this latest Living News- 
paper drama set it apart from other | 


‘issues’ in the series. But there is 


no perceptible difference in quality. 


sens and Agnes Morgan. Staged at the 
Newport Casino theatre, Newport, R. 1.. 
duly 27, .°S? Directed by Miss Morgan; 
sett igs by Emeline Clark Roche. i 
CABMUGNE + 5 £4 0 dbavadioeeassibes Philip Tonge 
Leavcett .. Valentine Vernon 
PROOF. 6 a 6 04 604660688 .-.Hayden Rorke 
hs oe reer eS er --Charles Trexler 
CRISES... «sk snss -.-Guy de Vestel 
POS .. F505 568 esses «++---Doris Daiton | 
BRmme.. JOULARIR. . ccccccscaeee Beatrice Terry | 
WRN boa ba 60s Sedecames baa Bettina Cerf 
PO a:8s cod 0d beams Elizabeth Dean Farray 
ORI bcd owes eK bes imhetaed Franklin Gray 


This Parisian interlude is pleasant | 


enough comedy, but the chances are 
it will have a limited appeal. It is 
smart stuff and borders close to 
satire, but is rather threadbare in 
plot. 

The principal character, M. de 
Jourdian, is one of those dual per- 
sonalities, a middle-aged chap as 
meek as a mouse at one glance, and a 
gay roue at another. As a respect- 
able citizen, de Jourdian is employed 
in the office of the Ministry of Ag- 
riculture. Once a month, with clock- 
like regularity, de Jourdian forsakes 
everything—domestic strife, shabby 
clothes and office cares and blossoms 

















Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
Berkshire Hotel, New York 











‘1/3 of Nation’ ranks easily with such 
efforts as ‘Injunction Granted’ 
‘Power’ and, in  forcefulness 
compression, is perhaps even better. 

Script was again written by Ar- 


| Jr. 


and | 
and | 
|} the puny, 


thur Arent on strictly factual mate- | 
rial and employs the theatrical de- | 
| vices, familiar by now, of a Voice of 


the Living Newspaper, stylization in 
setting, projection of slides on a 


screen, scrambled chronology and so | 


on. It is all frankly non-realistic, 
and tremendously effective. 

Topic up for discussion this time 
is housing. 
tics seem to support him, that one- 
third of the nation lives under un- 
Sanitary conditions. New York is 


not in the hit class, 
shows some promise. 

It is good theatre, and in quick, 
infrequent flashes there are tinges 
of greatness in its plot, but even 
with a big name cast it is doubtful 
if the whole fabric is strong enough 
to support a winter season run. As 
a matter of fact, a commendable 
cast gave it a good test tonight and 
generally satisfied a large summer 
audience, although the patronage 
did not exit with any buzz of ac- 
claim. 

Through three acts (six scenes) 
the role of Patricia Ekstrom, played 
by Francesca Bruning, is a power- 
ful one; perhaps a bit too much so 
for this player. It’s the story of a 
sacrificing woman of the _ theatre 
who first gives up her love of grease 
paint for the love of Carl Ekstrom, | 
(Robert Perry), then for the 
love of her children, and at last in a 
final scene that misses its full punch 
somewhere jin the writing and act- 
ing she, an aging widow, passes up 
charitable overtures of 
her children and declares ‘This mare 
is now free to run.’ 

She also declines the hand of her 
loyal admirer, Michael Grimley 
(Frank Lyon). This is one of the 
quirks of the piece that lift it out of 
the conventional rut into which it 
seems to be running earlier in the 


though it 


| evening. Other smart twist comes 


chosen as the supreme example of | 


bad housing on a large scale: an in- 
| vestigation is made into the history 
| of the community, showing how such 

a state of affairs came into being; 
| the early do-nothing policy of the 
| city authorities is exposed, and finally 
| some hope is held out for sweep- 
|} ing reforms through a government 
| subsidy. Although. as one character 
| observes, army and navy appropria- 
tions in this country are vastly more 
extensive than provisions for ordi- 
nary peaceful living. 

Federal Summer theatre, which 
has produced this play, is a profes- 
sional company composed of direc- 
tors, actors and designers from Fed- 
eral theatre units throughout the 
United States, meeting for. a_ six 
weeks’ session of study and experi- 
| mentation at Vassar. Thus very few 
| of the performers in ‘1/3 of the Na- 

tion’ have appeared in previous Liv- 
| ing Newspaper productions on Broad- 
| way, but the general level of act- 
| ing is up to the usual standard and 
| there are many individual stand-outs 
| —-too many for mention in a review. 

Show has been mounted with maxi- 
mum effectiveness. Howard Bay’s 
setting, adroitly lighted by: Feder, is 
an A-l piece of suggestion. A huge 
garbage can, a cracked toilet seat, a 
rusty water tap. an old-law fire es- 
cape—all the objects one associates 
with the slums—dangle from the flies 
, and set the mood of the entire pre- 
|sentation. Harold Bolton, assisted by 
| Tamiris as choreographer, has direct- 
ed with pace and rhythm. Original 
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’s s father | 
Avent claiesd. and statis: | after Ekstrom’s cantankerous r 


tosses them out into the street to 
poverty, and following a struggle on 
their own, Grimley offers Patricia a 
place in the theatre from which her 
husband plucked her. 

While she hears and accepts the 
offer, Carl is getting his first break, 
a $12 a week mechanic’s job. She 
has to choose between a $150 job 
‘alone’ or the 12 per with Carl. She 
takes the latter. 

Carl makes good during the 16 
years that elapse between the two 
scenes of the second act (1902-1918), 
but he also has a serious flirtation in 
Washington during his service with | 
the army. Discovery of this infi- | 
delity turns Patricia back towards | 
the theatre, but she is stopped short 
by the illness of her daughter, and 
stands by the fireside guns. 

Opening scene of the play por- 
trays the argument of the three 
children as to how they shall care 
for their widowed mother without 
undue inconvenience to themselves. | 
Final scene picks it up, and after | 
continued debate, Grimley tells 
them he will now marry their 
mother, as he has always hoped to 
do. Her refusal to abide by this solu- 
tion adds zest to the play, leaving 
room for conjecture at the finish. 

Miss Bruning is nearly always 
convincing; Berry is more than cap- 
able as actor and co-author; Lyon is 
very good as the old faithful stand- 
by; Nancy Duncan is excellent as 
Mary, the maid of backstage and 
later good friend of the young: 
couple; and Kenneth Parks as the 
crusty, prejudiced Derek Ekstrom 
had the first-night audience gritting 
their teeth at his meticulously 
drawn characterization, Fox. | 


HORSE TALE 





} 
H 
| 





Madison, Conn., Aug. 3. 


Farce in three acts (four scenes), by Alla- 
|} dine Bell. Staged by Brace Conning, set- 
tings, L. L.. Goldwasser. Presented by The- 


atre Associates and Ranney Compton al 


| Post Road theatre, Madison Beach, Conn., 
| Aug. 2, '37 





| Belle Hardwick.......... Elizabeth Kimball 
| Parley Maskin......... .. Frederick Smith 
1 Jett Lethcote. ..ccccceceses G. Albert smith 
| Bilker Hardwick.............John Maroney 
| BUBOMER «6 coh cs wean ccesdeses ; sy Hicnselt 
| Billy Whittaker........... Reed Herring 
| Olive Tremellan,....... Dorothea Love 
Rose Tremellan,.....Marion Carroll Conway 
SOO THIDD. .ccscotestceseses Jeremy Bowman 
| Onoer. MeGewaG.ccccoesocecs Frank [larvey 
| Georme Jackson. .cccessesess Rolvert Lindsay 
Andy EVANS, .cccccccccess flames fu 


| ‘Horse Tale’ is probably a good ex- 
}ample of wny certain types of shows 
| should never be tried out in the sum- 
|mer spots. Here’s a situation of a 
| fairly novel theme, backed up with 
|some laughs and replete with juicy 
| character possibilities, taking a lick- 
ing because of the miscasting so 
| often evident in stock troupes which 
require a clergyman of one week to 
doff his frock in favor of a cowboy’s 
outfit the next. 

It’s a strain on even the best of 
| talent and this week’s tryout fails to 
‘give the play a proper chance be- 


| for the Shuberts. 


| edy. 


Second season of outdoor oper- 
ettas in the large municipal stadium 
on Randalls Island, N. Y., got under- 
way July 27 with ‘The Student 
Prince’ under the unofficial direction 
of Robert Moses, commissioner of 
N. Y. parks, with Fortune Gallo, di- 
rector of the San Carlo Opero Co., 
and William Caryle who is fronting 
Last year, unlike 
the Gallo-Shuberts Jones Beach, L.L., 
productions, this venture- was brief 
and brodied. And in ’37 it looks like 
red ink may again splash the books, 
despite good opening business. 

It’s not the shows that'll put this 
proposition on the wrong side of 
the ledger—it’s the condition of the 
island. Though less than a half- 
hour from Times Square in actual 
distance, Randalls Island might just 
as well be two hours away. It takes 
that long to get back to the mainland 
because of the incomplete parking 
and exiting facilities. 

Parking field is still unpaved and 
there’s only a single lane open lead- 
ing off the island and back onto the 
Triboro’ Bridge. Opening 
there was plenty of confusion after 
the show-break, and plenty of fum- 
ing on the part of motorists, many 
of whom were delayed as much as 
two hours getting back to Manhat- 
tan, the Bronx and Queens. All of 
which doesn’t add up to good word- 
of-mouth, 

Production Okay 

But the production is something 
else again. Presentation of Sigmund 
Romberg’s operetta smash of the 
1924-'25 Broadway season under the 
stars is as good as anybody can ex- 
pect for the $1.10 top scale, if not 
better. Singing of the tuneful score 
is excellent; casting also is plenty 
forte, with the ampitheatre setup 


outdoors lending extra massiveness | 


to a large and iavish production. 
Plus the ‘Prince,’ the N.Y.-Gallo- 
Shuberts combo toss 
Ballet for one routine in the first in- 
termission, and a group of songsters 
in native Italian costumes during the 
second rest period. Appeal of the 
ballet and its symbolic choreography 
is naturally limited, but not too 
much so for operetta audiences, 
Robert Shafer and Helen Arnold 


are in the top tenor and soprano | 


roles in ‘Prince,’ with both deliver- 
ing capably, both in vocal and ro- 
mantic angles. Top honors, how- 
ever, go to Doug Leavitt (and Lock- 
wood), standard vaude comic, and 


Hope Emerson, in the chuckle-parts | 


of gentleman-in-waiting and Grand 
Duchess, respectively. Leavitt, in 


fact, practically walks off with the 
| proceedings through the injection of 
: his old vaude stage hoke and his ex- 


perience at timing situational com- 
He is also credited with hav- 


| ing staged the production. 


Little Dancing 


Boots McKenna directed the danc- | 
ing, though the latter is held down: 
to a minimum, while Watson Bar- | 
Latter are! 


rett did the settings. 
strictly set pieces and, because of 


| insufficient anchorage, were buffeted | 
plenty by the winds opening night. | 


In the second act, for instance, one 
whole side of the set nearly crashed, 
a stagehand rescuing and bolstering 





cause of thts deficiency in casting. 
Only member who fits his role is G. 
Albert Smith as Jeff, with Jeremy 


Bowman a possible second choice as | 


the sheriff. 
Laid in her native state of Utah, 
author has spotted the action at a 


| western tank town called Dromedary 
|—-so named because a package of | 
Dromedary dates was delivered to | 


the general store there by mistake 
one time. Jeff and Parley are a 
couple of poverty-stricken cowboys 
who figure to get out of debt by 
marrying and raising a family. Com- 
munity allows each kid two-bits a 
day for school transportation and 
Jeff figures his offspring can ride on 
ponies and pocket the daily quar- 
ter. 

Boys arrange to have a cook from 
the next town come to work for 


them with the idea of one of them | 


marrying her and providing the nec- 
essary family. However, two cooks 
arrive instead of one and the cow- 
hands want to walk out on the whole 


deal. Meanwhile, a notorious horse- 
thief (nothing is safe in the com- 
munity unless it’s nailed down) is 


making the rounds of the neighbor- 
hood, and eventually Jeff and Parley 
are induced to tie in with him to 
boost their financial standing, In a 
mixup, Jeff is pinched and about to 
be shot when the chief thief is cap- 
tured, the boys split the reward on 
his head and end up by marrying the 
two cooks, 

Writing of the play is rather mea- 

(Continued on page 57) 


night | 


in the Fokine | 


been scenery till the scenes was com. 
pleted. 

Pit orch, in a well just in front of 
the stage, is directed by Pierre de 
Reeder. Like most members of the 
cast, De Reeder and his crew will 
be permanent here for the season. 
| City of N.Y. is included in this 
lyear’s setup on Randalls Island, 
| through providing a monster, mov. 
|able stage that’s estimated to have 
| cost $150,000. This season the Gallo. 
Shuberts combo is paying rent for 

| the structure; next year they’ll prob- 
|ably have it for a percentage of the 
gross. Stage is mobile and com- 
prised of 53 units, making possible 
its removal to other stadiums if de- 
| sired. 
; It’s much like the stage at Jones 
| Beach, only the latter is anchored in 
| Zach’s Bay, while at Randall's Island 
| the stage is set out in the playing 


| field of the stadium, with one end of 
|the permanent structure serving as 
| the amphitheatre. Seating capacity 
'opening night was 8,000 and nearly 
filled; second night a couple of more 
sections of seats were opened, to 


; raise the capacity to 10,000. Scale 
| Starts at 25c and graduates up to 
| $1.10, with about the first 25 rows 


going for the highest price. 





DAYLIGHT AND DARK 


Melodrama in three 


acts (four scenes), 
by John 8S Brown, Staged by S. Mario 
| Castagna; scenery and effects by Myles; 
technician John Welford. Presented hy 
Little Theatre Players at Comedy, N : 
Aug. 2. '37; $1.10 top. 
Lizzie Wilsom.....cccccceees Irene Stillman 
REED JUCON «5 Die on 00-006 pees Rosalie Coudrey' 
SMe BOUENIN «60 500.06 6068ae60.0 Gus Rocco 
|} Madeline Wilson......+...... Shirley Rose 
ij Jenny Van Bster....... Rose Marie Stewart 
PF RAMMNEE. BOMERES & can 04s 60 bh o-2’s Joseph Hanlee 
PN ica e ic awe ded ev elecesc% Harry Adelstein 
PCeOG GOI. 2 cn casiéics Robert Richardson 
a See DOE. we aseecases Kdgar Winslow 
po Bel!” ae .. Jack Butler 
George Randall. ...scccscess Raymond Duna 
Oe UMNO’. 5i.0d0dbecdtes debs ..Celia Levy 


Judge Singleton.............Milton Gorland 
|} Court Clerk..... ..Paul Stewart 

Organization's first attempt on 
Broadway. Charge it off to experi- 
{ence. Simply a hopelessly amateur- 
{ish production of a worthless play. 
Neither ‘Daylight and Dark’ nor the 
| Little Theatre Players belong on 
Broadway, where earnestness doesn’t 
pass for talent. Effort offers nothing 
for pictures or the commercial the- 
atre. 

Story is of a white girl raised by 
a Negro mother as her own daughter 
and, believing herself a Negress, 
passes as a Spaniard. Rich man’s 
son meets her, only to have a scoun- 
drel white man (who holds the 
mother in his power by threats of 
exposing her for an old crime ot 
which she is innocent) extort $5,000 
from him. Girl is put on trial for 
extortion, but is freed when it’s dis- 
|covered she’s the long-lost kidnapped 
| daughter of the judge. Dear, dear. 

If there’s any merit in the script 
| (which is hard to believe), the play- 
|ing hides it. Or if any ability among 
the cast, the script nullifies it. 





LEGAL NOTICE 


SURROGATE’S COURT, WEST- 
CHESTER COUNTY. In the Matter of 
the Estate of FLORENZ ZIEGFELD, 
deceased. On Thursday, August 5, 1987, at 
12:00 o'clock noon, in the Rotunda of the 
County Court House, Main Street, White 
| Plains, New York, the administrator of the 
| Estate of Florenz Ziegfeld will offer for 
sale at public auction all the right, title 
and interest of the said Florenz Ziegfeld 
and of his estate in and to the felewing 
theatrical productions and in and to the 
stock of any corporation owning or having 
any interest in any of the following (heat- 
rical productions: A Parlor Match, A Gay 
Deceiver, The French Maid, Papa's Wile, 
| Little Dutchess, Mlle. Napoleon, Parisian 
Model, Parisian Model (Revival), Miss [n- 
ndcence, The Pink Lady, A Winsome 
Widow, Century Girl, Miss 1917, Caesars 
Wife, Sally, Intimate 
Briar, Kid Boots, Annie Dear, Louis The 
I4th, Rio Rita, Show Boat, Betsy, Rosalie, 
The Three Musketeers, Show Girl, Bitter 
Sweet, Whoopee, Simple Simon, Smiles 
Hot Cha, Show Boat (Revival), Ziegfeld 
Follies of 907, Zieefeld Follies ol 1908, 
| Ziegfeld Follies of 1909, Ziegfeld Follies ot 
| MLO, Ziegfeld Follies of 1911, Ziegfeld bol- 
lies of 1912, Ziegfeld Follies of 191%, Zies- 
feld Follies of 114, Ziegfeld Follies of 
1915, Ziegfeld Follies of 1916, Ziegfeld Kol- 
lies of 1917, Ziegfeld Follies of 1918, Zies- 
feld Follies ef 1919, Ziegfeld Follies of 1929, 
| Ziegfeld Follies of 1921, Ziegfeld Follies of 


Strangers, Rose 


We! Ziegfeld Follies of 192%, Ziegfeld ol- 
lies of 1924. Ziegreld Follies of 1925, Zies- 
ield Follies (formerly) f 25, ZH egfeld 
Follies of 1927, Ziegfeld Follies pt 
Ziegteld Frolic & Am. Revue of 1926, Mio- 
night Frolics of 1919, Midnight Frotics of 
1920. Midnight Frolics of et (March) 
Midnight Frolies of 1921 (November), Mid- 
night Frolics of 1820. Midnight Kevte, 
9 o' Clock Revue of 1919, 9 o' Clock Revue 
of 1921, Midnight Frolics of 1915, Midnight 
Frolics of 1917 (June), Midnight Frotics of 
1917 (December), Midnight Frolies of 12 
(January). Palm Reach Nights, The rurtle 
ind La Poupee The sale will be subject 
to the approval of The Honorable W i}viare 
J Sheils the Surrogate of Westche ' 
(‘ounty, No bid of less than 87,500 Ht he 
recommended for aporoval The purchase 
Will be required to denosit 10% of the wer 
chase price at the time of sale and to pay 
the balance in cash within five days * — 
} the Surregate’s cuproval of the ile ! 

administrators vill make ne warrants 

any kind or nature ; 

WILLIAM S. COPREFEY 

A draimistiattye 

Budd, Coffew & Rertine 
Attorneys for Adwinist rater 
Bronxville Trust Company Buildtog 
ronxville, New York. 
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~— Faside Stuff—Lesit 


Among the summer mysteries are annoying thefts in Broadway theatre 
dressing rooms and the latest variation is a 50-50 clip claimed by an actress 
in ‘Having Wonderful Time.’ She insisted there was a $20 bill in her bag 
and that upon returning to the dressing rooms, discovered that it had been 
switched for a $10 note. Management was somewhat skeptical about the 
claim, but others in the company say they have been robbed, 
amounts do not exceed 10 bucks, but it seems to be a weekly event. 
stagehand reported that a $3 tool was copped last week. 





A 


Missing | 


‘BRIDE’ SOCK $45,000, 


St. Louis, Aug. 3. 
First St. Louis showing of ‘The 
Bartered Bride,’ with four Metropol- 
| Itan stars, Susanne Fisher, Eugene 
| Loewenthal, George Rasely and Jo- 
seph Bentonelli in leading roles, end- 
ed a seven-night run Sunday (1) 
with a take of upproximately $45,000 





AL FRESCO, ST. LOUIS 











It is believed that fire escapes leading to open windows of dressing 
rooms make it easy for pilferers in the summertime. 
Jost in that way was reported by Clarence Derwent. 
ment of “The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse’ at the Hudson, $100 was taken 


| for the best single week’s take of 
| the season. Biz done was exceeded 
| only by ‘The Great Waltz,’ opening 
| plece, which ran 10 nights and col- 
lected $50,000. 


Largest amount 
During the engage- 


from trousers easily reached from the fire escape. Modernized version of ‘The Pink 
pea) Lady,’ presented here in 1926, be- 

came > M ‘esc 24 é 

Charles B. Cochran, now on the Coast, who came from London for a or Bird eee erg ey sey 
prief visit, will make quite a stay of it as indicated by his wife having | day (2), with three newcomers in 
arrived to join him. It was announced last week from Hollywood that | star roles. Favorable weather still 
Cochran will present ‘Helen’ and ‘Nymph Errant’ in New York, both | Prevails and the opening house ap- 


ynusicals. 


wood end. 


Cochran’s proposal for the San Francisco 1939 exposition was made at 


the suggestion of Louis Lurie. 





Through Ben Atwell, who has been doing press work for Max A. Cohen, 
N. Y. midtown film exhibitor, it is announced that the latter has formed 
Cohen 
dam, now operaing with pictures at pop prices, but 
will present a legit show there in the fall. 


a legit production company. 


Circuit Corp. 
Possibility of the 
tioned. 


New 


Revival of ‘Passing of Third Floor 
ago, is not folding after all. 
weeks, with Asbury 


After the road trek, Hampden may 
or Philadelphia. 


One of the most shoddy 
hit at that theatre. ‘Regina’ billing 
been removed, revealing 
Broadhurst nearly four years ago. 


Curiously enough, the box office is open for the sale of tickets to Jones 
Beach and Randall's Island attractions. 


which Eddie Dowling 
Show had been in preparation for more than a year, but the 


‘Broadway on Parade,’ musical 
looks cold. 


story of the book is said to be too 


The score, however. may be salvaged, the numbers mostly coming from 
James Hanley and Joseph McCarthy. 


He had no such plans when he landed in New York and it is 
indicated that Coast backing will figure in the shows. 
is not bound by the new authors contract, which is an out for the Holly- 


Amsterdam 


Back,’ by and with Walter Hampden, 
which got off to a weak start at the Brighton, Brooklyn, several weeks 
Hampden played Providence last week and 
did sufficiently encouraging business to stay out for at least two. more | 
Park, N. J., and Atlantic City, N. J., set to follow. 


examples of 
hurst, N. Y., where painted signs still carry ‘Victoria Regina,’ a two-season 


underneath 


| proximated $3,600. George Menader, 
| of opera and legit, Jack Arthur and 
Patricia Bowman clicked, as did 
| Bernice Claire in the title role. 
Others in the supporting cast are 
| Eddie Foy, Jr., Val Castle, Helen 
| Raymond, Robert Pitkin, Détmar 
| Poppen, Anna Mary Dickey, Ruth 
| Urban, Erika Zaranova, Phil Porter- 
| field and Gus Howard. 
|} Adolphus, ballet master, and Al 
j 
| 


London showman 


recently bought the New Amster- 
it indicated he 
head of the Cinema 


| White, Jr., dance director, for the 
second time during the current sea- 
son collaborated in devising spectac- 
ular routines for the line of 24. 
Waltz routine with the line was ar- 
ranged for Miss Bowman and scored. 
Miss Castle clicked with her solo 
| dances, which have made her a fave 
here for several seasons. 

| Huge Forest Park stage enabled art 
| director taymond Sovey to build 
elaborate sets which added to the 
success of the piece 


is 
He 


is 


in a musical is also men- 


booking 


steer the production into New York 


Half Year Gone 
But Take Still 
$13,000 in Loop 


dead billing adorns the Broad- 


on the boards at the entrance have 
‘20th Century,’ which played the | 


had in mind, 


similar to ‘Room Service.’ 





Chicago, Aug. 3. 
‘You Can't Take It With You’ just 





| 4 A’s Surprise Comeback | 


keeps rollin’ along, and packing in 
the coin week after week. Looks set 


autumn and perhaps the cold of win- 
| ter. 





(Continued from page 55) 





year or so ago and is residing in 
Fort Worth. Texas, where her hus- 
band, also a lawyer, connected 
with a major oil company. She is 
said to be equally acceptable to the 
administration and those in Equity 
who comprised the opposition in the 
June election. 


Understood that one reason for 
Mrs. Holt’s withdrawal was that she 
did not agree with certain policies of 
Equity leaders. It is known that 
Gillmore contacted her with a view 
to proposing that she return to New 
York and rejoin Equity’s forces. Mrs. 
Holt states, however, that no defi- 
nite offer has been made, and so far 
there have been only overtures. Be- 
fore she withdrew, Mrs. Holt did 
much work in Washington on behalf 


is 


of actors, so that they could partici- | 


pate in the WPA relief program, and 


in guiding the Equity end during | 


vexing the FTP 


started 


Gillmore will receive $250 weekly 
in the new berth, 
ceived from Equity. Actually he was 
paid $300, but has been returning $50 
weekly to the association for the past 
six years. According to the Four A’s 
set-up, it would be unable to finance 
the revised status and, in order to 
meet the increased budget, the per 
capita tax will be raised. Each mem- 
ber union pays in 75¢ per head, 
which will be raised to $1.50. 

Decisions on Issues 

There are many points to be 
cleared up by the Four A’s in con- 
nection with member-unions. Per- 
haps the most difficult is the idea of 


situations after 


same as he re-| 


;not fulfilled its purpose, because it Holding to a remarkable coin pace 
| has been unable to organize the 
| Metropolitan Opera Co. This union's 
former officers favored joining with 
the Guild, but at the last election | 
were defeated, Guiseppe Interante | 
heads the group, which formerly had 
Elizabeth Hoeppel as president. 

Issue will be decided within the 
next four weeks. It is indicated that | WPA 
the voting power of Equity and SAG | ‘Lonely Man,” Blackstone. Readying 
combined will lead to a settlement to fold by Aug. 15. To be replaced 
whereby the Musical Artists Guild | by a parade of three one-acters. 
may be included in the new radio ‘O Say Can You Sing?’ Great 
union, otherwise there is a chance , Northern. 


that the GOAA charter will be re- 
ENGAGEMENTS 


voked, 
Gillmore’s post with the Four A’s 
Gary Mohr, Darthy Hinkley, Maud 
Scheerer, Ford Bowman, Katherine 


is for a five-year term. Parent union 
has been quartered in Equity’s offices ) 

Raht, Francis Stringfellow, ‘Alice,’ 
Barter Theatre, Abingdon, Va. 


and will probably continue in that 
Percy Kilbride, Evelyn Varden, 


spot for the present. 
| ‘Western Union, Please,’ Cape Play- 


Bitter Dailies ; house, Dennis, Mass. 


Doris Carson, Dave Jones, David 
(Continued from page 45) 


jletup. Its variations in wampum 
|from week to week are only slight 
fluctuations that affect the box office 
seismograph very little. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘You Can't Take It With Yeu,’ Har- 
ris (1,000; $2.75) (26th week). Again 
nearly $13,000, excellent. 























Morris, Demetrious Vilan, Nina Oli- 
vette, Hope Emerson, Douglas Lea- 
vitt. ‘On Your Toes,’ Jones Beach 
Stadium, N. Y. 





‘suggestions’ to advertising agencies aa ; 
that the Morning Whoozis is pretty | S Anne Revere, Whitner ; é 
ity to take its animosity against | | hepperd Strudwick, Katherine 
pevty to te, . | Emery, Robert K. Adams, Alan 
the station out on the client. | Handley, ‘Candida,’ Surrey theatre, 
ae : Surrey, Me. 
Cincinnati, Aug. 3. | Edith Barrett, Cecilia Loftus, ‘As 
Post and Times-Star, rival after- | Husbands Go,’ Newport Casino the- 
‘noon papers, are snubbing each | #tre, Newport, R. I. 


| other s aircasting of news staff mem-| yo Wings’ 


| bers in listings of local radio pro-; Lauren Gilbert, Jackson “Perkins, 
|grams. Nixson Denton, sports editor | Joseph F. Foley, Patrick Lawrence, 
| of the Times-Star, has been doubling | Berilla Kerr, Virginia Block, ‘Candie- 


Bissell, 








|for more than a month on WSAI/| light,” Farragut playhouse, Rye 
|with a quarter-hour of humorous | —— “ ss oats Chelan 
: : ‘ nn reeman, usse ‘ollins, 
jnews chatter five evenings a week. | Harold Moffet, George Macready, 


| His blasts are sponsored by Twenty 


j . “1: valiatine | * |Sammah Cunningham, John Hoys- 
mnterchangeability - ee |Grand cigarettes. In the radio) radt, ‘The Devils Tn’ ‘Theatre-by- 
cards, because artists frequently | schedules of his own sheet, Denton | the-Sea. Matunuck, R. I. 


Switch from the stage to the screen 
and radio and vice versa. 
time it is not thought feasible to 
adopt any plan, since there a 
rther wide variance in the initiation 
fees and dues of the individual 
unions. 

One issue to be decided inside the 
Four A’s is the situation between the 
Grand Opera Artists Ass'n and the 
American Guild of Musical Artists. 
Latter, headed by Lawrence Tibbett, 
has a membership among concert and 
radio artists. This group has refused 
to join the GOAA, which is supposed 
fo take in all grand opera artists. 
Union was given a franchise by the 
Four A's in 1934. 

It is contended that the GOAA has 


is 


At this | 


lis listed by name. 


imerely tags’ his stanzas as ‘sports’ 
iin its program listings. 
Last week Paul Kennedy, 


Opposish Post, Estelle Winwood, Edward Colin 
| Dawson, Wilfrid Seagram, Violet 
| Besson, John Williams, Ernita Las- 


4. | celles, ‘John McKee, Grace O’Mal- 
radio 


; ; ley, ‘At Mrs. Beam’s,’ Ogunquit 
editor of the Scripps-Howard Post, | Piayhouse, Ogunquit, Me. 
|which is linked with local WCPO,| Arden Young, Starr West, John 
lstarted a_ series of twice-weekly | Barclay, Teddy Jones, Clement 
amusement gossip 15-minute broad-|O’Loghlen, Miriam _ Battista, “The 





| Good Fairy.’ Starlight theatre, Pawl- 


casts on WCKY, as a = sustainer. eel 

| Kennedy gets sonal billing on|'"%; N. Y. sia 
ee ee saat ms Hume Cronyn, ‘Room Service 
his stints in the Post program list-} (;oaq). 


ings. 
ules Kennedy's programs are labeled 
‘studio.’ | 

Both receive radio blurbs in the 
columns of their own sheets, yet get 
nary a mention in their competitive 
rags. 


In the Times-Star radio sched-| | Edward Fielding, ‘Yes, 
| Daughter.’ 
Mitchell, Elizabeth Dean Farrar, 
| Cerf, Lois Bolton, Charles Trexler, 
Hathaway Kale, Valentine Vernon 
Roberta Barrett, ‘Autumn Crocus. 





Theodore | 


to roll comfortably into the chill of 


in its 26th session with no sign of | 


Doris Dalton, Henry Fonda, ‘Blow | 


My Darling ; 
Tonio Selwart. Doris Dalton, Esther 


| Franklin Gray. Edgar Kent, Bettina 


———= 








SUMMER THEATRES 


(Continued from page 56) * 


gre, author failing to build a number 
of promising situations. Improve- 
|}ment along this line may be its sal- 
| vation, 





| 

Play attempts to kid the Zane 
| Grey type of horse opera and for 
ithis reason may hold considerable 
j}appeal along the self-ribbing line, 


las far as Hollywood is concerned 

Production end commendable 
| with a neat general store setting by 
|L. L. Goldwasser. Brace Conning’s 
| direction speeded up a lethargic first 
act into a fairly lively act three. 


is 


Bone, 





Operetta Revivals Under the Stars 
Lead Broadway B.0.’s; 


$70,000 Each 


Operetta revivals in the open air 
near New York, at Municipal Sia- 
dium, Randall’s Island, and Jones 
Beach, are bettering the takings of 
any shows on Broadway. Attrac- 
tions last week were ‘The Student 
Prince’ and ‘Frederika,’ respectively. 


Both topped $20,000 last week. 
With ticket prices from 25« i 
$1.10, attendance in both places ap- 
proached capacity and the open-ai! 
projects are indicated chean-ups 
Last summer, while the beach 
turned in splendid profits on the 
season, the attempt to duplicate at 
the island flivved. One reason was 


opening late in the summer 





Open-air cards are the joint pres- 
entations of Fortune Gallo and J. J. 
Shubert. Latter is using the canopies 


LP See eee and house boards of dark Shubert 

theatres to plug the island shows. 

LOVE MY DOG Attendance figures at the beach, 

about 25 miles from New York, indi- 

East Jaffrey. N. H.. July 29. cate that 30% of the patrons comes 

Comedy in three acts by Betiy Vierce | from nearby Long Island, 24% from 

— era egy ear yegy by the | Manhattan and the balance scattered 
A tor-Associates at nn heatre Kast Jal- P r " _n : one ¢ 

frey, N. H.. July 20. 37. Wiilinen Purt. | 2m0ne the other city boroughs and 

ridge, director; Fritz Eisenmiunn,. assistan |} out of town. 

| director Surviving shows on Broadway 

|} Norma yl” a Heityvy Pierce | w f: 1 an li , e] . 

Benjamin Prout............. Kdward Hale | Grew fair busine ast wer x, Some 

| Sara Arnstrong......e. Judith Elliote | Brosses even improving There are 

| Peter A MSLPONR. «......--Gordon MacLeod |no carded withdrawals. In the rural 

wee Godyy sm BE EAS a +++: Virginia Bice | spots the high of the summer in fry- 
Charles Bonne.... ! : 


tussell Curry 


As the first playwriting effort by 
the Misses Pierce and Miller, ‘Dog’ is 
interesting and commendable: as 
strawhat fare, it hits the groove; as 


basis for a light film it has good 
possibilities; but for Broadway legit 


it looks hopeless. 


The youthful playwrights seem to 
have the conventional formula for 
comedy well in mind and well in 
hand, but because the lines and sit- 
uations never climb out of the con- 
ventional rut the result not re- 
markable. A film studio script de- 
partment could pep it up, a producer 


Is 


strong family’s antics, and with the 
right cast the finished product could 





be a_ better-than-average funny 
film. One studio (Par) has shown 
interest already. 

Sara Armstrong, middle - aged 
mother of a typical middle-class 
American family, has a yen _ for 


| phony human lap dogs, and her cur- 
rent interest, when the curtain rises, 
is Zobo, a pseudo mystic and Rus- 
sian refugee. When McCarthy, the 
new servant in the Armstrong house- 
hold, drops his tray at the sight of 
Zobo, this serves as a tip-off that not 
all is kosher—and it also serves as a 
perfect curtain for act one. 

All characters are introduced in a 
rather windy opening act; in the sec- 
ond, Sara runs off with Zobo after 
her phlegmatic husband finally pro- 
tests, and in the third, she returns 
after a night in jail (for speeding), 
Zobo lams after McCarthy turns him 


in as a former spaghetti house 
waiter (his own runaway brother- 
in-law), 


In a competent cast several stand 
out: Judith Elliott as the flighty 
mother (and working very much like 
Alice Brady): Betty Pierce, as the 
daughter with dramatic leanings; 
Emery Battis, as Zobo with exag- 
gerated accent, and Gordon Mac- 
Leod, as the adolescent Peter Arm- 
strong. 

Handed a good role, which could 
have been developed even further, 
MacLeod plays the kid brother of 
the family with a finesse that merits 
serious attention from both legit and 


picture scouts. Fritz Eisenmann, in 
the character of the easy-going 
father, plays convincingly. Oddly 


enough, Lorraine Miller, co-author, 

had trouble with her lines opening 

night, but otherwise filled the niche. 
Fox. 


Strawhat Ups Gross 
Selling Jury Seats 


On its recent production of ‘Night 
of January 16th’ the County theatre, 
Suffern, N. Y., dug up some unex- 
pected profit. Show played to big 
grosses all week and there was turn- 
away business Friday and Saturdry 
nights. 

Play is a courtroom meller_ in 
which members of the audience leave 
their seats to serve on the jury on 
the stage. Management sold the 
12 juror seats at both perform- 
ances and rang up an additional $48 
in the till. 





. ‘ , 

Elitch ‘Day’ $5,700 

Denver, Aug. 3. 

all It a Day’ was down about a 
hundred from the previous week, 
closing with approximately $5,700 at 
the Elitch stock summer theatre. No 
sellouts were recorded—just steady 
business 

‘Autumn Crocus’ is current. 


co 
4 





could broaden the scope of the Arm-- 


Samuel Armstronge....... Fritz Kisenmann 
Gregory Armstrong........ Floyd Rumney 
Sally Armstromg......cccces Lorraine Miller } 
wmnenee POO, ciiicrvesecece Robert Dumont 
RR a rr John Bell 
ZObvO Emery Battis 


outs comes this week, with 14 new 
plays listed. 

WPA continues its colored ‘Swing 
It’ and a mixed cast play by a col- 
ored author comes into the Elliott 


next week, ‘The Trial of Dr. Beck,’ 
|which was originally presented in 
Jersey. 
Estimates for Last Week 
| ‘Babes in Arms,’ Shubert (17th 
| week) (M-1,385, $3.30) Improved 
|somewhat and topped $15,000; musi- 
cal costs more to operate than in- 
dicated, however. 

‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (34th 


| 


week) (C-991-$3.30). Reported slated 
for road early in September, but 
may stay longer, depending on busi- 
ness; over $6,000; still profitable. 
‘Having Wonderiul T:me,” Lyceum 
(24th week) (CD-1,000-$3.30). Held 
up fairly well, with gross around 
$7,500; indications are for better tak- 
ings from now on. 
‘Room Service,’ Cort 
(C-1,059-$3.30 ). 


(12th week) 
One of the solid hits 


that belong to last season; despite 
| late entry has been a wonder play; 
$15,000 or more. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore’ (‘32d 
week) (C-1,048-$3.30). Moved up 
somewhat further last week, when 


quoted gross was around $14,000; 
should extend through autumn 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (‘19lst 
week) (D-1,107-$1.65). “Long run 
drama }tooks slated for fall holdover 
again; takings improved to slightly 
over $5,000 last week. 

‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (41st week) 
(CD-1,036-$3.30). If engagement ex- 
tends into September may stay until 
Thanksgiving; business fairly good; 
around $8,000 for hit. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ Play- 
house (26th week) (C-878-$3.30). One 


of the favored comedies that sur- 
vived; business estimated around 
$7,000. 


‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Booth (34th week) (C-708-$3.30), 
Back to standing room every per- 
formance, including both shows on 
Saturday; over $15,000. 

Revivals 

‘The Firefly,’ Randall's Island; open 
air; Fokine ballet added. 

‘On Your Toes,’ Jones Beach: open 
air, 

WPA 


‘Swing It,’ Adelphi; 
sical. 


‘Candide’ and ‘How Leng Brethren,” 


colored mu- 


Elliott; will be followed by ‘The 
Trial of Dr. Beck’ ‘mixed cast 
drama) next week. 








LA. RAT 946s: 
3 WPA SHOWS 


Los Angeles, Aug. 3. 

‘Brother Rat’ continues at a merry 
pace at the Biltmore, where it is now 
in its third week, with one more 
stanza to go. Extreme heat early 
part of last week held down the take 
somewhat, but a hefty advance in- 
sures good trade for the balance of 
the run. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore (‘C-1,656: 
$2.75) (2d wk). Comedy of college 
life is getting great word-of-mouth 
and, despite excessively warm nights 
early in the week, hit a neat $9,509, 

WPA 
‘Merry Wives of Windsor,’ Holly- 





wood Playhouse. Opens today (3), 
running through the month of Au- 
| gust 

‘Macbeth,’ Mayan. All-colored proe 
| duction terminate Saturday (8), 
|Next attraction 


Pursuit of Hape- 
piness,” debuting Aug. 11. 

Hansel and Gretal,’ Greek theatre. 
Engagement runs to Saturday (8), 
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Book Price War On 

Although 32 publishers have 
signed fair trade contracts in accord- 
ance with the provisions of the Feld- 
Crawford Act in New York State, 
and more than 75% of the States 
now have laws against price-fixing, 
efforts on the part of distributors to 
defeat the aims of the bill are still 
going on. 

Leader of the fight against main- 





taining prices in New York is R. H. 
Macy & Co., which has been running | 
full page ads in the metropolitan | 
dailies ever since the constitution- | 
ality of the Feld-Crawford Act was | 
upheld. One full page ad with a 
message to authors appeared in last | 
Sunday’s (1) Book Review ection | 
of the N.Y. Times also. 

Introducing the subject with a 
quote from John Stuart Mill on the | 
demand for goods when they are| 
cheap, ad contained suggestions to} 
authors for preventing their pub- | 
lishers from price-fixing any book | 
and pointing out advantages of such 
action. Method suggested is described 
as ‘very simple’ in the following 
terms: 


aie 9 M 
‘You can write into your contract woe aang eee ere ec Bee: etal 
with your publisher a stipulation] Previous Salanes. ‘iy 
7 shakeup also followed. , This sent 


which states that he agrees that at 
no time will he fix the retail price 
of your book. Any good lawyer can 
write such a binding statement for 
you, very simply... 

‘We make this suggestion based on 
long experience as the bookstore 
which probably sells more books— 
for more publishers and authors—to 
more readers—than any other; which 
sold, for instance, 92,000 copies of 
‘Anthony Adverse,’ and 157,000 
copies of ‘Gone with the Wind’; a 
bookstore in whose aisles, on any 
day, you will encounter authors 
sampling the popularity of their 
books; a bookstore which has con- 
tributed more royalty to the wallets 





. of more authors than any other in 


America—by means of low prices 
through volume distribution.’ 

Meanwhile. booksellers have not 
been idle and are planning steps to 
fight the newspapers which have op- 
posed price fixing editorially, pos- 
sibly under pressure from large re- 
tail store advertisers. 

Plan to sell at cut prices those 
newspapers which have editorially 
opposed price maintenance is under 
consideration by the American Book- 
sellers Ass’n., and will be submitted 
to the Retail Druggists and Toilet 
Goods Ass’ns. shortly. This plan was 
revealed last week by Dr. Crichton 
Clarke of the booksellers group, who 
declared that, while the proposal 
has not yet been acted on, ‘it will 
certainly be done.’ 

‘It is just as fair to cut prices on 
newspapers as it is on a drug prod- 
uct or a book,’ Dr. Clarke declared. 
Plan, as he outlined it, will first be 
directed. against. those newspapers 
editorially opposed to price-mainte- 
nance, but may be expanded to those 
which carry store advertising extoll- 
ing ‘iree’ prices. 





Shave Replaces Bradley 
Ed L. Shave, sports editor of The 
St. Paul Daily News since 1911, has 
replaced George H. Bradley as di- 
rector of the Minnesota Tourist 
Bureau, effective Aug. 1. Spot pays 
$4,000 annually. 


Bradley, before going in as tour-|, 


ist director in. 1933, was St. Paul 
VARIETY correspondent and for seven 
years city editor of The St. Paul 
Daily News. 





AFL Doesn’t Start Se Well 

First efforts to form American 
Federation of Labor newspaper un- 
ion units, announced by William 
Green, feil through in Chicago on 
July 28. Scheduled organization 
meeting was given wide publicity, 
but none of the 60 pro-A.F. of L. 
men who were signed up appeared. 

Only ones who showed were six 
reporters, sent to cover the meeting, 
four of whom were Guild members. 





NLRB Settles Standard Mag Case 

Appeal by the Book and Magazine 
Guild to the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board in the case of David 
Redstone, employe discharged July 
12 by Standard Magazines, Inc., was 
dropped last week and Redstone re- 
instated on Monday (2). Case, which 
was the Guild’s first appeal to the 
board, was withdrawn after three 
preliminary hearings and settled. It 
was based on the allegation by the 
Guild that Redstone was discharged 
for union activities. 

Conversations on Monday night 
with the parties involved in the case 
produced conflicting statements. Red- 
stone declares that after he returned 
to work he was moved to another 
floor, isolated from the other em- 
ployes and given proofreading work 
to do. His former work, he stated, 
consisted of making up, supervising 


| the publisher which went into effect 
| Monday 





editorial work, writing blurbs, in- 


terviewing authors, applicants and 


feading manuscripts. 

Ned L. Pines, publisher, stated that 
Redstone was put back on his old 
job of proofreading and was just on 
his vacation from July 12 until this 
week, when he returned to work. 

Redstone contends that he was 
fired by Leo Margulics, editorial di- 
rector, on July 12, the reason given 
him being economy. He says that 
he was not on vacation, but that all 





his efforts since July 12 have been 
directed to getting reinstated. 





Bevy of Philly Firings 
New Guild contract at the Phila- | 
delphia Record and agreement with | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


(2) on the Inquirer, have 
brought about a wave of firings, as 
the managements adjust themselves 
to higher wage scales. Record, in the 
past two months, has dropped nine 
employees in the editorial room. 

Inquirer beheadings included prin- 
cipally men whose’ metropolitan 
newspaper experience would entitle 
them, under the new agreement, to 


Dick O’Keefe, former Inquirer Wash- 
ington correspondent and later as- 
sistant city editor, to cover his old 
beat at the Mayor's office. Clarence 
Campbell was transferred from the 
city desk to the copy desk, Mac Mac- 
Donald from th. city desk to rewrite, 
and Tommy Turnbull from office boy 
to district reporter. 








6 ANG Organizers Named 

Eight of the 10 new organizers 
for the American Newspaper Guild 
were appointed last week, six hav- 
ing started to work in widely scat- 
tered sections of the country. One 
of the two remaining positions will 
be filled by a Canadian, in accord- 


ance with a decision’ recently 
adopted by the International Execu- 
tive Board. Appointments were 


made possible by the allotment of 
C.L.O. funds for this purpose. 

Appointees are: Don Stevens, for 
Chicago and the Middle West; 
Charles L. Irvine for Seattle; Mor- 
ris Watson, for wire services; Ernest 
Moorer, for Atlanta and the South; 
Bernice Morgan, for Knoxville and 
the South; Honore Armstrong, for 
Seattle ‘and the Northwest; Nathan 
L. Goldberg in national headquar- 
ters, New York, and Fred Myers for 
New England. 





Thompson te Miami 


Elwin Thompson, former manag- 
ing editor of the N. Y. Telegraph, 
and before that with the Ft. Worth 
Record, has gone south to become 
managing editor of the Miami Daily 
Tribune. 


Florida paper is owned by the 


Annenberg interests, which also own |- 


the Telegraph. . ' 





Pulp Novels Again 

Magna Publications, Inc., is put- 
ting out a series of mystery novels 
in pamphlet form, to be sold at 
newsstands. Different titles in. a 
series of w.k. mystery novels will be 
published monthly. First one, out 
this month, is Vincent Starrett’s 
‘Laughing Buddha.’ 

Other magazine outfits which have 
their eve on the regular book field 
are the American Mercury and Re- 
view of Reviews. Mercury puts out 
nevels, and the latter prize short 
siories. 

Street & Smith took a whirl at 
book publishing in a ‘15c pulp 
format, and Ellery Queen tried a 
25 center. Both of the latter tries 
flopped. 

New series is pocket size, printed 
on good stock with an attractive 
ec ver, 





Steffens’ Letters 

Granville . Hicks, who 
did a biography of John Reed, is 
working at his mountain home In 
Grafton, outside of Troy, N. Y., with 
Ella Winter, second wife of Lincoln 
Steffens, in editing thousands of the 
journalist-author’s letters. They 
will be published in book form. 

In searching her husband's let- 
ters, Miss Winter recently obtained 
a package of such communications 
from Owen D. Young. The letters 
were found in the storeroom of a 
house at Riverside, Conn., occupied 
at one time by Steffens and pur- 
chased in 1920 by Young. 


recently 





Stage’s A. K. Issue 
Booth Tarkington celebrated his 
68th birthday in Indianapolis last 
week. He is one of the authors 
honored in the August issue of Stage. 
Other Indiana authors in the 


historical edition of the mag are 
George Jean Nathan, David Graham 





a | 





S-s-sold! 





Macon, Ga., Aug. 3. 

The Rev. J. F. Cargile is put- 
ting finishing touches on his 
13,000-word novelette and look- 
ing for a publisher. Book is 
titled ‘The Gladiator’s Choice’ 
and every word in it begins 
with ‘s’. 

Baptist preacher has been 
working on his opus two years 
and says he is using only ‘s’ 








words ‘for reasons of my own.’ 





Brooklyn Eagle Strike 


The Brooklyn Eagle unit of the 


Newspaper Guild last week voted | 


65 to 30 to authorize the executive 


ther efforts to secure a contract are 
not successful. After the vote was 
taken, a motion to make it unani- 
mous was adopted. Strike must be 
approved by the Representative As- 
sembly before it can go into effect. 


Vote grew out of the firing of five 
employes, one of them from the 
newly organized circulation depart- 
ment section of the Guild, for what 
the unit alleges were union activi- 
ties. Sixth man, Fd Hughes, sports 


cartoonist and columnist, was in- 
definitely suspended. 

Following conferences with the 
management this week, one man, 


Kingsley Austin, has been reinstated, 
and indications are that two more 
will shortly be taken back. Stock- 
holders’ meeting is scheduled for 
today (4) and another meeting of 
the Guild and the management at 
the end of the week. 





Philly News In Trouble 


Philadelphia Newspaper Guild is 
preparing to file a complaint against 
the Daily News with the Nationai 
Labor Relations Board unless A. E. 
Manfredonia, News unit chairman, is 
returned to his former job and pay. 
Guild charges that Manfredonia was 
fired one day after he posted a Guild 
notice showing the gains won by the 
Philly Inquirer as a result of nego- 
tiations with the publisher. Notice 
was removed, the Guild alleges, and 
Manfredonia was. informed that 
economy necessitated his dismissal. 

Manfredonia was reinstated by 
Robert B. Vale, city editor, not as 
rewrite man at $22 a week, but as 
library clerk at $15. Vale told Tom 
McCarthy, Guild organizer, that 
Manfredonia could also have, if he 
wanted it, the soft-drink concession 
in the shop, which would net him $2 
to $6 a week. 

McCarthy. was the labor editor of 
the News until about three months 
ago. He was also unit chairman 
when fired for economy reasons. 





Mrs. Shathin’s ‘Apollo’ 
Novel, ‘Apollo,’ written by Mrs. 
Daphne Shathin, will be published 
this fall by Messner in N. Y. 
Mrs. Shathin is the wife of War- 
ners’ Japanese manager. | 





.. Blake Gets Column 
Charlie Blake, reporter on the 
Chicago American, evening Hearst 
rag, gets a crack at a regular col- 
umn, 
Will do ‘Around Chicago’ starting 
next week. 





LITERAT! DEATHS THIS WEEK 


Joseph M. Lyman, 41, editor of 
the Daily Hampshire Gazette, 
Northampton,’ Mass., died at his 
home on July 25 after a brief illness. 
He had been with the newspaper 
for 15 years and was editor for the 
past five years. 


Ruel Periey Smith, 67, who was 
night city’editor and one of the Sun- 
day editors of the New York World 
until his retirement 10 years ago, 
died in New York on July 30. Death 
was caused by pneumonia following 
an operation. He was known for 
his adventure stories for boys, 
which included the ‘Rival Campers’ 
series and ‘Jack Haryey'’s Adven- 
tures.’ 

W. Earl Grubb, 50, managing edi- 
tor of the Bangor (Pa.) Daily News, 
died of a heart attack at his home 
in Bangor last Thursday (26), after 
an illness of two days. Grubb had 
been editor of the paper since the 
death of his father, W. R. Grubb, 
founder of the News, 20 years ago. 





CHATTER 


John Buchan on a trip to 
Arctic. 


the 


Connecticut. 


Ralph Allan now with the English 
Book Shop in N.Y. 














Phillips, and Theodore Dreiser. 


James Lee, ace rewriter of the Los 


} 


committee to call a strike, if fur- | so that theatre audience as well as 





Radio Reporis 





(Continued from page 43) 


20 minutes from inside the theatre 
with audience participating. Stunt 
clicked so thoroughly on first showe 
|ing likely will switch into theatre 
| for full 30 minutes. 

First 10 minutes was the regula- 
‘tion Vox Pop, which has been spon- 
' sored steadily for the last four years 
'over KTRH by Metzger Dairies. 
Then came switch-over to a_ stage 
mike in the theatre with Staff An- 
| nouncer Ted Nabors behird the 
| mike as ‘Doctor I. Q.’ Three port- 
lable mikes manned by program 
director Harry Greer and two other 
announcers were out in the crowd. 
All mikes hooked up to P. A. system 





air audience could hear whole pro- 
ceedings. 

Correct answers to Doc. I.Q.’s 
questions from audience volunteers 
were rewarded with five silver dol- 
lars. Partially correct answers drew 
a merchandise coupon from _ the 
sponsor. Snapper comes with the 
final question, which is a ‘master 
question,’ double tough but carrying 
a $25 prize for the correct answer. 
If nobody answers correctly prize 
goes over to next week to be added” 





|GERALD WALKER 


Marguerite Young vacationing in} 


to the ‘master question’ money then. 
Alsa, 


With Harry Heilmann, Bob Evans 
Sports Quiz 

15 Mins., Local 

Tues., and Thurs., 6:30 p.m. 
PETER PAN BREAD 

WXYZ, Detroit 

Stunt previously successful on net- 
works is given new twist for a base- 
ball program in a town which is dia- 
mond-sport mad. Got off auspici- 
ously and should have little trouble 
clicking. 

Station has Gerald (Gee) Walker, 
outfiielder of Detroit Tigers, as hub 
of program. He's not a polished 
miker by any means and his south- 
ern drawl is a bit tiresome at times, 
but nevertheless he’s sock to sport 
fans. Abetted on twice-weekly 
stints. which are also shipped to 
WXYZ's state web, by Harry Heil- 
mann. WXYZ sports announcer, and 
Bob Evans, sports spieler at WMBC, 
both of whom turn in nice jobs. 

Idea is to get fans to write in ques- 
tions on baseball, five best each pro- 





Angeles Examiner, has finished a 
novel, ‘Hollywood Agent.’ which 
Macaulay will publish. 

Oliver La Farge’s new novel titled 
‘The Enemy Gods.’ 

Foto, picture mag, will henceforth 
be published bi-monthly. 

May Sarton in England working 
on a novel titled ‘The Single Hound.’ 

Dale Carnegie’s ‘How to. Win 
Friends’ has passed the 500,000 mark. 

Edward Levinson, N. Y. Post’s 
labor reporter, is writing a book on 
the C.I1.O. for Harper's. 

Bill McGiffen of the Associated 
Press will go to London in Septem- 
ber to head the feature staff there, 

Mrs. Grace Stone Hall, woman’s 
editor of the Miami Daily News, is 
assembling material in Hollywood. 

Albert Gervais’ novel ‘Madame 
Flowery Sentiment’ has been tran- 
slated from the French and will be 
published by Covici-Friede. 

W. S. Kirkpatrick, m.e. of Hearst’s 
Atlanta Georgian and Sunday Ameri- 
can, is vacationing with his son Bill, 
revorter on the L. A. Herald Express. 

Edmond Coblentz is sitting in as 
editorial generalissimo of the L. A. 
Examiner. Has been without portfolio 
since the New York American, of 
which he was editor, was dropped. 

Charles Siegferth, former col- 
umnist of the now defunct Brooklyn 
Times-Union, will ether his column, 
‘Picked From the Throng,’ three 
times weekly over WBBC, Brooklyn. 
It’s personality stuff. 

Fawcett Publications has combined 
Screen Book and Screen Play, with 
Ted Magee, editor of the former, 
continuing as combo ed. and Llewel- 
lyn Miller moving from the chair of 
Screen Play into an undefined edi- 
torial capacity. 

George Bernard Show has written 
a series of articles on Fascism and 
Sovietism which will appear in Story 
mag in the fall. Articles will be 
anti-Fascist and pro-Soviet and are 
Shaw's first American magazine 
pieces in many years. 

George Conrad Ebbert, former as- 
sociate editor of Inspiration maga- 
zine, has gone columnist and is do- 
ing a short daily feature, ‘Life Lines,’ 
which is being syndicated by 
Siegrad Syndicate, Inc. Feature also 
appears in This Week, bi-monthly 
mag published by Herald Trib. 

One of the best breaks ever was 
gotten by Elliot Paul’s new book, 
‘Life and Death of a Svanish Town’ 
| (Random House) which got full 
| front-page raves in both the Sunday 
Times and the Herald Tribune, N.Y., 
last Sunday (1), as well as front- 
page splurge in the Saturday Review 
of Literature. Seldom any book lands 





gram getting free transportation 

etc. to appear on show and quis 

Walker in person. Gag should g0 

great guns outstate, where listen. 

ers’ll get a long free ride to Detroit, 

And novel part of it all, there's noth. 

ing to buy or write, except the ques- 

a P 

rogram flows as smooth] 

be expected. Spotted right ot the 

dinner hour, should have no trouble 

catching big audience. Scheduled 
to run twice-weekly for duration of 

a weenee , P 

peiling is short and choice 

of plugs being inserted in more an. 

gestible form by Walker, who hands 

out autographed ball and loaf of 
bread to each quizzer. Pete. 

‘NEW IDEAS’ 

With Martin Weldon, Marion Hal}. 
pert, Pat Lederer, Jackson Beck 
George Berry, Elizabeth Morgan, 
Byron Keith, Heien Orendt and 
Frank McCullough 

Dramatic Readings 

30 mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Monday, 8:15 p.m., DST. 

WINS, New York 
Hearst-owned WINS offers a con- 

tribution to the broadcasting experi- 

ment with Shakespeare. It’s ‘much 
ado about’. . . well, at least little. 

Proposal is to weekly trot out some 

‘love scenes’ from the Bard’s big 

book. Initialer had three chunks, 

Martin Weldon ‘conceived and di- 
rected’ the idea.. Miss Halpert does 
the narrative and dresses the scenes, 
Unfortunately, the acting didn’t nose 
up to a very high level. 

Lacked continuity, and it will be 
only the inveterate and never sated 
Shakespeare addict who will have 
tne patience to stick with the series. 
As usual, the program is palmed off 
as being another in the daisy chain 
of radio ‘experiments.’ 

Miss Lederer and Beck paired off 
first as, respectively, Kate and Pe- 
truchio in one of the repartee bits 
from ‘Taming of Shrew.’ Lines main- 
tained their salty tang because of 
fairish handling by players. Dull 
was the excerpt from ‘Twelfth 
Night’ with the Duke and Viola 
heaving sighs as done by George 
Berry and Elizabeth Morgan. What 
should have been a topper, the bal- 
cony bit from ‘Romeo,’ missed be- 
cause the troupers, Keith and Miss 
Orendt, missed, the latter by miles. 

Frank McCullough, vet legiter 
who has done rather a thick slice of 
Shakespeare in his time, closed 
show with critical praise for all. His 
swell diction made listeners regret 
he had not been in the sketches. As 
a critic, he was the best actor. 

Bert. 


DUNBAR BIGELOW 
Discs 

AMERICAN MAGAZINE 
Monday, 6:30 

WHAZ, Troy 

_Editor of monthly started this se- 
ries of transcriptions by telling 
stories about ‘The American Scene,’ 
but a switch from one full-time yarn 
to bits about unusual people—unu- 
sual activities brought the last discs 
heard around to the formula used in 
a group of platters made last year 
by Sumner Blossom. Latter provides 
more interesting radio fare for the 
average dialer. 

Quarter-hour tales by an averages 
ability narrator, aided only by such 
elementary sound effects as_ the 
noise of a train or automobile, a 
whistle, etc., denoting story action, 
become a little tedious. Several -re- 
ports, caught on the operations and 
technique of hi-jackers, the Ameri- 
can career of an Austrian imposter, 
and the adventures of two boys from 
the U. S. A. in the banana industry, 
cried for dramatization by actors. 
They made better reading than lis- 
tening. Last two weeks’ curiosa, an 
angle which The American long has 
featured, sounded livelier and more 
intriguing. 

Bigelow speaks in a clear voice 
and with a straightforward rather 
than a dramatic delivery. Records 
cut for turntabling on exchange at 
smaller terms stations. Jaco. 


SYLVIA FROOS 

With Jay Bennett, Blue Belles, Bob 
Stanley Orch. 

30 Mins. 

Sunday 7.30 p. m. DST 

WOR-Mutual, New York 

One of the names signed by WOR 
Artist Bureau for fall buildup, Miss 
Froos, with a vaude and radio back- 
ground, got off to a good and _ well 
publicized start Sunday (1). Given 
a swell time for audience attention, 
the warbler also had the benefit of 
a carefully groomed backstopping. 
Program is in line with Mutual webs 
effort to keep a strong sustaining 
series of shows on Sunday nights 
during the summer to hold the listen- 
ers for autumn commercials. 

Miss Froos’ four numbers were 
‘Gone with Wind,’ ‘God’s Chillen Got 
Rhythm,’ ‘Where and When,’ and 
‘Thrill Is Gone.’ She was strong on 
’em all, and looks to easily live uP 
to the expectations her new sctup 
has for her. . 

Stanley’s orchestra is a fairly slick 
crew with a fast rhythmic style. The 
trio was chiefly good, but at times 
the intricate arrangements used tena- 





more than one of these at a time, not 
to speak of all three. 


ed to make the lyrics inarticulate. 
Bert. 
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VARIETY 59 





Four A’s Figured to Switch 
Concert Field Control from 


G.0.A.A.A. to Newer A.G.MLA. 





Jurisdiction of the concert and | 
opera performer field, now held by | 
the Grand Opera Artists Association | 
of America under a charter from the | 
Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America, is slated to be transferred | 
ic the American Guild of Musical 
Artists. GOAAA. is protesting the | 
ewitch, but understood the skids are 
zlready well greased and the deal is 


only a formality when the Four A's 
meets next month to act on the 
matter. 


GOAAA has been given the three 
weeks between now and the next 
AAAA meeting to show cause why | 
jts 
and the jurisdiction given to the 
AGMA. Motion to that effect was 
made at last week’s Four A session 
by Ken Thomson, Screen Actors 
Guild secretary. Replying to the 
proposal, Giuseppe Interrante, 
GOAAA president, accused Frank | 
Gillmore, Equity and Four A head, | 
of ‘scheming’ with the AGMA offi- | 
cials to transfer the charter to the 
Jatiter orga 
AAAA constitution and by-laws. 
Gillmore is using his official position 
to serve personal ends, Interrante 
charged. 

Argument that ‘Thomson’s motion 
assumed the GOAAA is guilty with- 
out proof was made by Leonard E. 
Ruisi, counsel for the GOAAA. 
Burden of proof, Ruisi claimed, is on 
the Four A’s. Attorney further 
stated after the meeting that. the 
GOAAA would take court action, ‘if 
possible,’ to prevent the ‘railroading’ | 
action by the AAAA heads. Reason 


charter should not be revoked | 
| bers of the ballet, 
| mation, 


nization in defiance of the | 





| verted 


offered for withdrawing the GOAAA | 


charter is that it has failed properly 
‘to “organize the opera and concert 
field. GOAAA claims it has more 
than 200 members and is growing 
tast. 

Has Big Names 





Ballet Uproar 


Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 


much arty temperament al- 
kept Littlefield ballet from 





Too 
most 


| boards of Robin Hood Dell last week. 


Troupe just returned from Europe. 
Because of lack of scenery, Miss Lit- 
tlefield refused to do ‘Barn Dance’ 
and ‘Terminal,’ which won acclaim 
abroad. Instead she did ‘Sleeping 
Beauty,’ which group hadn't prac- 
ticed for several months. 

Rehearsal was very ragged, Dan- 
seuse didn’t like it and neither did 


| Conductor Alexander Smallens. They 


were both pretty much sore at the 
world when one of the male mem- 
in Smallens’ esti- 
made a face at him. Small- 
ens was all for cracking him on the 
head. and not with a baton. But Lit- 


| tlefield interfered and she and Small- 


ens had it out. 





Spanish Garden 
As Scene of Al 


Fresco Carmen 


Birmingham, Aug. 3. 
‘Carmen’ will be sung here in Sep- 
tember with the Legion Field con- 
into a Spanish village al 
fresco for the occasion. Audience 
will participate in fiesta. Tables will 
be set out. Opera will be the climax. 
Mrs. J. W. Luke is impresario and 
Mrs. George Bridges. will 


| charge of the fiesta arrangements. 


AGMA claims an active, paid-up | 
membership of more than 400, includ- | 
ing the big names of the concert and | 


opera ranks. AGMA heads say the 
GOAAA have only about 67 paid up 
members. 
100 ef the GOAAA membership have 


with AGMA. Only a small group of 
officers has blocked the merge. it 
claimed. 


Also claim that more than | 


| 
| 
signed petitions for amalgamation | 


Action of the AGMA in seeking | 


#ffiliation with the AAAA, an AFL 
affiliate, finally and definitely sets | 
ai rest a fairly widespread belief that 
ithe organization was _ originally 
formed and had acted simply as a 
stalking horse for the concert man- 
‘agers and opera producers. This 
impression, strengthened during sev- 
eral Dickstein bill hearings, is 
thought to have arisen from the un- 
usual formation of the group, which 
was started largely by top names. 
AGMA was originally suggested to 
Lawrence Tibbett, the current presi- 
dent, by Frank Chapman, concert 
singer and husband of Gladys 
Swarthout, during a round of golf. 
About a year later Jascha Heifetz 
made the same proposal to Tibbett 


Mary Fabian will stage. 





Nice Going in Philly as 
Littlefield Ballet Helps 
Dell Gross Nifty 156’s 


Philadelphia, Aug. 3. 


Weather and Catherine Littlefield 
ballet last week gave Philly Orch 
men’s Robin Hood Dell concerts best 
gross of season and one of best in 
seven years operation of the al 
fresco music hall. Wickets clicked 


| 30.000 times in six days for a very 


nifty $15,000, Present week's series, 


- 


which concludes tonight, going along 
neatly and destined to break another 
record. 

First Littlefield ballet, presented | 
last Tuesday after rain blocked Mon- 
day’s skedded performance, drew ap- 
proximately 7,500 people at double 
admish for around $6,000. This is a 


|new Dell record. Wednesday's per- 


in Hollywood. Then about four years | 


ago a group of six concert stars, 
including George Gershwin, Richard 
‘Bonelii, Leo Fischer (the present 
secretary), Albert Spalding, Deems 
Taylor and Don Vorhees, met at 
Tibbett’s home in New York and 
formed the nucleus of the organi- 
zation. 

First regular meeting was held two 
weeks later, with the above names 
and Chapman, Heifetz, Alma Gluck, 
William M. Daly, Paul Whiteman. 
Frank Sheridan, Efrem Zimbalist. 
James Melton, Ernest Schelling. 
Fred Waring, Queena Mario, Charles 
Hackett, Eva Gauthier, Miss Swarth- 
out, Ruth Miller, Stewart Wille and 
Frank LaForge present. Tibbett was 
elecied president. 

Idea of forming the group with 
name artists was that they would 
be beiter able to risk sticking their 
necks out against managers, they 
would be in better financial position 
lo help organize the group, would 
carry more prestige in getting the 
body. under 
more weight 
managers, if 
oped. 

Dues for the AGMA are $25 a year 
With an initiation fee of $50. GOAAA 
aves are $10, with a $5 initiation fee. 
Under the proposed merger of the 


in a fight with the 
and when one devel- 


formance of ballet ‘(Wednesday 
nights are left open in case rain 
some other night makes a postpone- 
ment necessary) attracted 5,000 cus- 


_ tomers for estimated gross of $4,000. 


Two dual piano concertos plus two 
performances of ‘Carmen’ this week, 


/ all at double admishes, are expected 


way and would carry) 


to bring gross to $17,000. Dell execs 
have finally dropped completely pro- 
jected plan to present five concerts 
this summer in 16,000 seater Con- 
vention Hall. Philly musie lovers 
apparently like their Beethoven 
under the stars, for 
door presentations floparooed hard. 





Hurray for Sousa 
July 25. 


Boys 
concert 


Vienna, 
Father Lachs’ Symphonic 
won the audience at the 
house when they played a Sousa 
composition, Sousa being America’s 
most popular composer here. 
Program included 
Coppelia ballet, the 
and the Prophet. : M. 
rected. 


paris from the 
Meistersinger 
Lesinski 





two groups. GOAAA members would 
be permitted to enter without an ini- 
tiation fee and dues for them would 
be set at $15 for active mem' or 
$10 for Class A members. 





Galli-Curci Coast Tour 


Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 

Resting at home -here following 
her return to the concert stage in 
April and May, Amelita Galli-Curci 
expects to tour this fall. She will 
sing here Nov. 2 

Tour starts at Victoria, B. C., Oct. 
1 and extends through Vancouver, 
Seattle, Portland and down the West 
Coast. 








top); 
have ballyhoo failed to create the expected 


i 





| 


| estimated attendance of 150.000, 





GROSS $14,400 


AT LEWISOHN 


Stadium Concerts, N. Y., last week 


rang up their best figures so far this 
season. Despite rain Monday (26) 
night, a wallop performance of Wag- 
ner excerpts and two evenings of 
ballet by the Philadelphia Ballet 
boosted the figures. First appear- 


ance in New York of George King 
Raudenbush, conductor of the Har- 
risburg Symphony Orchestra, was no 
dice at the boxoffice. Batoner’s 
lack of name and only so-so reviews 
did him no good. Totals for the 
week were 29.700 attendance and 
$14,400 gross. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Monday (26), regular concert, with 

Fritz Reiner conducting ($1 top); 


performance moved indoors because 
of rain: miserable $200. 


Tuesday (27), ‘Tristan und Isolde’ 
excerpts, with Fritz Reiner and 
soloists ($1.50 top): clear. cool 
weather plus Reiner’s farewell date 
of the season and the last of the 
Wagner series: fine $5,800. 

Wednesday (28), 
with George King 
ducting ($1 top); 
couldn’t turn this 
draw: bad $600. 

Thursday (29), ‘Steeping Beauty’ 
ballet, by Philadelphia Ballet, with 
Alexander Smallens conducting ($1.50 
clear weather and advance 


regular concert, 
Raudenbush con- 
clear weather 
unknown into a 


demand, though ballet is nearly al- 
ways Okay at the wicket: $2,500. 

Friday (30), ‘Sleeping Beauty’ re- 
peat, with Philly Ballet and Alexan- 
der Smallens ($1.50 top); fair 
weather; somewhat better, $3,000. 

Saturday (31), regulat concert, 
with George King Raudenbush ($1 
top); clear weather, but again a 
weakie, with the week-end exodus 
to the resorts a factor: $1,100, brutal. 

Sunday (1), regular concert, with 
George King Raudenbush ($1 top); 
weather couldn't save it, murder 
again at $800. 

This week started off with a rained 
out concert Monday (2), night, 
Jascha Heifetz, as violin soloist, with 
George King Raudenbush conduct- 
ing, drew a_ better-than-capacity 
house estimated at $8,500, but the 
performance was halted by rain. It 
will be repeated tonight (Wednes- 
day). Heifetz was also ‘skedded to 
solo last night (Tuesday) and was 
Ggured : for another smack gross. 





——ma 


Helen Gahagan Sings Modern Songs 
As Best-Attended Salzburg Festival 


Starts; 39 Operas and 95 Concerts 








has 


Philadelphia Forum 
Thomas Mann, Nobel Prize 
to its list of lecturers for the com- 
ing subscription season. Writer, 
of whose previous lectures in Amer- 
ica have been in German, will speak 
English this appearance, 

Majority of Forum events are held 
in the Seay Se of Music, Philly. 


AUDITORIUMS’ 
UNION JAMS 


Atlanta, Aug. 3. 

Local Stage Hands Union is burn- 
ing at Atlanta auditorium, 
nearing completion, because City 
Buildings Committee Thursday (29) 
included employment of an electri- 
cian at $190 per month and not a 
Stage hand at $75 per week. 

W. A. Kemp and Cliff Clower. 
union reps, declared Atlanta 
had asked international 
place aude on ‘road cal.’ 


winner, 


most 


now 


union to 


Structure’s formal opening has 
been set for Aug. 28 despite fact it 


won't be ready by then. 





San Francisco, Aug. 3. 

A tilt last week between Stanford 
University and the International Al- 
liance of Theatrical Stage Employes 
threatens to cancel the annual con- 
cert series that includes the appear- 
ances of Lawrence Tibbett, Nelson 
Eddy and Lily Pons and the closing 
of the university’s new $750,000 thea- | 
tre to all but local productions. 

According to Den J. Hugh Jack- 
son, acting controller, the theatrical 
union has demanded a_ full-time 
property custodian and general utili- 
ty man, hired from the ranks of or- 
ganized labor, 


will attempt to halt the concert 
series by calling out those of its 
members who travel, as property 
men, with the concert stars. 

H, A. Krebs. Palo Alto business 
agent of the union, denied making 
any threats to halt the concert series. 
He said that the university had three 
years of grace to meet the regula- 
tions governing commercial theatres 
and that he was making an attempt 
to place a union man in the job. 

To make the issue more involved 
the university already ‘employs a 
full-time custodian in the’ univérsity 
in the person of Waldemar Johansen, 
technical director, who is also a 








| member of the faculty. 





Concert, Opera on Upbeat in Japan 


Grace Moore, icicles Tibbett Among List of 
Imports by Strok—Tokyo Asahi 





150,000 HEAR LILY 
PONS IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, Aug. 3. 
Lily Pons-Andre Kostelanetz open- 


first of the in-| air concert Saturday (31) night drew 


with | 


|a three-mile complete traffic tie-up | 


' 


di- | 


lof turn-aways. 


Audience began arriving at 1 p.m. 


\for the 8:30 recital, bringing lunch 
‘along. 
L. A. Music Lineup 
Los Angeles, Aug. 3. 
Partial lineup for fall season at 
the Philharmonic Auditorium, start- 
ing Oct. 19, has been announced. 
Artists booked inciude Yehudi 
Menuhin, Galli-Curci, Kirsten Flag- 
stad, Salzburg Opera Guild, Nelson 
Eddy, Marion Andei John 
Charles Thomas. Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo, Shan Kar Hindu 
dancers, Jooss European Ballet. San 
\Carlo Grand Opera and. Trudi 


| Schoop and her balict 


+ 
vr 


| 








\Japan outstanding concert 


Tokyo, July 12, 
A. Strok, the impresario, has en- 
listed the co-operation of the Tokyo 
Asahi (Morning Sun) in bringing to 
artists 


during the next five years. Arrange- 


iments have already been made with 


—_— --+- 


| Jacques 


|Grace Moore and Lawrence Tibbett 
to visit Japan. Dates will 


ranged by Strok when he visits 
| America next month. 
Other artists contracted for ap- 


| pearance this fall are Tito Schipa, | 


Thibaud, French violinist. 


and Alfred Cortot, French pianist. 


, contract 


Strok also has a plan for pro- 
moting grand operas here, which 
contemplates combining foreign stars 
with Japanese singers. 

Toho, in co-operation with 
Victor and the Columbia 
graph. companies here; have closed 
with the Vienna Opera 
Company to appear in Japan. Some 
40 members of the troupe will arrive 
in Japan in October and will give 
performances in the leading Taka- 
razuka houses. 


the 
phono- 


Thomas Mann in English . 


added | 


local | 


} 


| 


Should the university fail to com- | 
ply, according to Jackson, the union | 








| ‘Everyman’ 





By EMIL MAASS 


Salzburg, July 25. 


Salzburg offers, this year, more 
than ever to the visitor; 27 opera 
performances, 12 operetta perform- 


/ances, 10 grand concerts, nine small- 
er concerts, eight church concerts 
and 68 ‘incidentals.’ Title for the 
whole could be ‘150 years of music,’ 
as works from immortal composers 
beginning with Gluck’s ‘Orpheus and 
Eurydice,’ to modern Richard Strauss 
are played. 


Super-modern music was repre- 
sented by Hans Duhan and Helen 
Gahagan of America. They sang 


pieces from Marx, Kienzl, Josef Ri- 
naldini, Alban Berg, Hans Ewald 
Heller and Rudolf Reti. 


Beethoven's ‘Fidelio’—as usual— 
and Schubert's operetta ‘Dreima- 
ederlhaus’ were chosen as openers 
for this year’s festival season, Days 
before—season started on Saturday, 
July 24—-Salzburg and the neighbor- 
ing villages were overcrowded, 
Members of the festival committee 
are all smiles. They promise that 
statislics—with an allowance for fig- 
ure juggling—will make the seem- 
ingly impossible possible, a_ still 


higher attendance from abroad than 
ever. 

Natives of Austria are scarce here 
and for obvious reasons: scarcity of 
cash, nowhere felt more than at 
Salzburg. Also most of the natives 
have seen them proceeding before 
and seek a change. 

The Stadttheatre, under the man- 
agement of Herbert Furreg, engaged 
Alfred Piccaver of the state opera 
for ‘Dreimaederlhaus.’ He played 
the part of Schubert, the unhappy 
lover. Piccaver has played this role 
hundreds of times already. Amer- 
ican tenor is at his best just now. 
Fritz Imhoff as Tschoell was excel- 
,lent, Bertie Greller as Grisi” and 
|Mizzi Zwerenz as the porter’s wife 
completed the all-star cast. Fritz 
Diestel set the scenes, Anton Paulik 
of the Theatre an der Wein directed. 


‘Merry Widow’ 


Franz Lehar’s ‘Merry Widow,’ with 
Rita Georg in the title role, and 
Wojciech von Ruskowsky of the 
Warsaw opera as Danilo followed. 
Excellent Warsaw guest followed in 


|the footsteps of Louis Treumann, 
, who originated the Danilo part, Mitzi 


Shorp, Leonardo Aramesco and 
Josef Egger had smaller parts. 
Scenes set by Otto Langer, dances 
by Harrys. 

Johann Strauss’ ‘Zigeunerbaron,” 
third in line of the Strauss oper- 
ettas, also drew full houses, with 
Christine Eftimiadis, Hansi Zimmer- 
mann, Fritz Imhoff and Alfred Pic- 
caver; scenes set by K. Richter. 


Arturo Toscanini directed ‘Fidelio.’ 
followed, then Verdi's 
‘Falstaff’ and Richard Strauss’ ‘Ro- 
senkavalier’ under Kanappertsbusch, 


Batoners: Toscanini, Bruno Walter, 
Kanappertsbusch, Rodzinki, Messner, 
Baumgartner, 


Star names on the programs: Lotte 
Lehmann, Jarmilla Novotna, Ker- 
stin Thorberg, Hilde Konetzni, 
Margit Bokor, Louise Helletsgruber, 
Herbert Alsen, Alexander Sved, Al- 
fred Jerger, Alexander Kipnis, Elisa- 
beth Rethberg, Rose Pauly, Maria 
Cebotari, Angelica Cravcenko, Eide 
Norena, Helge Roswaenge, Jussi 
Bjoerling, Ezio Pinza, Mariano Sta- 





bile, Karl Friedrich. 
Max Reinhardt flew with his wife 
| Helen Thimig from Paris, Toscanini 
flew in from Italy. 

Weather reports: good. That is 
the only really unusual thing that 
has happened at Salzburg so far. 








be ar- | 


Halasz in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Aug. 3. 

Hungarian conduc- 
directing chorus re- 
Louis Opera Co. for 


Laszio Halasz, 
tor, is here 
hearsals of St. 


the coming fall season, Nov. 22 to 
Dec. 3. Tryouts, attracting unusu- 
ally heavy number of hopefuls, were 
held in Municipal Auditoriums and 
rehearsals got under way Monday 
‘1) 

Singers of Metropolitan Opera 
who will appear for fall season are 
Flagstad, Chaliapin, Martinelli, Case 
tagna, Altho Tokatyan and ‘Papi. 
Erria Sack, Dresden, also has been 
enzused for appearance here, 
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Broadway 





Leo Kieran of the Times a papa. 

Alan Hale back in town from New 
England. 

Ann Clark due back from Europe 
next week. ‘ 

William Morris agency enlarging 
its offices in RKO building. 

Gabe Hess, of Hays office, back 
from vacash in Connecticut. 

Florence Mallee, of Rockettes, re- 
cuperating ‘from appendectomy. 

Bert Hanlon in from Hollywood 
for vacash says don’t know why. 
Jimmie Grainger, U's sales direc- 
i, back from biz trip to Chicago. 
Joe Burke has arranged for an- | 
other op in hope of restoring sight. | 


to 





Chauffeur of Marta Abba pinched | left for Europe. 


for speeding on 
Neck. 

Major Frederick Sidney Cotton, | 
Duiaycolor prez, back from Newport | 
visit. | 

Al Schneider, of CBS artist bureau, | 
expected back from the Coast Au- | 
gust 15. 


trip from Great | 





opened. M. Davis, MGM _ South 
African g.m., is on the spot. 

Capt. C. W. R. Knight here for the 
National Geographical Society of 
America to get a film of the crowned 
hawk-eagle, fiercest in the world. 

Joe Myers is acting as branch 
manager at African Consolidated 
Theatres’ Capetown office while 
J. H. Stodel is overseas on holiday. 


Tokyo 


By W. R. Wills 








Hot weather evaporating the b.o. 


stream. 


Helen Keller, blind authoress, off 


to Korea. 


Newsreelers popping up like 


mushrooms. 


Dr. and Mrs. Felix Weingartner | 


Prof. Klaus Pringsheim gave a 


farewell concert. 


Henri Gil-Marchex leaves soon for 


a Java concert tour. 


Fery Lorant, Hungarian violinist, 


j} he~e for an indef stay. 


William Piper, Paramount man- 


ager, a father; it’s a girl. 


Tommy Missman, sax tooter, back 


Tony Panza, recovered from stom- from America next month. 


ach ailment, back entertaining at | 
Roxy grill. 
Hal Horne commuting 


to New 


Paul Ninogradoff, Russian pianist, 


| concerting and well received. 


Benton & Bowles’ Wm. Benton and 


Hampshire, where Mrs. Horne is | wife are vacationing in Japan. 


summering. 


Dr. Wm. Montgoinery McGovern, 


Leon Van Gelder’s orchestra play- | author, and wife researching here. 


ing aboard showboat Americana for | 
second season. 


man 


Bus Johnson, former Paul White- 
trombonist, summering’ at 


P. D. Cochrane, advertising chief | Tsingtao. 


at Universal, away on vacation, due | 
back next week. 

Eddie Colebrook entering actor- 
author-producing ranks next month | 
with ’Frisco Kate.’ 

Jack (Columbia Picts) Cohn’s 
shiner as result of falling off horse 


|; news 
yay . 
| traliaward. 


A. Cecil Tayler, Peiping Chronicle 
editor, passed through Aus- 


As usual, horror and mystery pix 


holding the boards during Obon fes- 
tival weck. 


A. D. M. Longden, Anzac impres- 


at his Katonah estate. lsario, here arranging dates for La 


Since the French Casino folded, 





Meri, dancer. 


“Wald, after vacationing east. 


the Paradise and Hollywood have Henry Hellssen, Danish columnist, 
boomed. Tourist influx. writing a series for Copenhagen Ber- 
Bert Granet, WB film writer, re- | lingske Tidende, then to America. 
urns to the Coast next with Jerry | Loraine Kuck preparing an Orien- 
| tai Guide Book for Lippincott and a 


{Feather tavern, on West 48th. 


gpublicity office in the RKO building 
~from the 28th to the 19th floor. 


%Sunday (1) at Port Washington, L. I., 
ffor members of ‘Abbott acting com- 


shadow,’ now running the 


Joseph R. Fliesler has moved his | 
George Abbott hosted party last 


pany.” 

Carl Fisher and Mary Mason leave 
tomorrow (Thursday) for two weeks 
vacash at their Westport, Conn., 
home. 

Irving Windisch, publicity director 
of the Strand, N. Y., off to the Ca- 
nadian Rockies for a hunting trip on 
his vacash. 

Show folk and other habitues of | 
Times Square have been dramatized | 
by John Crump in his latest play, 
‘Rex Hotel.’ 

Tyree Dillard, Jr., of Metro’s legal 
staff, is slated to return from ocean 
cruise vacation next week. Been 
away a month. 

Howard Winner, who did Ethi- 
opian campaign for Universal news- 
reel, off to China on similar stint in 
Jap-Chinese fray. 

Hume Cronyn back from European 
vacash and into ‘Room Service,’ re- 
placing Eddie Albert while latter 
takes month’s loaf. 

Jack Benny’s bee-o-lin, miniature 
violin, was among exhibits at con- 
vention of Musical Instrument Manu- 
facturers in N. Y. last week. 

Mike Nidorf, of Rockwell-O’Keefe, 
at Buckwood Inn., Shawnee, Pa., 
convalescing from pneumonia. Ex- 
“ong to return to work in Septem- 

er. 

Ray Henderson cables from Aus- 
tralia that there is ‘enthusiasm 
everywhere’ from Katharine Cor- 
nell’s prospective world tour. P.a. on 
his way to Sourabaya, Java, then 
goes to China. 

Oscar Binder, manager of branch 
operations for Universal, with head- 
quarters in N,. Y., was given a birth- 
day luncheon last week marking 25 | 
years of service with company. Gifts | 
were given by Universal Club and 
the company, latter being a check. 














Georgie Price had Alfred G. Van-| - 


derbilt winging in Saratoga by put- | 
ting on a limey accent and posing as 
a cockney jokey and horse-trainer. 
Upset the Vanderbilt stables by tell- 
ing ’em that ‘you Americans don’t 
know anything about breeding 


horses’, 
South Africa 


By H. Hanson 











Mischa Elman a success in Johan- 
nesburg. 

Boswell’s Circus and Menagerie 
in Durban (Natal). 

Fred Roper’s Midgets Show lo- 
cated at Pavilion Theatre, Durban. 

Carl Rosa Opera Company opens 
a Capetown season on July 15 with 
*Rizoletto.’ 

Expected visit to South Africa by 
Ben Lyon and Bebe Daniels is cre- 
ating interest. 

Rosita Forbes, explorer and writer. 
has been giving South Africa a look 
over for six months. 

African Consolidated Theatres will | 
have a new theatre in Capetown. | 
Also a new theatre in Johannesburg | 

‘Merrily We Go,’ revue at Empire, 
Johannesburg, is merrily doing busi- | 
ness. George Lacy heads the show | 
as comedian. 

Metro working at top speed to get | 
its new cinema de luxe in Durban’ 


Eddie Chester, formerly Ted Lewis’ treatise 
Red | John Day & Co. 


on Japanese gardens for 





Chicago 





Al Marin has become a squash ex- 


pert. 


Sam Lutz chugging in a new gas- 


eater. 


Phil Friedlander to N. Y. for a 
month. 

Paul Sanders off to the Coast with 
his sculotor. 

Joe Jacobson up 
woods for fishing. 

Sam Gumpertz 
Ringling showing. 

Barney Ross is the town’s most de- 
voted sport-shirter. 

Sam Schoenstadt and frau back 
from N’Yawk vacash. 

Bill Stein in town for a spell, on 
his way to the Coast. 

CAPA readying an annual local 
show biz golf tourney. 

Henri Elman, of Capitol films, to 
the Coast to 0.0. product. 

Max Haiperin and Harry Greben 
to Cincinnati and Detroit. 

Charlie Riley and Dee Sparr col- 
labing on some racing yarns. 

Dorothy Miller knows the play-by- 
play history of all the White Sox 
games, especially the exploits of 
Zeke Bonura. 


to the north 


in for the local 





New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 





Jack Foxe off to Maryland. 

Irving Hillman vacationing at 
shore. 

a nadie Smiths to Surrey, Me., 
till fall. 

Ben Cohen back from sailing trip 
0 ALG. 

Gene Brassil taking the family to 
Lake George. 

At Paramount, George Reising 

back from vacash; Lew Schaefer 
leaves shortly. 
. -Percy Helton and Douglas Gil- 
more alternating as directors. . . 
‘Whistling in Dark’ and ‘Night of 
Jan. 16’ set for next two wecks. 

Ivoryton: Sidney Kingsley in. . . 
When they have a crowd here they 
draft extra chairs from the local un- 
dertaker. -Milton Stiefel doubles 
his apprentice group here and Say- 
brook Town Hall. 

Stony Creek: Daggett Lee makes 
this his favorite summer hangout... 
Mary Rockwell out of local cast. . . 
Clem Wilencheck stretched his stay 
to two weeks with Stony Creek Play- 
ers. .Veteran Wm. Dorbin only 
troupe member to hold over from 
last year. . .Welcome Stranger’ try- 
out postponed. 

Guilford: Edna Eustace goes for ice 
cream sticks in a big wav. . .Bett 
Goodrich in shorts could double 
nicely for commercial art posing. . . 
Canine thespian, ‘Mr. Dooley,’ drew 
floral bouquet opening night of ‘Fly 
Away Home’. Impresario Carl 
Goodman sidetracked ‘20th Century’ 
this week in favor of ‘Ceiling Zero’ 

Milford: Marcus Merwin and gang 
of original Conn. Players celebrated 
25th production by cutting a cake... 
Rex O'Malley aé_ consistent first- 
nighter here. -Helen Ward again 
costumiere. Natives apathetic to 
theatrical venture here, leaving sup- 
port exclusively to outlanders. . 
Leona Powers due Aug. 16 in ‘Vine- 
gar Tree’... Fred Howard has left for 
other parts. 


London 





Nate Spingold here for a couple 
of days en route to Carisbad. 


Elizabeth Allen and David Niven 
being tested »y Metro at Denham. 


Charles Laughton and Eric Pom- 
mer on a walking tour through 
Switzerland. 


Ben Goetz and Bob Ritchie off to 
Cannes to meet Louis B. Mayer en 
route to Carlsbad. 

Pinewood Film Studios, at Iver, 
the only film studios here with a 
bank on the premises. 

Max Nilder offered two cigars to a 
VARIETY mugg to get his name in this 
department. Nothing doing. 

Phil Rich anc Alice Adair in the 
Will Mahoney unit, which opens in 
the sticks the first week in August. 

Louis Adler, Pop of Larry, bring- 
ing him a new Cadillac when he re- 
turns from New York end of Au- 
gust. 

Alanova, Russian dancer of Scot 
parentage, married Count Andrea di 
Robilant at a London regiStry office 
July 22 

Cafe de Paris closed; reopens Sept. 
14 with the Yacht Club Boys, if they 
can get away from Hollywood for a 
few months. 

Henry Wenman, who recovered 
from blindness sufficiently to play 
in the revival of ‘The Squeaker,’ has 
had a relapse. 

Jack Waller week-ending at Le 
Touquet before becoming wrapped 
up in his three new productions for 
the West End. 

John Masefield succeeds Sir James 
Barrie as president of the Incorpor- 
ated Society of Authors, Playwrights 
and Composers. 

Hartley Power an1 Marie Ney will 
leave the cast of ‘To Have and to 
Hold’ and be replaced by Cyril Ray- 
mond and Gillian Lind. 

Sam Burger flying to Durban, 
South Africa, with his newly mar- 
ried wife to open the Metro, new 
MG deluxer at Durban. 

Francine Larrimore to do ‘The 
Birds Stopped Singing’ as a tryout 
at the Embassy, Swiss Cottage, with 
a West End run in view. 

Vivian, eldest son of Isidore Os- 
trer, engaged to marry Thekla Horn, 
one of the Albertina Rasch dancers 
at the Dorchester cabaret. 

Herman Hyde and Sally Burrill 
booked to return to London at the 
Savoy hotel, as soon as they finish 
their cabaret work in America. 

Romney Brent sailing for New 
York to take a look at ‘Room Serv- 
ice,’ in which he is to play a leading 
role when the show is done in Lon- 
don. 

Jack Willis is assistant producer 
to Rene Clair. Was with him in the 
same capacity Clair made 
‘Ghost Goes for Korda two 
years ago. 

Horace Goldin to do a show at the 
Royal Free Hospital for Incurables, 
Putney, to surprise David Devant, 
who is a patient there. Cardini will 
also appear. 

Loper and Hayes, who slipped into 
the Mayfair hotel quietly and scored 
a hit, go to Monte Carlo and Deau- 
ville, and return to London to play 
the Dorchester. 

Louis Sterling trying to get Tos- 
cannini to go to Palestine to lead the 
Palestine Symphony Orchestra. 
Sending recording unit over to make 
several records. 

Van Phillips, who recently com- 
pleted the longest broadcast contract 
ever signed by BBC (26 weeks) is 
musical director fox Jack Biichanan’s 
film productions. 

Will Mahoney dickering with 
Frank Neil for Australian tour. 
Mahoney’s last Australian appear- 
ance was in 1912 as Mahoney 
Brothers and Daisy. 

Miriam Seegar, first here with 
‘Crime,’ some 10 years ago, and now 
wed to film producer Tim Whelan, 
looking for a suitable vehicle to re- 
-turn to the West End. 

Odeon, deluxer which is revlacing 
the Alhambra, Leicester Square, 
built by Oscar Deutsch, opens some- 
time in October. House will have a 
straight picture policy. 

Five films on the floor at London 
Films: four Korda productions, in- 
cluding one of Victor Saville’s and 
one a New World Films production, 
which is the Bob Kane unit. 

Basil Sydney returns to the West 
End in a new crime play, “The Case 
of Blondie White.’ by Bernard Meri- 
vale and Geoffrey Dell. Harold 
French will produce the show for 
H. M. Tennent. 

Dave Bader has the film rights of 
the radio ‘Mr. Penny’ series, with 
John Corfield, head of British Na- 
tional having arranged for a film on 
the subject. Richard Toolden will 
do the title role. 

Marcel Hellman. who was direct- 
ing a picture starring Jack Hulbert, 
which he was producing in conjunc- 
tion with Alexander Korda. auit. 
Understood he wanted Arthur Ris- 
coe in the cast, but Hulbert objected. 

Dorchester Hotel’s new cabaret 
show now complete and will com- 
prise the Merriel Abbott girls, Wiere 
Bros.. Naunton Wayne and Robbins. 
Opening Sept. 16 and in till Christ- 


when 
West’ 


mas 

Charles Woolf has offered Arthur 
Tracy a five year film contract call- 
ing for two pictures per year at 


$60.000 per. But singer must not 
make pictures elsewhere’ whilst 
under contract. 


Warner’s Teddington Studios inun- 
dated with broadcasting personali- 
ties. Include Keith Faulkner, Ivy St. 





Helier, Bobby Comber, Claude Hul- 











bert, Chili Bouchier, Reginald Pur- 
dell, Athole Stewart. ‘ 

Sidney Howard and Arthur Riscoe 
being teamed for the first time and 
will co-star in a musical in the fall. 
Show will have six weeks in the 
sticks, and then go to the West-End. 
Jack Davis, agent, will present. 

Gordon Harker has the role of a 
lighthouse keeper in a spooky com- 
edy-drama by Evadne Price titled 
‘The Phantom Light.” Frank Ceilier 
producing the show, which has a 
provincial tzyout before coming to 
the West End. 

Following the success of the pic- 
turization of Edgar Wallace’s ‘Edu- 
cated Evans,’ Warners, which pro- 
duced it with Max Miller, purchased 
a story for its star which it 
call ‘Frank Evans.’ 
work until the Fall 


Westport é 


By Humphrey Doulens 








Ditto Helen Flint. 
Henry Fonda here. 


Lawrence Langner back from dude 
ranch, 


Luther Greene making rounds of 
strawhats. 

Peggy Wood at her place at Sun- 
set Ridge. 

William Lynn 


at 
Shorehaven. 


weekending 


Big ball game at Westbrook Peg- | 


ler’s next week. 
‘Lysistrata’ did big 
Country Playhouse. 


business at 


will | 
It won’t go into 





——S ene 


Hollywood 


Douglass Montgomery in Ensenada, 

Waliace Beery hunting in Idaho, 

Louis daPron vacationing in Yose.- 
mite. P 

Sigmund Romberg abed a flu suf- 
ferer. 

Jean Hersholt 
Francisco. 

Eddie Davis vacationing at Arrow- 
head Lake. 

Esther Muir and Sam Coslow are 
at Lake Tahoe. 

Christian Rub off to push around 
Europe a month. 

The Sam Briskins celebed a wed. 
ding anni July 27. 

Claude Binyon chucked scribbling 
toil for six weeks. 

Oito Dyar back from 
Gaumont British stills. 

Sam Weisbord here to escape the 
Manhattan midsummer. 

Metro scriveners moved into their 





winged to San 


making 


| new building last week. 


i 


| 


Roger Doulens off to Hollywood | 


for Radio Feature Service. 

Press will bite dog next Monday, 
ene luncheon for Eugenje Leonto- 
vich. 

Vivienne Osborne stays in Holly- 


wood instead of coming to her farm | 


at Norwalk for holiday. 

Downie Brothers Circus at Bridge- 
port Monday, after billing the coun- 
tryside for the first time. 

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt honor | 
guest at luncheon at Heywood 
Broun’s in North Stamford. 

Margaret Tallichet, Selznick find, 
discovered in bit 
Coaching with 
ova. 

Maria Savage, veteran Met chor- 


amar Daykarhan- 


art in ‘Lysistrata.’ | 





ister, honored at luncheon by Marion | 


Telva with Geraldine Farrar 
Lily Pons present. 


Boston 


By Maxwell Fox 


and 








Sid Paine back from Montana. 
Hy Fine’s car burned up in Scollay 
Square. 


Dick Hogan has gone for a new 
home on Lake Arrowhead. 

Sid Silvers hustled back from 
Broadway for ‘52d Street’ retakes. 

Charles Gregory of National 
Screen Service here for a lookaround. 

Dan Greenhouse, Metro’s Java 
manager, visited studio en route to 


ae 
John Arnold, in charge of Metro's 
camera department, back from va- 
cash. 

Eliebe Lyn, recently tested by 
20th-Fox, in from N. Y. to talk con- 
tract. 

Paramount feasted and funned 350 
toilers to celebrate windup of ‘Ebb 
Tide.’ 

Robert Taylor brought the ninth 
bangtail in his string in from Ken- 
tucky. 

Henry Wilcoxon received a 20-lb, 
granite fan letter from an Egyptian 
priest. 

John Blystone heading east after 
washing up ‘Music for Madame,’ 
(Lasky). e 

Wallace Ford and family back 
from London, where he did two pix 
for G-B. 

Silas Prime has joined Lichtig & 
Englander as head of the story de- 
partment. 

Will Hays visited the set of B. P. 
Schulberg’s ‘Blossoms on Broadway’ 


| last week, 


| 
} 


i 
! 


Director Richard Thorpe utilized 
six stages in shooting ‘Double Wed- 
ding’ at MG. 

Dave Gould gets the terp assign- 
ment on Metro’s ‘Rosalie’ vice Al- 


| bertina Rasch. 


Wesley Ruggles yachted to Santa 
Barbara before directing “True Con- 


Wedding bells for Dick Mahan in} foescion’ at Par. 


October. 

Freddie Rush back from Vermont 
relaxation. 

Helen Eager back on the job after 
appendectomy. 


tennis tournaments. 

Harold Valpey successfully mend- 
ing from long iliness. 

Edith Stevens will take the usual 
two weeks at the Cape. 

Mrs. George French to Coast for 
vacation and visit with family. 

Busy strawhat season in this area, 
with more new plays than usual. 

George Holland, four months in 
St. Elizabeth’s hospital with a broken 
leg, is now recuping from pneu- 
monia. 
_ George French has finished build- 
ing his boat for his vacation. Mrs. 
French back from the Coast to sail 
with him. 





Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John J. Bartholomew 





Vincent Lake’s orch at Delmar 
Tavern. 


John Coutts booking shows for the | 


Carmen. 

Wardell Megargel’s orch at Pocono 
Alps Tavern, 

New RCA sound installed at Sher- 
man theatre. 

Frederick Jagel’s recital at Buck 
Hill Aug. 13. 

Maxine Grey and Doris Dare at 
Chateau Roth, 


George Camp and his music at 
Saylor’s Lake Tavern. 


Donlin’s Pennsylvanian’s for Glen | 


Brook’s terrace garden. 

Shawnee’s David Copperfield play- 
ers disbanded; director Norman Ford 
to New York for screen tests. 


Seattle 


By Dave Trepp 








Mahan 


H. M. Daigler on two weeks’ va- 
cash, starting off with Puget Sound 
fishing off Whidby Island; angling 
is his weakness. 

Leo Carrillo hit front pages with 
heroic rescue of Wm. Dietz, camera- 
man for ‘The Barrier, being filmed 
at Mt. Baker. Dietz had capsized in 
swirling rapids. 

Fred Marshall, recently moved 
from N. Y. to west coast, as publie 
relations rep for RKO, to develop 
photoplay appreciation in high 
schcols and colleges, pinch hitting by 
handling local exploitation for ‘Toast 
of New York’ here, Tacoma and 
Portland. 


and Rucker sailed for | 
Shanghai on Heian Maru, for en- | 
gagement at Park Hotel, opening | 
Sept. 1. 
| 

| 





| 


Cinemites and cinemighty alike 
jammed Del Mar track for the finale 
Saturday (31). } 

Lanyi, Esquire’s Hungarian carica- 


: ls is , chaperoned 
Al and Bill Hillman following the | SUypt0tr gS On the Coast, chaperor 


by Paul Sander. ‘ 

Marian Marsh bestrode her priz@ 
nag, Pretty Face, at the Santa Bar- 
bara hoss show. 

Henri Elman, Mono exchange head 
in Chi, chinning with Scott R. Dun- 
lap at the studio. 

Smithsonian Institute in Washing- 
ton has accepted an autograph book 
from Richard Dix. 

John Tobin, Metro plant supers 
intendent, back at work after six 
weeks in hospital. ; 

Thomas J. Shea, Radio studio’s 
chief of police, celebrates silver wed- 
ding anni this week. 

Campbell MacCulloch, general 
mer. of Central Casting bureau, re- 
covering from operation, 

Illness of Eleanor Powell delayed 
the start of Wm. Anthony McGuire's 
‘Rosalie’ at MG last week. 

Bob O’Donnell and Dick Foy, of 
Dallas, are domiciled at the Karl 


| Hoblitzelle mansion in Bel Air. 


Lupe Velez floated in from Cleve- 
land p.a. for chores in Radio’s ‘The 
Kangaroos’ with Wheeler-Woolsey. 

Ken Maynard due back from p.a. 
tour this week to star in a new 
thud--and-thunder series for Condor. 

Jeanette MacDonald and Gene 
Raymond dock from hulaland honey- 
moon Aug. 5 for the premiere of 
‘The Firefly.’ 


Detroit 


By Pete Wemhoff 








Arlie Williams managing Choco- 


| late Bar. 


| 
| 


Corktown Tavern reopens near 


| Navin baseball field. 


i 


Horace Heidt orch due next week 
at Westwood Gardens. 


Plenty in the wind about summer 
opera here next season. 


‘Italian’ Singin’ Sam, ex of Pal- 


metto nitery, piloting San Diego 
spot. 

Sammy Dibert takes his orch into 
Jefferson Beach resort for indelinice 
stand, 

Jacob Schrieber, pix chain op, 


changed not guilty plea to nolo con- 
tendere in income tax evasion case. 

Home of Cullen Landis, ex-fil™ 
player now director at Jam Handy 
commercial studios, looted by Dbat- 
dits. 


City pressing another court test to 
outlaw theatre lotteries, after severa! 
previous decisions have proved ull- 
' availing. 
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BATHING GIRLS 
AT AQUACADE 
HIKE PAY 


Cleveland, Aug, 3. 
Although Lake Erie’s waves are 
rolling gold-dust into his Aquacade 
cince the hot-spell boomed exposi- 
tion crowds, Billy Rose is now hav- 
Troupe of about 
in his 





jing cast-trouble. 
125 swimmers and 
water spectacle are kicking because 
five matinees have been added to 
the two-shows-per-day schedule, to- 
taling 19 performances weekly. 
Aquabelles claim they’re already 
over-worked, and want an advance 
in pay. Another complaint is that 
the chlorine in lake water is ruining 
their complexion. Stuff tastes bad 
but this is the first objection to it 
as a beauty-destroyer. Chorines, 
who formerly got $27 weekly, got a 
slight increase for additional per- 
formances but are demanding more 


dancers 


dough on grounds they have to pay | 
Models’ | 


10% to local Artists’ and 


Bureau for agents’ commission. 


Notwithstanding a rainy June 
which gave Aquacade a bad start, 
its cuisine in charge of Ralph Hitz, 
chain hotel man, has already netted 
about $112,000. Talk of new stars 
being imported to replace Johnny 
Weismuller and Eleanor Holm is 
just so much malarkey, according to 
the promoter. Publicity resulting 
from the still-pending Holm divorce 
is hyping business terrifically. When 
that dies down, the wiseacres are 
now cracking, it will be Tarzan’s 
turn to land on Page 1 by staging 
another domestic brawl with Lupe 
Velez. She is here watching over 
him but acting suspiciously demure. 
Isham Jones’ .orchestra signed for 
Rose’s show opening two-week run 
Aug. 2, following Roger Pryor. 


Radio Trouble 


Mix-up between three Cleveland 
stations over forthcoming autumn 
shifts in network contracts is work- 
ing to disadvantage of the Great 
Lakes fair and its Radioland. Mu- 
tual outlet is the only one giving it 
pronounced plugs; others lean back- 
wards. Eleanor Holm turning down 
bids to get her on air. Johnny, the 
Philip Morris boy, appearing in 
Radioland’s outdoor broadcasts cur- 
rently. Ireene Wicker, the ‘Singing 
Lady,’ booked for Aug. 9. Best 
broadcast stunt was staged by Carl 
Mark, WJAY announcer, who donned 
outfit with phone wires to in- 
terview the octopus in a tank on the 
Expo’s midway. Octopus reported 
to be a phoney but it made a good 
gag. 

Lincoln Dickey, g.m. of the Cen- 
tennial, is going to town on a pro- 
gram of special day events to yank 
in the rural trade as well as neigh- 
borhood cities. Marine Day held 
last Wednesday (28) brought out 50 
army and navy officials, Newton D. 
Baker as committee head, and every 
boat that could raise enough steam 
to join parade. Mayors of Detroit, 
Chicago and Pittsburgh are co-op- 
erating by sending week-end dele- 
gations at excursion rates to fair be- 
ginning Aug. 8. Oddest gala day 
held so far was one honoring chiro- 
practors. 


Attendance in past week, up to 
Saturday (31) was 170,384, almost a 
record-breaking week. To date the 
expo has drawn 1,621,587 in 58 
days. Recess Club, swank spot for 
socialites, is cutting its member- 
ship fees from $30 to $17.50 to be in 
tempo with new bargain tickets. 

Edward G. Chamberlain, stunt 
diver at Aquacade, is to be married 
to Margaret Meck, fair’s beauty 
queen, on Aug. 31. Dan Nagyfy, 
61-year-old fire-eater at Rose’s Pio- 
neer Palace, died here from toxic 
Poisoning July 22 after a month's 
illness. 


Haag Plays Midwest 


Coshocton, O., Aug. 3. 

Haag Bros.’ circus, piloted by Roy 
Haag, after playing three weeks in 
Ohio is heading for Indiana and the 
midwest for the late summer and 
early fall. Biz in the Buckeye state 
Was spotty, according to Haag, with 
patronage much improved the last 
two weeks when the show played 
Mostly smaller industrial towns in 
eastern and central Ohio. 





COLE SHOW BLOWDOWN 


Tent Badly Ripped, but It Happened 
After the Performance 








Lincoln, Aug. 3. 
Arriving here still showing the 
marks of a bad blowdown in Sioux 
City, Ia. (24), Cole Bros, Circus 
strawed both afternoon and night on 
the 6th and South lot. 


Blowdown was lucky, in that it 
happened a bare fifteen minutes 


after the last patron had cleared the | 


tent. Sudden gust of wind pitched 
the whole top over into the grand- 
stand. Of i100 workmen on the in- 
side tearing down, only one was 
hurt, and that slightly. 

Pair of centerpieces were badly 
ripped and a score of sailmakers 
were pulled in to meet the show in 
Omaha to repair it. Show arrived 
late in Omaha, missing the mat, but 
going heavy on the evening per- 
formance. Not quite so late getting 
here, but if was a long haul and the 
parade was slow starting. 


CONGRESS LID 
ON FAIR COIN 





Washington, Aug. 3. 
Line of legislators wanting public 
funds for back-home 
lengthened last week. 
Newest tin-cuppers are the South- 
ern California and Oklahoma dele- 
gations. Former is looking for 


celebrations 


$2,000,000 to help the ‘Pacific Mer- | 


cardo’ carded for Los Angeles in 
1940. Latter asked for $1,000,000 to 
help commemorate 50th anniversary 
of opening of Indian Territory to 
white settlers, programmed for 1939. 
Also pending are money pleas from 
Florida, North Carolina, and other 
sectors. 


Tightening-up of the House 
Appropriation Committee was fore- 
cast last week when the pruned New 
York and San Francisco allotments 
were approved. Chairman Clifford 
Woodrum, of the subcommittee 
which handles miscellaneous mat- 
ters, indicated he will not be sympa- 
thetic toward requests for supple- 
mental appropriations for the 
Gotham and Frisco celebrations next 
year, although he was informed by 
George Creel, federal commissioner 
for Golden Gate Expo, that another 
hand-out may be sought. 





Home Guard for Circus 
Under Federal Project 





With forced departure of alien 
acts Aug. 1 via pink slip process 
from the circus unit of the Federal 
Theatre Project, latter has this week 
been forced to undergo re-alignment. 


With half of former personnel 
being foreign acts, latter were hit by 
Washington order for dismissal of 
aliens from this WPA project as part 
of the retrenchment campaign 


wherein current year’s home and | Boston 


work relief appropriation was 


shaved to $1,500,000. 


Spots vacated will be filled from | 


other vaude units of FTP, and if not 
sufficient, by others with home re- 
lief status who heretofore had been 
unable to make certification for a 
project job. 





Plenty Woe for Carney 

Regina, Sask., Aug. 3. 

Royal American Midway 

management off to Winnipeg with 

fingers crossed. Shows jinxed plenty 

this year, especially in Western Can- 
ada tour. 


Rain was trouble at Calgary Stam- | 


pede. At Edmonton woman fell or 
jumped to death from Ferris wheel 
and a companion was _ injured 
resulting in several court actions. 
Five-minute cyclone hit Saskatoon 
fair opening day, smashing props, 
light towers, scenery worth $20,000. 
Show was just folding here at mid- 
night Saturday, Aug. 2, last day be- 
fore going to Winnipeg, when man 
fell out of the Flying Trapeze and 
severely injured. Winnipeg, Man., 
and Fort William, Ont., next Cana- 
dian stops. 

Ginger Ray ‘Lorow), left behind 
in hospital by show. She injured 
her back while swimming at Bran- 
don, Man., later spending three 
weeks in St. Paul, Minn., hospital. 
Rejoined sister Raynell’s ‘French 
Casino’ here where she is featured 
dancer. Took ill next day. 


of 
Shows 


‘Alfredo Codona 
Shoots Ex-Wife, 





Long Beach, Cal., Aug. 3. 

| Climaxing a conference over divi- 
sion of household effects following 
their recent divorce, Alfredo Codona, 
| aerialist, fatally shot his ex-wife, 
Vera Bruce, four times and then put 
a bullet through his head in a 
lawyer's office here July 30. He died 





almost instantaneously; she suc- 
cumbed the next day. She was 32. 
After Codona had asked the 


| lawyer to leave the room, he walked 
| over to his wife, lighted a cigaret for 
her, and in the presence of his 
mother-in-law, started _ shooting. 
_ Couple was married in San Antonio, 


| Sept. 18, 1932, a little more than a 
year after the death of Codona’s first 
wife, Lillian Leitzel, the aerialist, in 
Copenhagen, from a fall during a 
| performance of ‘The Flying Codenas’. 

Codona was born of trapeze star 


parents—Eduardo and Hortense Co- | 


| dona—at Laredo, Mex., in 1895. His 
father died several years ago in Wal- 
| teria, Cal., and his mother died in 


| Long Beach in 1931. Following their | 


| parents on the rings were three sons, 
| Alfredo, Lalo, now in England, and 


| Edward, residing here. Three sis- 
| ters also survive Alfredo. 
Shooting wound up a= tragedy 


| which started when Codona fell 60 
‘feet from a fiying trapeze in 1933, 
| while performing with the Ringling 
| circus in New York. His body struck 

a steel cable and his shoulder was 
| fractured. He left the act and his 
| wife went on with the show. He 
| practiced in a barn here for several 
|months, but the injury would not 
|heal. Then he became manager of 
|the troupe. Restlessly, Codona trav- 
|eled for a year with Tom Mix’s cir- 

cus as an exec to the actor. Then he 

bought a suburban garage here and 
| was working there when the divorce 
| occurred, 


The injury that forced Codona 
from the flying trapeze was incurred 
at Madison Square Garden during 
the Ringlings, Barnum & Bailey date 
there about four seasons ago, Con- 
sidered the world’s ace flyer, it was 
during a triple sommersault, which 
|feat he alone accomplished in the 
|air, that the shoulder muscles were 
|torn. One of his hands failed to grip 
that of his brother, the catcher and 
he dropped to the net. 


That appeared to be one of a series 
of bad breaks which started when 
his wife, Lillian Leitzel, died after a 
fall in Copenhagen. A swivel used 
when she performed her one arm 
planges snapped and she fell 60 
feet to the board platform. Vera 
Bruce joined the Codona act subse- 
quently and their marriage followed. 
Miss Bruce was with the Ringling 
show early this season but left the 
outfit without explanation during the 
indoor date. Few in the 
show knew there was an estrange- 
| ment from Codona, 


Miss Bruce, aerialist and eques- 
|trienne, was brought to this country 
| from Australia by the Wirth Family 
land she appeared in that riding act 
| until the Wirths left the big top. She 








| was with the Rieffennach riding act | 


| at Madison Square Garden last 


| spring, along with her brother Clarie 


'the comic in the turn who is married | 


|t10 one of the Rieffennach sisters. 





Protest Short Show 


} 

; Louisville, Aug. 3. 

| After Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus 
‘played here Monday (26) to overflow 
| biz, necessitating holding some 10,000 
people in the menagerie tent and 





|putting on an extra performance, a | 


storm of protest in the form of let- 


coming from patrons who had at- 
tended the show. Squawk 





big top, to find that there were no 
}seats for them, 

Many leiters of protest stated that 
ithe show had been shortened to 45 
| minutes, that patrons were ordered 
from the tent after the curtailed 
first performance, in order to make 
room for those held outside, and that 
many who had paid $1.90 for re- 


performance, due to the crowd of 
standees and sitters. 





Then Kills Self 


ters to the newspapers was forth- | 


came | 
when hundreds were admitted to the | 


served seats were unable to see the | 


CHOCK-FULL OF ANNIS 





Georgia Reaches Centennial! 
With Many Galas 
Atlanta, Aug. 3. 


Although Georgia was one of 
/Original 13 colonies, her cities and 





{towns are just now getting around 
| to being 100 years old. Consequently 
|quite a few centennial celebrations 
are on tap for this fall. 


Biggest of all will be Atlanta’s 
observance, which will coincide with 
annual Southeastern Fair, length- 
ened to 10 days this year instead of 
one week. Two days of pageantry, 
including street parades, will precede 





|fair’s opening at Lakewood Park in} 
Rubin & Cherry carney | 


| October. 
| ° 
will occupy midway. 


| Dalton, 


| population 14,000, will 


celebrate its centennia! first week in 


|September. Features of the anni- 
| versary celebration will be a 
pageant, air show, golf tourney, 


i|fiower show, home-coming day and 
| - . 
|carnival attractions. 


CREEL TELLS 


} 


HESS. F PLANS 





San Francisco, Aug. 3. 

Upon his return here from Wash- 
ington, D. C, last week with tenta- 
tive plans for the use of the $1,500,- 
000 fund voted by Congress for a 
federal exhibit at the 1939 World's 
Fair at Treasure Island, George 
Creel said the fund would be split 
as follows: Building, $350,000; ex- 
hibits, $750,000; administration, $300,- 
000; reserve, $100,000. 


Creel said ‘every exhibit of the 
Federal Government will be told 
dramatically, with a minimum of 


statistical data and there will be 
a central idea tying the exhibit to- 
gether. There will be an exhibit 
showing the taxpayer where each 
dollar goes and how it benefits each 
individual. 

President Roosevelt, said Creel, is 
most interested in the plan for the 
Indian exhibit and Indian Commis- 


sioner John Collier has given as- 
surance of assistance. 
If the difference in cost of the 


federal building between a tempo- 
rary and a lasting structure can be 
made up by local subscriptions, the 
government will give its building to 
San Francisco, Creel said. 

Co-operation between officials of 
the New York World Fair and the 
Golden Gate Exposition is assured, 
according to Creel, who said a plan 
has been devised whereby exhibits 
will be shown aiternately at both 
expositions. 


L. A. GRUNT ARTIST 
MARRIED AND KAYOED 


Atlanta, Aug. 3. 

Jack Bloomfield, wrestler from 
Los Angeles, took himself a 
bride Friday (30) night at West End 
Arena and also a fancy manhandling 
at the hands of one Mike Cassidy, of 
Omaha, Neb. 

Ceremonial uniting Bloomfield and 
Gladys Burnett, Atlanta girl, took 
place in the ring before 2,500 cus- 
tomers, who paid up to 45¢ top to 
see the show and the nuptials. 

Main event between Bloomfield 
and Cassidy followed and new bride 
saw her spouse practically mas- 
sacred after winning first fall. 


Going for Gamblers 


Detroit, Aug. 3. 

State’s gambling joints, which 
have enjoyed more or iess official 
| freedom past few years, expect to 
find it tough sledding next month 
|or so, following voting of investiga- 
| tion by state house of represent- 
| atives this week. 
| Committee of three were charged 











| 
| 


| with ‘investigating state police, at- 
|torney general's office and other 
| state and county officers involved 
| in protection of gambling. Power 
was given to take all necessary 
| steps to eradicate clip joints. 


REMOTE LIGHTING 
Lynchburg, Aug. 3. 

Alec M. Earle, Jr., has been 
'named to supervise construction of 
scenery on a 120-foot stage for the 
national tobacco festival at Soutn 
Boston, Va. 

Beverly Campbell, director, said 
light towers 40 feet high will flood 
; the stave with effects 


Stage 


FT.WORTH STRIP 
DONS PANTIES 
BY REQUEST 


Fort Worth, Aug. 3. 

Rivalry of publicity departments 
of the Fort Worth and Dallas expos 
continues. Last week Ned Alvord, 
of the Fort Worth staff, reported 
Fort Worth Frontier Fiesta paper 
had been covered up at Dallas. He 
rushed a crew to the rival city and 
slapped Casa Manana paper 
the Dallas blurbs. 

‘And,’ he said, ‘the crew covered 
our paper with lard so Dallas bill 
posters could not cover it up again.’ 

Paul Whiteman, already colonel on 
the staffs of the governors of Texas, 
New Mexico and Kentucky, last 
week was made a colonel on the 
staff of Governor Marland of Okla- 
homa. : 

Whiteman has auditioned 400 
Texas girls in his search for likely 
screen material. He will hear the 
best of these again soon and has 
invited other orchestra leaders to be 
present to pick any promising mate- 
rial he can not use. 

A lower priced dinner at $1 for 
Casa Manana has been provided. 

Albert Johnson, scenic designer 
for the fiesta, left last week for New 
York. He will design settings for 
‘Hold Your Hats, Boys,’ new George 
Kaufman and Moss Hart musical 
satire. Johnson was accompanied 
by Harry McMains, of Dallas, who 
has been his assistant here for two 
years. McMains will continue in 
that capacity. 

Hinda Wassau, strip-tease dancer 
of the Pioneer Palace, donned pan- 
ties and a brassier to please the city 
dads. 

Sydell and Spotty, dog act, will 
remain in Casa Manana until Au- 
gust 12, an extra week before filling 
another engagement. Joe Jackson, 
bicycle pantomime artist, and the 
Three Cossacks, roller skaters, will 
be spotted in Casa Manana Saturday. 


NO CANDID CAMERAING 
THE FT. WORTH NUDES 





over 





Ft. Worth, Aug. 3. 

A special guard was placed back- 
stage at Casa Manana here today 
with instructions to smash any and 
all candid cameras. Order came 
from Fiesta officials after one ama- 
teur cameraman was caught snap- 
ping nudes from behind a hoop skirt 
in the chorines’ dressing room. 

Taking his job too seriously, the 
guard whacked a cane across the full- 
sized Graflex of Paul McAllister, 
Star-Telegram lensman, who was 
snapping a routine shot in a hallway. 
Since Amon Carter, Star-Telly pub- 
lisher, is a Fiesta biggie, a hot ses- 
sion on the carpet is foreseen for 
the guard. 


Midges or Mutts 


St. Louis, Aug. 3. 

Plans to revive greyhound racing 
at Mississippi Valley Kennel Club 
at Cahokia, Ill, across river from 
here by syndicate of St. Louisans 
was nipped in bud last week when 
Sheriff Henry I. Siekman of St. Clair 
County assured Gov. Horner that he 
would raid plant if attempts were 
made to start operation. 

Harry Soldani, former hotel prop. 
here and ‘Tony’ Foley, both of whom 
operated the Ramona dogtrack in St. 
Louis County until authorities closed 
it are reported as heads of move to 
operate Illinois track. May substi- 
tute midget auto racing. 


Audience Afloat 


San Francisco, Aug. 3. 
Seats for thousands of spectators 
at Temple of Music events at the 








1939 World’s Fair here will be on 
a series of gigantic barges, under 
plans being developed by Walter 


Reimers, special events director for 
the big show on Treasure Island in 
1939. 

Other thousands will be seated in 
the stadium surrounding the Lake 
of All Nations. At the climax of 
productions and at other ‘high sp-ts’ 
in the performance, that portion of 
the audience seated in the ‘movable 
theatre’ will drift gradually across 
the lake and approach the great 
proscenium in front of the Temple 
of Music, adding to the spectacular 
effect of the pageant, 





A steam curtain will be installed. 
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News From 


This department contains rewrit 





lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicagy, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit for 
these news items; each has been rewritten trom a daily paper. 





the Dailies 


ten theatrical news items as pud- 








East | 


| 





Harold F. Davidson, unfrocked 
minister, was badly clawed by a lion 
in a sideshow at Stiffkey, Eng. Since 
expulsion, ex-cleric has been work- 
ing with carnival, He died of his in- 
juries. 

Police have installed 19 loudspeak- | 
ers on the beach at Coney Island, | 
operated from four observation tow- | 
ers and used to warn those who lit- 
ter beach. 

Teachers College of Columbia U. 
adds Disney films to its curriculum, 
dubbing Walt the 1927 Aesop. Think 
films have educational value for 
youngsiers. 

Congress quashed suggestion that 
a copy of a book on the Constitution, 
edited by Sol Bloom, be given every 
newly naturalized citizen. 

Edwin Franko Goldman plans a 
series of pop priced Sunday band 
concerts at Kismet Temple, Brook- 
lyn, commencing Oct. 17. 

Honeymoon Week planned for At- 
lantic City in September. All brides 
will be cuffo, but hubbies will pay 
as usual. 

Gov. Hoffman, of New Jersey, ad- 
vocating a contest for a state song. 
Part of a planned advertising cam- 
paign. 

Booth Tarkington celebrated his 
sixty-eighth birthday last week. 

Charlotte Velez, 17, high school 
girl, chosen ‘Miss Atlantic City’ for 
Showmen’s jubilee in September. 

McAllister S.S. line sets up service 
to Coney Island. First time in sev- 
eral years for water trip. Will use 
city piers. 

Proposition afoot to use the S. S. 
Leviathan as a floating hotel at San 
Juan, Porto Rico, this winter. Trial 
canter for similar use at World’s 
Fair. 

Errol Flynn to prolong his yacht- 
a, Fk we while he writes stories. 

inskys to put a revolving stage 
into their Oriental. 

N. Y. State Police Chiefs to ap- 
point a committee to argue with film 
producers to persuade them to de- 
pict film flatties in a more favor- 
able light. Tired of detectives used 
as comedy relief. 

Randalls Island stadium adds 
2,000 seats. 

Serge Konessevitzky, in Boston, 
tells reporters European composers 
are growing steadily worse but that 
Americans are still up on their toes. 
Will presently direct at the Berk- 
shire festival. 

‘Toonerville Trolley’ at the Pel- 
ham Manor, made its last trip Sat- 
urday. Fontaine Fox was one of the 
passengers. Boosters claiming the 
car to be the original of the car- 
toons, but the real car ran in Louis- 
ville. 

Eloise Brazil, of Dothan, Ala., 
beauty winner, in a tri-state contest, 
giving N.Y. 0.0. 

London reports Virginia Cherrill 
is married to the Earl of Jersey. That 
makes her the 16th actress-countess. 
Formerly the wife of Carey Grant. 

Will Vodery, Negro composer, 
forming a colored choir for ‘Vir- 
ginia.’ 

N. Y. state wins right to appeal 
from recent ban against interfering 
with dog racing tracks. But it can- 
not be heard before October, when 
it’s all over. 

Radio exposition opened Friday in 
Berlin marked by the announce- 
ment of Minister Goebbels of a ‘peo- 
ple’s’ radio set at 59 marks. 

Leopoldine Konstantin, German 
actress, arrived in N. Y. last Friday 
as an immigrant, entering via Ellis 
Island. To join her husband, Geza 
Herezeg, writer, in Hollywood. 

Strawhats at Parsippany, N. J., 
and Burlington, Va. put up the 
shutters. Had enough. 

Doris Nolan, pix actress, tapped $25 
for sveeding in Yonkers last week. 
Admitted doing 65. 

Leroy W. Sweigart, 19, dirt track 
auto racer, killed in a crash at Dills- 
burg, Pa., Sunday. His bride of less 
than 24 hours witnessed the crash. 

Yonkers ferry goes modern. Two 
man band discards opera for swing 
and boosts collections. 

George White in Egg Harbor 


(N.J.) court to answer a charge of| ftom ‘Of Thee I Sing’ and will in- 


careless driving. His car sideswiped 
another. No one hurt, but it cost 
him $5 and costs. 

Lily Pons going to train Thomas 


———— — 





but sprang them because they all 
looked alike and couid not be identi- 
fied. 

French Line reports an up of 31% 
in travel over last year. 


High taxation threatens existence 
of Mexican nite ciubs. 

Race riot at Coney Saturday over 
occupancy of beach at foot of W. 
‘36th street. Man paraded a sign, 
‘No dogs or Jews allowed.’ Two cops 
hurt breaking up the fight that fol- 
lowed. . 

Carlyle Moore, actor, drove what 
he supposed to be a friend’s car to 
Hyannis from N. Y. Real owner of 
the car had police trace supposed 
theft. Actor borrowed the car to 
keep a strawhat date. All straight- 
ened out after much excitement. 
Washington reports grave danger 
of the complete extinction of lob- 
sters along New England coast. 
Crustaceans given no chance to raise 
families. 

Reinald Werrenrath soloist at his 
son’s wedding in Newburgh last Sat- 
urday. 

Kathryn Roth, 66, vaudeville and 
dramatic actress, died July 31 of 
starvation in an Englewood, N. J., 
hospital to which she had been taken 
following discovery of her plight in 
her home there. She had sold even 
her bed and had been without food 
for a week. 

Seymour Gross cast himself for a 
role in his ‘Accidental Family,’ which 
had a strawhat tryout at Dennis 
Cape Playhouse. Then put Norman 
Stuart into the role so he could sit 
= front and see what it looked 
ike. 





Coast 


Mrs. Helen R. Ince, widow of 
Ralph Ince, who was killed in an 
auto accident in London, arrived in 
< A. on the Danish motorship Amer- 
ika. 

Gilda Gray has filed an amended 
divorce complaint in L. A. against 
Hector de Briceno, Spaniard, charg- 
ing desertion. 

Federal court judge hearing John 
Barrymore’s bankruptcy case in L. 
A. authorized the court custodian to 
| sell the actor’s yacht, Infanta. It is 
valued at $75,000. 

Twenty-month-old daughter of 
Robert Taylor, accountant at the 
Selznick-International studio in Cul- 
ver City, died from injuries received 
in fall from four-story window. 

Report of Junior Orpheum Los 
Angeles, Ltd., owners of the RKO- 
Hillstreet theatre in L.A. for the 26 
weeks ended July 3, 1937, shows a 
loss of $36,302 after all charges. This 
compares with a profit of $715 for 
comparable period last year. 

Elinor Harriot, only woman on 
Amos ’n’ Andy airer, announced in 
L.A. that she’ll wed Frank Nathan, 
non-pro. 

Buston Keaton was ordered to pay 
$100 a month for support of his two 
sons by an L. A. judge. Formerly 
Keaton had been ordered to pay $300 
monthly, but pleaded his income had 
been reduced. 

Boris Posner, theatre manager, 
was sentenced to 180 days in the 
L. A. county jail for misconduct in 
measuring girls for a beauty contest. 
Motion for new trial was denied. 

Charles S. Belden, 20th-Fox writer, 
was charged by his wife, Beth, who 
seeks a divorce, with breaking into 
her room and beating her. She asks 
reasonable alimony and custody of 
their four-year-old son. 

Tod Browning, film director, has 
sued the federal government for $3,- 
695 assertedly due him on an income 
tax refund for 1927. 


Gershwin S.R.O. | 


(Continued from page 1) 

















Ruby Elzy and the Eva Jessye Choir. 
Program will open with selections 


clude other numbers from Gershwin 
hit shows and his lone opera, ‘Porgy 
and Bess.’ 

Committee on arrantements in- 





McGrath for grand opera. He has 
been singing with small time bands, 
but she declares his voice is worth 
‘millions.’ He will go to Hollywood 
for lessons. 

Federal Theatre Project’s Caravan 


theatre (on wheels) announces it seats are priced at $1, 50c and 25c. 
has played to 847,000 persons during | 


the first eight weeks of current sum- 


mer season. Gave 147 performances 


and rained out 29 times. 
Representative Cochran asks con- 


gress to discontinue minting of com- | campus" memorial fete to George 
memorative coins for benefit of fairs| Gershwin in September. The late 


and celebrations. Says it’s just a 
coin dealers’ racket, and abused. 


Second camera train to Berkshires | into ‘Strike Up the Band for UCLA,’ 
took out 300 snapshooters Sunday | as the school’s official football song. 
(1). Sponsored by Metropolitan) pence the collegiate tribute. 


camera club. 


| 
Dionne quins drew 119,700 persons | 


to Callender during July. 


Police raids netted 58 Chinese dice | has been the Army’s adoption of 


players in Harlem Saturday night 


cludes Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, 
|Sigmund Romberg, Deems Taylor, 
| Walter Damrosch and Gene Buck. 
| Reserved seats, at $1.50 each, were 
|sold out in a single day. Unreserved 


Los Angeles, Aug. 3. 
The University of California of 
|Los Angeles is planning a gigantic 





icomposer and his' brother, Ira. 
| adapied their ‘Strike Up the Band’ 


Only other professional composer’s 
published work to be thus honored 


PLENTY BIZ, BUT LITTLE 


pop scale and the crowd last Thurs-| originator in the gay 90's of the 


—- 


ACTION AT POP FIGHTS 


By JACK PULASKI jm 


Attendance is jumping weekly at 
Madison Square Garden under its 





DOLLY GRAY 
Dolly Gray, 69, (Mrs. Chas. Hall) 


day (29) was the best yet, though |‘muscle dance,’ forerunner of Gilda 
the card had no particular draw|Gay’s shimmy, died in St. Paul, 
names. Show was topped by Billy | July 23. 
Beauhuld, a Jersey lightweight, and | From the 101 Wild West show, 
Paul Junior, from Maine, the contest | Dolly moved into the World's Fair at 
indicating that neither is going | St. Louis, where she became to that 
places. |expo what Sally Rand was to A Cen- 
Beauhuld is a winging battler and | tury of Progress. 
displays a fairly hefty right, as dem-| When police wired her only sur- 
onstrated in the second round when | vivor, a daughter in Altoona, Pa., 
he clipped Junior on the button and|and received no reply, she was 
the kid hit the deck for a seven-/| buried in Ramsey county’s Potter’s 
count. Thereafter, however, he} field, without a solitary mourner at} 
tucked that chin behind his shoulder | the grave. 
and Billy failed to reach the spot 
again. Junior made it a clinching | 
match and that isn’t the way Beau- 
huld operates best. 45, professionally known as Tanagra, 
One of the eight-rounders fur- | dancer, died at her home in Manito- 
nished some interest to the dull card, | woc, Wis., July 27, of a streptococcus 
the contestants being Young Chavez | infection. 
of Los Angeles, and Frankie Terra-| The wife of Vassos Kanellos, Greek 
nova of the Bronx. Latter is sort of | dancer, she at one time had a studio 
double Major Doyle and very tough.| in Athens and together they staged 
As one of the onlookers had it,| the Delphic festival there in 1927. 
Frankie looked ag though he was| More recently she had been art in- 
standing in a hole, such was diff in structor at the Downer college, Mil- 
size between him and the West| Waukee, being well known for her 
Coaster. murals and other paintings. 

Chavez has the record of two en- 
counters with Garcia, one of which KATHRYN ROTH 
he won. That would indicate the Kathryn Roth, 66, died in an 
fellow is among the best, but he was| Englewood, N. J., hospital July 30, 
up against too sturdy mixer-upper | of starvation. Neighbors reported she 


and could only gain a close deci-| had been without food for a week in 
sion. Carl Guggino of Hartford got| her home there. 


the nod over Alf Blatch, the Aussie She went into vaudeville at te 
fighter who was recently stopped by | age of 15 and later toured with a 
Hank Armstrong, in the semi-final.| wild west show. She had won suc- 
Alfie started too late. cess in New York as a trombonist 
N. Y.’s Outdoor Cards before touring in Shakespearean 
New York will have two big out-;| repertory with Frank Honig. She 
door shows late this summer, both| left the stage in 1910. 
being promoted by Mike Jacobs. 
First will be the scrap for the HERMAN MUELLER 
heavyweight title between Joe Louis Herman Mueller, 65, for 28 years 
and Tommy Farr, which will have|a member of the Philadelphia Or- 
a $23 top. Ticket sale for the event| chestra, died at his home in Phila- 
has been open for a week with only |delphia Sunday (29), after an ill- 
fair sales reported, impression being | ness of a year. 
that the Englishman is hardly a real He played for eight years with 
contender and that the fight will be|a group conducted by Walter Dam- 
brief. Londun newspaperman, who|rosch and spent seven years in 
is already on the job, doesn’t think | Pittsburgh with Victor Herbert. He 
much of Tommy. He explained the/| also played with the Melba Opera 
win over Max Baer, saying that Farr | Company before joining the Phila- 
butted Baer, opening a gash over the | delphia Orchestra. He played a 
former champ’s eye. They poured | bassoon, and later a viola. 
so much collodion over it that the 


stuff got into Maxie’s eye and | J. LESLIE SPAHN 
blinded him. 


‘ : , J. Leslie Spahn, former manager and 
MR = ‘aes er yare A gael Rte part owner of the Helen Mae Butler 
Sept. 17 card will be topped by Ladies Band and of the Cora Young- 
Barney Ross and Ceferino Garcia blood Corson’s Instrumentalists, died 
for the welterweight crown; Marcel pe Rt tae, Ill., July 25, of a heart 
Thil and Fred Apostoli will argue : 
it out for the middleweight cham- 1 He was born in Buffalo, N. Y., 
pionship; Lou Ambers and Pedro 869. Known as Jack Leslie was 
Montanez will decide the lightweight | °"ce the featherweight champion of 
situation, while Sixto Escobar and New York State when a young man. 
Harry Jeffra will battle for the ban- 
tamweight honors. Ringside will be JOE O’GORMAN 
$16.50. Joe O’Gorman, 74, died in London 
July 30. He was the founder of the 
Variety Artists Federation and the 
Variety Artists Benevolent Fund in 
England. 











TANAGRA 
Mrs. Charlotte Marshall Kanellos, 




















MARRIAGES 


Patricia Batton. model, to John T. 


O’Gorman was generally credited 
Floore, manager Texas theatre, San | vith being the originator of the 
Antonio, Aug. 6. 


: .. | cross-fire vaude type of act and was 
c. J. ge ye Contes, in! . name in vaude for 50 years, work- 
Pittsburgh, July 26. room 1S 4) ing with Joe Tennyson for 20. His 
former WB manager and now 0M | .41. are cross-fire comics 
staff of Webster Hall hotel. Bride | ; 
is cashier at Fulton theatre. PAUL DORNHORST 
Hugh Keough to Marjorie Hutchin- Paul Dornhorst, 27, actor-drama- 
son, non-pro, in Chicago on July 28.) tist was drowned at Cornwall, Eng., 
Groom is with Witmark in Chicago.| July 23, while trying to rescue a 
Virginia Hastings to John Red-| fricnd who was swept from the 
mond in Kansas City, July 30. Groom | rocks His play ‘They Flew By 
gag manager of Tower, Kansas | Twilight’ is due for production in the 
ity. West End in the fall. 
Marge DeWerth to Bud Van Dover.; 1, addition to collaborating in 
July 31, in Chicago. Bride is dancer, | «stubble Before Swords’ with Rob- 
ee oe ae the WGN Tom, ert Jordan, which was produced last 
Siete Seen, neners, te year, he had written a novel, ‘Run 


Charles Blanchard, tenor with of a Comedy.’ 
Gordie Randall’s orchestra. 











RAY FULLER 
Ray Fuller, 38, half-brother of Sir 











Ben Fuller, died in New Zealand | 


BIRTHS | following major operation. 


Mr. and Mrs. Whythe Walker, | He had been connected with show | 
daughter, July 30, in Chicago. Father | biz all his life, first in vaude man- | 
is on WIND sales staff. |; agement and later in pix. Prior to} 
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Kennedy, son. his death he was in charge of the 
Aug: 1, in Philly. Father is an-/| Fuller interests in Auckland. 
nouncer at KYW. Mother non-pro. | 
Mr. and Mrs. William Russell, son, | 
in Los Angeles July 26. Father is a MRS. EDDY DUCHIN 
cutter at RKO studio. | Mrs. Marjorie Oelrichs Duchin, 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Bioom, a wife of Eddy Duchin, the dance 
son, in Warren, T’a., July 25. Father maestro, died Aug. 3 in Harbor San- 
is a sound engineer for WB. jitarium, N. Y., of complications fol- 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Kass, daugh- | lowing the birth of a son last July 


Widow and two children survive. | 





| ter, July 31, in New York. Father is | 28. She was 29. 


chief of the Kass-Tohrner_ radio 
talent and program-producing agency. | 

Capt. and Mrs. Willie Mauss, son. | 
July 23 in Los Angeles, Calif, Father 


Details in the music section. 





ALFREDO CODONA 
Alfredo Codona, aerialist, fatally | 





,| Rudolf Frim!’s *Vagabond King.’ 





is standard vaudeville act. shot his divorced wife and killed’ 


—= 


OBITUARIES 


himself in Long Beach, Calif. July 


Details in the Outdoors section, 





VERA BRUCE 
Vera Bruce, 32, divorced wife of 
Alfredo Codona, died in Leng Beach, 
Calif., July 30, of pistol wounds in. 
flicted by her former husband. 
Details in Outdoors section. 





DAN NAGYFY 
Dan Nagyfy, 61, fire eater at the 
Cleveland exposition died in that 
city July 22 of toxic poisoning. 
ROBERT TRILLO 
Robert Trillo, RKO-Radio manager 
in Spain, died in an automobile 
crash en route to Paris July 31. De- 
tails in international film section. 





NORMAN CRAIG 
Norman Craig, vet radio station 
rep, died in New York July 31. De- 
tails in radio pages. 





HARRY HILLING 


Harry Hilling, well-known variety 
agent, died in London, July 26, while 
in a doctor’s consulting room. He 
came originally from Australia and 
represeci2d Frank Neil; of that 
country, then joined Fosters Agency, 
McKeigue, Elliott and Paul Murray. 





David Yawitz, grandfather of Paul 
Yawitz, RKO ‘scripter, died in St. 
Louis last week, day after he cele- 
brated 82d birthday. Death occurred 
two days after he celebrated 62d 
wedding anniversary. 





A. E. Wuppermann, brother of 
Ralph and Frank Morgan, film play- 
ers, died in Greenwich, Conn., July 
30. He was head of the Angostura 
Bitters Co., long a family property. 





Mother of Lawrence and Sherrill 
Cohen, and wife of J. H. Cohen, 
veteran Los Angeles theatre opera- 
tor, died in Los Angeles July 31. 





Mother of Tom Mix, 78, died July 
24 in Maple Avenue Hospital, Du 
Bois, Pa., after an extended illness. 





Son, 19, of Edgar Bill, president 
and owner WMBD, Peoria, IIl., died 
suddenly at his home, July 29. 


Double-Headers 
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running time, poor quality of the 
secondary feature and time con- 
sumed by such as just so much 
smoke screen. He claimed that 
there was not a great deal of differ- 
ence between five reels of shorts, 
used often on an old single feature 
program, and five or six reels of a 
minor feature in a dual alignment. 
The real rub is that the exhibitor now 
is spending his $15 or $20, or more, 
formerly put on shorts, for the ‘B’ 
picture on a double film program, 
was his contention. Where a com- 
pany formerly was able to spot its 
shorts in a house along with the 
features sold, now he is informed by 
the exhib that there is no room for 
most short features, according to 
this observer. Obviously such a sit- 
uation is not to the liking of com- 
panies with shorts to sell, he charged. 

Asked if he thought that double 
film programs constituted a bargain 
and one sought by the public, an- 
other independent executive, pointed 
to the persistence and admitted draw 
of the bargain bill in baseball. He 
expressed the belief that doubie- 
headers in the national pastime rep- 
resented the difference between a 
profitable year for many ball clubs 
and winding up in the red. They are 
firmly entrenched and nearly al- 
ways may be found on a Saturday, 
Sunday or holiday when the great- 
est potential drawing is available, he 
stated. ’ 

Comparing with dual bills, this 
indie stressed the fact that there 1S 
no squawk about abolishing double- 
headers nor is there any objection 
to the eye-strain of seeing two 


| games on the same day. It’s simply 


the bargain urge of the public, he 
said, the same public to which pic- 
tures appeal. 





Page in Milledgeville 
Milledgeville, Ga., Aug. 3. 
Page Shows have been signed to 
occupy midway when’ Baldwin 
County fair opens here week of Oct. 
4-9, 
Capt. J. H. Ennis is prez and Mrs. 
F. W. Hendrickson sec of event. 











er," @8eoeaeo"s 3 Me cs te arts eo r'oU 





3 iO YS sel 


2 


tiuwue se wets = 











Wednesday, August 4, 1937 

















a” 


| House Reviews 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 











(Continued from page 52) 
show, with the work of carrier 
pigeons in saving stranded boats off 
Long Island the most fetching. 

Blasting of a California lake, grab- 
bing wild ponies in Virginia, old 
knighthood games in Dresden, cales- 
thenics on beach, a water toboggan, 
New York city kids boxing and shots 
of Jimmy Mattern and his plane are 
parts of Fox’s thin harvest. Its views 
ef the world’s largest plough are 
away out of ordinary, as are the 
sports treatment of Saratoga races 
and the Budge tennis victory. 

M-tro contributes clear-cut view of 
preparations for the America cup 
yacht races, fighting grasshoppers 
with new contraption, a fast-moving 
outboard raee at Long Beach, Calif., 
and fairish views of Joe Louis and 


Tommy Farr doing. prelim training. | 


Paramount's best offering is pic- 
qure of 10-story building being 
moved in entirety at Hartford, Conn. 
Reproduces procession in India and 
crowning of gypsy king, with little 
effect partly due to ragged commen- 
tation. Captures some attention with 
story of China’s war on narcotics but 
its mountain skiing, art at seashore 
and dog beauties are yawn produc- 
ing.. Lew Lehr does another animal 
comedy chatter, with slim returns. 

‘King Winter,’ in Universal ‘Going 
Places’ series, and ‘Oriental Para- 
dise’ (Metro), another Fitzpatrick 
travelogue in color, furnish welcome 
relief from newsreel trite — 

, ear, 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Aug. 2. 
Standard vaude acts blended into 
a presentation and skillfully paced 
by m. c. Red Skelton through 50 
minutes of good entertainment, 
proves a welcome change to Hipp 


customers somewhat satiated with} 


diet of band bookings. Current do- 
ings, utilizing attractive full stage 
house set and orchestra brought up 
from pit, is definitely of the stuff 
that makes flesh a real asset to the- 
atre policy. 

Skelton, tremendously improved 
since last around, grabs audience 
from his first entrance and keeps 
them interested in mounting fashion 
io final beg off. 

Show gets off to swell start with 
house band, under able direction 
of Felice Iula in a special arrange- 
ment which brings out the solo 
abilities of the individual members, 
followed by some excellent clown- 
ing by Skelton and Edna Stillwell 
who attempts a vocal of ‘Sing, Sing’ 
to comic’s funny business, 


King, King and King on next in | 


two numbers, a hoofing session and 
some socko challenge, stopped pro- 
ceedings cold, making it tough for 
Skelton to take hold again, but he 
did and had them yelling at his 


course in dunking, a very funny bit. | 


Swell spot here for the Varsity Co- 
eds, six femmes attractively dressed 
and real lookers with a routine of 
harmony singing, capably sold. Did 
two medleys and had to encore with 
anetner before being permitted to 
eave, 


Dance by Francis and Carroll 
proved another sock in a sock-full 
bill, youthful looking boy and girl 
giving out with an acro routine fea- 
turing control contortion of the 
highest order. Skelton comes 
through again, this time with a 
walking bit, very much a_ show 
stopper and bringing on the Five 
Jansleys with the laughs. still 
audible. Jansleys won them from 
the start with their lighting risley 
work, balancing and tumbling nicely 
pointed with effective comedy. 
Skillful booking and smart show- 


manship combine here this week to | 


prove that socko talent may yet 
garnered to make the stage por- 
tion of a combo house as effective a 
trade getter as a top flight film. 
Opening was good and biz is on the 
rise. News of a show like this geis 
eround quickly. 

Film is ‘Toast of 


New York’ 
(RKO). 


Burm. 


yor As Was | 








‘Continued from page 1) 





Jooks like the houses are doing an 
#bout-face to where they were be- 
lore their trouble started. 

General opinion is that the thea- 
es have found out they can’t oper- 
ate without burlesque and are ready 
to fight it out again. 

Gaiety, Republic and Oriental 
found this out early and shuttered 
for the summer, if not permanently. 
unless there is a general all-around 
unleashing of arbitrary regulations 
when licenses are renewed on yearly 
basis next month. Currently oper- 
4i'ng houses have only three-month 
Prebationary termers. 
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Sees Educ. Pix Teo Far Off 
Brooklyn, July 30. 
Editor, Variety: 

I have been reading with interest, 
if not conviction Variety’s annual 
discussion of the motion picture in 
the educational field, But I will 
admit that this year the Hays of- 


fice, which about this time each 
year becomes excited over the edu- 
cational aspect, has broadened its 
viewpoint somewhat, though there is 
still too much stress on such side- 
issues as the character forming se- 
iries which was formed by cutting 
|down some recent features to stress 
| character problems. This may be 
| helpful, but it is not educational in 
| the scholastic sense. The classroom 
| educational still seems to be as far 
around the corner as prosperity was 
in 1930. It is an even break whether 
j}the educational picture or tele- 
vision will come under the wire 
' first. 

| To my thinking the pictures will 
| become truly educational only when 
So becomes possible to obtain a rea- 
| sonably complete pictorial treatment 
|of a given subject from (and this is 
| the crux of the matter) a single 
;}source. Educational pictures will 
not be practical until it is possible 
\for a school to obtain a week's 
|supply of film from a single ex- 
|change and on a single booking. 
|In other words, all educational pic- 
tures must be pooled and handled 





(as a single unit. Schools cannot 
|maintain a booker to order the 
| requisite subjects from a dozen 
sources. 


| I have been following the course 
| of the educational picture since 1908. 
|About two years earlier Charles 
|Urban produced his Urbanora cata- 
|log which purported to list the then 
|available educational subjects. 


Ii was a formidable list of some 
| 2,000 or 3,000 titles including every 
|non-theatrical release made by any 
|company and ranging from photo- 
|micrographic subjects to the Bar- 
num & Bailey circus parade coming 
down Market street in Philadelphia. 
In 1908 I was employed by one of 
| the components of the Motion Pic- 
| tures Patents Co. and a friend, a 
| Magazine writer, sent me a list of 
| some hundred-odd topics listed as 
being made by this concern with the 
| request that I advise her how they 
could be obtained. 


Not a single print could be sup- 
plied. The vault man admitted that 
he probably still had some of them, 
but it would be too much trouble to 
dig them out. These were what 
/ were known as ‘scenics’ or ‘indus- 
| trials,’ and used to tack onto the 
| tail of a comedy too long to be re- 
leased in company with another, the 
lobject being to bring the length of 
| the reel up to the required 975-1,000 
‘feet required of the standard reel. 
| They were inexpensive and some of 
| them were interesting, but once re- 
| leased, they lost further value. 


| This was’ before the day of the film 
| library, and preservative precautions. 
The negative was merely put into a 
| can, double sealed with adhesive 
tape, and put in the back of the 
‘vault. There were practically no 
'reorders, and the probabilities are 
| that had there been any the nega- 
|tive would have required elaborate 
| reconditioning before the sprockei 
| holes would ride the printer. Add- 
|ing a cost of around 4c a foot for 
stock and printing, it would not pay 
to make a 200-foot print for a pos- 
lsible $5 rental. The film factors 
flatly declined to fill the infrequent 
| orders. 

A similar inquiry three or four 
| years later, this time made to Bob 
| Etris, of one of the General Films’ 
| exchanges, brought the same reply 
| that they were not interested in fill- 
‘ing orders. They kept talking about 
the educational ,advantages, but no 
one was willing to co-operate. 





That was about a quarter century | 


ago. There exists a greater spirit 
of co-operation, but no practical plan 
has yet been worked out. The move 
is stil] in the talkative stage and let 
no one tell vou differentiy. There 
has been no definite effort made to 
fill in the gaps, and nothing done 
by Electrical Research Products or 
the former Eastman experiment has 
dene much to plug these holes. 


In the field of zoology, for ex- 
ample. there exist thousands of 


feet of African stuff, the late Mar- 
tin Johnson's Borneo adventures, 
and a couple of films of Australian 


subjects, but there is no. similar 
collection of pictures of North 
American or European fauna, and 


jno course would be complete with- 





out these. There are 1,000,000 or 
more feet available for geographical 
study, but it would require a couple 
of years to co\late these widely dis- 
tributed subjects into a reasonably 
exact geographic study. The same 
applies to other classroom subjects. 
It is not possible at this moment to 
assemble a complete course in any 
study. 

In the historical end conditions 
are even worse, It is not possible 
to assemble an historical sequence, 
while Charles Stewart Parnell is 
required to shed his whiskers to in- 
crease his sex appeal. It’s something 
to talk about; something to feed the 
reform element, but you can’t tell 
it to practical classroom teachers 
(I’m married to one), until you can 
list a complete course. 

Recent improvements in the 16mm 
projectors make possible the pre- 
duction of an adequate screened 
picture for classroom purposed, but 
the projector is useless without the 
adequate flow of film, and this is 
still in the far distance. 

Clarence B. McHenry. 


The Radio Werm Turns 
Chicago, July 29. 
Editor, Variety: 

Rise of Equity in radio is no more 
than radio has coming. Putting 
aside any question of chiseling or 
kickbacks, and even admitting that 
it may be exaggerated, the fact is 
that the radio employers of talent 
have been consistently lacking in 
consideration and courtesy. They 
have offered and expected perform- 
ers to accept one-sided contracts 
they would never dream of offering 
businessmen; they have not hesitated 
to demand all and promise nothing. 

There is now in Chicago a decided 
alteration in attitude on the part of 
performers toward contraets. So 
much so that the whisper is out that 
network executives are piqued. Per- 
formers have at long last tired of the 
idea that being connected with a big 
business organization was in itself 
anything to be boastful about when 
the network didn’t bother to provide 
room rent and brocceli. One net- 
work which has a long train of un- 
fullfilled ‘careers’ in its files is now 
largely unable to find Chicago-ex- 
perienced performers willing to sign 
up and has to scout small town sta- 
tions. 

Customary practice is to talk big 
and forget fast. Years of resentment 
are responsible for the present atti- 
tude of talent. 


Peeved. 


A $250,000 Band 


New York, Aug. 1. 
Editor, Variety: 

After microscoping the foremost 
‘hot’ musicians in radio, I have com- 
piled a band which, if a sponsor 
were to hire, would cost him $250,000 
a single broadcast: 

Piano, Duke Ellington; trumpets, 
Louis Armstrong, Bunny Berrigan; 
trombones, Tommy Dorsey, Jack 
Teagarten; saxophones and clarinet, 
Benny Goodman, Frankie Trombaur, 
Jimmy Dorsey, Charles Barnet; vio- 
linist, Joe Venuti; bass, Bobby Hag- 
gart; guitar, Django Rheinhardt; 
drums, Chick Webb; vibraphone, 
Lionel Hampton; harp, Caspar Rear- 
don; electric organ, Milt Herth; vo- 
calists, Martha . Raye and Bing 


| Crosby: arrangers, Fletcher Hender- 


son and Will Hudson; conductor, 


|Paul Whiteman. 


Jeno Bartel. 





Increasing Pix Prices 
Chicage, July 29. 


| Editer, Variety: 


1 don't see why there is so much 
excitement over whether admission 
prices at film theatres should be 
raised or not. The d’siributors have 
been forced to boest their rentals 
and had to figure other ways of get- 
iting additional money for their 
| product. They were forced to do 
| this because of the mounting cost in 
making films—much the same as 
|other manufacturers have had to 
|raise their wholesale prices because 
of higher operating expenses. 

But some exhibitors fear resist- 
, ance on the part of the buying pub- 





lic. What they really are afraid of 
is that some highly competitive 


operation will fail to follow in rals- 
ing admittance fees and try to 
undersell them. Of 
ture business jis highly competitive, 
but hundreds of 
nesses. And yet other businesses get 


sO are 


together, either by mutual 

or simply to meei the rising whole- 
sale price. 

; What actually is wrong is that 
there always sume chiseling ex- 
hibitor who never wanis ic cet on 


course, the pic- | 
other busi- | 


consent | 


WHAT THEY THINK 


stand is fundamentally 
trouble to reason out the wherefore 
of increased rentals, and subsequent 
necessity for elevating admissions. 

I think it is high time a healthy, 
active independent national organi- 
zation of exhibitors is formed te 
take jin all theatre operators in 
America, especially the smaller in- 
dependents who always are holler- 
ing about being oppressed by major 


companies. 
Such’ associations function for 
other important irdustries and the 





film business should have’ the same. 
| This type of association could fight 
ithe battles for the small exhibitor, 
|when his complaint is justified, and 
at the same time follow through on 
some essential campaign such as 
the present one for increased admit- 
tance fees. 
Exchangeman., 








Showmanship 
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duction without a hitch anywhere 
made the stunt bell ringer, and re- 
sulted in station encoring stunt sev- 
eral times with new interviews and 


records. Rurals, locals and visiters 
were carefully picked by McSwain to 
provide variety, distribution and— 
types. 


Centest for Retailers 
Hagerstown, Md. 

WJEJ is offering 52 quarter-hour 
periods free to the local merchant 
who submits the best idea for a pro- 
gram. Contest was introduced about 
the same time that the station an- 
nounced a boost in rates. 


Announcers’ Centest 
Cincinnati. 

WCPO announcers and _ listeners 
are eligible for cash awards in the 
station’s ‘choose your announcer’ 
contest, running for two weeks. .In 
a nightly quarter-hour spot the 
mikers participate in an impromptu 
stint, each taking a turn as m.c. 
Listeners are invited to submit writ- 
ten bouquets on their favorites. 
Prizes are $25, $10, $5 and 10 $1 
awards to fans and $25, $15 and $10 
for the winning announcers, 


KMOX’s Hetel Tie-Up 

St. Louis. 
KMOX has promotional tie-up 
with DeSoto hotel in downtown dis- 
trict. Upon arrival guests receive 
letter from management to which is 
attached tickets to live audience 
shows in KMOX-CBS playhouse in 
Mart Building, a few blocks from 
hotel. 

Telephones in a!l rooms carry 
transmitter collars calling attention 
to KMOX programs. Hotel execs 
look at tie-up as added guest cour- 
tesy, while KMOX chalks idea up as 
a good will build-up for station. 


KMOX, St. Louis Salute Twist 
St. Louis. 

A Good Will trip down the Mis- 
sissippi, stopping at three historic 
towns, was waxed by KMOX’s Pub- 
lic Affairs Dept. Saturday and Sun- 
day. Packet boat ‘Golden Eagle’ ear- 
ried KMOX crew which included 
Dan Donaldson, Gordon Sherman, 
‘Happy’ Green, and Jerry Hoekstra. 

Towns visited were Cape Girar- 
deau and St. Genevieve, Mo., and 
Cairo, Ill, and in each a 15-min. pro- 
gram was recorded based on historic 
background of community and inter- 
views with leading residents. Prior 
to trip Capt. Henry Leyhe, river 
pilot, recorded in studio. Program 
was aired in 15-min. spots daily, for 
four days, starting Tuesday (27) with 
studio recording preceding story of 
town. 





Canadian Stations House Organ 
Winnipeg. 

Government-owned CKY, Winni- 
peg, and CKX, Brandon, are issuing 
four-page pamphlet for distribution 
each month to listeners. Contains 
items regarding the stations and 
staff, plus a continued story of the 
history of broadcasting in Manitoba. 
Printed on buff stock, it comes out 
once a month, the product of the 
Public Relations Department, under 
D. R. P. Coats. 

Distribution at present is through 
the _ affiliated telephone _ offices 
throughout the province, with city 
listeners being cared for via the mail 
route, 











Infaliible Pair’ 
Denver. 

Blowing whistles and ringing bel!s 
to announce questions they cannot 
answer Is the method used in award- 
ing prizes on the ‘Infallible Pair’ 
program over KLZ. The program is 
at 8:15 a.m.. and is kept going by 
questions sent in by Pisteners, with 
Manitou Water orders sent those 


sending in a question the pair can- 
not answer. 

Wesley Buitersea. production man- 
ager, and Fritz Mueller of the 
mercial department. ask wood answer 
the questions, 


the bandwagon when he knows his 
unsound— 
that is, if he ever takes the time or 


come 


teeta 
— 


——= 





Pacific Coast Notes 
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to powwow with CBS execs, vacash, 
and take pictures for the San Fran- 
cisco News Letter-Wasp, weekly 
magazine. Trip will take a month. 





William Botzer, University of 
Washington debater, after conclud- 
ing a public speaking tour of the 
Hawaiian Islands, Philippines and 
the Orient, has rejoined the KOMO- 
KJR, Seattle. 











Lera Lane, KOL, Seattle club 
editor, opened new series for sum- 
|mer months on her Washington 
| Woman’s Radio hour with Mrs, 
| Charles Head in book review. 

. 
Gene Fromherz, space buyer for 


| J. Walter Thompson, guest of KVI, 
| Seattle-Tacoma at KVI lodge located 

at station’s transmitter estate at 
| Point Heyer, Vashon Island. 





Walten McKinney on new KOIN 
Portland program for Milton Gum- 
bert’s fur store. 





Ivan Eppinoff has succeeded Leon 
Rosebrook as musical director at 
KEHE., 

Rush Hughes is back from Hono- 
lulu, doing his Langendorf Pictorial 
on NBC. Buddy Twiss filled in dur« 
ing Hughes’ vacash. 

John Boylan, formerly 
|'WGN production staff, has 
| KFI-KECA as staff writer. 

Bob Swan, KFAC announcer, is 
pulling the inquiring reporter gag 
on takeoffs of American Airline 
ships, 


on the 
joined 





Mel Noe, formerly with KHJ. has 
joined the engineering staff at KNX, 


Chase & Sanborn Sundays, 
over the Chesterfield Friday 
gram over KNX, 


takes 
pro- 





Al Pearce will guest Gertrude Nie- 
sen and Pedro Gonzales over CBS 
Aug. 10. Shaw and Lee go on the 
following week. 





Natalie Park, NBC actress in San 
Francisco, is doing the sleepy- 
voiced ‘Martha Murgatroyd’ on the 
Jack Meakin ‘Bughouse Rhythm’ 
programs over the nationwide Red 
web Fridays. 


S. H. Patterson, manager of KGGC, 
San Francisco, has a new launch 
with short wave equipment which 
he expects to use for pickups along 
the waterfront. 





Bill Fuller, formerly production 
manager of KYA, San Francisco, 
joined KFAC as a producer-writer, 





John Wagner, of the NBC audit- 
ing department in San Francisco, is 
honeymooning with his bride, the 
former Jean McCracken of New 
Jersey. 





Theresa Aezer, music librarian at 
KFRC, San Francisco, is moving to 
Los Angeles. She will be succeeded 
by Edith Drydon. 





Lloyd E. Yoder, NBC western divi- 
sion press chief, left San. Francisco 
Saturday (31) to visit his family in 
Salem, Ohio, and then—long de- 
_tour—o.o, network affiliates in the 
| Pacific Northwest. He'll be away 
| three weeks. 








Laurance L. Cross’ program, 
‘Crosseuts from the Leg ’O the Day,’ 
was aired by NBC from San Fran- 
cisco for the 2,000th time Monday 
(1). 


Rebert Turner, concert pianist, 
(fills the guest spot on two NBC na- 
\tionwide broadcasts by Ernest Gill 
Aug. 4 and 11, from San Francisco. 





| Jack Meakin’s band, Johnny 
|O’Brien’s harmonica band, Walter 
Kelsey’s Swingaroos, Three Cheers 
and Williams Sisters were San Fran- 
cisco’s contribution to the NBC 
salute to its 10 new Blue outlets in 
| the South Sunday (1). 

| NBC lines go into El] Patio ball- 
room, San Francisco, for remotes by 
|Leon Mojica’s dance band siarting 
| Thursday (5). Mojica gets five spots 
‘a week divided between the Coast 
Red and Blue webs. 

Frank J. Oxarart is managing the 
Ade 





San Fraricisco offices of Allied 
vertising Azencies,. Inc. 
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| The battle is on— Eri Roman, 


famous sportsman, vs. 600 lbs. of = gil 
savage, fighting blue marlin! ,,.. = 


How would your nerves stand up to two hours of this? 
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AQUAPLANE EXPERT. : 
Miss Gloria Wheeden, atypical 5) 
American outdoor girl, says: fi 
**Yes, I smoke. I enjoy Camels » 
especially at mealtimes. I . 
give my appetite full rein— 0 
smoke Camels—and enjoy a Pp 
sense of well-being.” 
0 
0 
ci 
TQ 
si 
5 ae ° ° ° . ft 
S the Miami, Florida, “Herald” said of Erl Roman’s ti- —_ of things. Camels don’t get on my nerves,” Erl says. Above, _ 
tanic struggle with the big fish (above): “The battle —_ right, Mr. Roman enjoys good digestion and a Camel after 
was tough. Erl had his hands full staying in the fishing _ his tense fight. “I smoke Camels with my meals and after 
chair.” But a sporting spirit and healthy nerves kept Roman _—_ ‘for digestion’s sake,’” he says. | ‘ 
going. After a 2-hour fight, he landed the second-largest Smooth Blending of Costly Tobaccos. Camels are made 
blue marlin ever taken on rod and reel. Mr. Roman,a game _ from costlier tobaccos, in a matchless blend. A mild, fine- 
angler, considers Camel the preferable cigarette for steady _ flavored cigarette for steady smoking that does not rasp 
smoking. “Healthy nerves are necessary for keeping on top _ the throat or upset the nerves. 
t 
r 
ee : 
V 
“WHEN I’M TIRED afier a R. 3. apelds Tobacco Ce, t 
match or need extra energy, acces to aaa v 
Camels give me a ‘lift’ in en- : 
ergy,” says Joanna de Tuscan, 8 
U. S. Women’s Foils Cham- i 
pion. “Camels are so mild I - 
smoke often, but Camels do | ; 
not make my throat harsh.” ‘ 
a I 
OO SOR tata : > ; ; 
Benny Goodman swings 2 a y 
Rea a FOREST RANGER has smoked Camels COSTLIER TOBACCOS . 
_ it every Tuesday Night! ‘ spa i. 
—— for 24 years. “If it weren’t for Camel’s mild- 
/ Tune in! Hear the trio—the quar- ness, I couldn’t enjoy smoking so much,” ® Camels are made from finer, 





























tette—and all of Benny’s boys swing 
the popular favorites. Every Tuesday 
at 8:30 pm E.S.T. (9:30 pm E.D.S.T.), 
7:30 pm C.S.T., 6:30 pm M.S.T., 
5:30 pm P.S.T., over WABC-CBS. 


declares Clarence E, Dare. Mr. Dare likes 
Camels after his meals. ‘Camels smooth 
things out for my digestion,” he says. 


MORE EXPENSIVE TOBACCOS 
... lurkish and Domestic... 





than any other popular brand 








